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MARCHINGONTOGETHER and It’s My Turn are the principal Gold Cup contenders. (Candiese Lenferna). 

Van Zyl’s fresh stayer could have the edge in 
Saturday’s Gold Cup 

THERE is more than just the winner’s cheque at stake in Saturday’s World Sports Betting Gold Cup. 
The race is often the deciding event when it comes to the category of Equus Champion Stayer and 
that is likely to be the case for the Equus Awards voting panel again when 16 runners line up at  
Hollywoodbets Greyville with a testing 3200m ahead of them, writes ANDREW HARRISON. 

Stayers from all over the country are represented 
and Saturday’s winner is almost assured to be 
crowned Champion Stayer but the list of possible 
winners is a lengthy one. 
 
The race has attracted all the top stayers from 
around the country but the race sponsors have 
nailed their colours to the mast with only two run-
ners priced up in single figures. It’s My Turn, a win-
ner two seasons back, and Marchingontogether, 5-2 
and 33-10 respectively with 12-1 bar. 

It’s My Turn is the consummate stayer, having won 
the Track & Ball Derby (2400m) and the Gold Vase 
(3000m) leading up to his Gold Cup victory two sea-
son’s back. 
 
He missed the following season through injury but 
Dean Kannemeyer has nursed him back to full fit-
ness and goes into Saturday’s race as a worthy 
favourite after his second in the Track & Ball Derby 
and creditable fifth in the Vodacom Durban July. 

                (To page 3) 
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

SATURDAY’S GOLD CUP (fm p1) 
 
However, it may be the Derby result that holds the 
key to Saturday’s race.  
 
Marchingontogether was giving It’s My Turn 1kg 
over the Hollywoodbets Scottsville 2400m and on 
Saturday, Gavin van Zyl’s runner will be in receipt 
of 2.5kg, a 3.5kg swing in favour of Marchingonto-
gether. 
 

While It’s My Turn has had a race since 
(VDJ) Van Zyl opted to keep his March-
ingontogether fresh for the Gold Cup. 
 
On the other hand, It’s My Turn is proven over a trip 
that Marchingontogether has yet to try so the tussle 
between these two may boil down to a case of 
stamina versus weight. 
 
However, Marchingontogether is finally showing the 
form that he promised early in his career and if his 
Derby run is any indication, then he should see out 
the extra four furlongs comfortably. 
 
With some rain predicted over the weekend,  
upcountry stayers who have been pounding it over 
solid winter turf, may appreciate a little give in the 
ground and best of them could be Gold Bowl runner
-up Factor Fifty and Gold Bowl winner Imperial  
Ruby, a head separating them at the end of 3200m. 
 
Both have solid staying credentials and are sure to 
give the two more fancied runners a go. 
 
Anton Marcus, successful on It’s My Turn two sea-
sons back, has been booked by David  
Nieuwenhuizen for his mare Factor Fifty who fin-
ished two lengths back to Dynasty’s Blossom in the 
Gold Vase and a half-length back to Imperial Ruby 
who finished fourth. Regular pilot Piere Strydom is 
back aboard Imperial Ruby while the blinkers go on 
Factor Fifty and there should not be much between 
the two again. 
 
Of the balance, Dark Moon Rising finished ahead of 
both Factor Fifty and Imperial Ruby in the Gold 
Vase and appears to have found his right trip but 
there are others in with more than just hopeful 
chances including Shenanigans, Before Noon, 
Magnificent Seven and possibly Eyes Wide Open. 
 
Racing’s two big hitters, Do It Again and Rainbow 

Bridge go head to head yet again in the Grade 1 
World Sports Betting Champions Cup over 1800m. 
 

This will be the 11
th
 confrontation between 

Do It Again and Rainbow Bridge with the 
score currently level at 5-5. Do It Again has 
headed his rival in the last two Vodacom 
Durban Julys, the 2018 Green Point Stakes, 
the 2019 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and the 
2019 Gold Challenge. 
 
Rainbow Bridge has the advantage in two Sun Mets, 
and ironically, the 2019 Green Point Stakes, the 
2020 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and the 2020 Gold 
Challenge. 
 
Warren Kennedy felt the 2200m of the Durban July 
was just beyond Rainbow Bridge’s ambit, but the 
Champions Cup is over 1800m and there should not 
be much between them. Kennedy is back aboard 
Eric Sands’ runner while Anton Marcus is once again 
on Justin Snaith-trained Do It Again. 
 
Rainbow Bridge is the defending champion, having 
beaten Sean Tarry’s Cirillo – also in this event – in 
last year’s race.  
 
Golden Ducat finished fourth in the Durban July and 
will have his supporters in the Champions Cup with 
Donovan Dillon reporting that his mount is working 
better than what he did before the VDJ. 
 
The Grade 1 Mercury Sprint over 1200m looks an 
intriguing contest because some of the fancied run-
ners, Kasimir, Chimichuri Run and Russet Air, will 
need to overcome wide draws. 
 
The Premiers Champion Stakes and the Thekwini 
Stakes are both over 1600m and are normally the 
two Grade 1 races for juveniles. This year, as the 
lockdown took out two months of racing, it will be a 
bunch of three-year-olds who will contest these  
races. 
 
Unfortunately, the general public will again be barred 
from attending the meeting that will be held behind 
closed doors but it will be streamed live and also 
covered by DStv and Tellytrack (new channel 249). 
 
To add spice to the action, there are a number of 
very large carryovers on the day so many of the tote 
pools will be massive.  - Gold Circle. 
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WIN A CASE (6 BOTTLES) OF SWART-
LAND’S FINEST CHENIN BLANC 

THE Swartland Chenin Blanc is described as having 
“Fresh tropical fruity flavours, on the nose and palate. This 
fruity wine has a lovely crisp finish. It goes well with white 
meat dishes and vegetarian dishes. Enjoy with grilled 
smoked haddock, white fish, avocado and calamari salad. 
Salads and green vegetables are also perfect for this 
Chenin Blanc.” Or, in these times, you can just swig it 
down to get drunk! Right, so send us at least THREE (3), 
e-mail addresses of your mates and colleagues who 
like racing and will enjoy our newsletter, to edi-
tor@turftalk.co.za. We will add them to our subscription 
list, and pick a winner from those who have sent us the 
required e-mails. Make sure they are not already  
subscribed, and that they won’t cancel after the prize is 
awarded. We will announce the winner at month-end, and 
deliver the wine to your home. The Crook In A Doek won’t 
stop us!  -tt. 

Equestrians… send 
us your news! 

“I am puzzled,” writes Claire Webb on Facebook. “I see training shows saying all riders need to be SAEF 
members. Is this because of Covid as a tracking system? Is it free? If one plays social tennis at the local 
sports club, you don’t have to join Tennis SA.”  We don’t really know what she’s talking about, but we’d like 
to. We’re planning our next Turf Talk Equestrian Edition. You are welcome to send us your news, views 
and photos! Mail editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Frankie says Love is a worthy ‘Arc’ favourite 
FRANKIE Dettori believes Love deserves to be favourite against his beloved Enable as he looks 
ahead to an "amazing contest" in the Arc between two of the best in the world. 

Enable has been sent off favourite for every start 
since her Oaks win in 2017 and Dettori is wary of 
the challenge posed by Aidan O'Brien's three-time 
Group 1 winner, who passed her Arc preparation 
with flying colours in the Yorkshire Oaks. 
 
Dettori and Enable would give Love 7lb (3.5kg) in 
weight allowances at Longchamp and connections 
are well aware of a new challenger on the quest 
for an unprecedented third win in the Arc. 
 
Writing in his Sporting Index blog, Dettori said: 
"While in France I managed to watch most of York 
on my iPad and there’s no doubt we saw some 
amazing performances. 

"Love has now won the Guineas by four [and a 
quarter] lengths, the Oaks by nine and the York-
shire Oaks by five, she’s a three-year-old who gets 
all the allowances and you’d have to say she’s 
now entitled to her place at the top of the betting 
for the Arc. 
 
"It'll be an amazing contest and it’s without a doubt 
the best race that we’ve got in Europe, and to win 
it you’ve got to be the very best."  - Racing Post. 

LETTER FROM A READER 

WENT to the Turffontein TAB last Monday to get a 
sheet for Greyville meeting.  Just look at the shoddy 
sheet the punters were presented with.  You cannot 
read anything at the top/bottom, and we are expected 
to support this customer service!  No wonder  
Phumelela is in such a mess.  
-Vivian Mansour, Johannesburg  

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

All is well that ends well! 

FORMER jockey Ian Sturgeon married his love Claire 
Steele at the Bayala Private Game Lodge near Hluhluwe 
at the weekend and Claire wrote on Facebook: “It was 
meant to be a complete surprise even for our guests but 
with the lockdown regulations that kept changing we  
weren't sure if we would be able to have the wedding when 
we wanted to have it. So we ended up telling our guests 
what was happening. All I can say is OH MY WORD what 
an INCREDIBLE weekend!” We wish them well. 

The little gestures matter! 

GOLD Circle and Hollywoodbets award R1,000 to the 
groom of every winning horse in KZN. A good gesture and 
it matters. On the photo, grooms study a poster at Grey-
ville (updated with the latest winners, every week). 
(Candiese Lenferna). 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
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