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BOHICA: Set for a follow-up win.  (JC Photos). 

Up-and-coming Bohica looks set for a 
follow-up win at Turffontein 

IF punters need any reminding how good Michael Azzie is with sprinters, they need only cast their 
minds back to the outstanding career of National Currency. He won nine of his 13 races in this 
country and also enjoyed success in Dubai, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

This does not mean that Azzie — now with son Ad-
am at his side — is solely a sprint specialist. His 
record in graded races stands up to the closest ex-
amination. 
 
However, the Randjesfontein-based trainer can 
clearly spot a horse likely to make the grade as a 
top sprinter and Bohica is the latest to fall into this 
category. 

When Bohica took on Mr Flood in his latest race, the 
question posed by this writer to Mike Azzie was 
whether he felt the Summerhill-bred could down 
Lucky Houdalakis’s sprinter. The answer was in the 
affirmative and the son of Capetown Noir was 
backed in from 5-1 to 2-1. Some punters were  
obviously listening. 
 
The Azzies decided to sidestep the Mercury. (to p2) 
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

BOHICA TO WIN AGAIN (fm p1) 
 
Instead, Bohica heads for Turffontein on Saturday to 
contest the Spring Spree Stakes in which the oppo-
sition is far inferior to that he would have  
encountered at HollywoodbetsGreyville. 
 
So the advice to those who have still got money 
after last weekend’s succession of shock results is 
to lump it on S’manga Khumalo once again. 
 
The 2013 Vodacom July winning jockey is riding 
with a fierce determination — so much so that he 
might have a say in this season’s jockeys’  
championship. 
 

So what, if anything, can lower Bohica’s col-
ours on Saturday. Perhaps his biggest handi-
cap is a wide draw, but Rebel’s Champ is a se-
rious racehorse when he is on song. However, 
he has to give Bohica 6.5kg, too tough a task in 
my book. 
 
St John Gray is riding the crest of a wave, but even 
so his recent winner, Old Man Tyme, looks too close 
in the weights to Bohica. That leaves stablemate 
Oravar a definite each-way chance, and Sean  
Tarry’s runner Urban Rock. 
 
Winning Form is a top guide for punters and they 
will be surprised to see in the book’s statistics to 
August 26 that champion trainer Sean Tarry does 
not feature in the top 30 in the national log. 
 
It is probable that this doesn’t concern Tarry one 
iota — horses need to be given a break and the  
current hard going can result in them becoming 
jarred up. 
 
Urban Rock has just 52kg — we shall have to see if 
Lyle Hewitson puts up any overweight — so he is 
receiving 4kg from Bohica, which brings him firmly 
into the picture. 
 
Roy Magner’s horses seem to enjoy the current go-
ing and he sends out three runners — Pool Party, 
Dancing Queen and The Fifth Wave — in the  
supporting feature, the 1,200m Lady’s Stakes. 
 
It is a certainty that Pool Party’s owner, Gerald  
Sadlier, partied with his friends after his mare’s most 
recent win, and another success is very much on 

the cards on Saturday. 

Nevertheless, this column is going to row in with 
stablemate The Fifth Wave, who turned in a good 
performance when third behind Sheer Talent on her 
most recent appearance. 
 
Mike de Kock will be delighted with MOD’s victory 
on Tuesday and has allowed himself a few days 
relaxation with the country’s wonderful wildlife. It’s 
back to work on Saturday and he will be hoping Gin 
Fizz can trouble the Magner trio.—Business Day. 

TURFFONTEIN SATURDAY 
SELECTIONS BY DAVID MOLLETT 

1st Race: (5) Malmoos (1) Marrakech (2) All The 
Kings Men (6) Manterio 

2nd Race: (4) Jonny Ripon (3) Inherit The Rain (7) 
Second Base (1) Forever Light 

3rd Race: (7) My Sugar Baby (1) Milan Princess 
(9) Scottish Primrose (2) Winters Power 

4th Race: (2) Spice Market (1) Kokeshi (6) Rizzoli 
(3) Rosso Meadow 

5th Race: (1) Al Haamy (8) Castle Corner (7) Cap-
tain Cupid (2) The Time Is Now 

6th Race: (8) The Fifth Wave (2) Pool Party (6) Gin 
Fizz (5) All Of Me 

7th Race: (3) Bohica (9) Urban Rock (5) Oravar (6) 
Old Man Tyme 

8th Race: (12) Al Qaqaa (2) Var And Away (11) 
Royal Escapade (3) Rock Of Africa 

9th Race: (3) Dance Class (4) Barak (5) Tyrus Ex-
press (9) Cairon 

Get the clear picture 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Punting professionals tell how they find winners 
PROFESSIONAL punters have very well-honed processes for assessing a race, built and refined 
over many years. And they generally have all the information they need in large and expensive form 
databases. 

Obviously, that’s not the case for all of us. So 
where should we start when looking to assess rac-
es and do our own form? 
 
Three Australian professionals gave some pointers 
to punters.com.au: 
 
TREVOR LAWSON: “FAVOUR HORSES WITH 
GOOD SPEED” 
 
“It's not rocket science, but there are definitely a 
few things I’d advise punters to look at when first 
assessing a race. They can really help you to elimi-
nate runners that, in the long run, don’t have much 
chance of winning. 
 
“The first thing I’d say is to pay close attention to 
the speed form, and look to back runners that nor-
mally race up on the pace. The figures on it are 
simple: they win most of the races. Swoopers 
(latecomers) just don’t get there that often. 
 
Form study: Where to begin? 
 
-Pay close attention to which trainers and jockeys 
are performing well. 
 
-If you look at the premierships at the end of every 
year versus how many races there are in total, the 
Top 10 or so have a big share of the winners. 
 
-The top trainers simply get better horses sent to 
them and are better at aiming them at races where 
they can win, and the top jockeys likewise get the 
best rides – and they get them home when it 

counts. 
 
“The other basic I’d highlight is that once they’ve got 
some exposed form, avoid horses with poor winning 
strike rates. There’s plenty out there that just don’t 
get to the line. Steer clear of them. 
 
“If you combine those few basics you’ll be well on the 
way.” 
 
GARETH PHILLIPS: “START FOCUSING ON 
MAIDENS” 
 
“My biggest asset is my database. I’ve always used 
the best database available to me, but that comes at 
a cost that’s uncomfortable to a more casual punter. 
And quite frankly, it’s a waste of money unless you’re 
an educated racing analyst. A quality database is 
definitely something to strive toward later in your 
journey, but it’s not needed to begin. 
 
“Start with maidens, where winning chances are lim-
ited, and hone your skills at watching video replays. It 
will take a while to gain confidence with your opin-
ions, but it’s a very worthy venture once you get 
there. 
 
“Your biggest hurdle to begin will be in your pro-
cessing of race times against some kind of bench-
mark. But by focusing on maidens, you’ll more often 
than not have other races of the same distance to 
compare to. 
 
“Without a sound understanding of race speed, 
you’re going to be finding swooper after  (to page 7) 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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PRO PUNTERS TELL HOW (fm p4) 
 
swooper as they catch your eye running on late, 
and you’ll rarely find a leader. But leaders, of 
course, have higher winning strike rates. 
 

Get yourself a 'Black Book', for notes, and start 
watching maiden races until you progress to a high-
er level of confidence. If you can find someone with 
more experience to banter with about your findings 
it’s terrific – and there's plenty of them to chat rac-
ing with out there! 
 
THE PROFESSOR: “BECOME A REPLAY 
WATCHER” 
 
“I’m an advocate for picking a single region and 
sticking to it - learning about the tracks, jockeys and 
trainers in a lot of detail. This is what I do – I bet 
exclusively in South-East Queensland. 
 
“One of the key advantages you get from this ap-
proach is learning about the bias at different tracks. 
If you keep a record of rail position and track bias at 
every meeting that you assess, then you’ll have a 
good chance of predicting any likely bias at upcom-
ing meetings. 
 

“The main resource we have that wasn’t 
around when I started is the ability to easily 
access video replays online. Though some 
people downplay the importance of video 
watching, it provides plenty of information that 
isn’t available in the form guide. 
 
“Aside from track bias, replays can also give you 
plenty of other information. A horse might have set-

tled last, but did it jump with the field and have to be 
restrained to go back to last? You might expect that 
horse to settle much closer from a better draw. 

“What did the horse do after the line? A horse might 
be beaten two lengths into third, but if it’s three 
lengths in front shortly after the line, that’s a positive 
for that horse going forward. 

“That same horse might also have gapped the fourth 
horse by six lengths. Though you can get that infor-
mation from the form guides, for me it’s much more 
obvious on the replay. 

These are just a few examples. For the amount of 
information you get relative to how much time you 
put in, becoming a good video watcher is well worth 
the effort. Combine that with a sharp focus on your 
preferred region, and you’ll already be in front of 
plenty of punters.  - Full report on punters.com.au 

DURBANVILLE MOVES TO SUNDAY 
 
CURRENT track conditions at Durbanville are still 
very wet after all the rain earlier in the week and 
there is further rain forecast for tomorrow. 
 
It has thus been decided to move the race meeting 
scheduled for Durbanville on Saturday 5 September 
to Sunday 6 September, when conditions are fore-
cast to be dry and sunny. 
 
Racegoers must note that the times of the eight rac-
es have also been adjusted. 
 
The new starting times as follows: Race 1: 12:40 
Race 2: 13:15 Race 3: 13:45 Race 4: 14:22 Race 5: 
14:58 Race 6: 15:35 Race 7: 16:10 Race 8: 16:45 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.punters.com.au
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Horses and non-conformists 

THERE is a band in Gosford, New South Wales, called 
“The Deathless Horsie”,  who describes themselves as “A 
group musical project of heavy rock designed to shock and 
awe!”. They named themselves after a song by the legend-
ary singer-songwriter, freedom of speech fighter and 
American culture satirist Frank Zappa (1940—1994) 
whose greatest hits include, ’My Guitar Wants To Kill Your 
Mama’, ’Bobby Brown Goes Down;’ and ’Why Does It Hurt 
When I Pee?’ His ’Deathless Horsie’ is a heavy rock guitar 
instrumental number that never hit the Billboard Charts, 
and the band in its honour probably won’t either. Again, 
however, the horse plays a role in non-conformist culture, 
like it does in so many other realms of human experience. 

Time for the weekend blues... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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