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After completing a week as Turf Talk editor, my life expectancy might have shortened by a couple of 
years, but I am still standing, writes Ken Nicol.  

And as with most new challenges, things are  
becoming a lot more comfortable with practise. 

It has also been an eventful seven days in racing, 
both here and overseas. Enable failed in her quest for 
an unprecedented third Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe, 
but contrary to most expectations, was not  
immediately retired.  

But on Monday it was finally confirmed that the 
wondermare will grace the track no more (see Pg8). 

Arc winner Sottsass has also put his racing days  
behind him and is going to stud at part-owners  
Coolmore. 

On the local front we can look forward to the  
summer season with great expectations, after rising 
star 3yo’s Mount Pleasant (above), Anything Goes 
and Captain’s Ransom all disposed of some classy 
older rivals with authority in Graded races.  

And there was rare praise for the handicappers from 
Mike de Kock, who stated that their assessment of 

127 for his undefeated colt was “spot-on”.  

Personally I disagree – I think it’s too low.  
Consistent Grade 1 performer Cirillo is 127, was 
race fit, and is well suited by 1450m.  

Mount Pleasant is undefeated, returned from a break, 
and was going around a bend for the first time, but 
still ended up a comfortable winner. He should be 
129 minimum – he’s clearly superior to Cirillo.       

Justin Snaith by contrast wasn’t happy with 116 for 
Captain’s Ransom. But as she defeated dual Grade 1 
winner Clouds Unfold (pre-race 126 – now 124), and 
Pretty Young Thing (116) going away, that seems 
the very least he could have expected.  

There have been a few negative race day incidents 
locally, with two Greyville polytrack meetings being 
abandoned, a wrong result temporarily declared at 
Durbanville, and horses jumping from the wrong 
stall gates at Fairview.  

(to Page 2)  

  That was the week that was  
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THAT WAS THE WEEK THAT WAS   
(from Page 1) 
 

Regarding the Cape incident, the NHA officials 
followed all the correct procedures on the day, and 
the racing operator is conducting its own  
investigation into what caused this mysterious  
malfunction.  

The Fairview faux pas is currently subject to an 
NHA enquiry.   

And just to prove that human error can creep into 
even the most professional machine, the  
multinational Aiden O’Brien operation put the 
wrong saddle cloths on their two fillies in the 
Grade 1 Fillies Mile at Newmarket on Friday.  

The error was not picked up by stewards, and 
Snowfall and Mother Earth raced carrying the  
others number.  

These things of course should never happen, but 
as the cliché goes, as long as humans are involved, 
there will be human error. 
 
Hopefully the coming week will be a quieter one.  
 
It certainly is race wise, with only the Michaelmas 
Handicap (L) at Greyville on Sunday in terms of 
black-type races. - tt.  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Pharoah has first Gr1 

Versatile Harvey’s Lil Goil (above) turned the tables 
on Micheline to become the first Grade 1 winner for 
2015 US Triple Crown-winning sire American  
Pharoah in Saturday’s Gr1 Queen Elizabeth II  
Challenge Cup Stakes at Keeneland.  
 

It was trainer Bill Mott’s second win in this  
prestigious event  
 

The grey employed her good cruising speed to 
chase Sweet Melania (American Pharoah) through 
honest enough fractions. She poked her head in front 
midway around the turn for home, kicked clear in 
midstretch and held off the cavalry charge to prevail.  
 
“She has a lot of natural speed,” said winning rider 
Martin Garcia. “She’s fast–you can do whatever you 
want. After the break, I moved outside and she was 
really comfortable by herself. When it was time to 
go, I asked and she responded.” 
 
Mott’s assistant Kenny McCarthy added, “We were 
pretty confident with her. She ran a super race for us 
at Kentucky Downs in her last out and had trained 
really well in between. She’s a little superstar. She 
pretty much goes on any surface for us. At least in 
my mind, I think the turf probably is a little bit easier 
for her to handle.” 
From thoroughbreddailynews.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR THE 
PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


3 

 



4 

 

Snaith opens KZN satellite yard  

The Snaith operation have had a year-round presence 
in KZN for a few seasons now.  
 
But they have now officially opened a satellite yard 
there, to be run by assistant Megan Trott. 
 
“My family are from KZN, and I’ve been going 

there since the year 2000, so it makes sense to make 
it official.  
 
“I would have been champion trainer there a few 
times, but not being locally domiciled, I don’t get 
counted” Justin Snaith commented with a smile. 
- tt.  

Happy birthday to the great Ipi Tombe  

Time passes too quickly, and as Di de Kock tweeted, 
the legendary Ipi Tombe turned 22 at her home in 
the USA on Saturday (pic—Kirsten Wellman).  
 
For our younger readers, the Zim bred Ipi Tombe 
came to Mike de Kock early in 2002. After a second 
in the Gauteng Fillies Guineas, she reeled off four 
straight wins - Fillies Classic, SA Fillies Guineas, 
Woolavington and Vodacom July.  
 
The July triumph was one of the most dramatic ever, 
as she beat subsequent J&B Met victor Angus by a 

short head, with less than a length covering the first 
seven finishers.  
 
2003 brought even greater exploits, as she was  
undefeated in three Dubai outings. She warmed up 
with easy Listed and Grade 3 victories. But her 
greatest moment (and payday) was undoubtedly the 
Grade 1 Dubai Duty Free (now called Dubai Turf) 
on World Cup night. Under regular pilot Kevin Shea 
she romped to a spectacular three length win over a 
top class international field in the $5m event.  
- tt.  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 
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Champion Enable calls it quits  

The curtain has come down on Enable's glittering 
career after connections opted against having one 
final start and retired the wondermare with  
immediate effect on Monday. 
 
Khalid Abdullah's hugely popular six-year-old,  
winner of 11 races at the highest level, secured her  
legacy as one of racing's brightest stars with back-to-
back victories in the Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe and a 
record three wins in the King George VI & Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes at Ascot. 
 
Trainer John Gosden said on Monday: "Enable has 
retired happy and sound after an extraordinary  
career. We all here at Clarehaven Stables have been 
very fortunate to be with her for the past five years 
and to appreciate her strong character and athletic 
prowess. 
 
"Her daily presence has been a joy and her record in 
Group 1s including four Oaks, three King Georges, 
two Arcs, an Eclipse and a Breeders' Cup Turf is a 
marvel and unprecedented. We look forward to  
visiting her nearby in her new career." 
 
Enable helped rejuvenate the career of 49-year-old 
riding legend Frankie Dettori with the jockey  
describing his bond with the mare as stronger than 
any other horse he has ridden. 
 
For the second year, Enable failed in her bid for a 
historic third success in the Arc this month when 
finishing sixth at Longchamp on desperate ground. 

With her whole season built around the Arc, it was 
expected that she would bow out in Paris but  
afterwards connections left the door ajar for one final 
appearance. 
 
Gosden said the final decision would be made by 
Abdullah and on Monday the leading owner's 
Juddmonte operation announced Enable would be 
retired immediately. 
 
Juddmonte CEO Douglas Erskine Crum said: "After 
consulting her trainer John Gosden and his racing 
manager Teddy Grimthorpe, Prince Khalid has  
decided that Enable will be retired from racing and 
will now join the Juddmonte broodmare band to be 
covered by Kingman in 2021." 
 
Grimthorpe added: "She has brought so much joy to 
everyone who has been involved with her. Her  
elegance and forceful personality have been nurtured 
by John and his team at Clarehaven, especially by 
Imran [Shahwani] who has looked after her with 
such calm and devotion. 
 
"In her, Frankie found a willing partner to execute 
her ability on the racecourse. Her CV withstands the 
closest of inspections, very few can match what she 
has given to racing."  
- www.racingpost.com 
 

"She is the horse that I've loved the most in my  
career, she really touched my heart” was Frankie 
Dettori’s response.  
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UK Racing folk honoured by the Queen 

Cheveley Park Stud owners David and Patricia 

Thompson have been recognised for their  

extraordinary philanthropic work by each being  

awarded a CBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 

List.  

 

The Thompsons have given many millions of 

pounds to a host of good causes through The 

Thompson Family Charitable Trust.  

 

Cheveley Park manager Chris Richardson said: 

"For both Mr and Mrs Thompson to have been  

recognised with CBEs is fantastic. All of us at 

Cheveley Park Stud are delighted and extremely 

proud of them. The Thompson Family Charitable 

Trust has done so much phenomenal work over so 

many years." 

Paul Lee (pictured), chairman of the Levy Board 
from 2009 until March this year, receives an OBE. 
 
Lee said: "I'm delighted and pleased. This is an 
award which is effectively a recognition of the 
work the Levy Board does, so I hope everyone 
there can take some share in the appreciation and 
acknowledgement which is implicit in it." 

Johnny Weatherby, the Queen’s representative at 
Ascot until standing down this summer, has been 
awarded the KCVO (Royal Victorian Order), which 
rewards personal services to the monarch. 

Weatherby said: "I am absolutely thrilled to  
receive this award which I accept on behalf of the 

wonderful team at Ascot, both past and present, who 
have done such a magnificent job throughout the 23 
years I was lucky enough to be involved.” 

Former jump jockey and trainer Ron Atkins has been 
honoured for his services to racing with an MBE. 

He was vice-president of the Jockeys' Association 
for 18 years, instigated the Jockeys' Pension Fund 
and was one of the association's first course  
inspectors. 

He rode over 400 winners, and as a trainer he is  
perhaps best associated with Rushmere, who won 
five races over hurdles and three on the Flat. 

After his retirement, Atkins went on to become  
director of operations at the Moorcroft Racehorse 
Welfare Centre. 

www.racingpost.com 
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