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CALIFORNIA-based Joe Sharabati loves and promotes South African racing. (Image supplied). 

Ready, set… aaand Away They Joe! 
TODAY, we meet Joe Sharabati, who lives near San Francisco in California and runs a new  
podcast focusing on international racing. He says that, purely by chance, he has come to love 
South African racing, which he now promotes on his show. 

Joe tells Turf Talk that he started following horse 
racing in the US in 2012, watching and betting on 
tracks across America. Later, he says, he discov-
ered Australian racing when he was up late work-
ing at his ‘real job’ and wanting a punt in his time 
zone. 
 
He says: “I started really enjoying Australian racing 
at around 2014 and just like everyone else, fell in 
love with Winx. I used to help out a lot with Sky 
Racing World (I don’t work for them, I just volun-
teer to help out with promoting International racing) 
and a lot of people within the Twitter community in 
the US started playing on racing from overseas 
countries as well.” 
 
“We’ve had access here recently to bets which are 
similar to your Place Accumulator and the Bi-Pot. 
We also have the Jackpot which is really popular 
here. Starting earlier this year during the pandemic,  

I branched off into more countries. I started watching 
racing in Japan, South Korea, South Africa and Sin-
gapore. All our betting is on the tote. There are no 
fixed odds and no bookmakers. Our pools are co-
mingled with UK, SAF and US. So, we are able to get 
in on the big pools there. 
 
“We've had a lot of guests from the industry come on 
the podcast like Matt Dinerman who is the track an-
nouncer at Golden Gate Fields (my home track) and I 
grew up watching Trevor Denman at Del Mar. Bob 
Werley is the English commentator for the NAR in 
Japan, Alastair Middleton is a commentator and pre-
senter in South Korea, and I like your own race caller 
and presenter, Alistair Cohen. We recently had 
Alistair on our podcast. 
 
“Right now, we're trying to branch out all international 
racing to the North American markets. I believe that a 
lot of the best racing is also everywhere (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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JOE SHARABATI (fm p1) 
 
around the world.  This is why I distribute SAF rac-
ing North America. I help them with promoting inter-
national racing. For our American audience it comes 
on at like 3am here in California time. Since Sky 
Racing World Took over the feed here, we’re trying 
to get a bigger audience for a punt. The payouts are 
really good on your races so we can entice the 
gamblers to play SAF. 
 
“I bet on almost every track around the world and 
here in the States. In South Africa, I’ve been getting 
familiar with all the tracks, but I pretty much have a 
punt on whatever is on.  
 

“Out of all of them I really like Turffontein. I 
seem to have the best luck there and I love 
the straight six (6 furlong straight no turns) 
races that you have in South Africa. We 
don't have any straight races other than the 
quarter horses here. 
 
“I've also been a big fan of Trevor Denman who is 
pretty much a mainstay here. Everyone in Southern 
California knows his voice and he is considered one 
of the Icons in Horse Racing within North Ameri-
ca.  I've travelled around the US to all of our tracks 
like Saratoga, Del Mar, Gulfstream Park, Santa 
Anita. I'm hoping one day I'll be able to travel soon 
to other tracks around the world once this Pandemic 
is over.”  - tt. 
 
Listen to Alistair Cohen interview here. 
 
Follow And Away The Joe on Twitter here 

TREVOR Denman, US racing icon. 

TELLYTRACK, South African horseracing’s  
exclusive channel on DStv, will be moving from 
channel 239 to channel 249 from Monday 24  
August. DStv will be streamlining their channels to 
sports themed channels on SuperSport as of 1 
September. Tellytrack is currently positioned after 
the Máximo channel and these two channels will 
move by several slots to allow for additional Super-
Sport channels.  - Media Release. 

Nothing goes with her, so far! 

THE promising Stuart Pettigrew-trained three-year-
old Var filly Anything Goes has been entered for 
both the Grade 1 Thekwini Stakes and Grade 1 
Premier’s Champions Stakes on WSB Gold Cup day 
August 29 and has drawn well in both. 

The unbeaten Varsfontein Stud-bred filly is out of 
unplaced Parade Leader mare Dance Domain, who 
is a half-sister to Equus Champion Miler Capetown 
Noir, and she herself is a half-sister to the Grade 3 
winner and Gr1 SA Classic runner up Green Laser. 
 
Anything Goes started her career over 1450m on the 
Turffontein Inside track, displaying a nice big action-
and winning by 1,50 lengths under Diego De 
Gouveia. In her next start in a Juvenile Plate over 
1400m on the Turffontein Standside track, De 
Gouveia had her more handy and after moving up 
under the hands she fetched the decent Elusive 
Woman, and won easily. The form has been franked 
as the 2,25 length third placed War Of Athena has 
since finished third in the Grade 1 Allan Robertson 
over 1200 with a flying finish and later won a Gradu-
ation Plate over 1400m by 5,50 lengths. 

In Anything Goes’ last start she faced a decent field 
again, this time over 1600m on Turffontein Stand-
side, and started at 8-10. She turned it on impres-
sively at the 400m mark to win by a length from 
Shezaglo, who won at the Vaal today.  

Anything Goes is an early 33-20 favourite for the 
Thekwini and 8-1 for the Premier’s. Pettigrew said 
he had provisionally booked Keagan De Melo but 
that he was waiting for the NHA’s announcement on 
travelling jockeys, expected Monday.  -Gold Circle. 

Tellytrack will switch to #249 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
https://anchor.fm/andawaytheyjoe/episodes/Getting-to-know-Alistair-Cohen-From-Tellytrack-in-South-Africa-ehfnco
https://twitter.com/AndAwayTheyJoe
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The ambulance that blew the start at Turffontein! 
PHUMELELA have conducted an inquiry into the incident in race seven at Turffontein on Sunday in 
which the jockeys were confused by the ambulance siren being activated shortly after the horses 
had jumped. 

In the NHA enquiry it was discovered that seven of 
the eight jockeys had heard the siren and some of 
them had consequently stopped riding. 
 
The race was declared null and void. 
 
However, the ambulance company does not fall 
under the NHA’s jurisdiction so a further inquiry into 
the matter had to be done by the operator. 
 
Medi Response consequently sent the following 
report to Phumelela: 
 
1. You requested an investigation into an incident 
whereby the racing ambulance’s siren was alleged-
ly activated immediately after the starter released 
the gates for Race 7 [of 10 August 2020] held at the 
Turffontein Racecourse. 
 
2. This report serves to record the findings of our 
investigation into the abovementioned incident.  
 
3. We can confirm that the siren of the racing ambu-
lance was activated after the gates were released 
during Race 7 on 10 August 2020. 
 
4. We are further able to report the following find-
ings to you for consideration in the matter: 
 
4.1 The personnel involved reported the incident to 
Medi Response management on the same day as 
the issue arising. To this extent, a statement was 
received from the driver, while the crew was also 
interviewed by the undersigned writer. 
 
4.2 Our conclusion is that the siren was activated 
accidentally while the ambulance was manoeuvring 
around a stationary vehicle (now identified as the 
veterinary vehicle) in order to follow the string of 
horses in-running. 
 
4.2.1 TAKE NOTE: emergency vehicle sirens are 
often wired (via the vehicle’s steering column) to the 
hooter on the steering wheel for ease of activation 
when needing to respond to an emergency. The 
vehicle deployed at Turffontein on 10 August 2020 
has such a configuration (i.e. the siren is activated 
through the steering wheel). 
 
4.3 In addition to the above-mentioned stationary 
vehicle, there were some pedestrians standing (and 
seated) on the inside track that is generally used by 
the ambulance during races.  

WIN A CASE (6) OF THE ABOVE! 

THE Swartland Chenin Blanc is described as having 
“Fresh tropical fruity flavours, on the nose and palate. 
This fruity wine has a lovely crisp finish. It goes well 
with white meat dishes and vegetarian dishes. Enjoy 
with grilled smoked haddock, white fish, avocado and 
calamari salad. Salads and green vegetables are 
also perfect for this Chenin Blanc.” Or, in these times, 
you can just swig it down to get drunk! Right, so 
send us at least THREE (3), e-mail addresses of 
your mates and colleagues who like racing and will 
enjoy our newsletter, to editor@turftalk.co.za. We will 
add them to our subscription list, and pick a winner 
from those who have sent us the required e-mails. 
Make sure they are not already subscribed, and that 
they won’t cancel after the prize is awarded. We will 
announce the winner at month-end, and deliver the 
wine to your home. The Crook In A Doek won’t stop 
us!  -tt. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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JOCKEY Denny Velasquez (left) and a typical horse buzzer (right). 

US jock faces long ban for gun and buzzer 
CANTERBURY Park (Minnesota, US) stewards have handed a one-year suspension to jockey Denny 
Velazquez after a buzzer and a loaded gun were found during a search of his vehicle on track  
property. 

The stewards also issued Velazquez a $10,000 
fine. 
 
The ruling came after a hearing during which the 
stewards presented nine exhibits and heard testi-
mony from Velazquez. 
 
Those penalties were the maximum available to the 
stewards by Minnesota statute. The stewards have 
referred the case on to the Minnesota Racing 

Commission, which has the authority to Issue a long-
er suspension and a larger fine. The stewards rec-
ommended the commission suspend Velazquez for 
five years and increase the fine to $50,000. 
 
The ruling stated the presence of the gun and the 
buzzer “call into question the honesty and integrity of 
horse racing and the safety, health and welfare of 
the participants and the general public at Canterbury 
Park.”   - Paulick Report. 

The biggest outsider on record in UK history 
HE Knows No Fear became the biggest-price winner since records began when scoring at 300-1 for 
trainer-owner Luke Comer and jockey Chris Hayes in the mile maiden at Leopardstown on Thursday 
afternoon.  

The previous biggest winning SP was 250-1 when 
Equinoctial scored over jumps at Kelso in 1990.  
 
The victory appeared no fluke either, with the three-
year-old colt making rapid late headway to score by 
a head from the 98-rated Agitare. 

Coral's PR manager John Hill said: “He 
Knows No Fear lived up to his name at 
Leopardstown, causing the biggest shock 
in the history of UK and Irish  
racing. 

“The previous record at Kelso came over jumps. 
This was on the Flat, which makes it even more 
surprising.  Results like this are what make sport so 

great as every now and then the underdogs come 
out on top." 

He Knows No Fear was making his second start 
after finishing 12/14 as an unconsidered 250-1 shot 
in a Limerick maiden last month. - Racing Post. 

HAVE No Fear. 
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Mr Amos and friends,1983 

A stunning photo taken at the retirement of the legendary jockey Stanley Amos in 1983, featuring, from left 
to right jockeys Peter Sieg (late), Karl Neisius, Dana Siegenberg, Hilton Davie, Mike Riley (late), Mr Amos 
(late), Errol Lang, Gary Verne (late) and Colin Randall (late). Lang submitted this on Facebook, on Charles 
Baker’s Vintage SA Horseracing page. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Not quite extinct just yet! 

ON Throwback Thursday, a Twitter poster noted: “Name 
one thing you don’t see on racecourses anymore”.   
We wonder how many of our readers recall the days when 
binoculars were as essential for a day at the races as the 
race programme, and they were often fondly decorated with 
old ‘Day Members’ badges. Yes, one will battle to find a 
pair outside of the commentary box these days, though 
Gauteng’s race caller Alistair Cohen says his pair is there to 
say: “I rely on mine, I use them for every race. There are a 
few callers who prefer calling off TV monitors, but I’d rather 
trust my own eyes. I don’t put them down before the 150m 
mark when all the runners are in clear view.” 

IT’s not often a horse gets a statue while still alive, but 
Frankel, of course, was no ordinary thoroughbred. Ten 
years ago today, Frankel made his winning debut as a 2-
year-old. The race was over 1 mile on soft ground. He was 
7/4 favourite and won by 1/2-length followed by Nathaniel, 
the sire of Enable. Frankel was undefeated, winning 14/14 
races. The statue was donated to  the National Horse Rac-
ing Museum at Newmarket by Frankel’s owner, Prince 
Khalid Abdullah, in memory of his trainer, Sir Henry Cecil. 

The meaning of ‘Living Legend’ 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl

