
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Wednesday, 2 September 2020 

LISTED winner Celtic Voyager, on his way to Singapore. (Candiese Lenferna). 

Celtic Voyager will be exported to Singapore 
VERMAAK EQUINE TO SEEK MORE OVERSEAS PROSPECTS 

JUSTIN Vermaak’s Green Street Bloodstock had a Listed winner in Celtic Voyager (Vercingetorix) 
and a Gr1-placed runner in Crimson King (Dynasty) on Gold Cup Day and he announced today that 
Celtic Voyager will be exported to Singapore.  

“Celtic Voyager will be joining trainer James Peters 
and we have a bunch of Argentine horses starting 
their careers there as well. It’s been a challenge 
with lack of travel due to Covid-19, but we have 
built a nice group of clients for him from Australia, 
UK and mainly Singapore so hopefully we can help 
grow that further. 
 
“Peters’ Hardwicke racing, a few of our clients in 
Singapore and some old Green Street members 
will be re-syndicating Celtic Voyager for the rest of 
his career.” 

Celtic Voyager brought up 94 winners for Green 
Street Bloodstock, who recently cut its string down 
to 12 runners and will be phasing out slowly as a 
syndication company. 
 
“Our current runners will get us to the 100-mark,” 
said Vermaak. “We have Leopold, Herodotus, Ac-
tion Packed, Purple Cloud and Crimson King among 
them, half of them stakes winners or stakes placed. 
 
Vermaak Equine will be focusing on exporting other 
good racing prospects to Singapore,    (to page 2) 
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

CELTIC VOYAGER SINGAPORE (fm p1) 
 
where stakes are very good. Celtic Voyager will be 
leaving for Singapore with War Room and Vermaak 
said: “He’ll be able to compete in his class for 
$250,000 to $300,000 as opposed to facing horses 
like Kasimir and Van Halen here for R100,000.  
 
“I have been assisting James Peters where I can in 
sourcing horses for from Argentina and South Afri-
ca. Once our protocol issues are resolved, we’ll see 
an increase in exports all-round, including to Singa-
pore, and that will be good for our local industry too. 
 
For now, Vermaak will be focusing on bloodstock 
and stallion management via Vermaak Equine, in 
which he already wears a few hats. 
 
SA racing’s hardship, this last year especially, has 
forced many thoroughbred entrepreneurs to rethink 
and adapt their business models and Vermaak told 
Turf Talk:  “I stopped buying horses to syndicate 
commercially for Green Street at the back end of 
last year. The low stakes levels are obviously crip-
pling for anyone trying to build a business from rac-
ing. Making 5% commission on these prize levels 
mean you can have multiple winners and feature 
winners, but you still have to pay in after overheads. 
 

“I support the changes in South African rac-
ing and I think MOD will do well, but for 
now I have to look at best options to keep 
Vermaak Equine growing. Hopefully stakes 
come back to normal and we can revisit the 
situation.” 
 
He added: “When Green Street was started it was 
met by many giggles and smirks, especially when 
starting with R20-50k purchases. Just five years 
later we have 94 winners on the board, multiple 
stakes winners and multiple Gr1 placed performers.  
I think what we have done has been nothing short of 
miraculous in a climate of low stakes and little to no 
export opportunity. 
 
“I have always maintained that I wished SAF had 50 
Green Street operations, but as we have seen by 
other entities trying to go the syndicate route since 
our inception, it’s easier said than done!” 
 
Vermaak Equine has also been assisting major 
owner Laurence Wernars and Justin has been re-
appointed at Maine Chance Farms. 

“Andreas Jacobs asked me to come back on board 
on a consultancy basis helping with the racing 
string, but mainly tackling bloodstock and sales plus 
marketing for Maine Chance, which I was glad to 
do. I have always enjoyed a strong relationship with 
him and the farm and he is including me in some 
trading opportunities for his horses racing in the UK 
(Newsells Park Stud) and Germany (Gestut Fahrof). 
 
“I also do all the buying for Laurence Wernars, 
yearlings and horses in training, purchases and 
sales of mares and matings for mares. I bought 
Temple Grafin for him after her third in the Majorca 
Stakes and she won the Gr1 Garden Province on 
July day. She’ll be going to his stallion New  
Predator, who stands at Bush Hill. 
  
“So those are my two full-time jobs now, which 
doesn’t leave much time for running syndicates, 
although I must say it has been great fun and we 
managed to get many newcomers involved, some 
of whom are now bigger investors.  
 
“Syndication will always have a role to play, it’s a 
good way of attracting owners and it obviously gets 
easier to manage and more lucrative when the 
stakes pot grows bigger.”   -tt. 

JUSTIN Vermaak, change of focus. 

@turftalk1 
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Aussie makes a $3,622-billion claim against bookie 
A punter who placed a $5 bet with Lottoland has attempted to sue the Northern Territory-based 
bookmaker to the tune of $3.622 billion.   

The ambitious claim was determined by the Northern 
Territory Racing Commission last week.  
 

The complainant lodged the dispute against  
Lottoland in July 2019 after placing a $5 bet 
on the 'US Power' event to be held on 25 
June 2019, but due to technical errors with 
the bookmaker it was placed on an event a 
fortnight later.  
 
US power allows a punter to bet on the outcome of 
financial markets.  
 
In his submission, the complainant 'Mr M' said  
Lottoland had breached some regulations that  
govern their operation, broke some laws of Australia 
and also acted fraudulently with intent. 
 
In its submission, Lottoland said that due to stale 
pricing they were unable to result the bet at the  
normal time.   
 
It caused the bookmaker to use its drawing date cal-
endar tool to move the resulting date, but a technical 
issue occurred with the tool and the bet was moved 
forward a week rather than the next available day.  
 
The problem occurred for two consecutive weeks, 
which meant the bet was moved from June 25 to July 
2 and then to July 9. 
 
Lottoland said that in an ideal world the bet would 
have resulted against the event scheduled for 25 
July, but even if it had, the complainant would not 

have won any funds.  
 
They said the complainant still held the same 
chance of winning the same jackpot prize and addi-
tional division on the date it was moved and the bet 
didn't win on any of the days the complainant said it 
should have been resulted against. 
 
Despite the fact the bet wouldn't have won on any 
of the days, the complainant indicated he intended 
to sue Lottoland for $3.622 billion. 
 
The compensation sought comprised of $622 mil-
lion for the total deprivation of any chance to win 
the jackpot and $3 billion from a demonstration of 
real determination, spirited effort and wilfulness to 
achieve and conceal the said deprivation.  
 
Unsurprisingly, the complainant was unsuccessful 
in his quest for $3.622 billion. 
 

While the Commission was of the view the 
bet was not moved strictly in accordance 
with Lottoland's terms and conditions, they 
were satisfied that if it had been, it still 
would not have been a winning bet. 
 
However, it wasn't all bad news at the hearing for 
the complainant. 
 
Given Lottoland did not comply with its terms and 
conditions in respect to moving the bet, it deemed it 
should be made void and the bookmaker should 
return the $5 to Mr M.  - punters.com.au. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.gggaming.bet/


5 

 



6 

 

SEE SOQRAT PROMOTIONAL VIDEO HERE 

Van Halen rating stays unchanged following Mercury win 
VAN HALEN remains unchanged on a rating of 122 after he captured the Grade 1 World Sports  
Betting Mercury Sprint (Weight For Age) over 1200m at Greyville on Saturday.   

It was noted that the three highest rated horses in 
the field, KASIMIR, CHIMICHURI RUN and RUS-
SET AIR, jumped from the three widest draws and 
no change was made to any of their ratings, ei-
ther.  In contrast, VAN HALEN jumped from the low-
est draw. 

Runner-up WARRIOR’S REST was increased from 
116 to 118, while 3

rd
 placed FABIAN goes up from 

108 to 116.  There were no other increases, while 
the only drop was for SUNSET EYES, who is down 
from 116 to 115. 

GOLDEN DUCAT has had his rating raised from 122 
to 128 after he wore down his stable companion 

RAINBOW BRIDGE in the Champions Cup. The 
Handicappers opnuined that the ultra-game 3

rd
 

placed CIRILLO made for the most suitable line 
horse. He accordingly remains unchanged on 127. 

There was no change for either RAINBOW BRIDGE 
or 4

th
 placed DO IT AGAIN, but TRISTFUL goes up 

from 110 to 112 MAJESTIC MOZART goes up from 
102 to 107, while SOVEREIGN SPIRIT was raised 
from 103 to 106.   

Unbeaten ANYTHING GOES has had her rating 
raised from 103 to 111 after posting her fourth win 
from as many outings in the G1 Thekwini Stakes for 
newly-turned three-year-old fillies over 1600m. - tt. 

https://youtu.be/qYH-IguiWsA
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Racing Association re-instates Media Award  

THE Racing Association has re-instated the Equus Media Award for outstanding racing journalism, 
to come in effect in 2021. This followed a written request from the new Racing Media Association. 

The media award was cancelled in 2016 and the 
RA’s Natalie Turner commented: “I believe that a 
Media Award is extremely important and very  
relevant, but we’ll only be awarding it again from 
2021. 
 
“As you know our Equus Awards are an “express” 
version this year and will not follow our usual format. 
In fact, due to limited budgets and time constraints 
the broadcast will only be 40 minutes long and  
between all the awards, replays as well as the  
acceptance speeches for the human awards, we are 
extremely pressed for time. 
 
“However, I will give it my full support and we can do 
it properly. I like the idea of a joint decision by what 
will then be a properly constituted Racing Media As-
sociation as well as the Equus Committee.  
 
“I think it’s an important award and should be treated 
accordingly. This year has been an anomaly all 
round and next year when things have settled down 
and when we reintroduce the Equus Awards Evening 
Dinner, I am very happy to include it.” 
 
Liesl King, interim chair of the Association, com-
mented: “We are delighted to have prompted the re-

instatement of the Media Award, which was taken 
away in 2016 as a punishment for the racing media 
not supporting the previous regime. 
 
“We stalled the planning and finalisation of our new 
association over the last two months while, like the 
rest of the industry, we were waiting to see what 
would happen to Phumelela and the issues  
surrounding the business recue. In this period most 
racing journalists were laid off. The freelancers con-
tinued working in uncertainty of the future. 
 
“We have more clarity now, we believe new oppor-
tunities will arise. We’ll be able to finalise our con-
stitution, elect the leadership and look at how we 
can serve the industry, and our members, best in 
the new era.   
 

“Awards to racing journalists are presented in 
all the world’s racing jurisdictions and they 
serve to encourage excellence in turf writing 
and electronic media.” 
 
Previous Equus Media award winners include  
David Mollett, Robyn Louw, Andrew Bon, David  
Thiselton, Michael Clower and the late Jimmy  
Lithgow and his son, Aidan.- tt. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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TWO special birthdays at  
Drakenstein Stud today in  

stallions What A Winter (top), 
who turns 13, and Gold  

Standard, who turns a tender 
seven. Both have long, wonderful 

careers ahead of them! 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

SHEILA Lewis (middle) is a full time and very successful 
beautician, and proprietor of the “Beauty Mill” franchise in 
Wales. Most of her businesses are situated in the Three 
Cocks region in Brecon, Wales, and it’s a steadily growing 
concern. She serves clients in hair care, nails, skin,  
general wellness and aesthetic therapy. Sheila’s a part-
time jumps trainer, reportedly good at that too, and  
saddled a winner and a good second at the Newton  
Abbott meeting yesterday. Ladies are taking over the 
world. Not a bad thing at all (compare, for example,  New 
Zealand’s leader Jacinda Ardern to the clown on top of the 
dung pile here), but there are men kicking against female 
domination. Look at what they’re doing to poor Delia Bush-
ell, the former UK Jockey Club Boss. Her limp-wristed 
male sub-ordinates (like our own millennials, not many in 
the British Empire understand the concept of ‘work’)  
couldn't stand her efficiency and drummed up some ridicu-
lous charges, with the ever-effective ‘racism’ at the top of 
their list. This is a warped world. 

Brecon’s Sheila is multi-talented 

They can’t all be perfect, can they? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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