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British Horseracing adapts doping rules 

Pic by illustration. 

A number of changes have been made to the equine anti-doping rules in the UK, the British 
Horseracing Authority (BHA) has announced. These changes have been made following a  
comprehensive review of the sport’s anti-doping rules announced in 2018. 

Individual trainers and the National Trainers Feder-
ation were consulted, with additional input from 
both the UK and World Anti-Doping Agencies and 
sports bodies such as the FEI. Northridge LLP, a 
specialist sports law practice, also provided inde-
pendent legal advice on the rule changes. In  
summary, the changes, which will go into effect on 
Sept. 1, are as follows: 
 
- If a horse tests positive for a prohibited sub-
stance, in order to avoid a penalty, the responsible 
person must establish the precise source of the 
positive finding and that they had taken all  
reasonable precautions. 

-Cautions are available for lower level breaches 
 
-Suspended sanctions are available for breaches 
 
Tim Naylor, Director of Integrity and Regulation at 
the BHA, said, “The culmination of this project has 
followed consultation with the appropriate parties as 
well as legal advice in relation to the rule changes, 
and it is our hope that we now have a set of equine 
anti-doping rules which are clear both for those who 
enforce them and those who are bound by them. 
 
“We have to ensure that our rules in relation to anti-
doping are sufficiently robust, but also that    (to p2) 
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as much as is possible in such a technical area  
everyone bound by the rules understands what is 
required of them. Whilst in places the requirements 
upon the responsible person have been strength-
ened, there have also been changes to allow more 
appropriate penalties for lower and mid-level 
breaches of the rules. 
 
“We have communicated these changes now ahead 
of their implementation date next month to allow 
sufficient time for participants to ask any questions 
they may have prior to the rules taking effect.” 
 
In response to these new changes, the National 
Trainers Federation released the following state-
ment, which read in part: “Trainers have strict  
liability for the presence of prohibited substances in 
a horse’s system. In the light of Disciplinary Panel 
decisions since the cases that led to the BHA’s  
review, the NTF believes the existing equine anti-
doping rules provide sufficient encouragement for 
compliance. In that context, the outcome of the 
BHA’s review into penalties in these cases is a 
mixed bag for trainers. 
 

“The NTF is pleased that the BHA took on 
board the need to remove penalties where 
malicious administration could be proved. 
However, strict liability reverses the  
principle of “innocent until proved guilty” by 
putting the onus on the defendant to prove 
innocence – in this case by having to prove 
the precise source of the prohibited  
substance… 
 
“To mitigate the burden of strict liability, the BHA 
and NTF have agreed restructured penalties. It is 
right that the Disciplinary Panel should have the 
option of cautioning a trainer instead of imposing a 
financial penalty (as required by the current rules), 
for the least culpable breaches. 
 
“We disagree with the BHA about the minimum 
sanction of a suspended disqualification in addition 
to a financial penalty for the lowest level breach for 
substances prohibited at all times. If the Panel is 
satisfied the trainer had no knowledge of the sub-
stance’s administration and had taken reasonable 
precautions, a suspended disqualification is an  
unwarranted stain on the trainer’s reputation.” 
 
More information and the reasoning behind the 
changes is available here. The new rules and  
penalties can also be viewed by clicking forthcoming 
on the www.rules.britishhorseracing.com website. - 
-British Horseracing. 

It may be his turn, again! 

TRAINER Dean Kannemeyer will attempt to turn 
back the clock as It’s My Turn is among the entries 
for the Grade 3 Gold Cup at Hollywoodbets Greyville 
on Saturday 29 August. 

It’s My Turn, who has been allotted top weight 
of  60kg, won this race in 2018 but then had to sit 
out for almost two years due to injury. He ran a  
magnificent race in the Vodacom Durban July last 
month to finish fifth, beaten just 2.05 lengths by  
Belgarion. 

NOMINATIONS 

GOLD CUP (Grade 3)(Open) R400,000 over 
3200m 

20 IT’S MY TURN (D Kannemeyer) 60.0 
9 MIYABI GOLD (S J Snaith) 59.0 
1 EYES WIDE OPEN (G S Kotzen) 58.5 
17 HERO’S HONOUR (G M Alexander) 58.5 
12 MAGNIFICENT SEVEN (S J Snaith) 58.0 
22 MARCHINGONTOGETHER (G H Van Zyl) 57.5 
8 FACTOR FIFTY (D Nieuwenhuizen) 56.5 
19 DARK MOON RISING (P V Lafferty) 55.5 
10 HERODOTUS (G S Kotzen) 55.5 
11 IMPERIAL RUBY (C Spies) 55.0 
5 SUNSHINE SILK (G V Woodruff) 55.0 
15 PATHS OF VICTORY (G van Zyl (Jnr)) 54.5 
2 DHARMA (G V Woodruff) 54.0 
18 FLICHITY BY FARR (A Wright) 54.0 
3 SHENANIGANS (S G Tarry) 53.5 
7 WEALTHY (D R Drier) 53.5 
4 BEFORE NOON (S G Tarry) 52.0 
21 CLOUDS OF WITNESS (G I Rich) 52.0 
13 FAVOUR (D Kannemeyer) 52.0 
6 LORD SILVERIO (S G Tarry) 52.0 
14 MERLIN FROM BERLIN (N Kotzen) 52.0 
23 PAYBACKTHEMONEY (N Kotzen) 52.0 
16 SNOW PALACE (C Spies) 52.0 

CHAMPIONS CUP (Grade 1)(Horses at Weight-
For-Age) R425,000 1800m 
 
CIRILLO (S G Tarry) 60.0 
CROWN TOWERS (S J Snaith) 60.0 
DO IT AGAIN (S J Snaith) 60.0 
MAJESTIC MOZART (C Bass-Robinson) 60.0 
RAINBOW BRIDGE (A E Sands) 60.0 
SOVEREIGN SPIRIT (C Bass-Robinson) 60.0 
TRISTFUL (A J Rivalland) 60.0 
GOLDEN DUCAT (A E Sands) 59.0 
IKIGAI (S G Tarry) 59.0 
ROY’S RIVIERA (F Robinson) 57.5 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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The Dutchmen stick together and aim to win races! 

ANDRE van Schaik (left), Francois Jacobs and  trainer Jacques Strydom (right). 

AMSTERDAM-based Andre van Schaik, Turf Talk’s Reader Of The Month earlier this year, has  
re-registered his individual owner privileges with the National Horseracing Authority and has  
invested in 21 horses, most to race in Port Elizabeth. 

Andre, whose silks are orange (perhaps after the 
King Of Orange, yellow sleeves (the colour of 
cheese), and grey stars (the colour of the Holland 
sky), is now the Nominee of the ‘Money Talks’ syn-
dicate, owning half of 21 horses purchased private-
ly and at various sales, including the MGAS and 
Central Route Online Sale in July, and the BSA 
Online Sale in June. 
 
Purchases included Electromagnetic, Carbon  
Atom, Samara, Sweet Karma, Therecanbeonlyone, 
Matloob and Belfast Child.  
 
“Therecaneonlyone and Electromagnetic have run 
so far, the former earned R1,750 in fourth (that was 

a third of her purchase price of R5,000) and the latter 
finished a good fifth first time for us. 
 
“We’ve picked well, we have several runners formerly 
trained by Sean Tarry, they’re not quite good enough 
for Gauteng but I think we’ll win races with them,” said 
Van Schaik, who also likes to take on bookmakers 
with sometimes outrageous bets that have won him 
some good cash. 
 
“Jacques Strydom and I own most of them 50-50, we 
have three others coming from the Durban tracks 
soon, all with fair form. I am looking forward to seeing 
them run, we’re already having fun and it hasn’t cost 
us an arm and a leg!” - tt. 

Former trainer Labuschagne passes away 
FORMER Cape trainer Patrick Labuschagne passed away peacefully at the age of 71 at the Garden 
City Hospital in Mayfair West, Johannesburg on Monday evening after a lengthy illness. 

The Sporting Post reports that Labuschagne was a 
top-class horseman and charismatic personality 
from what for many of us feels like a bygone era. 
 
He his teeth in the Cape Hunt amateur ranks along-
side Barry Steenkamp and served as an assistant to 
Darryl Hodgson before taking the reins and training 
on his own account for many years. 
 
He is remembered for being a genuine rock ‘n roller 
and some remarkable training feats – the most nota-
ble of which is probably the sensational run by the 
Cape-based On Stage gelding Hainan Dao in the 2 
400m Gr2 Premier’s Gold Vase at Clairwood Park 
on 27 August 1994.  
 
A first emergency acceptor for the race, Hainan Dao 

secured a run a little more than 24 hours before the 
event after the late defection of Zimbabwean entry 
San Vito.  After a frantic float trip from Cape Town, 
Patrick and his charge arrived at Clairwood Park 
only a few hours before the race, and stormed to 
victory at 40-1 under the late Peter Dillon. 
 
Patrick left racing and proved a popular host as a 
proprietor for many years of a renowned watering 
hole called Buckleys in Table View, where racing 
folk and locals met for a beer and a game of pool. 
 
A Grandfather, father and family man, Patrick is 
survived by his wife Lorraine, his daughters Nata-
sha, Rene and Claudia, Sons-in-law Deon 
Sampson and Schalk Engelbrecht, Granddaughter 
Capri and Grandsons Shane and Schuydon.  - tt. 
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WHITE River (Trippi) has become a superstar in Mauritius. 

Drakenstein’s White River is King of the Island 
DRAKENSTEIN Stud’s champion sire Trippi enjoyed more feature race success last Saturday when 
his son White River captured Mauritius’ The IndianOil Barbe Cup at Champ De Mars. 

White River made it Mauritian win number six 
from seven starts when downing high-class  
rivals Alyaasaat and Table Bay to claim Satur-
day’s 1600m feature for jockey Derreck David 
and trainer Rameshwar Gujadhur. 

 
The gelding was winning the Barbe Cup for 
a second time, his other notable Mauritian 
wins including all of the 2019 Duchess Of 
York Cup, Maiden Cup and Duke Of York 
Cup. 
 
Out of the Giant’s Causeway mare Irish Torrent, 
White River had showed high-class form back in 
South Africa where he ran second in the 2017 
G1 Forus Cape Guineas. 
 
He is one of more than 150 stakes horses sired 
by Trippi, whose notable South African repre-
sentatives last season included G2 World Sports 
Betting Guineas hero Wild Coast and G3 Beau-
mont Stud Langerman victor Jet Dark. 
 
Trippi, whose Selangor Cup winning son Gold 
Standard will have his first yearlings on offer in 
2021, also ranks as the broodmare sire of  
exciting North American stallions Liam’s Map 
and Not This Time.—Cape Breeders. 

LETTERS FROM OUR READERS 

TARA Laing. 

WHAT ABOUT TARA AND DORRIE? 
 

TURF Talk, you left out two important individuals in 
your article on Lady Trainers (TT News, Tuesday 11 
August). Tara Laing and Dorrie Sham, without the op-
portunities of the others, are just as good and arguably 
more consistent!  Glaring omissions, in my opinion. 
 
-Martin, Walmer. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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HEMEL ’N Aarde Farm offers some spectacular views from the 
foot of the Babylon Mountain Range. That’s your host, David 
Hepburn-Brown, on the right. 

Hemel ’N Aarde offers more than top thoroughbreds 
BY now, we all know about Horizon, the son of Dynasty who has started his stud career and is the latest 
attraction at Hermanus’s Hemel ’N Aarde Stud. HNA owner David Hepburn-Brown will be sending us some 
photos of Horizon’s first foals this week. 
 
A reminder, however, that track legends Pocket Power and Marinaresco are also residents of the farm, 
and Hemel ’N Aarde offers superb self-catering accommodation for horse lovers who enjoy a weekend 
break. There is wine tasting in the area (open soon, the country hopes), and the beach is just 15m away.  
 
Or you can sip away at a sherry while enjoying the sunset and watching horses go by. Or bring your moun-
tain bikes and ride along the mountain trails. HNA offers very reasonable rates, you can go to Facebook to 
see more, or mail admin@nhastud.co.za 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/Hemel-n-Aarde-Stud-Accommodation-102980847850249/
mailto:admin@hnastud.co.za


10 

 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Ready for her career debut 

APPRENTICE O’Meara Rusiki, a student at the SA Jock-
eys Academy, will be making her career debut at Scotts-
ville on Sunday. Garth Puller has given this enthusiastic 
4kg claimer her first ride on Magari, who has a place 
chance on form. We don’t know much about O’Meara,  
SAJA has not released any information (no wonder there 
are media platforms in SA who believe there are no oppor-
tunities for black people in SA racing!) so she could be  
anywhere between 16 and 18 years old and, looking at the 
left photo, she was probably born in Zimbabwe. She also 
sports a ‘Stridefree’ T-shirt. This is an international  
saddlery brand which  may or may not be sponsoring her. 
We just don’t know. We could’ve picked up the phone to 
find out, but the point is: Articles like this should already be 
mainstream news and well publicised, with the pertinent 
info readily available. We’re not going to do SAJA’s work 
for them. Get with the programme, chaps. Best to this 
young girl with her first ride and her career. 

Good for goose, good for gelding 
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl

