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CHRIS van Niekerk and the new CTS Executive Team of Grant Knowles, Amanda Carey and Kerry Jack. 

New appointments made at CTS 
VAN NIEKERK HANDS-ON, SMITH RETURNS TO KUDA 

THE Cape Thoroughbred Sales Company (CTS), on Wednesday announced significant changes to 
its management team. 

Wéhann Smith, who took over as Chief Executive 
Officer of CTS during a transition period in 2017, 
and shared his duties as CEO with Kuda  
Insurance, will be returning to his post as owner 
and full-time CEO of Kuda. 
 
CTS Chairman Chris van Niekerk will be increasing 
his involvement in a more hands-on position as 
Executive Chairman, while industry stalwart Grant 

Knowles has been brought on board as Marketing 
and Bloodstock Director and the ever-popular  
Amanda Carey will be returning to the company in 
the position of Sales Director. 
 
Kerry Jack, who along with Smith steered the CTS 
ship through troubled waters over the last few years, 
will remain on the team in her capacity as Bloodstock 
Manager. Jacques Muller stays on as  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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CHANGES AT CTS (fm p1) 
 
Financial Manager. 
 

CTS will be partnering with New Zealand’s 
gavelhouse.com as its official partner for 
online auction sales. 
 
Van Niekerk commented: “My fellow director  
Bernard Kantor and I decided to look at the industry 
afresh and we agreed that the sales landscape 
would not be the same without the Cape Premier 
Sale and the CTS Ready To Run Sale, both of 
which have become institutions of the industry with 
exceptional and ongoing success attained by their 
graduates. 
 
“The industry needs both sales events. SAEHP has 
informed us that the European Union and the South 
African government have agreed to a process that 
will allow a bloodstock protocols audit to be  
conducted regardless of the travel restrictions im-
posed by Covid-19.  
 
“We expect more details to be swiftly forthcoming, 
and with those protocols in place we’re confident of 
an improved business environment for CTS and the 
industry at large. We’ve come a long way, recently 
enduring rocky patches, and we’ll be looking  
towards a good future. 
 
“In Grant Knowles and Amanda Carey we have two 
vastly experienced industry executives joining the 
team. Grant will be relinquishing his position as  
marketing manager of Klawervlei Stud and Amanda 
returns to us after a few years away.  
 
Van Niekerk added: “We’re pleased too, to be part-
nering with gavelhouse.com, who conducted the 
recent Klawervlei Online Farm sale with great  
efficiency and a top set of results and is recognised 
as an international leader in the field. We are in a 
time of constant change, and our aim is to adapt 
and grow with technological developments. The 
sales arena will not be the same as it was last year, 
and next year it won’t be the same as it is this year.” 
 
Wéhann Smith, who has risen to prominence via his 
serving of the industry in a number of high-end 
roles,” said: “My appointment as CEO of CTS came 
during a period of transition, when I offered to help, 
and now I will be moving on. 
 
“In addition to CTS I was (and am) a board member 
of the Racing Association and the Restructuring 
Task Team. Both have required time and effort, and 
the time has come for me to return to Kuda, which 
requires my full-time focus as CEO. Kuda has 
shown marked growth, but like most other business-

es, has been affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.”  
 
Grant Knowles stated: “We are entering a very  
exciting but challenging period for every facet of the 
Racing Industry. As sad as I am to be leaving 
Klawervlei after 15 years, I am very excited about 
joining CTS full time. We have some very exciting 
ideas and we look forward to sharing them with the 
industry.” 
 
Amanda Carey, a member of the highly efficient 
and successful founding team of CTS, commented: 
“I’m extremely excited to be back with CTS and  
believe that within the next two years we are going 
to see massive growth within our industry and look 
forward to being part of it. Our team needs no intro-
duction and we look forward to providing the same 
high-class service for which we are renowned.” 
 
The changes at CTS will come into effect  
immediately.  -tt. 

ALEC Hogg. 

Riley, Savage on Biz News 

A 54 page business rescue plan for Phumelela, the 
SA horse racing company, was released today. RA 
chairman Brian Riley and director Charles Savage 
are guests on Alec Hogg’s Biznews Noontime 
Thursday webinar tomorrow.  
 
The webinar is free to all, but pre-registration re-
quired. Go to link below: 
 https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/7823246642506682640  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7823246642506682640
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7823246642506682640
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

GOLDEN Ducat, with Donovan Dillon. (Candiese Lenferna). 

Golden Ducat can win next year’s Durban July 
DURBAN July-placed Golden Ducat has drawn nine out of eleven entries in the Champions Cup and 
has been priced up as the 10-1 fourth favourite, writes DAVID THISELTON. 

Jockey Donovan Dillon said this Philanthropist half-
brother to Hawwaam and Rainbow Bridge did not 
yet know how good he was and reckoned he would 
win next year’s July. 
 
Golden Ducat’s performance in the July this year 
was incredible considering he raced handy behind a 
blistering pace and had no cover virtually the whole 
way around and yet still managed to stay on for a 
1,90 length fourth.  
 
Dillon said the strong pace had suited the big gal-
loper as he was a horse who liked to use his action. 
 
Golden Ducat’s July run suggests he has oodles of 
stamina and Dillon agreed he would have been a 
big runner in the Gold Cup, a race he might be 

aimed at in time to come. However, trainer Eric 
Sands is wisely sticking to the classic distance 
Grade 1 races at present considering he has been 
showing enough speed to be a contender and is 
improving all the time. The Cape Derby winner did 
not handle Hollywoodbets Greyville in his first two 
starts this season but the fitting of a new noseband 
did the trick for the July. 
 
Dillon’s successful effort in slimming down to 53kg 
to make the weight for Golden Ducat in the July did 
not receive the accolades it deserved. Although his 
official riding weight is 56,5kg the tall youngster had 
been walking around at 59kg in some stages of this 
season. He felt Golden Ducat had a tough task at 
the weights in the Champions Cup against the like of 
Rainbow Bridge and Do It Again.  - Gold Circle. 
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WIN A CASE (6 BOTTLES) OF SWART-
LAND’S FINEST CHENIN BLANC 

THE Swartland Chenin Blanc is described as having 
“Fresh tropical fruity flavours, on the nose and palate. This 
fruity wine has a lovely crisp finish. It goes well with white 
meat dishes and vegetarian dishes. Enjoy with grilled 
smoked haddock, white fish, avocado and calamari salad. 
Salads and green vegetables are also perfect for this 
Chenin Blanc.” Or, in these times, you can just swig it 
down to get drunk! Right, so send us at least THREE (3), 
e-mail addresses of your mates and colleagues who 
like racing and will enjoy our newsletter, to edi-
tor@turftalk.co.za. We will add them to our subscription 
list, and pick a winner from those who have sent us the 
required e-mails. Make sure they are not already  
subscribed, and that they won’t cancel after the prize is 
awarded. We will announce the winner at month-end, and 
deliver the wine to your home. The Crook In A Doek won’t 
stop us!  -tt. 

CLICK HERE FOR SOQRAT INFORMATION BROCHURE 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
https://bit.ly/2CG1UmW
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Fairview meeting to Polytrack 
 
FOLLOWING heavy overnight rain(40mm) and an 
inspection of the racing surface by Officials and  
major role players, it has been decided to move the 
race meeting scheduled for Friday 21 August from 
Turf to the Polytrack. 
  
The overnight rain preceded by 15mm over the 
weekend have made underfoot conditions unsafe 
for both rider and horse. With the prediction of more 
showers later today and rain tomorrow it was  
unanimously decided to move the meeting to the 
Polytrack. 
  
Please note the change of distances in Race 3 and 
Race 8. 
 
Race 3 – Will now be run over 2200m. 
Race 8 – Will now be run over 1300m. 
-Phumelela Media Release. 

Another ‘Bomber’ is born 

BORN at Sorrento Stud today, a filly by Lancaster 
Bomber from Beshaayir (Galileo) seen here with 
Anthony Andrews.  

Vardy returns to Cape Town and won’t contest Champs Cup 

TRAINER Adam Marcus has explained the reason for Vardy to return home to Cape Town and thus 
miss the Champions Cup, writes DAVID THISELTON. 

He said Hollywoodbets Greyville in fast going had 
not suited the big 17 hands horse especially when 
the race was turned into a canter and sprint for 
home. He also said shortly after the July that it had 
now been confirmed he did not stay that sort of trip. 

He added, “The Champions Cup would have been 
the best race for him but I spoke to the owners and 
told them by the time he gets home after that race 
and then has his African Horse Sickness Vaccina-

tions there would not be enough time for him to pre-
pare for the Cape Summer Season so we opted to 
skip the race and send him home.” 

He said Twist Of Fate’s disappointing KZN cam-
paign this season could be put down to increasingly 
problematic haemoconcentrating. He has duly been 
gelded.  - Gold Circle. 

YES, OF COURSE WE HAVE A WEBSITE. www.turftalk.co.za 

http://www.drakensteinstud.com/
http://www.turftalk.co.za
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Snowdance had a colt… while it snowed 

WE reported yesterday that former Champion Racemare Snowdance (Captain Al), had foaled down 
with a colt by Lancaster Bomber, while it snowed on the mountain peaks. However, in the same 
sentence we referred to the colt as Snowdance’s ‘daughter’. Apologies to Drakenstein Stud. This is 
a stunning colt, for sure, and we hope he kicks butt one day. On his pedigree, he will! 
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Disabled punter sues bookies over losses 
TWO leading bookmakers helped a severely disabled gambling addict fill out betting slips as he 
squandered his compensation from a botched operation, it has been claimed. 

Lawyers for Liam McCarron say that Ladbrokes Coral 
and Paddy Power failed to intervene over more than 
three years as his losses reached at least £500,000. 
 
McCarron had been a successful businessman until 
2007, when he sustained “catastrophic” injuries dur-
ing a medical procedure, leading to permanent and 
severe impairment of his movement and speech. 
 

In a letter seen by the Guardian, McCarron’s 
lawyers say it should have been obvious to 
both companies that he was a vulnerable 
person who could not have been earning a 
salary and was likely to be gambling beyond 
his means. 
 
According to the claim, which has been forwarded to 
the Gambling Commission, staff at Ladbrokes were 
aware that he was using the diminishing proceeds of 
a one-off payout, writing in internal notes in 2014 that 
he had “received substantial compensation”. 
 
But they allegedly failed to take proper steps to  
address his gambling disorder until 2017, when staff 
at Ladbrokes’ sister company, Coral, asked him to fill 
out a form proving his source of funds. He was  
unable to do so because he would have required the 
help of his wife, who was not aware of the extent of 
his gambling losses. 
 
By the time McCarron was eventually barred from 
gambling, he had lost an estimated £500,000. 
 
Lawyers at Ellis Jones say that a timely intervention 
would have prevented this and they are seeking the 
restitution of his losses and compensation for the  
effect on his personal life, pointing to two suicide  
attempts and the breakup of his marriage. 

Both companies have so far said that they did not 
do anything wrong. 
 
Responding to questions through a family mem-
ber, McCarron said: “It has had an enormous im-
pact on me. There is the obvious financial impact, 
in that the money I used to gamble was intended 
to be for my ongoing living costs and care needs, 
which are significant. 

LIAM McCarron, feels like the victim. 

“The impact goes way beyond finances, though, as 
it has caused irreparable damage to my family rela-
tionships. On top of that, I feel that I have lost my 
dignity and self-respect.” 
 
Carolyn Harris, who chairs a cross-party group of 
MPs examining gambling-related harm, said: 
“Disability should not stop someone enjoying the 
activities they love, including gambling. But in this 
case, it ought to have been clear to the  
bookmakers that Mr McCarron could not afford to 
bet so much money.” - The Guardian. 

http://www/kuda.co.za
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

THE Stevenson Brothers of  Ashford, Kent, presented 
Anne, the Princess Royal, with a surprise 70th birthday 
present—a miniature, rocking replica of her horse  
DOUBLET, on which she won gold at the 1971 Olympics.  
The Princess, who is said to have a love affair with horses, 
sparked controversy when she told the horse-loving nation 
in 2013 it should turn to horsemeat so that horse owners 
would look after their animals better. Historian David  
Starkey replied at time, on BBC Radio:  “I never knew this 
royal  resembled the animal she was talking about.” 

The ‘Rocking’ Princess Royal 

HORSES feature prominently in several episodes of the 
legendary cartoon series, ‘The Simpsons’. In season 11, 
episode 13 (titled ‘Saddlesore Galactica’), Homer and Bart 
train a white horse called ‘Duncan’, a horse rescued from 
animal abuse, to win several races and are then threat-
ened by jockeys. The episode features several guest  
appearances, including race caller Trevor Denman who 
stars as himself, commentating the races in the episode. 

Homer, Bart and Duncan 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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