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One of the best sights in any sport is two champions going head-to-head. This will happen at the 
French Open at Roland Garros in Paris on Sunday and at Turffontein in Johannesburg on Saturday, 
writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

Striker gives Rafa and Novak a wave from the other side of the Grand Canyon  

  Striker and S’manga lock horns  

Sadly, both of these events will be staged behind closed 
doors. Still, they should make enthralling viewing for 
armchair watchers.   

In the sixth race at Turffontein, top jockeys S’manga 
Khumalo and Piere Strydom look set to have the 1,200m 
race between them on their respective mounts, Captain 
Morisco and Spanish Boy. 

Hopefully these two jockeys will not see this column as 
they may end up despondent.  

The prize money on offer for the action in Paris compared 
to that in Johannesburg is as wide as the Grand Canyon in 
the US. 

Roland Garros has prize money for the tournament of a 
staggering €38m. First prize in the Turffontein race is 
R42,000 — that is €2,144  at the current exchange rate. 

Khumalo will partner Captain Morisco for the third time 

and will be aiming to recoup losses for punters after the 
son of Captain Of All’s defeat in a graduation plate in 
September. 

What is in the three-year-old’s favour is that he is trained 
by Ashley Fortune, and her sprinter Captain Hindsight 
outran Spanish Boy in their recent clash over 1,000m. 

Nevertheless, this contest has reminded me of what a UK 
racing guru told me in my early days in racing many 
moons ago.  

He said: “If you back three-year-olds against four-year-
olds for the first three months of the season, you will end 
up with empty pockets.” 

On Saturday, Captain Morisco is set to concede half a kilo 
to Spanish Boy, so I’m taking Strydom to bring his mount 
home for owner David Shawe. 

It looks unlikely that any of the other eight (to Page 2) 
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(From Page 1) - runners will get a look in. Holy 
Man does hail from the in-form stable of St John 
Gray, but the colt was beaten by nearly seven 
lengths last time out and is no certainty to finish in 
front of Argentinian-bred Mohican. 

Gavin Lerena’s rides are always worth a second 
look and he could find a place on Candice Dawson’s 
lightly raced four-year-old Var Aglow. 

It comes as something of a surprise that Khumalo 
isn’t riding another Ashley Fortune inmate, Tahitian 
Orana, in the seventh race. He has been in the saddle 
on the Gimmethegreenlight filly for her last two 
victories so would surely have been offered the ride. 

Instead, Khumalo will be on the former Cape-
trained filly Castellano, who makes her debut for 
Alec Laird’s stable. The Randjesfontein trainer is 
excellent with the media and had an immediate  
answer to the jockey booking for his runner.  
“Quite simple, I booked S’manga first.” 

Though bookies rate Castellano a 10-1 chance, the 
four-year-old does receive 5.5kg from Tahitian  
Orana and could play a part if not in need of the run. 

Fortune has found a perfect replacement rider in 
Luke Ferraris who, according to Winning Form  
statistics to October 4, is in fourth place on the  
national jockeys log. 

Similar to Tahitian Orana, Elusive Force is also 
chasing a hat-trick so the filly, who hails from this 
season’s current leading trainer, has to be included 
in all exotic bets. 

With 19 winners up to October 4 this term, it has 
also been a bright start to the new campaign for 
trainer Paul Matchett. The former Zim trainer  
introduces a filly from his home country, Lily Blue, 
who arrives with an unblemished record. She’s an 
11-2 chance in early betting. 

The eighth race sees the return to Highveld action 
for Sean Tarry’s top-class six-year-old Warrior’s 
Rest, who has done owner Chris van Niekerk proud 
this year with a string of excellent runs. Victory will 
take the gelding’s earnings to over R1m. 

Nevertheless, Warrior’s Rest is going 1,600m this 
time and it could be another member of Paul Peter’s 
yard, Astrix, who rates at least a place accumulator 
banker. The son of Vercingetorix beat Nafoorah last 
time out and he is rated a decent sort by Mike de 
Kock. 

De Kock gives Charles - formerly with Brett Craw-
ford  - his first Highveld outing and his  
performance will be closely monitored as the Trippi 

gelding has been entered for the Summer Cup. 

Fired Up gives the De Kock stable strong back-up 
and the swinger - coupling the son of Rock Of Gi-
braltar with Astrix -  might pay a healthy dividend. 

Another talented runner is Fabian Habib’s four-
year-old Youcanthurrylove. Last season’s SA Clas-
sic third will strip fitter after his recent run behind 
Zouaves. - Courtesy of Business Day. 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

DAVID MOLLETT’S SELECTIONS 
1st Race: (11) Bold Allure (4) Blue Eyes  
(12) Meeneera (3) Sergeant York 
2nd Race: No Selection 
3rd Race: (1) Leading Lad (6) Master Mariner (10) 
Baymax (12) David’s Palace 
4th Race: (3) Roodipoort (2) Fast Draw (10) 
FSquadron (1) Nussply 
5th Race: (9) Gold Griffin (8) Barak (7) Odd Rob 
(4) Sunshine Silk 
6th Race: (4) Spanish Boy (3) Captain Morisco (5) 
Mohican (6) Var Aglow 
7th Race: (1) Tahitian Orana (2) Elusive Force (5) 
Lily Blue (6) Castellano 
8th Race: (6) Astrix (9) Fired Up (1) Warrior’s 
Rest (4) Youcanthurrylove 
9th Race: (7) Etched In Blue (11) Somasonic (6) 
Crank It Up (9) Ululate 
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Clear case for UK spectators to be back on course  

For British racing, the government's decision last 
month to indefinitely postpone the return of  
spectators might have been easier to stomach if it 
were not so obviously inconsistent with the rules 
currently being applied to other entertainment and 
hospitality businesses. 

Indoor arenas such as the O2 and Royal Albert Hall 
are preparing to open their doors to paying  
customers in the coming months, while Boris  
Johnson this week called upon the nation to support 
local cinemas. Bars and restaurants have, of course, 
been trading for months, albeit under increasingly 
tight restrictions.  

Those measures are vital to support industries dan-
gling over the abyss, and it may be the government 
believes that, by contrast, elite sport – which has 
been able to generate income by staging action  
behind closed doors – can financially cope with 
more extreme restrictions.  

That is true, but only in a broad definition of the 
word 'cope'. Racing will survive this crisis, but if 
spectators do not return until the spring it, like other 
sports, will sustain severe and lasting damage. 

However, the most concerning aspect is that with a 
Covid-19 vaccine still a hope rather than a guarantee, 
there is no clear route out of the pandemic and thus 
no timeline for when the caseload will sufficiently 
abate to allow spectators to return under current  
policies. 

Indeed, with cases rising across the country, some 
fear that far from welcoming spectators back to  
racecourses, we are doomed to labour under ever 
tighter restrictions, perhaps even a second lockdown. 
That need not be the case. Instead, a more nuanced 
approach is required. Other countries are focused on 
developing policies that will allow them to control 
the virus without savaging the economy and denying 

their citizens access to culture, sport and recreation. 
More broadly, a growing consensus is emerging 
across the continent that a second lockdown is simp-
ly unaffordable. 
 
Within that context, sports arenas have a powerful 
argument for allowing spectators back in restricted 
numbers as part of a practical policy of living re-
sponsibly with the virus.  

Racecourses are some of the safest environments in 
which it is possible to host small crowds. There is no 
risk of tribal fan behaviour before or after, the vast 
open spaces make social distancing a breeze, and 
over more than four months of summer action racing 
has proved itself an exemplar of safe sport in the 
time of Covid-19.  

New measures could also be implemented to  
enhance bio-security: ticket sales could be restricted 
to the local area to prevent any risk of seeding  
infections elsewhere in the country, downloading the 
NHS's new contact tracing app could be a require-
ment of entry and face masks could even be made 
compulsory for all.  

Getting spectators back on course as soon as possible 
must be a priority for racing. Aside from the devas-
tating financial impact of their absence, the sport is 
also suffering an untold cost in terms of lost fan  
engagement and a much-diminished ownership  
experience, while many on-course bookmakers will 
simply not survive a winter without any income. 

That would all be an irrelevance if hosting spectators 
were incompatible with controlling the virus or with 
current government policy. It is neither. Spectators 
can return safely to racecourses, providing the sport 
a vital economic lifeline through a long winter, mini-
mising the need for state aid, and all without  
jeopardising public health. It is time to let the fans in 
again. - www.racingpost.com 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Port Elizabeth Tellytrack presenter Nadine Rapson always does her homework and her tips are usually 
worth listening to. Last Friday was a case in point. Both her top bet Marmara Sea and value bet  
Moonlightstranger did the business for the punters. 

Rapson knows racing 
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Retired Sottsass now in Longines Top Ten  

 Arc winner Sottsass (Fr) has moved into the top ten 
of the Longines World’s Best Racehorse Rankings 
with a mark of 123.  
 
In other changes Mogul (GB) is rated 121 after his 
Gr1 Juddmonte Grand Prix de Paris performance. 
Kameko went to 122 from 120 after scoring in the 
Gr2 Shadwell Joel S. Ghaiyyath (Ire) remains on top 
of the table at 130.  
 
Stateside, the filly Swiss Skydiver improved to 122, 
after her narrow win over 124-ranked Gr1 Kentucky 

Derby winner Authentic in the Gr1 Preakness Stakes 
on October 3.  
 
Mo Forza (Uncle Mo) is also a new addition to the 
rankings with a mark of 120 after his win in the Gr1 
City of Hope Mile Stakes.  
 
Klawervlei stallion Royal Mo is a son of Uncle Mo 
and has reputedly produced stunning first foals. 
 
Best SA horse is Do It Again, clocking in at joint  
24th with an international rating of 121. - tt.  


