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FORM study entails solving a variety of problems. (Image by Weyni Deysel). 

Finding winners means solving complex problems 

COMPLEX problem solving is what handicapping (studying form like a tipster) is all about, and I will 
use last Saturday’s Pinnacle Plate for proven sprinters at Turffontein as an example, writes MARK 
VAN DEVENTER. 

If you’d bet on the horse with the best last start 
speed figure, you’d have lost because the horse is 
being prepped for an upcoming target and duly ran 
below best. 
 
If you’d picked the most consistent horse, a strong 
favourite albeit with slightly inferior figures and a 
hard task at the weights, you’d have made a dona-
tion as he could only manage a well-beaten second. 
 
If you’d gone for either of two horses with highly 
competitive back figures but who had not won for 
ages with histories of unsoundness, you’d be poorer 
as neither picked up their sore feet. 
 
If you’d gone for a light weight with seemingly weak-
er speed figures yet having scope to improve and 
primed to run a career peak, you’d be celebrating. 
 
The race in question was won by Bohica, who 

boosted his speed score from 99 to 104. Full credit 
to Dave Mollett for a spot- on preview in Business 
Day and Turf Talk where the Azzie stable revealed 
their confidence in the son of Cape Town Noir’s 
chances. That positivity was reflected in the betting 
market as Bohica was heavily punted from 5/1 into 
2/1 before easily taking care of Mr Flood. 
 
This example conveys just how dynamic punting can 
be as horseplayers must try synthesise a wide range 
of confounding variables before making betting deci-
sions. To render this Racing “Brain Game” popular 
again, and a viable wagering pursuit for intelligent 
investors into the future, customers must be given a 
surfeit of information. Transparency is key! And com-
plete integrity in racing itself is absolutely vital, too!  
 
The Restructuring Task Team is faced with tough 
business decisions within the next week which will 
determine the path chosen by SA racing. (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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COMPLEX PROBLEM SOLVING (fm p1) 
 
This humble psychology graduate is out of his 
depth debating high level corporate wheeling and 
dealing. What is obvious, however, to anyone with 
even a tiny dose of marketing suss is this -  
whoever ends up operating racing in SA, must 
meet the needs of punters if the game is to prove 
sustainable.  
 

To quote Bennet Liebman, a staunch NYRA 
Board member and wise advisor to New York 
Governors, “What we want in a franchise hold-
er is what is best for the fans of horse racing. 
That means the best quality racing at the best 
price, at the best facilities, and with an assur-
ance of fairness in the racing.… it’s the one 
sport where the fans through their wagering 
dollars are true participants in the game. If we 
aren’t working for the fans of racing…. we’re 
not working at all.” 
 
There is no coordinated SA horseplayer advocacy 
group to represent punters interests here. It’s 
hoped that proper marketing studies are being 
done into what punters actually want in SA, but 
some of their wishes would likely mirror those of 
fellow bettors around the world. Here are a few 
suggestions/pleas to the authorities: 
 
Reduce Take- Out: this is a political hot-potato 
especially in a fraught SA context, but an extortion-
ate 25% exotic take out makes a tough game prac-
tically impossible to beat even for sophisticated 
Tote bettors. No wonder sensible players migrate 
to fixed odds betting at a significantly lower tax.  
 
Even worse is when bettors leave the game all-
together due to creeping losses or take Open Bets 
to try maintain profitability. Lower taxes, combined 
with a fair and judicious use of rebates based on 
volumes bet, would boost turnover with winning 
players increasing their bets and losing players sur-
viving longer. Give payoff bonuses to attract on 
course attendance. 
 
The industry should run ongoing Educational  
Programs for fans: racing is difficult to master with 
a steep learning curve that deters people out for a 
quick gaming fix. Use the specialist racing channels 
and on- line resources to run fan-friendly programs 
where experts pass on their knowledge about rac-
ing’s fascinating gambling intricacies.  
 
Celebrate Winners: By turning sharp Poker pros 
into minor TV celebrities, interest in that card game 
grew big time. Nobody is saying racing is easy and 
indeed the vast majority of players will lose. Howev-
er, portraying it as a mugs game for idiotic gam-

bling junkies is counter- productive. To illustrate, 
Golf is also difficult to play well with only 1% of play-
ers possessing handicaps of 3 or less but that does 
not mean less capable recreational players should 
pack away their clubs. By showcasing the best PGA 
or European Tour Players, recreational hackers are 
inspired, and participation in Golf is widened. Racing 
can do the same by promoting the skillful accom-
plishments of consistently successful betting pros. 
 
Provide accurate Work Out information, videos of 
training gallops/trials and supply data on horse’s 
shifting weights: the available form guides have im-
proved significantly over the years but a void that 
needs to be filled is providing open info about the 
shifting physical condition of racehorses. Trainers 
opinions, no matter how well intentioned, are not 
sufficient – real objective work out data is required. 
 
Sectional Timing is essential: get systems in place 
which enable punters to know precisely how fast 
horses are going at different stages of the race. Ath-
letics, Motor-Racing, Downhill slalom skiing – you 
name any type of sport that literally involves “racing” 
- split second timing is integral to understanding that 
sport. Without such core data in horse racing, the 
product is debased and form study is reduced to 
guesswork. 
 
Stride Length data can help as well: this is a rela-
tively new field measuring strides and cadence 
(frequency). Certain top trainers use it to understand 
ability and distance preferences – provide that info to 
customers, preferably for free. Thankfully, there are 
plenty of freely available resources, yet punters are 
already paying heavily for the privilege of betting via 
mandated taxes, so why should they also have to 
pay extra for helpful info on which they base their 
decisions? 
 
There are many other solutions that can help 
improve the lot of horseplayers and by extension, 
ensure the sustainability of racing in SA.  
 
The range of online betting options and ease of 
watching races @ home from all across the globe is 
one of the great modern advances for racing  
enthusiasts. As a pioneer in on- line exchange bet-
ting and live streaming, Interbet has been at the 
forefront of some of these positive shifts in South 
Africa.—tt. 
 
* Mark van Deventer is an avid student OF Andy 
Beyer’s renowned speed figures. Mark uses his in-
sights based on time-based analysis to convey well-
researched handicapping opinions. He has built up a 
reputation of integrity in the media as handicapper 
with the ability to unearth live runners at juicy prices. 
Van Deventer currently writes a column for  
INTERBET, and this article is used by permission.  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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How durable is the modern thoroughbred? 
QUESTIONS about the durability of the Thoroughbred and the safety of racing were asked at the 
2020 Jockey Club Round Table Conference on Matters Pertaining to Racing, during a digital meet-
ing attended by three top trainers from different countries. 

For years, people have debated why and whether 
the modern Thoroughbred racehorse is a more 
fragile creature than he was decades ago, and 
John Gosden, Mark Casse, and Jessica Harrington 
gathered last Sunday to voice their opinions. 
 
Gosden suggested that the shift from breeding to 
race to breeding for sales may have had some un-
intended consequences on the gene pool. When 
breeders kept a mare throughout her career and 
raced the offspring, they could figure out if there 
was a flaw in the family such as a breathing issue 
or a fragility brought on by “soft bone.” If that was 
the case, the breeder wouldn't continue the line. 
 
“What happened I think from 1980 onward is a lot 
of people began breeding for the sales and not to 
race and therefore certain weaknesses were  
tolerated because it was a well-bred filly related to 
this and maybe a stallion had got away with it,” said 
Gosden. “The greatest example was the great  
stallion Danzig who didn't even win a stake but  
became a great stallion.” 

Harrington, who is known for her success with both 
flat horses and steeplechasers in Ireland, agreed and 
also suggested that the physical attributes that are 
valued at the sales – conformational correctness 
sometimes installed via surgery – aren't the ones that 
are most valuable to racing ability. 
 
“It's become a beauty contest at the sales,” she said. 
“If they're not correct, the agents and people looking 
at them will take them off lists. A lot of owners and 
breeders will send you a horse that they couldn't sell 
at the sales because they weren't correct and yet 
they're very good racehorses.” 
 
Harrington and Gosden agreed that some of their 
best horses, including Group 1 winners, had come to 
them this way, as anticipated sale rejects. Those 
horses had the elements of physical durability that 
counted, however. 
 
Casse reflected on the issue somewhat differently. 
For one thing, he said, people have the belief horses 
are less durable because they believe they   (to p9) 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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WIN A CASE (6 BOTTLES) OF SWART-
LAND’S FINEST CHENIN BLANC 

THE Swartland Chenin Blanc is described as having 
“Fresh tropical fruity flavours, on the nose and palate. This 
fruity wine has a lovely crisp finish. It goes well with white 
meat dishes and vegetarian dishes. Enjoy with grilled 
smoked haddock, white fish, avocado and calamari salad. 
Salads and green vegetables are also perfect for this 
Chenin Blanc.” Or, in these times, you can just swig it 
down to get drunk! Right, so send us at least THREE (3), 
e-mail addresses of your mates and colleagues who 
like racing and will enjoy our newsletter, to edi-
tor@turftalk.co.za. We will add them to our subscription 
list, and pick a winner from those who have sent us the 
required e-mails. Make sure they are not already  
subscribed, and that they won’t cancel after the prize is 
awarded. We will announce the winner at month-end, and 
deliver the wine to your home. The Crook In A Doek won’t 
stop us!  -tt. 

Multiple Gr1winner 

Soqrat (AUS) 
To STUD At SANDOWN 

CLICK HERE FOR SOQRAT INFORMATION BROCHURE 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
https://bit.ly/2CG1UmW
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WHAT’s a little snow in the life of a young man burning with rays of fire within his loins! Here ’s Gr1 winning 
stallion Red Ray (Western Winter), looking fresh in his working gear in the light snow that fell overnight at 
the Birch Bros.’ Vogel Vlei Stud. Red Ray went to stud in 2017, this is his fourth season on duty and there 
are excellent reports about his crop of unraced two-year-olds. Colin Birch commented: “Red Ray’s out-
standing pedigree and quality looks, to go with his speed, is a massive attraction for us as a stallion. We 
also have a  strong affinity to his female line going back to our Champion Stallion Plum Bold and superstar 
Royal Chalice.” 

A romantic setting for a man of calibre! 

“Pedigree, quality looks and speed” 
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THOROUGHBRED DURABILITY (fm p4) 
 
start less. One of many reasons for that in Casse's 
experience is the difficulty of the entry box. Alt-
hough he saddles 1,000 starters per year, he esti-
mates he has to enter 4,000 races to get those 
starts in. His best horses could run 30 to 40 percent 
more often than they do because races don't fill. 
 
As to breeding durability, Casse pointed to  
state-bred programs as sometimes incentivizing 
irresponsible breeding choices. 
 
“I'm going to upset a lot of people when I say this 
but probably the thing that has hurt our breed the 
most in the U.S. is the state programs,” he said. “I 
think there are stallions and mares that are being 
used as broodmares and stallions that if we didn't 
have a local program, they would never cut the 
mustard.” 
 
Naturally, the topic of medication is central to the 
question of racehorse durability and welfare. Casse 
has recently been outspoken in the press about his 
concerns about clenbuterol, a drug which is used 
therapeutically to treat respiratory disease. It also 
has the side effect of acting similarly to an anabolic 
steroid, building muscle over time. Casse has been 
shocked and disappointed to discover there are 
breeding farms using it on yearlings and even 
weanlings to prepare them for sales, where more 
mature (more muscled) horses are more success-
ful. 
 

As some American jurisdictions seek to 
change their policies on race-day medications, 
Gosden was asked his opinion on the use of 
Lasix and non-steroidal anti-inflammatories 
(NSAIDs) like phenylbutazone as pre-race 
treatments.  
 
Gosden began his training career in California, at-
taining success at the graded stakes level in the 
early 1980s before moving to Newmarket in 1989, 
so he has had experience with American and British 
pre-race regulations. Lasix is not permitted pre-race 
in Britain, but can be legally used in training. 
Gosden said he does employ it when he feels it's 
necessary. 
 
“If I have a really bad bleeder ahead of a major 
workout, I may well give Lasix,” he said. “I don't use 
bute much at all. I'm not very keen on it. I feel if the 
horse needs time, it needs time. I'm not a great user 
of that. 
 
“There has to be an issue in this day and age to 
know that a horse, the night before the race let 
alone the morning of a race, this is an athlete in a 
competition, is actually permitted to have an intra-
venous injection? It's a little hard to think of any oth-
er athlete in any sport that that would be tolerated.” 
 
Casse said for his part, he won't miss the ability to 
givegivegive a pre-race bute treatment if he races in 

a jurisdiction that doesn't permit it 24 hours out. He 
has always been pro-Lasix, but mostly because he 
worries about what other trainers will do if they don't 
have access to Lasix, like withdrawing water farther 
and farther out from the race to create the same 
diuretic effect. 

“As John alluded to, there's a lot bigger problems 
out there in the U.S. than Lasix,” said Casse. 
“Personally I'm so fed up with it I question how long 
I want to even train.” 
 

Gosden admitted that concerns about medica-
tion – legal or otherwise – do creep into his 
mind when looking at a sale horse in the 
States. 
 
“You would know from certain farms and certain 
families, where you stood, whether that farm was in 
New York, in Kentucky, Florida or Pennsylvania … 
You knew where you stood when you saw their 
stock,” said Gosden of the old days. “Now I got to 
the sales and it's not so much that I don't know the 
families, it's that I don't know these horses and what 
they achieved and how they achieved it, and I think 
to myself 'Oh I wonder what they were running on.' 
 
“The moment you start correcting the validity and 
purity of that result … you think, 'How real is this I'm 
looking at? It might have been reared properly but 
what was it racing on?' It's rather like a counterfeit 
coinage, it becomes a worry. That's something I 
hope American racing can get hold of.” 
 
Until it does, Casse says trainers like him who want 
to play by the rules are faced with a difficult choice. 
“I told my son, I have a 17-year-old son and I was 
recently elected to the Hall of Fame and he said, 
'Dad what's that mean?'” he said. “And I said, that 
means you can do things right and still get it done 
with dignity, because through this game you're go-
ing to have to decide which is more important: win-
ning at all costs, or your dignity.” 
- from Paulick Report. 

DOPERS always seem a step ahead of authorities. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Born at  
Drakenstein 
 
 
SNOWDANCE, the multi-
ple Gr1 winner by Captain 
Al,  foaled a beautiful  
Lancaster Bomber colt on 
Monday evening, while 
the snow fell on the moun-
tain tops. Mom looks 
proud, and daughter is a 
peach of a foal. 

http://www.drakensteinstud.com/
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Joseph O’Brien throws his toys over Dundalk track surface 

DUNDALK chief executive Jim Martin has called on industry stakeholders to be patient during what 
he describes as a “bedding-in period” for the new surface at Ireland’s only all-weather racecourse.  

Joseph O’Brien, leading winter series handler at the 
track for the past two seasons, has criticised the new 
surface for riding slow during its two fixtures to date, 
and labelled the kickback at the track on Saturday as 
“severe”. 
 
As a result, O’Brien revealed he would have  
fewer runners at Dundalk until the track improved. 

Along with Martin, Michael Halford and Ado  
McGuinness described themselves as happy with 
the new surface. 

They also pointed to the warm weather on Saturday 
as one of the main contributing factors to the greater 
levels of kickback and slowness of the track. 
 
“It's bedding in and is riding a lot slower than what it 
usually is, but that's what you're going to get with a 
new surface,” McGuinness said. “There are lads giv-
ing out but I'm not moaning one bit because it's a 
beautiful surface and it's safe. I can't fault it.”   
 
McGuinness has sent out 56 winners at Dundalk 
over the last five years, but was in little doubt the old 

surface wasn’t up to scratch and that the new track 
would prove a good addition. 

The trainer said: “Of course it's riding slower than it 
was 12 months ago when it was dead, and riding 
like the road before. I'm delighted to see the new 
surface there. We had a dry couple of weeks and 
an all-weather track will always ride the opposite to 
turf. It packs better when it's wet but it was fluffy on 
Saturday. I think we're just going to have to be pa-
tient and let it bed in.”  - Racing Post. 

JOSEPH O’Brien: “Kickback is severe at Dundalk.” 

http://www/kuda.co.za
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Why people become breeders... 

BREEDERS must sit and marvel at their newly born foals all day long. Just look at this pretty young colt  
strutting around enthusiastically at the Parker family’s Ascot Stud. He is the first foal of Snitzel stallion  
Heavenly Blue, born from Crystal Glitter, a Zamindar mare out of the same family as Archipenko, Nureyev 
and Blame. “He is a good boned, nice sized, racy grey colt – lots to look forward to!” raved Dr Ashley  
Parker. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Panellists found guilty of defaming a jockey 
Racing’s people are sensitive about jokes and parodies 

AUSTRALIA’s ‘Racing Rant’ panellists Glenn Pollett and Marc Lambourne have been found guilty of 
conduct prejudicial to the image of racing over comments made about jockey James McDonald.  

Stewards received a complaint following comments 
by Pollett on the online racing show that flippantly 
suggested McDonald may have been betting on  
races. 
 
The comments were made during a review show for 
Racing Rant - which is restricted to subscribers only - 
on April 20 after McDonald's win aboard Kinane in the 
Frank Packer Plate. 
 
"JMac's got to be careful when he talks after a race, I 
tell you he's got to be a bit more careful. He talks 
about their chance, what he thought prior to the race 
and as he's talking you can see he's had $1500  
each-way on it or something," Pollett said on the 
show. 
 
"It's unbelievable, he goes 'I rode this during the 
week, I knew if I just sat there and steered it, it would 
lengthen out and have them covered. It was just like, 
what a beauty'. You just go, oh man, you have 
backed this for sure. 
 
"If you love a bet, you don't stop betting.  
 
As if he hasn't backed it? I'm so proud of him. 
 
"But on the flipside, the thing I like about him, I feel 
like when he doesn't back them he tries just as hard." 
 
Stewards found that Pollett's comments were prejudi-
cial to the image of racing in that they "would give rise 
to a particular suspicion in the mind of a reasonable 
person that McDonald was betting on thoroughbred 
racing ... when he had no such evidence to support 

those allegations." 
 
The topic of betting is sensitive to McDonald and 
those close to him, due to the fact the hoop was 
disqualified for 18 months in 2016 after pleading 
guilty to having a bet on a horse he had ridden. 
 
He was found to have profited $4,000 after suc-
cessfully backing Astern on debut in December 
2015.  
 
Pollett argued to stewards the comments were 
made in jest, an assertion that was backed up by 
13 Racing Rant subscribers that corresponded to 
stewards in support of Pollett - saying they consid-
ered the comments to be 'a joke'. 
 
Stewards noted that "it is not necessary to identify 
'wrong conduct' as such, but rather the raising of 
relevant 'suspicion' in the mind of a reasonable 
person when the conduct was publicised." 
 
Lambourne was found guilty of AR228(a) - conduct 
prejudicial to the image of racing - and AR228(d) - 
publishing defamatory comments about McDonald. 
 
Stewards also found Lambourne guilty of an addi-
tional charge, AR232(b), of failing and/or refusing 
to comply with a direction of stewards in that on 
May 16 he posted on Twitter a section of a video 
recording of the stewards inquiry conducted on 
April 30. 
 
Stewards will now set a date for submissions on 
penalty.  - punters.com.au. 

NO room for satire in a disturbed, PC World: Pollett and Lambourne bearing the brunt.  (punters.com.au). 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

THERE comes a time in everyone’s month, or week (or 
day), when you want to turn it all in and hand your life and 
soul over to Bacchus,  the Roman agricultural god who was 
associated with the harvest — particularly that of grape-
vines. If today is such a day, and you’re in Cape Town, why 
not take a drive out Somerset West way to Avontuur Es-
tate, where you can get immaculately pissed at 20% off, 
meet Pippa Mickleburgh, the legend of the house, and look 
at some fine horseflesh. Remember the rules: Don’t mix 
your wine with beer or spirits, don’t drive and if you do, 
don’t bliksem the cops in the roadblock ‘cause the Cape 
variety of law enforcers reportedly don’t take bribes (being 
DA run and all), and they’ll throw your sorry ass in jail! 
Come to think of it, just use Uber! 

A day on the outskirts of Kyalami 

Just get there, and drink it all! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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