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CHARLES Savage: “Let’s move on from this mess and get on with the business of righting the wrongs!” 

New group seeks the right CEO, to start 
THE business rescue plan for Phumelela has been approved, in favour of Mary Oppenheimer 
Daughters (MOD) and its implementation will herald a new dawn for horseracing in South Africa. 

Racing Association Board Member Charles Savage, 
as member of Racing’s Restructuring Task Team 
(RTT), said that a name for the new company to run 
racing is being considered and that ‘Raceco’ is the 
current place holder. 
 
The first task of the new company will be to find a 
Chief Executive Officer and Savage told Turf Talk: 
“Our bias is towards the right person to lead the 
group, and a previously disadvantaged individual.” 
 
In his speech to creditors during their meeting last 
Tuesday, Savage addressed the Zoom conference 

and said: “I am confident that what you seek most 
from these proceedings is certainty about the  
recovery of funds owing to you and the future of the 
horse racing industry.  
 
“(This means) certainty on which we can all close 
the door and move forward from a painful chapter in 
horse racing’s history and then the Covid pandemic, 
all of which conspired to take Phumelela to the preci-
pice of liquidation and financial ruin for tens of  
thousands of effected stakeholders.  
 
“Mary Oppenheimer and daughters, MOD,   (to p2) 
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

NEW GROUP SEEKS CEO  (fm p1) 
 
delivers this certainty. 
 
“MODs intervention in April, which saw Phumelela 
safely through to a considered and professional 
business rescue process, ultimately saved all 
stakeholders from certain ruin and was done at a 
time when there were no other raised hands in the 
room. 
 
“MODs deal delivers horse racing assets, at a fair 
value, back into trusted horse racing hands. These 
are assets that were ill advisedly gifted and entrust-
ed to Phumelela more than 20 years ago. Assets 
that will now be purposefully managed for the right-
ful benefit of all of horse racing stakeholders, fairly, 
broadly and transparently.  
 
“MODs deal does all of this with certainty, from a 
treasured and trusted proudly South African family 
that have once again raised their hands to be 
counted.  
 
“All parties have had the same opportunity to pre-
sent their offers, to put their capital to work and to 
substantively sign material agreements... And yet 
here today only one party has delivered on all three 
counts. MOD. 
 
“Let’s move on from this mess and get on with the 
business of righting the wrongs, increasing all 
stakeholder value and importantly growing the won-
derful sport of horse racing again to the benefit of 
all South Africans.” 
 
In terms of the plan Phumelela’s horseracing, tote 
betting, media and international operations will be 
formed into a new entity under the leadership of 
new and existing management. 

 
Betting World, Phumelela’s fixed-odds divi-
sion, is set to be sold along with the com-
pany’s shareholdings in Interbet, Supabets 
and SW Security. 
 
It’s likely the company will then be delisted from the 
JSE. 
 
Job losses are expected to be minimal. 
 
Phumelela has already trimmed management struc-
tures, eliminated wasteful expenditure and fo-

cussed on driving revenue through its core opera-
tions, though much work remains. 
 
Horseracing is one of South Africa’s major industries, 
indirectly employing over 40,000 people and paying 
hundreds of millions of Rands in various taxes.  
 
The RTT will be keeping the industry posted on de-
velopments. There is a mass of paperwork to be 
completed over the next several weeks, and things 
can’t change overnight, but the process to recovery is 
now in motion. - tt. 
 
Everyone is well aware of the need for a strong,  
qualified leader, and we urge those who will pick him,  
or her, to ensure they don’t leave a detail spared 
when it comes to background checks. The culture of  
corruption is so deeply rooted in South African  
business and society, from the highest levels down, 
that their task of finding a suitable candidate won’t be 
an easy one. There are circumstances, including po-
litically correct requirements at play, there appears to 
be no way around that but please, please don’t leave 
racing in the hands of another looting shyster! - Ed. 

FORMER NHA boss Lyndon Barends is guaranteed 
NOT to get the job. 

@turftalk1 
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Ready To Run 
Race Log 

BRETT Crawford’s three-year-old 
Remus, fifth in the Gr3 Godolphin 
Barb Stakes and 7th in the Gold 
Medallion, tops the 2020 Ready 
To Run Sales Race log, with his 
merit rating of 99. 
 
CTS has published the latest log 
for the race, scheduled for 28 No-
vember, a day after the 2020 
Ready To Run Sale. (See, right) 
 
Other recently prominent winners 
on the log include the grey Willow 
Express, who ran second in the 
KZN Breeders and then close up 
in the Gr2 Golden Horseshoe and 
the Gr1 Premiers; Southern 
Charm, who followed a fluent de-
but with  a good second in a 
Graduation Plate, and the highly 
regarded Fast Love, beaten under 
three lengths in the Premiers last 
Saturday. 
 
There are a number of Maidens 
on the log, some can win soon, 
and the log, and some ratings, 
are likely to change in the build-
up to the race. 
 
The stake money on offer will be 
R1,25-million, with the three bo-
nus prizes of R250,000 for sales 
graduates on offer until April 
2021.—tt. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.gggaming.bet/
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Justine deserves more rides 

TODAY, exactly 10 years ago, Justine King, then a 4kg claimer, rode Nell Gwynn to a win for trainer Allan 
Greeff at Fairview. She hasn't had many opportunities since, in fact we couldn’t find a winner for her all the 
way back to 2016 (just 30 rides between then an now!) and then, last month, she rode Royal Cavalier for 
Hekkie Strydom to win a Novice Plate at Fairview. “I rode a winner now, so hopefully more rides will come 
my way, “ she said. “If there was a mindset that the PE jockeys can’t do the job it was proven wrong. I will 
keep on working hard. I am there every morning to ride work.” There are not many female jockeys around, 
something King would love to see change. “Not enough female riders are joining the industry. Women need 
the opportunities, even if we are not as strong as the men. When you are given chances with good horses, 
your riding will improve and it lifts your confidence.”  - Henk Steenkamp. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Only 5000 people will be allowed to attend ‘Arc’ 
THE general public will almost certainly be absent from Longchamp for Enable’s historic attempt at 
a third Qatar Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe (and her anticipated match with rising star, Love), with race 
organisers now resigned to having to live within the current limit of 5,000 people on a racecourse.  

France Galop had hoped to gain a dispensation from 
Paris police and city authorities to welcome 15,000 
to 20,000 people to a socially distanced Arc. 

But, with the French government now prohibiting 
localities with elevated levels of Covid-19 infections 
from applying such exemptions to the 5,000 person 
limit on public gatherings, the decision was taken at 
a meeting on Wednesday to proceed with plans to 
stage an 'industry-only' Arc. 

That will comprise owners, trainers and other 
racing professionals in addition to media for the 
centenary running of Europe’s premier Flat 
race. 

Visitors from Britain and Ireland already faced the 
prospect of a 14-day quarantine on their return but 
those who went ahead and booked tickets in the 
hope – shared by the organisers – that a reasonable 
crowd might be allowed to attend, will hear in more 
detail over the coming days about plans to offer ei-
ther a refund or a deferral to the 2021 Arc. 
 
France Galop chief executive Olivier Delloye said: 
"We have not received authorisation from the Paris 
police prefecture to have more than 5,000 people. 
As we feared might happen Paris has become one 
of the red zones in terms of the circulation of the 
virus and the prefects are no longer allowed to  
consider any exemption.   

"We are now planning for an Arc with 5,000 people 
at Longchamp. Unfortunately that number means no 
admission to the general public and it will be an Arc 
limited to the staff working at the racecourse, as well 
as trainers, owners and breeders with runners and 
limited entourages. 

"There is a tiny hope that in coming weeks we might 
be allowed to add a separate watertight zone on the 
racecourse for another 5,000 people. I think the 
chances are extremely thin that we will be allowed to 
do that but we have to hold out hope. In reality, it 
looks like an Arc with only 5,000 people."  - RP. 

ENABLE, with Frankie Dettori. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

SUBZERO, the 1992 Melbourne Cup winner who achieved 
even greater recognition in retirement, has died at the age 
of 32. Popular with rank-and-file racing fans as one of the 
best-performed grey-coloured horses of the Australian 
turf's modern era, Subzero became an equine celebrity 
when his racing days were over. Accompanied by his best 
mate and personal valet, Graham Salisbury (photo, right), 
Subzero remained a familiar sight on racetracks as a clerk 
of the course horse. But for all of the $2 million Subzero 
won as one of Australia's best thoroughbred stayers during 
the early 1990s, the goodwill he created through charity 
work will be forever priceless. Lovingly referred to as 
“Subbie” he was adored by people from all walks of life as 
Salisbury proudly toured his champion around Australia 
with regular guest appearances at hospitals, nursing 
homes and schools. Salisbury himself died from cancer in 
June, aged 76. Said Amanda Elliot of Victoria Racing: 
“There is no doubt in my mind that Subbie, at the ripe old 
age of 32 years old, wanted to be where Graham is."  
Subbie was well enough to attend his partner’s funeral two 
months ago. 

‘Subbie’ wanted to join his boss 

WHO remembers the old horseracing-themed Pinball  
machines found at corner café’s, oh, way back when? 
Some of them gave you points, some even spat out money 
for high scores. They’re worth quite a bundle these days,  
collectors’ items.  

Some time before the internet! 
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