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ADAM Azzie with a relaxed Bohica. He’ll be wide awake on Saturday! (Supplied). 

Azzie stable believes 1160m is Bohica’s game! 
FIVE horses from one stable against one of the fastest horses in the land — that is an intriguing 
contest, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

It is the situation in the fifth race at Turffontein on 
Saturday when five runners from the yard of  
Michael and Adam Azzie take on Lucky  
Houdalakis’s speedster, Mr Flood. 
 
For close on six decades, the Azzie name has been 
respected in the same way as that of O’Brien in Ire-
land. The achievements of Herbie and George 
Azzie in SA’s big races are well documented. 
 
What would delight these two gentlemen is that the 
Azzie dynasty is in safe hands — Michael and his 
son Adam are ensuring that is the case. 
 
In the era of George Azzie, stable information was 
kept close to the chest. The last people in the know 

were the media. 
 
Happily, times have changed so the question from 
this old hack to Michael Azzie was a simple one — 
which of your five runners (Rivarine, Down To Zero, 
Oravar, Bohica and Russian Prince) do you fancy? 
 
The answer was immediate. Azzie said: “You can 
tell your readers I think Bohica is best of my five. I’ve 
been running him over his wrong distance but now 
we’ve found the right one.” 
 
This is important news for punters as Bohica, a son 
of Capetown Noir, has been priced up 5-1 in early 
betting. Mr Flood is odds-on favourite at 17-20 and 
Computaform Sprint winner Rivarine is        (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/


2 

 

AZZIE’S BOHICA (fm p1) 
 
quoted at 7-2. 
 
“I am prepping Rivarine for the Mercury Sprint 
[August 29] but still expect him to run well on  
Saturday. But Bohica needed his run behind Marshall 
[in June] and I think he is weighted to win. If he does 
well, I might run him in the Mercury.” 
 
Both Azzie and Mr Flood’s trainer, Houdalakis (4 win-
ners at the Vaal yesterday), will be decidedly  
unhappy when they see the barrier draws for the 
Greyville sprint. Rivarine is drawn 24 out of 26 and 
Mr Flood 26 out of 26. Bohica has drawn barrier 16. 
 

The Azzie stable can provide Pick 6 backers 
with a banker bet in the first leg — Rapid Fire is 
expected to get her career back on track after a 
disappointing showing in the Allan Robertson at 
Scottsville. 
 
“She didn’t travel well, didn’t eat up and the race was 
too much too soon after her third in the Fillies  
Nursery,” said Azzie. 
 
Devin Habib has started the new campaign in good 
form and he rides Rapid Fire for the first time. It will 
be a surprise if the daughter of Querari does not beat 
Paul Peter’s filly Greens. 
 
The Pick 6 might not be too difficult this time as there 
is another possible two bankers in the form of Golden 
Belle and Paul Matchett’s four-year-old Great  
Esteem. 
 
Golden Belle, a daughter of Pomodoro, is chasing a 
hat-trick in the sixth race and will be at cramped odds 
to beat the July’s 35-1 Greyville winner Running 
Brave. 
 
Yes, the ninth race is a maiden over 2,000m but the 
weights point to Great Esteem, the son of Jackson, 
as the likely winner. The gelding finished just behind 
Electra Flying last time out and is 5.5kg better off 
with Alec Laird’s runner. 
 
In-form Brett Webber’s four-year-old Quarari’s 
Valentyn was also in that race and is 4.5kg worse off 
with Great Esteem. It could leave Another Penny as 
the main threat to the selection. —Business Day. 

@turftalk1 

TURFFONTEIN ON SATURDAY 
DAVID MOLLETT SELECTS  

1st Race: (3) Flashlight (1) Island Mistress (4) 
Tuscan Light (10) Galactico 

2nd Race: (8) Al Qaqaa (13) Sea Ways (10) Dom-
ino Ruler (11) Funky Music 

3rd Race: (1) Winter Smoke (4) Bowie (2) South 
East (3) Captain Morisco 

4th Race: (1) Rapid Fire (2) Greens (3) Laetitia’s 
Angel (5) Raeesah 

5th Race: (8) Bohica (2) Mr Flood (1) Rivarine (4) 
Down To Zero 

6th Race: (1) Golden Belle (2) Running Brave (6) 
Pool Party (7) Ulla 

7th Race: (7) Heart Of A Legend (8) Sultanah (6) 
Bella Rosa (1) Tahitian Orana 

8th Race: (1) Charming Lass (10) Bold Fortune 
(3) Nabeela (4) Super Duper 

SCOTTSVILLE ON SUNDAY 
ANDREW HARRISON SELECTS 

 
RACE 1: 7 Drunken Sailor, 12 Bindi, 11 Quick 
Star 
 
RACE 2: 8 Impartial, 1 Spring High, 12 Irontail 
 
RACE 3: 10 Rite Of Passage, 2 Hail Columbia, 7 
Lord Wylie 
 
RACE 4: 7 Stopalltheclocks, 8 Via Salaria, 12 
Admiral's Guest 
 
RACE 5: 3 What A Thrill, 4 Joyful Winter, 8 Ms 
Rosa Parks 
 
RACE 6: 5 Golden Chance, 2 Georgina Rose, 1 
Jack's Bird 
 
RACE 7: 12 Sofia Erin, 11 7 Bella Bellarina, Royal 
View 
 
RACE 8: 1 Preferential, 4 Zagara,  9 Chatty Cathy 
 
RACE 9: 7 Jubilate, 12 Silver Fox Dog, 11 Yukta's 
Dance 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


3 

 

mailto:kerry@gggaming.bet


4 

 

WIN A CASE (6) OF THE ABOVE! 

THE Swartland Chenin Blanc is described as having 
“Fresh tropical fruity flavours, on the nose and palate. 
This fruity wine has a lovely crisp finish. It goes well 
with white meat dishes and vegetarian dishes. Enjoy 
with grilled smoked haddock, white fish, avocado and 
calamari salad. Salads and green vegetables are 
also perfect for this Chenin Blanc.” Or, in these times, 
you can just swig it down to get drunk! Right, so 
send us at least THREE (3), e-mail addresses of 
your mates and colleagues who like racing and will 
enjoy our newsletter, to editor@turftalk.co.za. We will 
add them to our subscription list, and pick a winner 
from those who have sent us the required e-mails. 
Make sure they are not already subscribed, and that 
they won’t cancel after the prize is awarded. We will 
announce the winner at month-end, and deliver the 
wine to your home. The Crook In A Doek won’t stop 
us!  -tt. 

Houdalakis racks up four at Vaal meeting 
LUCKY Houdalakis sent out a four-timerat his home course, The Vaal, where he contested five rac-
es with six horses on Thursday, writes DAVID THISELTON. 

The first-timer Money Fighter got the ball rolling in 
the second race over 1200m. This colt has scope 
and showed pace to be within touching distance 
before fetching the leader National Liberty and 
fending off the challenges of two other first-timers 
Dawn Of An Era and After Hours to win by 0,60 
lengths under Devin Habib.  
 
He has a good pedigree being by Equus Champion 
Sprinter What A Winter out of the Cape Town-
based ten time-winning sprinter Money Surger. He 
was bred by the Limestone Thoroughbred Trust 
and is owned by Keith Waterston. The Houdalakis 
yard is known to bring them on slowly but surely so 
it is an encouraging sign if one of their's wins first 
time out, although he did start 11/4 favourite. 

 
 
The yard won the next over 1200m with another 
first-timer, Castle Durrow, who started at odds of 
20/1. Craig Zackey, upstanding young fellow, ex-
tracted a late charge out of her to overtake Oksana 
in the shadow of the post to win by half-a-length. 
This Global View filly is out of a Dansili maiden and 
was bred by Ashley McNabb, who owns her in 
partnership with "Milly" Miliotis.  
 
In the fifth race, a handicap over 1600m, top weight 
and having a shoe refitted at the start did not stop 
the Houdalakis-trained 37/20 favourite Dark Tide 
winning, though narrowly, to provide the middle leg 
of a quick treble for S'Manga Khumalo. However, 
he only held on by the skin of his teeth from the 
flying nine-year-old Street Flyer. Dark Tide, who 
has now won twice in nine starts, is by Captain Of 
All and is owned by Dr Melandie Taljaardt. The four
-year-old gelding was bred by La Berg Stud.  
 
Later, Devin Habib completed a double when get-
ting home on the Houdalakis-trained Spanish  
Boy in a Classified Stakes race over 1200m. This 

LUCKY’s in hot form. 

Lammerskraal-bred Silvano gelding is owned by D 
Shawe and is also now a two time winner.  
 
Houdalakis considers his yard to be in a rebuilding 
phase at the moment so today's success was a wel-
come tonic. 
 
The stable's top class sprinter Mr Flood will be a 
tough nut to crack  in a Pinnacle Stakes event at 
Turffontein on Saturday.  - Gold Circle. 
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Being Joao Moreira 

HERE’s a photo for racing’s new-age pioneers. Today’s digital consumer wants the perfect balance be-
tween convenience and tangibility, like these racing fans riding in a virtual race at Sha-Tin. They want to 
reach out and touch something with minimal effort. Juttaputz.com reports: “At large, today’s consumer is 
idle, yet they take the form of tech pioneers. They want to be entertained and offered value beyond a social 
media post. In essence, consumers today want to immerse themselves, with ease, in what you as a brand 
have to say. Digital reality storytelling is still very much in its early days, but it is already demonstrating big 
results for many marketers and businesses that are using this medium to build their brand. Compared to 
traditional media, stories told with VR / AR are often rated to be more trustworthy, and that the more immer-
sive the experience, the stronger the emotional reactions typically are to that experience. This holds a lot of 
opportunity for marketers. But of course, the danger of experimenting with new technologies is that if you 
aren’t thoughtful about the application, it can lead to damage. Therefore, a balance of brand storytelling 
fundamentals and a re-orchestration of its elements is important to be successful. “ 

His journey begins... 

HAWWAAM has checked into the Kenilworth Quarantine Station, where he will remain for three weeks  
before travelling on to Mauritius en route to the UK. “He looks a million bucks!” said Kerry Jack, who 
snapped this pic of the multiple Gr1 winner yesterday. 

Juttaputz.com
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Ashburton... 

WE don’t get contributions from Pietermaritzburg’s Ashburton Training Centre too often, but trust the ever-
present Candiese Lenferna to come up with a super atmospheric shot again and she writes: “The sun rises 
behind the Ashburton Clubhouse, drenching the training centre in soft rays of warmth to take the chill off 
the 6 degree morning. A racehorse from the stable of Shane Humby returns from work, blowing out the 
steam from a gallop.” 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Yeehaaw… check those mares! 

BUFFALO Bill Cody must have some sort of idea what lies 
ahead. Look at him. He arrived at Wilgerbosdrift Stud yes-
terday, alert, ears pricked and eyes all over the broodmare 
paddocks, ready to start his career as a stallion. He is a 
son of multiple champion sire Redoute’s Choice, whose 
170 plus stakes winners include fellow multiple Australian 
champion Snitzel and fellow successful sires Not A Single 
Doubt and Stratum.  

Why we support Horse Care Units 
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl

