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The ‘Kimberley Boys’ are starting to shape 
FORCED RELOCATION MAY WELL HAVE BEEN A BLESSING IN DISGUISE 

THE four Kimberley trainers who had little choice but to relocate to Kwazulu-Natal when the  
Northern Cape course closed in June, are all starting to show promise in their new racing centre, 
and their initial tears are drying up. 

TIENIE Prinsloo: “Everything at Ashburton is much better! 

Multiple Kimberley Champion Cliffie Miller 
has saddled enough winners already to be 
described as “in-form” by the racing media, 
Tienie Prinsloo announced himself with a 
good winner at Greyville’s Polytrack on  
Monday; Jarrett Rugg had a close second at 
the same meeting, and Sarel Smit’s running 
string, hampered by a few bad draws, are 
getting closer to breaking the ice too. 
 
Prinsloo (47), who also has a Kimberley title 
to his name, saddled Miss Generosity (25-1), 
to a one-length win, with the world-class rider 
Richard Fourie doing the honours. This fol-
lowed a short-head second by the stable’s 
Jay’s Dancer at the same track last week, 
when Fourie was also carded to ride but was 
indisposed. 
 
Prinsloo said: “Yes, it was good to have a 
jockey of this calibre riding my horse. He 
rode one into fifth for us recently, we clicked 
and his agent started phoning me.” 
 
Shrewd punters would have picked up the 
fact that Fourie was carded to ride one in the 
last race for a former Kimberley trainer, and 
with good Cape form to boot, and Prinsloo 
said: “We will lose the tag of ‘Kimberley train-
ers’ in due course, because we don’t have to 
stand aside for our colleagues in other cen-
tres, and the top jockeys will be happy to ride 
for us. 
 
“The trainers that relocated are good horse-
men, we are now KZN trainers and we’re all 
here to win, not to be the poor charity kids. 
 
“I, for one, am here to prove myself. I have 
23 horses in my yard, I am keen to build my 
string and I believe that my results will get me 
new clients,” said Prinsloo.          (to page 3) 
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

THE wily veteran WGC “Cliffie” Miller (left) has quickly 
made his mark in KwaZul-Natal. The never-say-die  
youngster Jarrett Rugg (right), ran a close second with his 
first decent opportunity on Monday and will make good 
progress from here. (Thanks to Candiese Lenferna for the 
pics). 

THE ‘KIMBERLEY BOYS’ (fm p1) 
 
“Johan Liebenberg, who owns Miss Generosity, sent 
the filly to me because she is a decent sort and he 
wanted her to compete for the better stakes in Kwa-
Zulu-Natal. Yesterday’s 50-grand race came up and 
we decided to have a go, knowing her ability. She 
won from a wide draw and will win again.” 
 
Already, after yesterday’s success, Prinsloo’s phone 
has been buzzing. “My patron Ron Harris phoned to 
say, ‘Tienie, you can do it, it’s time to get you some 
proper horses’. There are others, including Wouter 
Wagner and Hansie Dempers, salt-of-the-earth peo-
ple who are keen to invest after our move here, and I 
know we will do well for them. 
 
“Kobus Smit is another potentially big owner in rac-
ing. He is a keen and very knowledgeable horse lov-
er who hasn’t been involved for a while, but with 
these new horizons beckoning I hope to see him 
back on board. And then there is the good Dutch-
man, Andre van Schaik, also looking to support my 
stable. 
 
The thing is, Prinsloo said, Kimberley racing has had 
a stigma about it – including bad quality runners, a 
bad track, bad results – and the perception of its 
(former) trainers being moderate – but things are 

already changing.  
 
“To start with, where we are at Ashburton, the facil-
ities are wonderful, simply so much better than we 
had at Kimberley. We are able to warm our horses 
up, for example, before they go for their workouts, 
which we couldn’t do in Kimberley. Everything is 
good, and our stables and runners will get better 
as a result.” 
 

That Gold Circle has staged additional Poly-
track events has helped the relocated trainers, 
but the locals too, no doubt, and Prinsloo said: 
“I hope that Gold Circle continues to stage 
these meetings as they are to everyone’s ben-
efit, the weaker horses get a chance to earn. 
Every stake cheque helps.” 
 
He added: “Gold Circle have been absolute cham-
pions in looking after us, and our sincere thanks go 
to them and the Racing Association. You know, 
we’ve had to relocate. Our families were uprooted, 
we had to sell our houses. This has not been easy 
by any means, but we’ve had wonderful assis-
tance. I am thankful, and hopefully we can look 
back one day and say the relocation was a bless-
ing in disguise. Things are starting to happen, and 
we’re heading positively to the future.”  - tt. 
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WIN A CASE (6 BOTTLES) OF SWART-
LAND’S FINEST CHENIN BLANC 

THE Swartland Chenin Blanc is described as having 
“Fresh tropical fruity flavours, on the nose and palate. This 
fruity wine has a lovely crisp finish. It goes well with white 
meat dishes and vegetarian dishes. Enjoy with grilled 
smoked haddock, white fish, avocado and calamari salad. 
Salads and green vegetables are also perfect for this 
Chenin Blanc.” Or, in these times, you can just swig it 
down to get drunk! Right, so send us at least THREE (3), 
e-mail addresses of your mates and colleagues who 
like racing and will enjoy our newsletter, to edi-
tor@turftalk.co.za. We will add them to our subscription 
list, and pick a winner from those who have sent us the 
required e-mails. Make sure they are not already  
subscribed, and that they won’t cancel after the prize is 
awarded. We will announce the winner at month-end, and 
deliver the wine to your home. The Crook In A Doek won’t 
stop us!  -tt. 

CLICK HERE FOR SOQRAT INFORMATION BROCHURE 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://bit.ly/2CG1UmW
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CTS extends 2019 bonus initiative to April 2021 

CAPE Thoroughbred Sales (CTS), in consideration of the ramifications of Covid-19, has extended its 
bonus initiative announced in October 2019, prior to the 2019 CTS Ready To Run Sale, to 21 April 
2021. 

The three bonuses of R250,000 each, intended to be 
paid to the first three juvenile stakes winners bought 
at the 2019 renewal of the sale, held last November, 
will now be valid until the extended date. 
 
CTS’s newly appointed Marketing and Bloodstock 
Director, Grant Knowles, commented: “The two-year
-old season is over, and we’ve lost a heap of races. 
Trainers were not able to plan programmes for their 
runners as effectively as possible, not all preparation 
runs were available and the money was not won.  
 
“CTS has extended our bonus offer until April 2021. 
Any 2019 Ready to Run Graduate winning a stakes 
race from now until end April, will win the bonus.  

“The same horse cannot win all three bonuses 
if he wins all three stakes races. The bonuses 
are separate, meant for three different individu-
al runners,” he said. 
 
All graduates sold on the 2019 sale will qualify for a 
R1,25-million race for three-year-olds, to be staged 
the day after the 2020 Ready To Run Sale. This will 
be the richest sales race in South Africa, aimed at 
and being staged at the right time for those thor-
oughbreds who take a bit more time to mature.  
 
For more information, contact Grant Knowles 
at grant@cthbs.com    - tt 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
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Rabada stamps them with correctness and looks! 

IF ever a horse epitomized the best of KZN breeding, it would be new Spring Valley stallion Rabada, 
by Storm Cat’s son Brave Tin Soldier from they grey Jordie (Fard), who hails from one of the Koster 
Bros finest families (Majority Blue), who produced five black-type winners when she was bought 
and moved to Summerhill. 

Rabada was an undefeated juvenile and the only colt 
of his generation to taste Gr1 success at two and 
three. He won five of ten starts, finished second three 
times and was injured in his remaining two starts. 
 
With his exceptional good looks, a pedigree under-
pinned by solid foundations and armed with a Gr1 
CV, Rabada was always guaranteed a place at stud 
and it was at Summerhill that he took up stallion du-
ties in 2018.  
 
His first foals, described by Mick Goss as “well 
grown, athletic and very correct as a bunch’, had 
barely hit the ground when news broke that the farm 
had changed hands and in due course, Rabada was 
looking for a new home. 
 
When Spring Valley owner Bruce le Roux was ap-
proached to stand the young stallion, he jumped at 
the opportunity: “His first foals impressed me so 
much, I bought five of them at the Summerhill disper-
sal sale! 
 
“Rabada stamps them physically, all dark bays and 
they look as if they could grow into something. He 

arrived at Spring Valley about a month ago and has 
settled in beautifully. He’s a horse with a great tem-
perament and he’s very correct. Although this will 
be his third season, I’m hoping to get him a decent 
book of about 40 mares.” 
 
Significantly, Rabada is one of only two stallions at 
stud out of a daughter of Middle Park winner Fard, 
the other being the upwardly mobile Captain Of All, 
who has made a cracking start as a stallion.  

The similarity doesn’t end there, for he too, boasts 
a female line nurtured in KZN! Rabada will stand for 
a fee of R5,000 live foal, with special concessions 
to stakes-performed mares.  - tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://twitter.com/turftalk1
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THERE is already a horse named Hopskipandjump registered in South Africa, so Drakenstein Stud 
will have to think of something else for this sprightly colt, newborn from Gimmethegreenlight and 
the mare Trip Poker, by Trippi. He’s from the family of Liquid Mercury and his half-brother sold for 
R1,1-million at the 2019 Ready To Run Sale.  

From a well-liked family 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

‘Ride naked!’ ‘Ok, My President!’ 

EVERY person we talk to has something to say about the 
Covid-19 lockdown – how it’s destroyed businesses, per-
sonal credit scores, families, the economy; how hospital 
beds everywhere were, and still are, empty; how we’ve 
had no ‘flu season at all, how CV-19 figures are confusing 
and disputable; how every death recorded these days has 
CV-19 as its cause. Yet, if the government were to order 
all citizens to ride horses naked through the streets, tomor-
row, most of them will go ahead and do it without hesita-
tion, and they will shout ‘My President’, in submission. It’s 
a truly bizarre phenomenon, how people believe politicians 
and bow to their commands. But let’s keep digging. It’s 
time to take off those silly masks in revolt. Let’s get on with 
things! The image of horse and man is used above just so 
we could have a little go at something, as usual. And be-
cause we can. Sorry, guys, pic is for the girls, and so that 
Little Lotta at the NHA can’t suffer another bout of moral  
superiority and conspire across borders to boycott Turf 
Talk. 

Pure evil, all the same... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

