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In his usual understated style Geoff Woodruff relocated back to Cape Town a couple of months ago.  

“When my father-in-law Terrance Millard passed 
away towards the end of last year the family  
dynamic changed, and that brought about the move 
back to Cape Town. I certainly don’t miss the 
110km round trip to the Vaal each morning”, he 
wryly states.   
 
“I’m running the yard together with my daughter 
Lucinda, who did a sterling job building things up 
down here. In time I’ll give the license to her, but 
not soon. One thing 2020 has taught us is that  
retirement is not an option.” 
 
The follicularly-challenged conditioner turned 64 a 
few days ago but is certainly still passionate about 
the things he feels are wrong in the game.  
 
“Cape racing needs to change. Racing hasn’t  
marketed itself properly for two decades. We need 
young blood – there are lots of good people out 
there. We need to see the right people in the right 
positions.  

“When was racing last marketed towards the people 
of the Cape Flats? In the nineties they were the  
backbone of racing here. Now you have R250 to get 
in on Met Day, which is a slap in the face. They 
need to be actively encouraged to go back. And we 
need proper catering facilities for the casual  
racegoer. There are new marketing people in place 
now, so let’s see how they do in the coming season.” 
 
Field sizes are another issue.  
 
“Trainers need to be told that if they have x horses 
we expect x runners. There should never be less than 
100 horses carded on any race day. It should be 
made clear that if for example a Pinnacle Stakes has 
less than ten acceptors it will be canned. Six horses 
are not a race.” 
 
And he is looking forward to the new challenge.  
 
“We are small at the moment but have a lot of  

unraced fillies and a few colts. (to Page 2)  

Woody is a ‘Kaapenaar’ again  
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WOODY A ‘KAAPENAAR’  (from Page 1) 
 
We will be stocking up at the coming sales.  
Something like 60 would be a nice number. I lost 
a lot of horses coming back here – people   
understandably don’t want to race for 46k, which 
is an embarrassment. But I have loyal long-term 
owners like Fullard and Drew, and Varsfontein, so 
there’s a lot to look forward to.” 
 
One of the true gentlemen of the game, Geoff took 
out his trainers licence in 1988, which was a very 
good year as he also married Carol Millard. The 
pair have three adult children – Lucinda, Jessica, 
and Tim. 
 
His maiden win was First Admiral in a Graduation 
Plate at long defunct Milnerton. “Felix Coetzee 
rode, and a very young Anton Marcus was second 
riding for Cookie Amos” is his razor-sharp  
recollection of this event.   
 
And as of now his  tally of Group 1 wins is 
“around the 80 mark”, while he has been SA 
Champion trainer on no less than five occasions.  
 
A dominant force in Cape Town during the 90’s, 
he enjoyed great success with Argentinian imports 
chosen by his father-in-law such as Cape Derby 
winner Resfa, and Igreja, who won the Cape  
Fillies Guineas. 
 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

After moving to Gauteng in July 1999 and fusing his 
stock with that of Tony Millard (who was moving to 
Hong Kong) a period of even greater glory began.  
 
This onslaught was spearheaded by his dual  
superstars Jet Master and El Picha, who shared the 
Equus horse-of-the-year title for the 1999/2000  
season.      
 
With so many great individuals having passed 
through his yard it’s not surprising that Woodruff 
refuses to single out the very best he has trained.  
 
Instead he narrows it down to a short list of:  
“Yard-Arm, Jet Master, Shea Shea, Eventuail, and 
the fillies Promisefrommyheart and Star Effort – but 
they were all very different types of horse.” 
 
In conclusion Geoff has a simple ambition.  
 
“We have become the older generation, but I would 
like to leave racing in a better state for the young 
people coming through.                                                                                                       
 
“Nobody can rest on their laurels in this game - but 
I’d love to see racing thriving under one banner - 
then we’ll have an industry again.” 
 
And amen to that.   
 
- tt.  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR THE 
PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za SEE www.sugarhotel.co.za 
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Sadness as Winx loses her first foal 

Winx, one of Australia’s greatest ever racehorses 
has lost her foal.  

The great mare’s former trainer Chris Waller issued 
a statement on Tuesday announcing the loss of the I 
Am Invincible foal. 

“It is with great sadness that the Kepitis, Tighe and 
Treweeke families wish to inform everyone that  
unfortunately overnight Winx lost her foal,” Waller 
said, 

“There are so many people involved in the Winx 
story from owners, staff past and present to her 
many fans around the world. 

“Our thoughts and attention at the moment are on 
Winx ensuring that she remains healthy, as anyone 

in this situation would respect. 

“It is a traumatic time for a mother and those  
involved and Winx is now the centre of our attention 
following the loss of a beautiful filly this morning. 

“We wish to thank everyone for their support and 
understanding, please respect the connections during 
this sad time and we will update you as soon as  
appropriate.” 

Winx retired a 25 time Group 1 winner with 
four Cox Plate victories her greatest racetrack  
legacy. 

The daughter of Street Cry earned $26,451,174 with 
her record of 37 wins from 43 starts. 
 
www.racenet.com.au  

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Winx in retirement  

https://www.punters.com.au/news/winx-loses-first-foal_193724/
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Camilleri’s Kingman Colt leads the way 

NEWMARKET, UK—On a day when Kingman 
(GB) was given the ultimate boost by being  
announced as the first suitor of Enable (GB), one of 
his sons played a leading role in the first session of  
Tattersalls October Book 2, following on from some 
notable returns during last week’s Book 1. 

Godolphin has already had its share of success with 
the progeny of Kingman, notably through Group 1 
winning colts Persian King (Ire) and Palace Pier 
(GB), and Anthony Stroud added another by the sire 
to Sheikh Mohammed’s string for next year when 
outbidding Joseph O’Brien at 400,000gns for lot 576 
(above). 

The son of the 8-year-old Rip Van Winkle (Ire) mare 
Allez Y (Ire) was bred by Australian John Camilleri, 
best known in the racing world as the breeder of  
superstar Winx (Aus), and was offered on his behalf 
by Harry McCalmont’s Norelands Stud. 

“He is a well-balanced horse, he moves well and we 
have had a lot of luck with Kingman,” said Stroud.  

“He is from Norelands, who do such a good job, and 
he will go to France to be trained by Andre Fabre.” 

McCalmont added that Allez Y has been covered by 

Lope De Vega (Ire) to southern hemisphere time and 
will soon be joining Camilleri’s broodmare band in 
Australia. 

“I am delighted I have sold a good horse for him, 
very happy,” said McCalmont. 

Allez Y is a daughter of the champion race filly 
L’Ancresse (Ire) (Darshaan {GB}) and a half-sister 
to the Lloyd Williams-owned Master Of Reality 
(Ire), one of four Joseph O’Brien-trained horses to 
have arrived in Australia recently to contest the  
Melbourne Cup in November. 

The trade in Book 1, though reduced, was highly 
encouraging in the current circumstances and the 
same can certainly be said for the first of three Book 
2 sessions.  

The clearance rate rose three points to 85% as 216 of 
the 255 yearlings offered found a buyer. The average 
dipped by 10% to 70,539gns and the median by 5% 
to 52,000gns.  

The day’s aggregate of 15,236,500gns was down by 
just 5%.  

www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/camilleris-kingman-colt-leads-the-way/
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Not only in SA are jockeys moggy 

What started as an afternoon of fishing-fuelled  
adventure on Moreton Bay ended with two of the 
state’s most promising apprentices stranded off the 
Queensland coast and needing a police rescue on 
Monday night. 

Young guns Justin Huxtable (left) and Adin 
Thompson were enjoying a day out of the saddle 
when their jet ski stalled and they become stranded 
about 5km off the Queensland coast around 3.30pm 
on Monday on Monday. 

The pair would spend close to six hours floating out 
at sea and required the help of the police rescue 
helicopter and Coast Guard to get back to dry 
ground. 

And they arrived safely back on shore with one 
heck of a story to tell. 

Huxtable had only purchased the jet ski “about a 
week or two ago” as an outlet away from racing 

having always spent time around the water growing 
up near Kangaroo Island. 

The former South Australian young gun decided to 
take it for a spin and give his good mate Thompson 
his first look around Moreton Island following an 
afternoon spent fishing. 
 
“We cruised along for about 2 mins and then we 
heard crash and bang. The ratchet strap we had used 
to tie it down had come loose underneath and it just 
sucked it under the ski, wrapped around the drive 
shaft and seized the engine. That was it. 

“After a few hours it started to get darker and we 
realised this is pretty serious so we better start doing 
something. 

The pair called the Coast Guard as day had quickly 
became night. 

“They told us they would get a boat in the water and 
after a while this police boat had come up behind us. 

“They’d had reports of flares off the beach at  
Redcliffe. It was about 8 o’clock by that stage. 

“Thankfully they were able to help us out and get us 
back to shore.” 

The jet ski got towed back to Redcliffe jetty with the 
pair eventually landing back on dry ground after 9pm 
with a hefty damage bill and a yarn for the ages. 

“That was my Monday day off. Yesterday has  
probably cost us about $3000 so hopefully I can ride 
a winner tomorrow at Ipswich” concluded Huxtable.  

www,racenet.com.au 

https://www.racenet.com.au/news/young-guns-rescued-by-police-off-queensland-coast-20201012
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