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‘Racing needs champions’ is a truism regularly trotted out. And we certainly saw plenty of 
those across the racing world this weekend.   

Hollie Doyle’s meteoric rise continues  
unabated, and she made history in more than 
one sense at Ascot on Saturday.   
 
She described her Group 1 breakthrough as ‘a 
dream come true’ after Glen Shiel won the  
Qipco British Champions Sprint Stakes by a 
nose. (see also Page 12) 
 
In the opening event Doyle had become the 
first female jockey to win at the blue riband 
meeting, partnering Trueshan to rout the Long 
Distance Cup field. 

But her victory in the Sprint was a landmark in 
terms of personal achievement. She joins Alex 
Greaves and Hayley Turner as the only  
females to have won a race at the highest level 
on the Flat in Britain. 
 
The strangely named (at least to western eyes) 
Daring Tact will not be a moniker most local 
race enthusiasts would be familiar with.  
 
The gifted youngster though became the first 
undefeated winner of the Japanese Fillies'  
Triple Crown after landing the (to Page 2) 

A Champion weekend here and abroad   

Crown Towers was a champion in the eyes of backers after easily winning the Michaelmas. Pic-Candiece Lenferma 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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A CHAMPION WEEKEND (From Page 1) 
Shuka Sho at Kyoto on Sunday.  
 
The Haruki Sugiyama-trained 3yo scored her 
fifth successive victory to achieve the feat with 
an unblemished record, although there have 
been five previous Triple Crown winners,  
including most recently the great Almond Eye 
in 2018. 
 
Daring Tact had already secured the Oka Sho 
(Japanese 1,000 Guineas) and Yushun Himba 
(Japanese Oaks) and stayed on well to defeat 
Magic Castle under Kohei Matsuyama by a 
length and a quarter. 
 
And star colt Contrail, successful in the  
Satsuki Sho (Japanese 2,000 Guineas) and 
Tokyo Yushun (Japanese Derby), bids to  
become the eighth male Japanese Triple 
Crown winner in the Kikuka Sho at the same 
track next Sunday. 
 
Locally we saw the unveiling of a probable  
future hero, when Malmoos dismantled a 
MR98 field of fellow three-year-olds over 
1450m at Turffontein. The Captain Al colt had 
impressed when bolting up on his sprint debut, 
but looked a potential superstar here, even 
though the quality of the opposition can be 
questioned.    
 
Neither dam Justthewayyouare, nor any of her 
four previous winning foals were successful 
over less than 1600m, so the amount of speed    
Malmoos displays is remarkable.   

Application forms for the CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale are now available, and can be 
downloaded by clicking THIS LINK 

‘I think he’s the real deal, he’s in the league of 
Mount Pleasant’, Mike de Kock announced on 
his website. You have been warned.  
 
In Australia Classique Legend stormed to victory 
in The Everest. The A$15 million invitational 
weight-for-age event is the richest turf race in the 
World. The next day it was announced he would 
be moving to Hong Kong.  
 
Talking of which, Golden Sixty is the new  
dominant force there after scoring his ninth  
successive win on Sunday. Beauty Generation 
trailed in downfield, and the torch has well and 
truly passed to his younger rival.    
 
Crown Towers is not a superstar. But the  
Camelot gelding has to get a mention. He was 
the obvious class act in the Listed Michaelmas 
Handicap at Greyville on Sunday, and lumbered 
a daunting 62kg as a result.  
 
But he went clear turning for home under a 
trademark Anton Marcus ride, and had the race  
safe over 200m from home. A good few lengths 
off the very best, Crown Towers’ easy win here 
doesn’t say much for the quality of the middle-
distance stock left in KZN this summer. -tt 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2021/downloads/CPYS%202021%20Entry%20Form.pdf
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Muscutt man alone 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

After a very successful spell running Brett  
Crawford’s operation in KZN, the hugely  

experienced Peter Muscutt has again taken out 
a license in his own right.  

‘We are waiting for all authorisations to come 
through, but the first runners under my name 
should be on the 28th’, he said on Monday. 

The Zim. native first trained there in 1981, and  
operated out of Cape Town until 1985 after  
moving south. 

Muscutt spent decades overseas, and has 
trained winners in three continents - Africa, Asia 
and Australia.  

He spent 2010-16 as assistant to Chris Waller in 
Oz, and worked with the magnificent Winx: 
‘While I was there we had 70 Gr1 winners. Chris 
is a machine - probably the most successful  
training operation in the world. And I have  
incorporated a lot of the systems he uses.’ 

Since returning to SA he has been Crawford’s 
go-to man in KZN, but is now taking his own 
path. –tt 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Chris Saunders passes 

Chris Saunders, former chairman of Gold Circle 
and the first chairman of the Tongaat Hulett 
Group, died on Saturday night after a lengthy  
illness. 
 
Saunders was one of the first directors of Gold  
Circle and was elected chairman after the  
company’s first chairman, Roy Eckstein  
retired.  Saunders retired as chairman in 2005 
after steering Gold Circle back to profitability 
and weathering pressure to amalgamate with 
Phumelela. 
 
Saunders was a staunch supporter of KwaZulu-
Natal racing and his Invermooi Stud was one of 
the leading thoroughbred nurseries in the  
country. 
 
Saunders’ white silks with red stars and cap 
were a familiar sight and he stood the stallion 
Rollins, the broodmare sire of champion race-
horse and sire Jet Master. Saunders raced 
many of his home-breds, easily recognised by 
alliteration such as Raise A Raucus (Rollins) or 
Slewper Slipper, named after her sire,  
Slewpendous. 
 
At the KZN Breeders awards in 2013 he was 
honoured with a Lifetime Achievement Award 
where in his absence his good friend Bill  
Lambert gave a stirring speech on his behalf. 
 
And Lambert, Gold Circle’s racing ambassador,  
paid tribute to Saunders after his death on  
Saturday night. 

‘Chris was a special man. The members  
voted by particular resolution to install Chris 
Saunders as the chairman of Gold Circle. At 
that period the company was experiencing  
turbulent times following the merger of  
Greyville, Scottsville and Clairwood and then 
the addition of the Western Cape. In fact, the 
whole racing industry was itself experiencing 
difficulties as it is now. 
  
‘He was chosen because of his illustrious  
business career as a captain of industry and 
also his undying passion for the sport of  
racing. 
  
‘He brought the stability to the company that 
was required and proved to be an outstanding 
chairman. His contribution to the racing  
industry is inestimable and he will be fondly 
remembered by us all.’ - Gold Circle 
 

Sunday marked another sad anniversary -  25 
years since the death of the truly great Grand 
National legend Red Rum.  
 
His remains are interred at the Aintree  
winning post, with the following epitaph: 
 
‘Respect this place, this hallowed ground. 
A legend here, his rest has found. 
His feet would fly, our spirits soar. 
He earned our love, for evermore.’  
 
Still the only three-time winner of the great 
race, Red Rum’s record could be challenged 
by still active 2018 and 2019 victor Tiger Roll 
over the next couple of years.  -tt 
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US Hall of Fame jockey Mike Smith,  
co-chair of the Jockeys' Guild, has written a 
letter to California Horse Racing Board  
members on behalf of the Guild and California 
riders criticizing a restrictive riding crop rule 
that went into effect on Oct. 1 over concerns 
for the safety of horses and riders and the  
integrity of the sport. 
 
The rule, CHRB 1688, restricts both the  
manner and frequency with which jockeys 
may use the riding crop. Under CHRB 1688: 
 
• The crop must be used in an  

underhanded position with the crop  
always at or below the shoulder level of 
the jockey. 

 
• A maximum of six strikes with hands off 

the reins is permitted during a race; not 
more than twice in succession. 

 
• There is not a limit on the number of 

times a jockey may strike a horse on the 
shoulder while both hands are on the 
reins, and ‘flagging’ a horse is permitted. 
 

(Flagging = showing the crop -tt) 
 
Smith said the rule ‘to restrict the use of the 
riding crop to the underhand position … is 
completely against the technique that every 
jockey has been taught on the proper use of 
the riding crop. It is contrary to our instincts 

and techniques, which in turn is impacting our 
balance and reaction time. We strongly  
believe that regulation is extremely hazardous 
and has added an even greater risk and  
uncertainty to our profession.’ 
 
He also voiced the concerns of riders for racing 
integrity, saying, ‘In multiple races over the 
weekend, jockeys were limited in the  
encouragement they were able to give the 
horses, which in turn impacted the outcome of 
the race and jockeys were unable to maximize 
placing of the horses.’ 
 
For his full letter go to www.paulickreport.com 
 
Smith rode Horse Chestnut in his only  
US start, coming home lonely in the Grade 3 
Broward Handicap on 8 January 2000. - tt   

US legend Smith challenges CA whip rules 

https://www.paulickreport.com/news/ray-s-paddock/mike-smith-to-chrb-new-riding-crop-rule-putting-jockeys-horses-at-greater-risk/
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They say that it's important to gain the upper 
hand early in a relationship and Hollie Doyle 
certainly achieved that with Tom Marquand, 
who has revealed that he was beaten in his 
first pony race at the age of 14 by his future 
girlfriend. 
 
Marquand was speaking to the Racing Post for 
a feature in Sunday's newspaper looking at the 
rise of his record-breaking partner. 
 
The St Leger-winning jockey recalled: "We first 
met when I had my first pony racing ride at 
Chaddesley Corbett, and I think she won the 
race. She started very young, so she'd already 
been racing for quite a while." 
 
Growing up in Ivington, Herefordshire, Doyle 
was an hour away from Marquand in  
Winchcombe but fell into the same West  
Midlands bracket of Pony Club competition. 
 
Marquand said the two started spending the 
weekends at each other's horses ‘messing 
around with ponies’, riding out for Evans in 
Abergavenny, where Doyle – two years  
Marquand's senior – had started working, or 
going to Cheltenham from Marquand's house. 
 
Once Doyle made the move to Richard  
Hannon's yard, Marquand is able to pinpoint 
the moment things began to change for her. 

‘The pivotal thing in her second year at  
Richard's was that she started going to the 
gym,’ he said, ‘and with that and having more 
rides, her confidence grew and her approach 
to riding itself changed so much. She went 
from somebody who by her own admission 
wasn't going to ride out her 7lb claim, to  
somebody most people in the weighing room 
would agree they don't want to come up 
against in a finish. 
 
‘She realised she was small, only seven and a 
bit stone, and the only way she was going to 
get strong enough to compete was to throw 
herself wholly into training, and that was  
definitely what took her on to the level she's 
at.’ 
 
Marquand and Doyle now live together in  
Hungerford, Berkshire, and Marquand added:  
‘She's exactly the same now as she was when 
we met. She's matured but she's the same per-
son, and how many people in sport can be so 
successful and not have their attitude and 
mindset changed?’ 
 
www.racingpost.com 
 
And it was a great weekend for UK racing’s 
‘Golden Couple’ as they took four of the six 
races at Ascot between them, including a Gr1 
apiece. Hollie added a Gr2 so ‘won’ again. -tt   

When Hollie met Tommy 


