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On Arc De Triomphe day, trainer Mike de Kock let slip interesting information. He said: “Mount 
Pleasant isn’t my only good three-year-old — I’ve got a few.” writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

One can speculate that Malmoos, who runs in the 
sixth race at Turffontein on Saturday, falls into that 
category. 
 
The Sheikh Hamdan camp had to go to R4.4m to 
secure Malmoos at the Yearling Sales. No big  
surprise as the colt ticks a lot of boxes — he is one 
of the last sons of Captain Al and hails from one of 
the best families at Varsfontein Stud. 
 
The colt is a full-brother to East Cape Derby winner 
Captain Splendid and out of Justthewayyouare, who 
won four times up to 2,600m. On pedigree, the three
-year-old will have no worries about stepping up to 
Saturday’s 1,450m. 
 
Malmoos cruised home by three lengths on his de-
but in September which suggests his price of 2-1 in 
early betting may be generous. 
 
Miss Elegance will surely battle to give him 6kg, 
but one needs to consider St John Gray’s runner  

After Hours who won his last start cosily. It is in the 
colt’s favour that Lyle Hewitson retains the ride. 
 
Willow Magic has made a bright start to his stud 
career and his daughter Astral Plane should win  
races for the Alexander stable. However, she is set 
to receive only 1kg from Malmoos. 
 
De Kock saddles two more unbeaten three-year-
olds, Forever Mine and Al Muthana, and the latter 
was going to be the selection before looking at the 
riding arrangements. 
 
Aussie-bred Al Muthana beat Nourbese four lengths 
on his debut in June - some performance when one 
considers Corné Spies' Futura gelding went on to 
win the Grade 2 Golden Horseshoe. 
 
But Callan Murray, who gets most of the plum rides 
for De Kock, switches to Forever Mine who also 
caught the eye on his debut in June. One of the  
co-owners is Johnny Geroudis so the (To Page 2)               

De Kock brings out unbeaten youngsters     

Celebrating—what Mike de Kock may well be doing come Saturday afternoon at Turffontein. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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MDK UNBEATEN YOUNGSTERS (From Pg1) 
 
former top jockey will have been monitoring the 
gelding’s progress at Randjesfontein. 
 
Sherman Brown will be delighted to get the call-up 
to partner Al Muthana and the two stablemates 
should be included in Pick Six perms. 
 
Exactly a week after pointing out the pitfalls of 
backing three-year-olds against their elders in the 
first three months of the season, the eighth race 
highlights this problem perfectly. 
 
Both Copper Mountain and Campa are giving 
weight to older horses but none of them -  with the 
possible exception of Break The Silence - are going 
to Hollywood. Bookies have chalked up hat-trick-
seeking Copper Mountain as the 16-10 favourite 
with Campa at 5-1. This looks an attractive price 
about Alec Laird's Vercingetorix colt who romped 
home by three lengths on his debut in September. 
 
Though Campa's starting price of 10-1 suggests he 
may have caught the Randjesfontein trainer by sur-
prise, Laird now knows he has a promising sort on 
his hands. It was wise not to take on Malmoos in 
the sixth race as he would have had to give De 
Kock's colt 1,5kg. 
 
Silver Master pays his way and should earn another 
cheque, but he is now seven years of age and both 
Copper Mountain and Campa have begun their  
careers in the best possible way. 
 
- Courtesy of Business Day. 
 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR THE 
PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Application forms for the CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale are now available, and can be 
downloaded by clicking THIS LINK 

 DAVID MOLLETT’S SELECTIONS 
 
1st Race: (2) Lhasa Star (1) Miss Venezuela (3) 
Make A Penny (4) Sunset Beach 
2nd Race: (9) Midnight Caller (12) Takagari (5) 
The Gypsy King (1) Quattro Passi 
3rd Race: (2) Fast Draw (1) The Sandwich Man 
(3) Fort Love (6) Royal Siege 
4th Race: (4) Forever Mine (6) Al Muthana (5) 
Willow Express (2) What You Are 
5th Race: (2) Golden Pheasant (6) Putins Promise 
(5) Certifiable (4) Pop Icon 
6th Race: (3) Malmoos (4) After Hours (2) Tanza-
nite Queen (6) San Andreas 
7th Race: (8) Spanish Boy (4) Winter Stories (1) 
BattleofTrafalgar (5) Bergerac 
8th Race: (2) Campa (1) Copper Mountain (8) 
Break The Silence (4) Silver Master 
9th Race: (1) Greens (9) Cream Soda (2) Royal 
Lily (4) The Fifth Wave 
 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2021/downloads/CPYS%202021%20Entry%20Form.pdf
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Stars Line Up for Ascot Champions Day  

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Enable (GB) might be retired to the Juddmonte  
paddocks, but there will still be plenty of equine 
stars spread across five group races on QIPCO  
British Champions Day at Ascot on Saturday, as 
fields were drawn on Thursday morning.  
 
2019 G1 QIPCO Champion S. winner Magical is 
aiming for her second consecutive Champion S. 
score, and the Coolmore runner has been in prime 
form of late, with three Group 1 wins this season, 
her only loss a second to formidable frontrunner 
Ghaiyyath (Ire) in the G1 Juddmonte International 
S. in August. The 5-year-old mare leads the  
Ballydoyle trio of MG1SW Japan (GB)  and G1 
Derby scorer Serpentine (Ire).   
 
The G1 Queen Elizabeth II S. lost some of its lustre 
with the absence of 2020 G1 QIPCO 2000 Guineas 
hero Kameko  and MG1SW Benbatl (GB), but that 
has put the focus even more firmly on fledgling  
miler wunderkind Palace Pier (GB).  
 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed Al Maktoum’s  
undefeated colt stunned in the G1 St James’s Palace 
S. in June and backed up those claims in heavy 

ground in the G1 Prix Jacques le Marois at  
Deauville in August. This year’s G1 Queen Anne S. 
hero Circus Maximus (Ire), one of three from  
Ballydoyle, ran second in the G1 Sussex S. in July 
before taking third to Palace Pier in the Prix Jacques 
le Marois.   
 
If Hollie Doyle triumphs aboard 4-year-old filly 
Dame Malliot (GB)  in the G1 QIPCO British  
Champions Fillies & Mares S., it would be one of 
the stories of the weekend, as it would  be Doyle’s 
first win out of the top drawer. Ed Vaughan’s dual 
Group 2 winner ran third in both the G1 Preis von 
Europa in August and the Sept. 13 G1 Qatar Prix 
Vermeille and is a solid chance.  
 
Despite the absence of Shadwell’s grey speedball 
Battaash (Ire), quality is rampant throughout the 17-
strong G1 QIPCO British Champions Sprint S. 
field. Lael Stable’s One Master (GB) will try to go 
one better than in 2019 and enters off her third 
straight G1 Qatar Prix de la Foret victory.  
 
However, the 6-year-old mare is not the only entrant 
coming in off a Group 1 victory, as Roger Teal  
trainee Oxted (GB) resurfaces after a score in the 
G1 July Cup S. on July 11 and a wind operation.  
 
A baker’s dozen step up for the opening race, with 
2018 winner Stradivarius (Ire) (pictured) out to  
regain his crown in the G2 QIPCO British  
Champions Long Distance Cup.  
 
The game Bjorn Nielsen runner was second last 
term to Kew Gardens (Ire). Twice a winner at the 
highest level in 2020, he was last in action when 
seventh in the G1 Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe.  
 
Andrew Balding saddles the progressive Happy 
Power (Ire) looking for the colt’s fourth-straight 
win, building on the back of scores in the Aug. 30 
G3 Supreme S. and Newmarket’s G2 Challenge S. 
on Oct. 9.  
From www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/stars-line-up-for-qipco-british-champions-day/
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Mathew teams up with Aussie trainer 

Cranbourne-based trainer Robbie Griffiths has  
entered into a training partnership with Mathew de 
Kock (above), the son of 126-time Group 1-winning 
South African trainer Mike De Kock. 
 
Racing Victoria officially approved the partnership 
this week, with the pair to be based at Griffiths'  
existing Cranbourne facility. 
 
"We're so excited to be joining in partnership and 
really think it's a perfect opportunity for both of us 
moving forward," Griffiths said. 
 
"Hopefully it won't be long before both of our 
names are in the racebook and we have our first 
runner together. 
 
"In these modern times with racing 24/7,  
partnerships have proved very successful here in 
Australia and we hope we can be the next pair to 
make an impact." 
 

The 29-year-old De Kock has been based in  
Australia since March and had initially intended to 
train in his own right at Cranbourne until Griffiths 
presented him with the partnership opportunity a 
few months ago. 
 
Mat had been assistant trainer to his father since 
2010, with responsibilities including travelling a 
number of G1-winning horses to race all around the 
world. 
 

Australian racing was abuzz in July last year when 
both De Kocks toured numerous training facilities 
in Victoria and NSW to find Mat's future base  
before they eventually decided on Cranbourne. 
 
Griffiths was full of praise for the young horseman, 
saying he will not only be a huge asset as a training 
partner but also to the Victorian racing industry. 
 
"Mat has been groomed as a Group 1 trainer all his 
life by one of the world's most decorated trainers," 
he said. 
 
"It was a real honour when Mike initially asked me 
to help mentor Mat when he was interested in  
moving to Cranbourne and now to be able to go into  
partnership with such a measured young man is 
something I'm really excited about. 
 
"He's been afforded many opportunities but he's still 
so humble and so measured and respectful of what 
he has already been able to do in his career." 
 
De Kock had similar praise for his new training  
partner and says he'll always be appreciative of the  
support shown by Griffiths and his wife Shiranee. 
 
"To be honest if it hadn't been for Robbie, Shiranee 
and their staff and how supportive they've been to 
me and my partner Monique, I think we probably 
would have packed our bags and gone home," he 
said. (To Page 8) 
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MAT DE KOCK TEAMS UP (from Page7) 
"We certainly didn't expect to leave our friends and 
families and arrive in Australia and go into COVID 
lockdown for months.  
 
"It's been tough but I'm so excited about getting the 
opportunity to join a trainer with the experience 
that Robbie has had and to train at a world-class 
facility like Cranbourne. 
 
"A partnership made a lot of sense to me and I'm 
really excited by the opportunity to team up with 
such a great trainer and a great man as well." 
 
Mat's partner Monique Mansour is also a talented 
horsewoman herself and will join the stable as an 
assistant trainer, having worked in the same role 
for leading South African trainer Sean Tarry. 
 

Australian racing rules don't allow trainers to also 
hold an international licence so Mike De Kock, a 
long-term supporter of Australian racing, was not 
able to set up a satellite stable himself in Australia 
like he had previously done in Dubai. 
 
Initially it had been planned that Mat would train 
out of Australia but as part of the De Kock team 
and he says that while his and his father's stables 
will be separate, he's hoping to garner support from 
overseas. 
 
"He has always been very keen on Australian  
racing and obviously comes out here a lot to the 
yearling sales," Mat De Kock said. 
 
"It had been planned that I would forge a new path 
here and I'm so excited to now officially be doing 
that with Robbie. 

"My business will be separate from Dad's over in 
South Africa and Dubai, but I'm definitely hoping 
we'll be able to bring out a couple of the good 
horses from Dubai to really get Robbie and I really 
up and running." 
 
From Griffiths' perspective, the initial goal is to get 
back to where his stable had been before his  
operation on a brain aneurism last August. 
 
"My stable has taken a dip since then, but you never 
know what's around the corner and I'm really  
excited to get back to that position and grow from 
there with Mat and Mon," he said. 
 

"Mat has grown up in a stable that has won more 
than 100 Group 1 races though, so there's certainly 
the expectation moving forward that we want to be 
competing at the top level.  
 
“It might take us a couple of years but don't  
underestimate De Kock and Griffiths, or Griffiths 
and De Kock, we haven't exactly decided on the 
name yet but we're certain this partnership is right 
for us.” - www.racing.com 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

https://www.racing.com/news/2020-10-16/news-griffiths-set-to-train-in-partnership#/
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
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The big day on the calendar of Eastern Cape rural 
horse racing is around the corner and could deliver 
the final judgement, writes HENK STEENKAMP.  
 
All eyes will be on the mare Final Judgement, who 
will be aiming to become the first horse to win the 
annual main championship race for the third time.  
 
This girl however should not be confused with   
the fellow 7yo mare with the same name who was 
trained by one of the country’s best, Glen Kotzen, 
and won the Grade 2 Golden Slipper of 2016.   
 
The rural race day will be held on 24th October in 
Kentani, close to Butterworth, in the heart of the 
East Cape rural area.  
 
“There is a race meeting every month but this is the 
big one of the year”, Mahlubi Puzi, who is involved 
with the organization, said.  
 
“Nine races will be part of the meeting which will 
be held for the 16th time.  
 
“The three championship races will be run over 
distances of 1000, 1200 and 1400 metres,” he add-
ed.  
 
“This is the meeting where the champions will be 
crowned.  
 
“It is also the place where future champions are 
developed and we are very proud of our  
achievers.”  
 

The apprentice jockey Phila Mxoli who is regularly 
riding at the Vaal track in Vereeniging these days is 
one of the products of rural racing.  
 
Puzi said the organisers are working with the racing 
operator Phumelela and it’s East Cape manager  
Luciano Passerini to ensure a successful meeting.  
 
Anyone that wants more information about rural 
racing in the Eastern Cape can contact Puzi on 
082 990 5591. 

Rural racing delivers Final Judgement  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

