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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Monday, 24 August 2020 

WéHANN Smith: Heavily invested in racing, and proud to be. (Supplied). 

7 QUESTIONS 
 to 

Wéhann 

Smith  
WéHANN Smith has been one of the hardest working individuals in South African racing in the last several 
years, and something had to yield. He has returned to focus on his position as CEO of Kuda Insurance after 
steering CTS through a transition period, and speaks to us about his company and his work on the Racing 
Association and Racing’s Restructuring Team. 

TT: You’re back behind your Kuda desk. How 
are things going? 
 
WS: First up is this weekend’s third running of the 
Kuda Gold Bracelet at Greyville. We are proud of 
the way we have invested in the racing industry over 
the last more than 10 years, and even more proud 
of continuing to do so despite the terribly tough 

economy we are all currently faced with. Friday 
morning will be my first flight since lockdown!!  
 
We have invested heavily in our back office, both in 
systems and people and have great ambitions for 
our second decade in business. We are still focused 
on niche markets like bloodstock, sport horse, game, 
and livestock as well as art insurance.     (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Our ambitions are to continue growth within these 
markets through innovative product development 
and the effective use of technology to enhance the 
client experience. We are also considering several 
new niche insurance markets where we hope to 
apply the experience gained in our first decade of 
running Kuda. 
 
We have also developed exceptional personal lines 
(household, car, etc.) insurance products, and this 
has been the greatest recent area of growth in the 
business. Some innovative product features com-
bined with our trusted brand and personal service 
levels have made for a great addition for our clients. 
 
One of our beliefs at Kuda is that we must shape 
the industries in which we operate. Serving as a 
director on both the Racing Association and  
Kenilworth Racing as well as serving on  
Restructuring Task Team is allowing me to fulfil this 
strategic objective. 
 
TT: What is the latest from RTT and the Phume-
lela Business Rescue process? 
 
WS: It has been quite an incredible journey! Firstly, I 
must just again thank Mary and Jess and their  
family for enabling us to do what we are trying to do. 
I am continuously amazed by their generosity and 
their almost unconditional support for this industry. 
Without them, we would literally be staring down the 
abyss.  
 
Although the Business Rescue Plan published last 
week was momentous, we are still not over the line 
until creditors vote in favour of the plan. We know 
that a local player who understand the industry and 
has a long South African and racing legacy would 
be best placed to ensure a long-term sustainable 
outcome for the industry. MOD ticks all the boxes, 
so it is literally all eyes on the creditor vote sched-
uled for next week Tuesday, Spring Day! 
 
If creditors vote in favour of the plan, the various 
regulatory processes will commence and the “racing 
assets” could be in new hands within a few months. 
It has been a long and tough road to here, but at the 
same time we are fully aware of the mountains of 
work that lie ahead!  
 
Personally, it has been a privilege to be part of this 
process. I have learnt so much and am so excited 
about what can be achieved together! 

TT: What happens if creditors vote against the 
plan? 
 
WS: Well that means John Evans, the Business 
Practitioner, will be literally back to the drawing 

board. He’d then have to agree a revised timeline 
with creditors and a new date by which to present a 
new plan. 
 
This will open the door to other suitors, including 
those who we believe may be less aligned to the  
racing industry than what we know MOD are. 
 
Why the decision to resign from CTS? 
 
WS: I took on the job of CTS CEO in 2017 when we 
had ambitions of exploring operational synergies  
between CTS and Kuda. A lot has of course  
happened since 2017, and in many ways the role 
was always going to be a transitional one.  
 
I have taken on several other responsibilities,  
including the positions highlighted above. These  
positions all require time and effort, and I just felt that 
something had to give.  
 
Kuda remains my primary focus (must pay the  
mortgage somehow!!) and given the various industry 
challenges over the last couple of years it has  
become challenging continuing to give the Kuda job 
the full attention it deserves.  

What will you miss most about running CTS? 
 
WS: Well, there are a few things I will not miss!! 
 
Jokes aside, it has been a great experience and 
what stands out for me is the people who I got to 
meet. The racing industry is a truly global industry, 

and I am so excited about what lies ahead for South 
Africa once exports become easier. We have a long 
way to go before truly competing with the best in the 
business, but there is so much goodwill towards 
South Africa, we must just leverage it. We are  
sometimes extremely insular in South Africa and 
having had the perspective of looking in “from the 
outside” gives me lots of hope. 

Your thoughts on the future of CTS? 
 
Chris van Niekerk and Bernard Kantor have been 
stalwarts in their ongoing support for the industry, 
despite the obvious risks and challenges faced. The 
Cape Premier Yearling Sale is a showpiece for the 
South African thoroughbred industry and has been 
unparalleled in its ability to attract foreign investment.  
Cape Town makes so much sense as a sales venue 
from so many perspectives, and I believe the years 
of investment will pay off when SAEHP are  
successful in effecting direct export protocols.  
 
Chris is taking on a more executive role and have 
appointed the experienced team of Grant Knowles 
and Amanda Carey to join Kerry Jack. I know they 
have the will and team to succeed.              (to p 12) 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

7 QUESTIONS: WéHANN SMITH (fm p1) 
 
TT: Any nice horses of your own coming through the ranks? 
 
The search continues!! I have been lucky to own small shares of some very nice horses over the years. 
Horses like Majestic Mozart, Safe Harbour, Rocket Countdown, Ernie, and Freedom Charter come to mind. 
Majestic Mozart is running in the Champions Cup on Saturday and while the betting suggests we will strug-
gle, that certainly will not put us off shouting him home! The elusive Group 1 still evades me … 
 
Of the younger horses Lemon Delight seems to be the standout at present. She is not without her own 
problems, but we’re hopeful that she can produce something in the three-year-old Summer Season. 
 
The Restructuring Task Team also bought a yearling together at the recent National Yearling Sales. Now if 
that is not a vote of confidence in our industry, then I do not know!  - tt. 

ONE of South Africa’s greatest ever, Variety Club (VAR), is now 12 years of age, and in fine fettle in retire-
ment at the White Queen Equestrian Centre, next to the Val De Vie Estate in Paarl, Western Cape. His 
caretaker Danielle Ehlers (photo) told: “When he returned from racing overseas he had a spell at Klawervlei 
Stud and then he spent a year running around a bit with Joey Ramsden’s string at Milnerton, where he was 
naughty and biting everyone. I rode him there for the period, and then decided to take him. He’s calmed 
down, he’s like a puppy now and I’ve been jumping him at White Queen. This is a world-class facility man-
aged by a professional show jumper and Variety Club is getting all the love and attention he needs.” -tt 

He’s a true ‘puppy’ now 
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WIN A CASE (6 BOTTLES) OF SWART-
LAND’S FINEST CHENIN BLANC 

THE Swartland Chenin Blanc is described as having 
“Fresh tropical fruity flavours, on the nose and palate. This 
fruity wine has a lovely crisp finish. It goes well with white 
meat dishes and vegetarian dishes. Enjoy with grilled 
smoked haddock, white fish, avocado and calamari salad. 
Salads and green vegetables are also perfect for this 
Chenin Blanc.” Or, in these times, you can just swig it 
down to get drunk! Right, so send us at least THREE (3), 
e-mail addresses of your mates and colleagues who 
like racing and will enjoy our newsletter, to edi-
tor@turftalk.co.za. We will add them to our subscription 
list, and pick a winner from those who have sent us the 
required e-mails. Make sure they are not already  
subscribed, and that they won’t cancel after the prize is 
awarded. We will announce the winner at month-end, and 
deliver the wine to your home. The Crook In A Doek won’t 
stop us!  -tt. 

Most Irish jocks need help with mental disorders 
FRESH research into the wellbeing of Irish jockeys has found that 79 per cent of professional riders 
meet the criteria for at least one common mental health disorder.  

The anonymous online survey, which was  
completed by 84 professional jockeys in Ireland 
(more than half the weighing room population),  
revealed 61 per cent of riders engaged in adverse 
alcohol use and 35 per cent encountered issues 
with depression. 
 

The study highlighted potential risk factors 
as predictors of common mental disorders 
among jockeys, with 29 per cent  
acknowledging career dissatisfaction and 
26 per cent considering retirement. 
 
The paper, which was published in the Physician 
and Sportsmedicine journal earlier this month, is 
the work of Waterford Institute of Technology PhD 
student Lewis King, who has been supported in his 
studies by the Irish Horseracing Regulatory Board. 
 
"It's important to establish why they may not reach 
out for help and why it can be sometimes left until 
crisis point to ask for assistance, rather than at an 
earlier anxiety level." 

The high rate of common mental disorders in the 
study was inflated by the levels of adverse alcohol 
use, according to King, with the ratio of riders with 
depression dropping from previous recent  
research. 
 
He explained: "The rate of common mental disor-
ders would have been greater compared to data 
from other sports, such as soccer, rugby and gaelic 
athletes, but a lot of that would have been due to 
the measure we used to assess adverse alcohol 
use. 

Pic by illustration only (independent.ie). 

"If you remove alcohol and look at disorders of  
depression, distress and anxiety specifically, the fig-
ures would largely be in line with other sports. 

"The last study that my supervisor Ciara Losty did 
found that 57 per cent of jockeys met the threshold 
for depression, but with our larger sample size we 
see a reduction for that statistic. We don't necessarily 
know the reasons behind that, but it's interesting for 
us to see that jockeys are comparable to other elite 
athletes. 

"Jockeys live very tough lives and they might view 
alcohol as a relaxation technique," he said. “A  
couple of beers here and there a few times a week 
would put you above the threshold and alcohol statis-
tics for Ireland rank the country as one of the highest 
per capita when it comes to usage, so it could involve 
a cultural factor too."   - Racing Post/Mark Boylan. 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Food… now!! 

A pale-looking Jim Crowley treats himself to a pizza after winning the leading jockey of the Ebor 
meeting at York last week. Spare a thought for our jockeys today. It can’t be easy eating so little, 
every day of your life. Do they ever get used to it? 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Guess who my sister is…? 

RUNNING around in a Drakenstein Stud Paddock as if she knows her pedigree is this full-sister to  
champion filly Clouds Unfold, a daughter of What A Winter and Montelissima (Montjeu). 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.drakensteinstud.com/
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NINE-year-old Putchini (Bezrin) started his career in July 2014, and took 24 runs to win his Maiden, at 
Scottsville in February 2016. He’s nine now, has contested 112 races over 8 racing seasons and on Sun-
day posted his 11th win when accounting for a MR67 field over 1400m at Greyville under apprentice Jabu 
Jacobs. Trainer Ivan van Wyk has done remarkably well keeping Putchini in good racing shape and plac-
ing him in the weak handicaps. Owner Ashley De Klerk said: “He’s an incredible little horse. We were sit-
ting at home on Sunday discussing his retirement, and then we saw him going down to the start so beauti-
fully. So perhaps he’s not done yet!” He won well, the old guy, clearly still enjoys his outings to the track 
and can probably bank a few more cheques to add to the  R783,000 he’s already earned, before they call it 
a day with him. Well done to Van Wyk, Yellow Star Stud and the De Klerk family.  - tt. (Pic: C Lenferna) 

Still calling the tune at nine! 
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CLICK HERE FOR SOQRAT INFORMATION BROCHURE 

A good weekend for Klawervlei’s Twice Over 
THE Klawervlei Stud based champion TWICE OVER (Observatory) enjoyed a notable Saturday this 
past weekend when he supplied a trio of winners. 

Twice Over, himself a four-time Gr1 winner, was 
responsible for a pair of winners at Kenilworth on 
Saturday, with his Willem Engelbrecht bred son 
DOUBLE GAMES winning at Champ De Mars on 
the same day. 
 
The dual G1 Emirates Airline Champion Stakes win-
ner's first success on Saturday came when his three
-year-old daughter TWICETHEQUALITY  
justified favouritism when breaking her maiden at 
just the second time of asking. 
 
Under a strong ride from Grant Van Niekerk, the 
Justin Snaith trained Twicethequality dug down 
deep to get up and score by a head in a thrilling fin-

ish. 

Bred by Klawervlei, Twicethequality, who had been 
second on her only previous start, is owned by Mrs 
Suzette Viljoen. 

Twice Over followed up in the very next race when 
his son MELIORA made all the running to score by 
three-parts of a length in a courageous display over 
2400m. 

The Glen Puller trained gelding, who has now won 
three times, races for the partnership Messrs Paul 
Barrett, F M Carruthers, R C Marais, Glen Puller & 

Ian Robinson.  - tt. 

https://bit.ly/2CG1UmW
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

This photo shows the old tote-board at Barrington  
Fairgrounds, Massachusetts. The Great Barrington Fair ran 
it's first thoroughbred meeting in 1940 and ran consecutively 
till 1983. The races returned for a year in 1991. In 1995 a 
freak Memorial Day tornado ripped through Great Barring-
ton and did extensive damage to the fairgrounds. In an  
effort to once again present racing the fairgrounds were  
rebuilt. In 1997 Great Barrington was again granted race 
dates, but racing only lasted two years.  The pic reminds us 
of our own racecourses like Newmarket, Gosforth Park, 
Milnerton and Bloemfontein. They will forever remain good 
memories, never, ever to return. But it’s sore, still. 

Old relics bring back memories 

GREAT pic for a promotional print advert, taken by  
Candiese Lenferna. It shows Nomzamo Mbatha, at Grey-
ville today, to cheer on her horse Zulu Citation (Hollywood 
Syndicate) in Race 3. Such promotions will charm a wider 
audience, but get the girl a decent runner, guys!  

We can reach a wider market! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

