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The following story from Racing Post on Tuesday provides an interesting scenario, as well as plenty 
of food for thought . It certainly got me thinking about our own rules and how they are applied - tt.  

The “toothless” penalties for overuse of the whip are 
set to be legally challenged by leading owner Kulbir 
Sohi, who believes disqualification is the only means 
to rigorously ensure all jockeys ride within the rules. 
 
Sohi said on Monday that he had appealed the result 
of the £75,000 Coral Sprint Trophy at York in which 
his horse Tranchee (in red above), the 9-2 favourite 
trained by David Loughnane, finished second to 
Gulliver, ridden by Martin Harley. 
 
Harley, who received £3,268 in prize-money for the 
victory, was fined £1,350 and suspended for nine 
days after using his whip 12 times on Gulliver inside 
the final two furlongs, five strikes above the  
maximum of seven permitted in a Flat race. 
 
However, Sohi is adamant that the penalties are an 
insufficient deterrent against misuse of the whip and 
stronger measures are needed to protect the 
“integrity of the sport". 

“To overuse the whip to my eye is performance  
enhancing,” he said. “If the horse had been given  
performance enhancing drugs then this wouldn’t 
even be a conversation, but having a performance 
enhancing use of the whip – and the horse is clearly 
responding to the whip – then it should be the same 
argument. 
 
“There’s no deterrent there for riders and if [Harley] 
felt he was on the best horse in the race why would 
he need to use the whip more than the rules allow? 
We won the race within the rules and he has gained 
an advantage to win the race, so it’s had a material 
impact. They’re toothless at the moment the rules – 
they’re a joke. 
 
“As long as everyone had played by the rules I’d 
accept the defeat all day long, but we all have to play 
by the same rules.” 
 
A legal team representing Sohi has been (to Page 2) 
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CROP RULES UNDER SPOTLIGHT(Fr Pg1) 
instructed to look into the validity of the rules and 
penalties around overuse of the whip, with the 
owner, who has had 24 individual runners in his 
colours this year, calling for disqualification when 
the rules are breached. 
 
“You have to disqualify these horses and place 
them last,” he said. “I have emailed the BHA  
letting them know that I’m going to appeal the 
result and I have also spoken to my legal guys 
about this – and challenging both is equally as 
important. 
 
"If I can prevent this from happening again to 
someone else as it means [the BHA] introduce 
disqualification, even if it’s one strike over the 
limit, then that’s the way it has to be.” 
 
He added: “If this isn’t stopped how many other 
races are going to go this way? I think we’re  
talking about the integrity of the sport here. Do I 
say to my jockeys now, ‘ignore the rules, do what 
you have to do to win the race and I don’t want to 
hear excuses’? Why have rules if there is no  
deterrent if they’re broken? It’s the injustice of it 
all.” 
 
A planned consultation into the whip this year was 
postponed by the BHA in the spring due to the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic, with the review 
instead moved to the start of 2021. 
 
On Monday, the regulator stated it was keen for 
input from racing’s participants over the  
forthcoming review, which was recommended by 

the Horse Welfare Board. 
 
A spokesman said: “The BHA has committed to  
undertake a consultation regarding the use of the 
whip in British racing, as per the recommendations of 
the Horse Welfare Board’s strategic plan for the  
welfare of horses bred for racing.  
 
“That project was placed temporarily on hold while 
the sport has diverted its time and resources to the 
management of the coronavirus pandemic, and the 
BHA Board has agreed that the consultation should 
be instead carried out in 2021.  
 
“We would very much welcome the views of Mr 
Sohi as part of that consultation and encourage him to 
submit a response. In the meantime we would be  
happy to speak to Mr Sohi to discuss his concerns.” 
 
Martin Harley declined to comment when contacted 
by the Racing Post. - (www.racingpost.com) 
 

<>   <>   <>   <>   <>   <> 
 
Cape chief stipe Ernie Rodrigues was happy to  
elaborate on the local situation. 
 
“We allow twelve strikes over the entire race, but no 
more than three in consecutive strides. Regarding 
penalties there are a number of factors taken into  
consideration.  
 
“We look at the rider’s past record, the manner in 
which the crop was used, the number of strikes over 
the limit, and the type of race.” 
 
(This year’s Vodacom July was an example of the 
latter, as Richard Fourie received a suspension of a 
week for striking Belgarion seventeen times) 
 
“Sometimes a first offence will be a warning, then 
progressive fines. A rider’s record over the last sixty 
days is taken into consideration.”    - tt.  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR THE 
PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 
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Time to boogie on down 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Winx in retirement  

"OK OK so it wasn't the greatest race today. I'm a slow learner but I won it and a win's a win. Those nice 
people know I am going to get better. I am. I really am." That was owner David Allan’s cute attached tweet 
to this picture taken back at the stables after his Lets Boogie Baby had won a six-horse 2400m maiden at  
Durbanville yesterday under Robert Khathi for Vaughan Marshall.  
 
The 3yo colt went off 5-2 second favourite in his third start, and cruised in by almost three lengths.  
 
Brett Crawford and Keagan de Melo were the big winners on the day though, with three victories apiece.  
 
Ottoman Empire started both the day and De Melo’s account by scoring impressively, despite going off at 
50-1 in the 1250m Maiden. Eric Sands’ Gimmethegreenlight gelding surged to a fluent win, and looks one 
to follow. As does Really Royal. The Snaith filly went down a diminishing head to Crawford’s form horse 
Capitana, but lost nothing in defeat, and will improve drastically over more ground.  - tt.       
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Roaring Book 2 trade bucks trend at Tattersalls  

NEWMARKET, UK—Apparently there’s a global 
pandemic in progress, but that didn’t thwart the  
appetite for bloodstock at Tattersalls on Tuesday as 
the second session of Book 2 bucked trends in what 
has been a tricky sales season to date. 

“Considering what else is going on in the world, we 
are very lucky this is going ahead,” said David Cox 
of Baroda Stud after selling one of the day’s most 
successful pinhooks. 

It is a sentiment that has been repeated often in re-
cent weeks as the yearling sales have continued 
while parts of Europe have been plunged back into 
strict local lockdowns. So far, East Anglia has  
avoided such restriction and business at Park  
Paddocks has progressed almost as normal.  

The fact that trade in Book 2 has so far been  
apparently immune to outside forces is nothing short 
of extraordinary. In fact, one buyer went as far as 
describing the market simply as “bonkers”. 

Not all pinhookers have fared well, of course, but 
that is always the case and at the top of the market 
on Tuesday there were some very encouraging  
results for those who had taken a chance on pricey 
foals last November and December. 

The international array of breeders behind some of 
the yearlings on offer at Tattersalls also fared better 
than most might have hoped for several months ago, 
as Godolphin and Shadwell continued their support 
of the October Sale, along with King Power Racing 
and American interests including Peter Brant and 
Craig Bernick. 

As the near 12-hour session drew to a close, the 
comparative figures for both aggregate and average 
were up on last year. Turnover of 17,987,500gns 
marked a small improvement of 4%, while the  
average of 84,448gns was up 1%. The median 
showed a 20% decline at 52,000gns and the strength 
of demand was underlined by a clearance rate of 
85%. 

Andrew Stone’s St Albans Bloodstock has enjoyed 
notable success as the breeder of Postponed (Ire), 
who is now resident at Sheikh Mohammed’s Dalham 
Hall Stud and the Godolphin supremo will be hoping 
for similar success for Stone’s Lope De Vega (Ire) 
colt out of a Galileo (Ire) half-sister to dual Group 1 
winner Simply Perfect (GB) (Danehill), who topped 
Tuesday’s session at 675,000gns.       

www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

The Lope De Vega colt out of a half sister to dual Group 1 winner Simply Perfect who fetched 675,000gns.       

https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/lope-de-vega-colt-new-book-2-leader/
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https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2021/downloads/CPYS%202021%20Entry%20Form.pdf


11 

 

Van der Merwe joins the NHA board 
Plenty of activity on the NHA board front this 
week.  
 
First on Tuesday it was announced that Mr Lau-
rence Wernars had tendered his resignation as a 
director with immediate effect. 
  
Mr Wernars served on the National Board as a 
member domiciled in the Central Provinces since 
10 December 2019.   .   
  
Then on Wednesday another press release arrived 
stating that Advocate Christiaan Frederik van der 
Merwe SC (pictured) had been appointed to the 
National Board of Directors.  
 
This was due to Adv S M Lebala SC sadly passing 
away on 15 August 2020, which meant a vacancy 
for an independent person became available on the 
National Board.     
 

Adv Van der Merwe SC is a leading practising  
senior counsel at the Johannesburg Society of  
Advocates, is an elected member of the Bar Council 
and serves as chairman of the Treasury Committee 
and of the Professional and Fees Committee.   
 
He has been a member of the Johannesburg Bar 
since 1997, and was appointed as senior counsel in 
2016. Adv Van der Merwe specialises in property 
and administrative  law. - tt.  
 

Application forms for the CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale are now available, and can be downloaded by clicking 
THIS LINK 

https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2021/downloads/CPYS%202021%20Entry%20Form.pdf

