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ERIK the Red is a difficult guy to ride, but he actually loves winning! (Candiese Lenferna). 

Erik The Red won’t have jewels removed 
VARSFONTEIN HOLDING THUMBS FOR GR1 WIN 

VARSFONTEIN Stud enjoyed an amazing Gold Cup Day with wins by their graduates in both the 
classic Gr1 races (Anything Goes and Sent By Destiny), a Gr2 win (Erik The Red) and another Gr2 
win from a runner by their resident stallion Gimmethegreenlight (Ecstatic Green). 

Varsfontein’s Carl de Vos told Turf Talk: “What a 
day it was, we thoroughly enjoyed it. It’s not often 
things come together like this on a major race day.” 
 
The stud was especially chuffed with Umkhomazi 
Stakes winner Erik The Red (Captain Al), who 
stormed home in the 1400m race under Richard 
Fourie for a half-length win over Garrulous. 
 
Fourie had to work for his fee, having to change 
whip hands on Erik The Red a few times and draw 
on some muscle to keep him straight and balanced. 

The jockey commented: “I love this horse, but he’s a 
big boy and I keep asking Justin (Snaith, trainer) to 
ask to get him gelded. He’s getting bigger and 
stronger, and he’s still green and very immature.” 
 
De Vos joked: “We’ll geld Richard before we geld 
Erik The Red! As we noted to Justin early on, he’s a 
horse with big stallion potential.  He was, still is, a 
magnificent specimen and he has a stallion’s pedi-
gree, being by Captain Al from Covenant, who won 
the Southern Cross Stakes and the Sceptre Stakes. 

(to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/


2 

 

The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

ERIK THE RED (fm p1) 
 
“Captain Al now has William Longsword and One 
World at stud. We can’t have enough of them to con-
tinue his line, the more the better for the breeding 
industry. Covenant is a daughter of Secret Pact, the 
own sister to London News who started the great 
family of Secret Heart, Promisefrommyheart, Pluck, 
Master Of My Fate and others. It’s one the very best 
pedigrees in the stud book.” 
 
De Vos said that a number of breeders are already 
looking to secure shares in Erik The Red and told: 
“When he crossed the line, I had six, seven text mes-
sages and two phone calls. The breeders want in, if 
we can get him to stud. But it goes without saying we 
need a Gr1 win from him, it is so important that he 
gets that to his name. Going to stud with just a Gr2 
win won’t be the same.” 
 
De Vos pointed out that six of Erik The Red’s races 
so far have been black-type races. He has won five 
races in total, with two places. “He’s got it all, he can 
win at the highest level and we’ll be discussing it with 
Justin. He has the Gr1 Cape Guineas in mind and 
that will be the top prize we can get as a three-year-
old!” 

 
In addition to his qualities on paper, Erik 
The Red, despite his coltishness, is de-
scribed a very likeable horse with plenty of 
ability and Fourie said that the youngster 
“grinded hard” to win. “It was a big task, he 
gave it to me, he enjoyed the fight!” 
 
Snaith said: “He’s a young horse still, and he came 
to Durban for the first time, he had to see Scottsville 
first, then Greyville and it’s a lot harder than it looks. I 
was very impressed by the way he handled this race. 
When he comes to Durban next time he will have 
had the advantage of looking at all the different 
tracks.” 
 
Snaith said that he had chosen to bypass the mile in 
the Premiers due to a bad draw, but that all the races 
were highly competitive in nature, including the  
Umkhomazi Stakes. 
 
The clashes over a mile will come later this year. Erik 
The Red is now on his way to Varsfontein, where he 
will be taking a few weeks break before Snaith starts 
his preparation for the summer season.   - tt. 

CARL de Vos: “A Grade 1 win will make a big  
difference for Erik The Red!” 

What on earth did Delia do? 

THE England and Wales Cricket Board and Com-
monwealth Games England have both said they will 
be holding their own reviews into the furore  
surrounding Delia Bushell, who resigned as group 
chief executive of the Jockey Club in sensational 
circumstances on Sunday. 

Bushell is a non-executive director of the two  
organisations, joining both bodies in 2018. 

The ECB, the single national governing body for all 
cricket in England and Wales, said it would be con-
tacting both Bushell and the Jockey Club over the 
controversial case in which an inquiry upheld  
allegations against Bushell of bullying of  
colleagues, racist comments and the sharing of  
offensive material. 

Bushell's future is likely to be one of the items at the 
top of the in-tray of the ECB's new chairman Ian 
Watmore, who succeeds Colin Graves on Tuesday. 
An ECB statement said: "We do not underestimate 
the seriousness of the claims made against Delia, 
but we will seek to review and discuss what is clear-
ly a complex matter with both her and the Jockey 
Club before commenting further."  
 
Bushell has launched a staunch defence of her ac-
tions and has accused the Jockey Club of having 
"fundamentally mishandled" the affair. – RP. 
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ECSTATIC Green was surprisingly easy to back around 7-2 in Saturday’s Gr2 Debutante Stakes consider-
ing her close fourth in the Golden Horseshoe on July Day. She confirmed the form and made it look easy, 
quickening away for a two-and-a-half length win. “She had a mediocre start, but entered the straight full of 
running and kicked away,” said jockey Lyle Hewitson. Ecstatic Green is owned by Chris van Niekerk and 
trained by Sean Tarry. She’s a daughter of Gimmethegreenlight, Karoo-bred by veteran breeder Schalkie 
van der Walt from a mare by Ashtontown.  This filly moves well and looks to be going places. (Candiese 
Lenferna). 

Easy and impressive 

Dual Gr1 winner De Gouveia praises Pettigrew 
DIEGO De Gouveia, who had a Grade 1 double at Hollywoodbets Greyville on Saturday with the  
Stuart Pettigrew-trained Anything Goes and the Candice Dawson-trained Sentbydestiny, said he 
owed his current progressive profile to Pettigrew, writes DAVID THISELTON. 

He said, "Mr Pettigrew has helped me a helluva lot. 
He has helped fine tune my riding especially in  
being patient and waiting for the false rail and he 
has stuck with me through bad rides and good rides, 
he has been really loyal." 
 
De Gouveia said the unbeaten Var filly Anything 
Goes was undoubtedly the best horse he had ever 
ridden in a race and elaborated, "It's not just  
because I have won a Group 1 on her, she is really 
top class and she is versatile.” 
 
The colts and geldings race looked weaker than the 
fillies equivalent and trainer Candice Dawson's first 
winning move was to identify this and declare the 
Master Of My Fate filly Sentbydestiny.  
 
She was the only female in the race and received 

2,5kg from the rest of the field.  
 
Sentbydestiny did not corner well in her previous 
run and ended three horse widths wide of the rest of 
the field while still turning. Under the circumstances 
she did very well to finish as close as she did.  
 
De Gouveia was aware of what had happened in 
that race and his confidence had also picked up 
after riding her in a gallop.  
 
He said: "I realised I had a massive chance at the 
600m mark as I saw a lot of guys getting active and 
I was still travelling so well. I bided my time and the 
other horses did start quickening but I hadn't even 
asked her yet. Then when I did ask her (coming off 
the false rail) the response was instant. She kept on 
going all the way to the line."  - Gold Circle. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Knowlton is back in Kentucky to lay down the law! 

JACK Knowlton, managing partner of the Sackatoga Stable, is back at the Kentucky Derby for the first time 
in 17 years. This time with a horse everyone knows. Tiz the Law (arriving at Churchill Downs, above) is 
unbeaten in four runs this year, winning by a combined 16 1/2 lengths. The colt is expected to be installed 
as the biggest Derby favourite in years when post positions are drawn later today. Quite a difference from 
2003. That’s when Knowlton and a handful of partners arrived in Louisville with Funny Cide. Hardly a regal 
name, let alone a blueblood. He was a gelding — none had won the Derby since 1929 — bred far from the 
Kentucky bluegrass in New York and costing $75,000. Sent off at 13-1, Funny Cide won by 1 1/2 lengths, 
thrilling the Sackatoga group that rode school buses to the race.—  New York Times. 

http://www.gggaming.bet/
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Creditors vote strongly in favour of MOD 
PHUMELELA creditors on Tuesday voted overwhelmingly in favour of the Phumelela Business  
Rescue Practitioner’s (BRP) Plan (the Plan) which sees Mary Oppenheimer and Daughters’ (MOD) 
offer secure the future of horse-racing in South Africa. 

The build-up to the creditor vote saw transaction 
interest and commentary from diverse sectors of the 
industry; however MOD prevailed by a large majority 
vote with creditors choosing not to adjourn the meet-
ing and, instead, voted heavily in favour of the MOD 
offer. 
 
The success of the MOD offer sees the acquisition 
of key racing assets and secures the thoroughbred 
horse racing industry in South Africa. The Restruc-
turing Task Team (RTT) which represents MOD, 
have identified key target areas for investment and 
development to ensure the South African horse rac-
ing product improves and transforms, becomes 
more relevant, accessible, and is distributed both 
nationally and internationally. 
 
“We are very happy that creditors have voted in fa-
vour of the BRP’s MOD-backed plan. We have an 
exciting journey ahead as we begin to manage and 
invest in the assets that MOD be acquiring. We see 
a bright future for racing in South Africa and MOD 
will need the support of the whole industry to deliver 
a strong, unified South African racing product.” stat-
ed Charles Savage of the RTT team. 

He continued: “What is critical to our success will 
be the reinvestment of profits into the industry, 
from grass-roots up, to make racing a broad-
based, sustainable and relevant product for all 
South Africans.” 
 

MOD has been the sole funding supporter 
of the industry since Phumelela went into 
Business Rescue in May this year. MOD 
agreed to provide post-commencement 
finance of up to R100 million to fund the 
operations of the Company during the 
Business Rescue process.  
 
In order to facilitate an orderly sale process, and on 
adoption of the Plan, MOD will provide additional 
PCF funding of R550 million to pay creditors and 
allow the BRP time to sell remaining Phumelela 
assets outside of a distressed sale, thereby max-
imising value for creditors. – Media Release. 
 

MOD AND PHUMELELA: BACKGROUND 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/mod-hits-back-hard-at-betfred/
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A youngster with early fame... 

WE reported on his birth recently, and here’s the Lancaster Bomber colt with his mother, Snowdance, on a 
cold and cloudy day in one of the Franschoek farm’s paddocks. Snowdance was famous, her colt already 
has a following as a result, and we’ll undoubtedly be seeing more of them as he grows older. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

EACH year, the Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour celebrates the 
heroes and stories intrinsically linked to the Victoria Racing 
Club’s 159-year old Melbourne Cup race and its contribu-
tion to the nation's historical and cultural heritage. The 18-
carat gold Lexus Melbourne Cup trophy visits various desti-
nations in an effort to unite communities by engaging coun-
cils, schools, hospitals, aged-care homes and racing 
groups in events to raise funds for local causes.  This 
year’s Melbourne Cup Tour will have 27 destinations as 
part of an exclusively domestic schedule. Trainer  
Gai Waterhouse (left) will be part of the promotions team. 

The ‘Tour De Melbourne Cup’ 

BREEDING To Win and G Fox’s Groom of the month for 
August award has gone to Zukile Bikwe, who looks after 
the talented winter series winner Katak for trainer Piet 
Steyn. He also rides him in work. See Fiona Ramsden’s 
insert in he latest edition of Breeding To Win, here. 

Katak’s man wins Groom Of Month 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
https://youtu.be/80_mIpRIEJE

