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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Wednesday, 7 October 2020 

Justin Snaith always goes into the Cape season well-stocked with quality three-year-olds, but 2020 

looks a bit special. He was happy to chat on Wednesday about his embarrassment of riches.  

The Snaith family and stable-hand Lungisile  Sikrwaca lead in  Captain’s Ransom on Saturday. (pic. Wayne Marks) 

   Snaith overstocked with talent 

As is traditional, we give the fillies pride of place.  
 
“Captain’s Ransom is an extremely nice filly. We 
thought we’d take a chance on Saturday, as Clouds 
Unfold may not be quite what she was. She’ll proba-
bly miss the Western Cape Fillies Championship (on 
October 24) as the short run-in on the Kenilworth 
old course won’t suit her.”  
 
But he is less impressed with the 116 merit rating 
given to her by the handicappers.  
 
“She may well be a 116 in time, but she didn’t earn 
that on Saturday. Never in the history of SA racing 
has a horse earned a rating like that in the off-season 
at Durbanville. It’s ridiculous!” 
 
And there are a few other sophomore females to  

reckon with.  
 
“We hold Dazzling Sun in high regard. She will be 
our main hope for the WCFC. It’s been tough to find 
a race for her. You have to be patient with the off-
spring of Camelot, as I’ve found out with Crown 
Towers. 
 
“Trickster is a nice type. She’s very game and needs 
ground. And Really Royal is a decent filly. She’s 
another who I haven’t found a 1400 for. We will 
have to run her in a sprint next Tuesday, so look out 
for her there.” 
 
And he has a couple of unexposed types for the 
punters to latch on to.  

(to Page 2) 
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SNAITH OVERSTOCKED WITH TALENT 
(from  Page 1) 
 
“In Your Time is one to follow. She was second to 
Marmalisa last time, who I think is Candice Bass-
Robinson’s best young filly. And watch out for Or-
ange Bowl – she is a lovely filly.” 
 
Orange Bowl is unraced and by Duke Of Marma-
lade. Worth putting in your notebook.   
 
Colts 
 
And as for the colts… 
 
“Speed Machine I think is the real deal. He has a 
huge action and an extremely high cruising speed, 
which tends to make him overrace a bit, but that’s 
because they can’t go fast enough for him. In that 
sense he’s a bit like Rainbow Bridge.” 
 
(And I have to admit that after his jaw-dropping win 
in the Sophomore a month ago I immediately wrote 
“future Grade 1 winner” in my little black book. But 
back to Justin.)  
 
“Jet Dark won the Langerman in good style, and is a 
very smart horse. His pre-race gallop was good 
enough to have won the Matchem on Saturday if I 
had run him.   
 
“Erik The Red will compete with the very best over 
12-1400m. He’s the toughest young horse I have. I 
think he will get a mile, but whether he does so at 

the level of the Guineas is another question. Being 
a son of Captain Al and out of the Grade 1 winning 
mare Covenant, he has major stud potential as well. 
 
“Hyde Park is also of the very highest quality and 
is definitely up there with my best ones. He will 
run in the approaching Cape Classic over 1400m. 
 
“All of Erik The Red, Speed Machine, Jet Dark  
and Hyde Park would be ready to go right now if 
the Guineas was tomorrow. 
 
“The Gatekeeper is flying under the radar at pre-
sent. But look out for him in his next start. And 
Tarantino is earmarked for the CTS ready-to-run in 
November. 
 
“Hoedspruit is our Derby horse at this moment in 
time. He is an incredible looker. 
 
“We also have a good few Dynasty’s and Silvano’s 
either unraced or currently unexposed.”  
 
Quite an array of talent, as Justin agrees.  
 
“This is the strongest three-year-old crop I have 
ever trained, and it wouldn’t surprise me if it turns 
out to be the best I ever get hold of.” 
 
A very big statement from the former champion 
trainer.   
 
“We will keep the punters informed wherever we 

can” concludes the ebullient Snaith.  - tt.  

Captain’s Ransom(left) wins the Diana on Saturday 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Tattersalls sale makes 2020 top yearling price   

 NEWMARKET, UK—Any doubts as to the partici-
pation of some of the leading buyers at Tattersalls’s 
flagship October Sale were largely dispelled as Book 
1 got underway on Tuesday with four seven-figure 
lots and the most expensive yearling sold in Europe 
or North America this year.  
 
That honour went to the sole, emotional offering 
from Colin Murfitt’s local Pantile Stud in the King-
man (GB) half-brother to 2000 Guineas and G1 St 
James’s Palace winner Galileo Gold (GB) (Paco Boy 
{Ire}), who sold for 2.7-million gns to Oliver St 

Lawrence acting on behalf of Fawzi Nass and 
Bahraini interests. The Kingman colt will be 
trained by Roger Varian. 
 
“He didn’t put a foot wrong from the moment 
he was born,” said Bo Hicks-Little, stud manag-
er for breeder Colin Murfitt’s Pantile Stud.  
 
“He’s just been a superstar and he’s so straight-
forward. He’s not just a great specimen physi-
cally but mentally he’s so professional. He’s 
been very easy to look after. To me he’s just 
‘Goofy’, it was a Disney naming theme that 
year. I’m going to go back to the stable to see 

him now.” 
 
The colt’s dam Galicuix (GB) (Galileo {Ire}), a half
-sister to G1 King’s Stand S. winner Goldream (GB) 
(Oasis Dream {GB}), had herself been bought by 
Murfitt from the same ring back in 2013 for just 
8,000gns.  
 
A non-winner herself, she hit the bullseye with her 
first foal, Galileo Gold, and has produced five win-
ners from her five runners to date. She did not 
prduce a foal in 2020 but is back in foal to Too Darn 
Hot (GB). The Kingman colt was consigned for     
Pantile Stud by Houghton Bloodstock. 
 
In what felt a strong market throughout the first ses-
sion of Book 1, figures did predictably take a dip 
from last year’s buoyant trade but Sheikh Moham-
med’s bullish return to the yearling sales accounted 
for approximately a quarter of the day’s turnover of 
27,250,000gns, which was down by 22% on 2019.  
 
The clearance rate held up respectably for an elite 
sale at 73%—or 124 sold from 158 yearlings of-
fered. The average was down 14% at 223,790gns 
and the median fell by 33% to 120,000gns. 
(from  www.thoroughbreddailynews.com) 

                       Captain’s Ransom (left) gets up to beat a game Clouds Unfold in the Diana. 

Lot 174, the session-topping Kingman colt | Tattersalls  
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 
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Sottsass retired to Coolmore 

 

2020 G1 Qatar Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe hero Sottsass
(Fr) (Siyouni {Fr}-Starlet's Sister {Ire}, by Galileo {Ire}) 
has been retired and will take up stallion duties at Cool-
more Stud in Ireland, owner Peter Brant announced on 
Tuesday. 

A colourbearer for Brant's White Birch Farm initially, 
with Coolmore buying a 50% interest this year, the 2019 
French highweight's fee will be announced later. 

"A world champion at three and now an Arc winner at 

four, I have decided to retire Sottsass after what he has 
achieved,"Brandt said.  

"He has retired sound and right at the top of his game-this 
is important to me. I am looking forward to breeding 
some of my best mares to him. Coolmore purchased 50% 
of him earlier in the year and he will stand there for 
2021." 

www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

“Drink water from the spring where horses drink. The horse 
will never drink bad water,” wrote Saint Seraphim of Sarov.  

I was wrong about Justine  

It’s not nice making a mistake on your first day. In my 
Monday story I stated that there were no active female 
jockeys in SA, although in my defence I was badly ad-
vised on the subject by an NHA official. 
 
Reader Tasnim Adam pointed out my error, correctly  
informing me via e-mail that PE based Justine King had 
even won a race as recently  as August 14 this year, when 
she partnered Royal Cavalier to victory in a Maiden at  
Fairview. 
 
But sadly after 20 scores as an apprentice, that was her 
first winner in 112 rides after qualifying in 2013, and she  
hasn’t picked up even a single mount since August 28.  
 
“I’m struggling to get rides since the flights opened again, 
even though  I ride work for quite a few of the PE  
trainers” stated Justine sadly when contacted. 
 
Unlike some other countries you can’t make a living here 
just from work-riding, and like many struggling jockeys 
she has a side-line - in her case in personal training. - tt.  
 

Pic—Karla Newton 
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