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FUTURA’s son Nourbese has a big chance in Gr1 Premiers. (JC Photos). 

Superb racing on the Gold Cup programme 

Estimated Pick 6 Pool of R8-million 
ON a superb feature card at Hollywoodbets Greyville on Saturday (including an expected R8-million 
carryover Pick 6) the Grade 1 Premiers Champion Stakes over 1600m stands out as one of the most 
intriguing, writes DAVID THISELTON.  

In a field full of promise and plenty with chances, 
Catch Twentytwo may be the right one. He showed 
his class when stepped up to 1400m last time on 
Turffontein Standside and displayed a fine turn of 
foot. He is by Elusive Fort out of an Argonaut mare 
who has a sprint-miler pedigree, so he should be 
suited to this course and distance and has a fair 
draw.  
 
Red Ten had to be used up early to get to the front 
over 1400m at Turffontein Standside last time and 
was only beaten two lengths by Catch Twentytwo. 

This Elusive Fort colt, too should have enough stam-
ina to stay the trip.   
 
Tempting Fate is the only Grade 1 winner in the 
field. He has plenty of speed and class but this is his 
first attempt beyond 1200m. His dam Miss October 
by Var was an out and out sprinter but his sire Mas-
ter Of My Fate gives him a chance of staying the 
trip, although he does have a tough draw.  
 
Sentbydestiny is the only female in the race but 
looks to have a chance despite her long        (to p3) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

SUPERB RACING AT GREYVILLE (fm p1) 
 

odds. This Master Of My Fate filly was hampered 
second time out over this trip on the Vaal Classic 
track but she was still able to come from near the 
back of the field to win and the form has since been 
franked.  
 
Then, in the Grade 2 Zulu Kingdom Explorer Gold-
en Slipper she was sitting at the back when Grant 
van Niekerk decided to circle the field. She didn’t 
corner well and ended up a lot wider than neces-
sary but was then seen to stay on nicely for a 3,60 
length sixth.  
 
Interestingly, her time was 0,22 seconds quicker 
than Nourbese’s winning time in the Grade 2 Dur-
ban Golden Horseshoe and she will be receiving 
2,5kg here from the rest of the field. This half-sister 
to American Princess, who won the Listed East 
Cape Derby, has a nice middle draw.      
 
Nourbese’s Grade 2 Golden Horseshoe-winning 
odds of 10-1 were generous considering he had 
followed a good 4,25 length third in the Grade 2 SA 
Nursery to the smart Mount Pleasant with an easy 
win over 1450m in the Maidens. He has substance 
and a fair action. He is by Queen’s Plate and Met 
winner Futura out of a Victory Moon mare who is in 
turn out of a Golden Thatch sprint-miler, so he 
should get the trip and he now has draw four as 
opposed to draw nine in the Golden Horseshoe.  
 
Those are my Top 5, but it is obvious that in a field 
of this quality the big exotic players will be adding a 
few more numbers to ensure survival. 
 
DAVID MOLLETT writes about the Gold Cup, say-
ing: Marchingontogether, trained by Gavin van Zyl 
and the mount of champion Warren Kennedy, is 
strongly fancied to land his biggest victory and a 
wide draw should not be too much of a handicap 
over 3,200m. 
 
Nevertheless, I’m firmly in the camp of Imperial 
Ruby and agree with trainer Corné Spies that the 
four-year-old ticks many boxes. He has no stamina 
limitations having won the Gold Bowl at Turffontein 
and, in his last season, Piere Strydom will want to 
prove he’s the Jimmy Anderson (England’s resilient 
fast bowler) by winning a big race away from home. 
 
Strydom, who has won the Durban July four times, 
missed July’s big race due to Covid-19 travel re-

restrictions, but he has been in good form on the 
Highveld. 
 
Of course, the Gold Cup offers punters a chance to 
back a long shot at a big price and my quartet of 
“roughies” are Dharma, Shenanigans, Flichity By Farr 
and Sunshine Silk. 
 
Dharma, trained by Lucinda Woodruff, makes partic-
ular appeal following his good effort behind Dynasty’s 
Blossom in the Gold Vase. The gelding won the 2019 
Winter Derby at Kenilworth (at 50-1!) and has a fa-
vourable draw and more than competent rider in 
Gareth Wright.   
-From Gold Circle and Business Day. 

GREYVILLE ON SATURDAY 
David Mollett selects 

1st Race: (6) More Magic (11) Nexus (9) 
Hudoo Magic (8) Cat Daddy 

2nd Race: (7) Ultra Magnus (5) Ishnana (8) Epic 
Dream (2) Celtic Voyager 

3rd Race: (7) Springs Of Carmel (2) Ecstatic Green 
(5) Miracle Flight (3) Sweet Sensation 

4th Race: (12) Pray For Rain (9) Erik The Red (5) 
Captain Morisco (2) Garrulous 

5th Race: (12) Caralluma (4) Anything Goes (11) 
War Of Athena (5) Love Bomb 

6th Race: (11) Tempting Fate (10) Portico (5) 
Catch TwentyTwo (4) Nourbese 

7th Race: (9) Imperial Ruby (14) It’s My Turn (3) 
Dharma (15) Marchingontogether 

8th Race: (10) Invidia (12) Kasimir (13) Chimichuri 
Run (6) Eden Roc 

9th Race: (10) Cirillo (5) Do It Again (8) Rainbow 
Bridge (9) Golden Ducat 

10th Race: (6) Miyabi Gold (12) Driving Miss Daisy 
(8) Victoria Paige (3) Kelpie 



4 

 

CHAMPION Sprinter Kasimir is out to defend his Mercury Crown.  

Kasimir’s big stride can win the day again 
THE Grade 1 weight for age Mercury Sprint sees the three best horses, Kasimir, Chimichuri Run and 
Russet Air, widely drawn but they look to be superior so one of them looks likely to emerge  
victorious, writes DAVID THISELTON 

Kasimir will be out to retain his Equus Champion 
Sprinter trophy so will need to retain his Mercury 
crown as he is without a Grade 1 victory this sea-
son.  
 
However, he is still arguably the best performed 
sprinter this term. His strong-finishing 0,80 length 
third to Russet Air in the Grade 1 Cape Flying 
Championship over 1000m was followed by a win in 
the Grade 2 Diadem Stakes over 1200m, where he 
gained revenge on Russet Air, beating him by half-a
-length.  
 
He beat Cape Flying fifth-placed Chimichuri Run by 
0,30 lengths in the Diadem and two runs later, when 
carrying topweight of 60kg in the Grade 1 Golden 
Horse Sprint, gave Chimichuri Run 1kg and a 
shorthead beating.  
 
Kasimir appears to have the unusual ability of main-
taining his big length of stride all the way to the line, 
and this is the reason he often emerges victorious in 

tight finishes, with last year's Mercury and this 
year's Diadem being good examples. He jumped 
from a draw of eight out of 14 last year and man-
aged to find a handy position before staying on 
down the inside rail. This year it is going to be more 
difficult from draw 12 out of 14 but he should be 
cherry ripe having his third run after a layoff. 
 
Russet Air ran an unbelievable race in the Grade 1 
Computaform Sprint over 1000m as he was drawn 
one, which seems to bring with it a big disadvantage 
on big race days at Turffontein. He was eight 
lengths back at the 400m mark and lost by a quarter 
of a length. He now has to overcome draw 14 so will 
likely need to produce that flying finish again. 
 
Sean Tarry has always believed Chimichuri Run to 
be at his best around the turn but unfortunately, af-
ter drawing 14 of 14 last year, he is 13 of 14 this 
year. Chimichuri Run is capable of a devastating 
finish from off the pace. He can also run well from a 
handy position.—Gold Circle. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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A time for Anything Goes to hit the big time! 
JUST a reminder to readers about what trainer Stuart Pettigrew told us about his unbeaten filly Anything 
Goes (VAR) just a a few weeks ago: “This is a proper filly, the best filly I’ve trained, Anything Goes works 
with anything in my yard, she plays with the moderate ones, lifts her game and plays with the good horses 
too. She hasn’t won her races by big margins, but she’s had to carry to weight and if you look at her form 
carefully, you’ll see how good it is. In her penultimate win, she beat Paul Matchett’s filly War Of Athena by 
more than two lengths, no fuss. That filly was narrowly beaten in the Gr1 Allan Robertson right after that run. 
(And skated home by a distance after that!). She’s good enough (for the Gr1 Thekwini Stakes, Greyville, 
Saturday), we’ll look at the draw she gets and make a decision,” he added. Since then, Anything Goes re-
ceived  a good draw (4) for the race. She will be running tomorrow and Pettigrew is driving down for event, 
something he last did when Surcharge won the Gr1 Daily News. Just saying. 

LETTERS FROM READERS 

THAT WAS A TOP ‘MOLLY’ COLUMN 
 
I loved David Mollett’s article about the proposed 
Equus panel (The Wise will pick wisely, TT News, 
27 August). I agree that Candice-Bass Robinson 
Racing Stable and Brett Crawford  are the only  
racing stables that always give true comments on 
all their runners. There is not ONE Gauteng and 
Port Elizabeth  trainer that will give information! 
KZN… sometimes D Howells! Best of Luck to all 
the punters tomorrow.  Gold Cup is such a special 
day on the racing calendar. 
- Vivian Mansour, Johannesburg  
 

THAT WAS MOLLY’S WORST EVER! 
 

I was surprised by David Mollett’s picking of his 
‘Equus Panel’ in yesterday’s Turf Talk and, to me, 

this was one of his worst articles ever written, and 
one of the worst ever published in Turf Talk. Mollett 
calls for a ‘new board’ and the old members to be 
‘put out to pasture’, but then he goes on to recom-
mend people who all have deep affiliations to own-
ers, or horses, and would absolutely not make a 
good panel. Every one of the members he selected 
has a strong affiliation with potential awards nomi-
nees, and some would not know how to interpret 
basic form, let alone compare horses to horses. 
 
In a time when racing is trying to undo the damage 
done over the last 20 years, Molly suggests a ‘same 
old’ board. Maybe he was brown-nosing, maybe he 
was joking. Either way, in my view we should have 
fresh faces on the board, members of the punting 
community for example. The broom must come and 
sweep clean. I am disappointed in a journalist of 
Molly’s stature and in the Turf Talk editor for  
publishing this nonsense. 
 
-Concerned reader, Turffontein. 
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Kenilworth moves to Sunday 
 
The Kenilworth race meeting originally sched-
uled for Saturday 29 August has been moved 
to Sunday 30 August in view of the underfoot 
conditions prevailing. The new race-times 
are: Race 1: 13:30 Race 2:14:05 Race 
3:14:40 Race 4:15:20 Race 5:15:55 Race 6: 
16:30 Race 7: 17:05 Race 8: 17:30 

HUNTING a 250k bonus in Saturday’s Gr1 

Premiers Stakes are CTS 2019 Ready To Run graduates 
Willow Express (Willow Magic, photo) and Fast Love 
(Master Of My Fate).  The Contractor (Time Thief) has 
the same opportunity in the Gr2 UmkhomazI Stakes. 

CTS 250K BONUS INCENTIVE 
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We may race at Randjesfontein again! 
THE Racing Association’s newly appointed CEO, Natalie Turner, has sent out a detailed and easy-
toned newsletter to members—something we didn’t see much of, if at all, over the last decade.  

Turner writes in her introduction: “Over the next few 
months, I intend to share with you our new initia-
tives, including tiered membership structures as well 
as improvements to the race day experience in all of 
our centres. 

The RA Board has also commenced with explorato-
ry investigations into the feasibility, development 
and funds required to equip Randjesfontein Training 
Centre with race-day facilities and the possibility of 
hosting race meetings at that venue. 
 
I am pleased to advise that no membership fee is 
payable for the new season and your parking discs 
and date bars will remain valid. 
 
We are looking to relaunch RA membership going 
forward and due to the severe economic realities of 
the Covid pandemic, we felt it appropriate to forgo 
membership fees. 
 
You will remain in good standing for the new  
season and further information will be communicat-
ed through to you in the coming months. 
 
Should you have any queries regarding your 

membership, kindly email our Member Liaison  
Officer, Penny Morsner 
(penny@racingassociation.co.za) and she will be 
happy to assist. If you have already paid your mem-
bership fees for the season, kindly contact Penny to 
arrange a refund. 
 
In the interest of transparency, the Board and I have 
agreed a performance contract which includes sev-
eral short and long term objectives. Members can 
access this document under “Quick Links” on the 
RA website. The Racing Association is committed to 
improving our service to Owners and I recognize the 
importance of regular communications to Members, 
similarly, I encourage you to engage with us on any 
issues that you may feel need our consideration.  
 
Kindly find the link “Engage with the RA Board” un-
der “Quick Links” on our website and mark the email 
for the CEO’s attention. 
 
In closing, I’d like to remind you of the call for nomi-
nations to the RA Main Board as well as the Region-
al Committees for the coming year. Note the closing 
date for submissions is 12pm on Tuesday 15 Sep-
tember 2020.- from RA Newsletter, August 2020 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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JUST a few days old at Drakenstein Stud: A Querari filly with a big white blaze, standing next to her  
mother Croc Valley (Western Winter), who won six races for Mike Bass. including the Gr3 Prix Du Cap. 

Hey, I’m having lunch! 
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Champion jock says Rainbow Bridge will win Champs Cup 

CHAMPION jockey Warren Kennedy believes Rainbow Bridge will be able to reverse the Vodacom 
Durban July defeat to Do It Again when they meet on Saturday in the Grade 1 World Sports Betting 
Champions Cup at Hollywoodbets Greyville, writes JACK MILNER. 

“It definitely looks a two-horse race, but I really think 
Rainbow Bridge will win,” said Kennedy Wednes-
day. 
 
“This time we’re racing over 1800m, which is the 
perfect trip for him, and he’s doing very well at 
home.” 
 
Speaking about the Vodacom Durban July run in 
which Rainbow Bridge finished 1.70 lengths behind 
Do It Again, Kennedy responded. “I’m not sure if he 
didn’t see out the 2200m but he carried top weight, 
the pace was quite fast and they made him carry 
his weight. 

“The circumstances of the of race didn’t suit him. 
This time we will all be meeting at level weights. But 
I will say that he gave me a good kick when I asked 
him early in the straight.” 

Trainer Eric Sands commented after the Durban 
July that his charge was short of a run as they had 
to pull him out of the Drill Hall Stakes owing to an 
infection. 

He subsequently did run in, and win, the Grade 1 

Gold Challenge over 1600m. 

“It probably did have an effect,” said Kennedy. “Eric 
didn’t want his second run to be the July because 
historically, his second run back has been his worst.” 

Kennedy added that Rainbow Bridge was probably 
his best ride on the 10-race card. 
 
He will also be riding 33-10 second favourite  
Marchingontogether in the Grade 3 World Sports 
Betting Gold Cup over 3200m.  
 
“He has won well over 2400m and I don’t think the 
extra distance will be a concern. It’s My Turn is the 
horse to beat but we did beat him convincingly in the 
Derby. He’s a nice horse, he’s doing very well at 
home, and I make him a big runner.”   - TAB News. 

MORE GOLD CUP DAY NEWS AND VIEWS 
 

SNAITH: WHAT BEATS DO IT AGAIN WILL WIN  
 

TARRY: MERCURY AND CHAMPS CUP VIEWS 
 

EXCELLENT GOLD CUP DOCUMENTARY 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/justin-snaith-on-do-it-again/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/sean-tarry-about-mercury-and-champions-cup/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/gold-cup-documentary/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Our mainstream news is read 

THERE was an interesting story on social media this week 
about the corruption within the South African government 
and their many stealing cadres — it runs so deep, said one  
commentator on Business Live, that the perpetrators don’t 
even take notice of front-page stories written about them, 
anymore.  They don’t care, they don’t read about it be-
cause nothing happens to them anyway. Ordinary South 
Africans are also starting to ‘page over’, there is just too 
much of it in the news every day. Which implies that, with 
today’s Mercury front-page, the focus will be on the racing 
story. We’re pleased, as ever, that Andrew Harrison and 
Candiese Lenferna made the headlines with a story about 
Kasimir, who runs in tomorrow’s Gr1 Mercury Sprint. Keep 
it going, well done! 

1997 Rothmans July winner dies 

SUPER Quality, the special horse who gave Michael  
Roberts his long sought-after July winner, has died at the 
ripe old age of 28. Trainer by David Ferraris, the son of 
Elliodor and Reivelle (Do Battle), was described as “ .. no 
bigger than a pony, but had the heart of a lion!” 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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