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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Monday, 5 October 2020 

                     A stoic Nicol and Pretorius bravely consider taking on the banquet at the L’Ormarins Queens Plate. 

      Replacing the irreplaceable 
It’s not only in politics that a week is a long time. Last Monday the idea was first put to me about donning the 
mantle of Turf Talk editor, and here I am penning this story for ‘my’ first Newsletter, writes Ken Nicol. 

Taking over from the honourable Charl Pretorius is both a 
privilege and a daunting prospect at the same time. The 
legend has been synonymous with this publication from 
its conception five years ago and casts a giant shadow.  
 
 I have always got on very well with the big man, even if 
our political views differ radically(lol) and spent a pleas-
antly intense day as his guest in Roodeport on Thursday 
learning all the procedures. Actually come to think of it 
‘pleasantly intense’ probably describes most of my en-
counters with Charl over the years! 
 
When you inherit something established it would be ill-
advised to make big changes overnight, but I will put my 
own stamp on things over time, once settled in and com-
fortable with running this well-oiled machine. 
 
As we all know 2020 has so far been an annus horribulus 
for our racing, with Covid, Phumelela going into business 
rescue, and the recent terrible event in PE all sending 
shock waves through our systems.  

 
But if racing folk are anything it is resilient under pres-
sure, As we approach the end of the year there are green 
shoots of optimism, with the MOD intervention, stakes 
gradually rising again, and our racecourses beginning to 
open up. And tote turnovers have remained robust.  
 
We need to remain positive and all work together. Things 
will get better. There IS light at the end of the tunnel. All 
in danger of becoming tired cliches, but Turf Talk will 
help turn those phrases into our new reality.   
 
I have played a number of roles in this great game, and a 
brief racing history of Ken Nicol runs as follows: NHA 
Handicapper, Journalist (Sporting Post, Phumelela), jock-
ey’s agent, R100 punter.  
 
Few things are certain in life, but I will love racing till the 
day I die.   
 
Let’s do this. It’ll be fun.  - tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Compression works for top sorts   

When Eden Roc (above) stormed up 
from near the rear to victory in the 
Allowance Plate over 1200m at 
Turffontein on Saturday, a few of our 
more eagle-eyed readers would have 
noticed the unusual head gear he 
sported.  
 
From TV screen distance it looks 
rather like wetsuit material and mask-
like, but is called a compression 
hood. We spoke to Desiree de An-
drade, who sells the products through 
her mogulequine.co.za. website.  
 
“I imported Hidez products to use on 
my own horses, and was so impressed 
I set myself up as agent to market 

them locally. The concept of graduat-
ed compression therapy increases 
blood flow to specific parts of the 
body.  
 
“By encouraging the body to deliver 
more oxygen and nutrients to those 
areas, you can speed up recovery, 
relieve pain, and improve athletic 
performance.  
 
“They reduce stress in uptight horses 
by helping to release endorphins. 
Sean Tarry uses them a lot and has 
about twenty. Roy Magner, Heather 
Adamson and Roy Magner are other 
who use the hoods. Justin Snaith has 
a couple of full body compression 

suits as well.    
 
Belgarion and Do It Again  (below) 
were pictured modelling their suits in 
the days leading up to this year’s 
Vodacom July, and of course have 
won the last three runnings of the 
great race between them. 
 
Desiree is heavily invested in racing, 
being a stable employee and regular 
work rider for Dianne Stenger. She 
has shares in no fewer than ten hors-
es, spread across the Stenger, Mark 
Dixon and Paul Lafferty yards.    
 
She is also a practising attorney, so is 
clearly a woman of many talents.  -tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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De Grendel is new home for CTS Cape sale 

Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) is proud to announce a 
partner for the 2021 Cape Premier Yearling Sale to be 
held at De Grendel, one of the Western Cape’s most es-
tablished and internationally renowned wine farms, situat-
ed near Plattekloof in the Cape Town wine region. 

Executive Chairman Chris van Niekerk is unsurprisingly 
enthusiastic about the prospect.  

“A lot has changed in the past year - Covid has changed 
the world, and our environment. We have to think outside 
the box, which is a good thing. We had to find a different 
venue for the Premier sale, and have made a tremendous 
choice. I’m very happy and it’s exciting” he commented 
on Monday morning.  

De Grendel, meaning ‘latch’ or ‘lock’ in Dutch, is one of 
Cape Town’s oldest farms, stretching out over almost 330 
hectares on the fynbos-covered slopes of Tygerberg Hill. 
They will be hosting a sparkling 2021 renewal of the sale, 
moving from the city to the exquisite Cape countryside 
for renewed energy, and potential growth in one of the 
world’s most exclusive breeding and racing regions. 

De Villiers Graaff, the fourth generation owner of De 
Grendel, owned by the Graaff family since 1892, said: 
“We were introduced recently to the horse racing industry 
by our cousin Pieter, who owns Lammerskraal Stud, but 
De Grendel is not foreign to loving horses, as my grandfa-
ther (Sir) De Villiers Graaff was a great horse lover who 
only ever revealed his treasured and private war stories 
when he was on the back of a horse!” 

For the 2021 Cape Premier Yearling Sale, a conducive 

sale venue will be created on the De Grendel property 
next to its award-winning restaurant, a delightful culinary 
institution reflective of the unique heritage of the Cape, 
and    presented with complementary De Grendel wines.  

Grant Knowles, Bloodstock and Marketing  Director of 
CTS, commented: “This is possibly the most exciting 
partnership in racing, combining two powerful brands 
with respective strengths, to elevate an already legendary 
sale to a whole new level. This is an occasion not to be 
missed!” 

Amanda Carey, Sales Director of CTS, said: “The syner-
gy between horseracing, wine and tradition makes this the 
perfect venue. De Grendel is steeped in history. We thank 
the Graaff family for this opportunity.” 

The 2021 De Grendel/CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale 
has been scheduled for Wednesday 27 and Thursday 28 
January 2021, preceding the equally spectacular 2021 Sun 
Met on Saturday, 30th January 2021.  -  CTS Media Re-
lease. 
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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The great mare Enable may not have won what seems likely to  have been her final race in the Arc 
on Sunday, but she was given this brilliant tribute by equine artist Darren Birdie, who also runs the 
Birdie Racing Club in the UK. 

Racing unpredictable? What about football  

People say racing is unpredictable, but what 
about the Premier League this season? Sunday 
started with Leicester 0 West Ham 3, which was 
swiftly pushed into insignificance by Man U 1 
Tottenham 6.  
 
But Aston Villa 7 Liverpool 2 put even that in 
the shade and must be the most shocking score 
line since Germany 7 Brazil 1 at the 2014 World 
Cup, although the recent Bayern’s recent  8-2 
cuffing of  Barcelona is also a contender.  
 
The correct score double for the Spurs and Villa 
wins would have netted you retirement money, 

but could only have been taken by residents of a 
prison for the criminally insane.   
 
Apart from Prince William, another Villa fan to 
be ecstatic was popular race caller Alastair Co-
hen.  
 
He tweeted: ‘What a time to be alive. From the 
depths of the Championship to beating the best 
EPL side since Arsenal's invincibles.’ 
 
As a lifelong Gunners fan, I can only say it’s 
lucky he didn’t suggest that the Reds are better 
than the mighty Invincibles!  - tt. 
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Where are our female jockeys? 

While all the attention on Sunday was rightly on Enable 
and the Arc, the Group 1 Prix Marcel Boussac for juvenile 
fillies had earlier gone to Tiger Tanaka and Mademoiselle 
Jessica Marcialis (pictured). 
 
She prevailed by a gutsy three-quarters of a length after a 
rather messy contest.   
 
And earlier in the week Saudi Arabia took another step 
forward in its stance on women with the confirmation of 
two female jockeys as apprentices for the coming season. 
 
Women had never ridden in the kingdom until February 
this year, when the trailblazing Nicola Currie broke the 
ice in the annual Jockeys’ Challenge. 
 
So where are our female riders? There are no women cur-

rently riding in South Africa - a sad state of affairs.  
According to Cape riding master Terrence Welsh, there 
are a couple of girls at the academy in Durban, but they 
are in the early stages, and still far from riding in races.  
 
The last female to ride a winner in SA to my knowledge 
was Denice Lee, who racked up 35 between 2011-2015, 
but then disappeared off the scene. 
 
And the only Grade 1 winning woman in our history is 
Lisa Prestwood, who memorably notched a couple of big 
sprints on Al Nitak for the late, lamented Buddy Maroun 
in 2003.   
 
More and more women are making it in other  
jurisdictions, but less and less here. The reasons for this 
are complex, but the situation needs to be reversed.  -tt. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

“Drink water from the spring where horses drink. The horse 
will never drink bad water,” wrote Saint Seraphim of Sarov.  

River rolling on gently 

Such a peaceful photo...this is the great race mare River Jetez, 
resting with her 2020 foal – a Trippi colt. 
  
The River was a champion, and memorably won the then J&B 
Met in 2010 for now retired Mike Bass under Glen Hatt, beating 
off the challenge of another star mare in Mike de Kock’s Mother  
Russia. 
 
That brought to an end the three-year Met reign of her year older 
full-brother Pocket Power.  
 
She then went on to further success overseas, including seconds I 
the Gr1 Dubai Duty Free and the Gr1 Singapore Cup and a third 
in the Gr1 Beverly D Stakes. 
 
This week two of her offspring won champion status in their re-
spective provinces to enhance her legacy. 
 
Delta Queen was voted champion two -year-old filly in the West-
ern Cape.  
 
And that one’s now seven-year-old full brother Rivarine took 
home the champion sprinter accolade in Gauteng.  
 
Which proves that her progeny have train on as well as being 
precocious. 
  
A first date with Var is what next awaits Avontuur’s queen bee.  
 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

