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SA racing can celebrate contributions 
of its female trainers 

IT is appropriate that in women’s month this August, a member of the fairer sex is the success story 
in trainer ranks for the recently completed 2019/2020 season.  Ashley Fortune’s ninth-place finish 
on the national log is nothing short of remarkable when one considers that she did not feature in 
the top 30 for the 2018/2019 campaign, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

Formerly an assistant to Noelene Peech in  
Zimbabwe before joining Joey Ramsden’s yard,  
Fortune is following in the footsteps of some big-
name female trainers. In an early interview, she 
said: “Lady trainers have a great record in this coun-
try. I have read of the likes of Anne Upton, Jean 
Heming and Eileen Bestel. We have at least 15  
current fairer sex conditioners making a living in 
what is largely a man’s world.” 
 
No question that the big moment for Fortune’s Vaal-
based stable came on Met day at Kenilworth at the 
beginning of February when three-year-old Invidia 
won the R5m CTS Sprint. The horse was ridden by 
Aldo Domeyer, son of former champion jockey  
Andrew Fortune, who married Ashley in September 
2016. 
 
At the time, this column described Andrew Fortune’s 
post-race celebration as “comparable to a footballer 
scoring a last-minute winner in an FA Cup Final at 
Wembley”. He had every reason to be excited — the 
first prize was R2,500,000. 
 
Other winners for the stable last season included 
Validus (at Scottsville in July), Winter Smoke (at 
Greyville in July), Red Ten, Captain Hindsight and 
Before The Dawn. The most recent winner was the 
Elusive Fort filly Encryption, who was tipped as the 
horse to beat and won at Turffontein last Saturday. 
 
Fortune has stated that “horses are my life and this 
is all I ever wanted to do since my school days”. No 
doubt the likes of the late Jean Heming would be 
proud that she has made the top 10 among trainers. 
 
Interestingly, the same six trainers who occupied the 
first six places in the final log in 2018/2019 filled the 
top six positions last term. The only change is that 
Brett Crawford moved from fourth to third place, 
Paul Peter from sixth to fifth and Alan Greeff went to 
sixth from fifth. 
 
The other notable achievement last season was that 
of Johan Janse van Vuuren who shot up from 16th 

ASHLEY Fortune with Dalai’s Promise. 

place in 2018/2019 to 10th position last term. He 
saddled 58 winners from 425 runners for stake 
earnings of more than R5.3m. That is far off Sean 
Tarry’s total of R17.1m, but Van Vuuren’s time with 
five-time champion Geoff Woodruff is now bearing 
fruit. 
 
Another Gauteng trainer who will look back on last 
season with pride is St John Gray. His  
Randjesfontein operation sent out 49 winners,  
moving him into 14th place in the national log from 
22nd in 2018/2019. 

(to page 2) 
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CANDICE Bass-Robinson, Candice Dawson and Alyson Wright. 

LADY TRAINERS (fm p1) 
 
Ronnie’s Candy provided Gray with a grade 1 win-
ner when winning the Empress Club Stakes in the 
hands of Piere Strydom, and a good number of his 
winners were bred at his own stud in KZN. 
 
Former top jockey Garth Puller, a lot more forthcom-
ing with the media as a trainer than in his riding 
days, enjoyed a successful campaign and his 44 
winners moved him from 30th place in 2018/2019 to 
18th last term. 

Despite saddling 61 winners, Yvette Bremner, never 
afraid to raid Gauteng with her better horses, slipped 
from eighth place to 15th, yet she is another female 
trainer who can hold her head high. 
 
Activists for women’s rights would be proud that sev-
eral members of the fairer sex — including Candice 
Bass-Robinson, Fortune, Bremner, Candice Daw-
son, Wendy Whitehead and Alyson Wright — are 
making their voices heard in the sport of  
horseracing.  - from Business Day. 
 

Booom! War Of Athena! 

WAR Of Athena (S’Manga Khumalo) just 
blew her rivals away in a Graduation 
Plate over 1400m at Turffontein on Sun-
day, winning by 5.50-lengths despite drift-
ing across track and costing herself  
several lengths in the process. 
 
She also franked her third place in the 
Gr1 Allan Robertson Championship, a 
suspect formline following the winner 
Vernichey’s poor run in the KZN Million.  
 
“We’ll be looking at the Gr1 on Gold Cup 
Day for her (Thekwini Stakes), and it de-
pends on where she draws,” said in-form 
trainer Paul Matchett. 
 
“She’s by Act Of War, a son of Dynasty 
and it looks as if those Dynasty genes 
are coming through,” he added. “Well 
done to Mick Goss for breeding her.” 
 
Matchett also thanked owners Roy and 
Rose Wentzel for their support - he and 
Khumalo believe this one will bring them 
plenty more joy. “They deserve a good 
horse,” Matchett said. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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 Meet The Turf Talk Reader  
NAME 
ANIL SALICK 
 

OCCUPATION:  
Business Owner, Strategy Facilitator and Consult-
ant @ Synergistic Outcomes cc., Durban. 

Why I Read Turf Talk: 
 
It is an excellent racing newsletter that covers a 
broad range of racing themes from racehorses, 
prospects, stallions, breeding, jockeys, racing 
personalities, interesting adverts, trivia and 
some light-hearted humour – including the  
tipping  (which can improve… tease!) 
  
My suggestions for SA Racing: 
 
My mind thinks observations, situational scans, 
and turnarounds. There are far smarter people 
who will have more creative solutions to the six 
points I make below:  
 
-The think-tank catalysts for the future of racing 
are likely to come from creativity and ideas 
from passionate people in the game observing 
external industry trends. Executive teams 
should support this. SA has outstanding racing 
people and minds possibly not harnessed syn-
ergistically, but rather territorially, in the past.   
 
-Racing has many stakeholders who feel that 
their interests should be placed above another 
– from the owner, operator, punter, breeder, 
jockey, groom, bookmaker etc. Arguably, the 
racehorse remains the central attraction, allure, 
and commonality of the game.  
 
-There needs to be shift from a “scarcity, elitist 
mentality” to an “abundance, open and sharing 
mentality”. This means sharing information, 
teaching, profiting, and giving opportunity to 
those not part of “in-group” industry cliques.    
 
-There is a good shift from “old media” to “new 
media” in racing. Social media platforms like 
Turf Talk, Clocking the Gallop, Winning Ways 
and more playing an important role shifting per-
ceptions and creating excitement. Tellytrack 
should consider new exciting technologies, 
content and value to satisfy viewership.  
 
-Horseracing is about entertainment, hospitali-
ty, and customer experience. That is what 
keeps patrons loyal and coming back. We can’t 
take customers for granted. 
 
-Syndication and affordability for new owners 
should be a performance indicator for a desig-
nated executive manager. The horseracing op-
erator could consider revisiting subsidising new 
black owner entrants into the game. Transfor-
mation has long been a tiresome topic. We 
need more of these caring initiatives.  - tt. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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LION’s Head, facile Maiden win at Greyville (Candiese Lenferna). 

Lion’s Head provided memories of Dynasty 
THE fluency with which Lion’s Head won his Maiden over 1400m on turf at Greyville last Sunday re-
minded many racing fans of the way his famous sire won his races. Dynasty broke his own Maiden 
just over 18 years ago at the same track, and with similar ease. 

The only way to compare the two at this point will 
be in the manner of their Maiden victories and the  
Fieldspring Racing silks, but trainer Dean Kanne-
meyer seems to think that Lion’s Head is the type of 
horse who can race his way into classic contention 
later this season. 
 
Kannemeyer said: “I’ve nominated him for the Gr1 
race on Gold Cup day, I’ll discuss that with the own-
ers still, but I said in my report to them that Lion’s 
Head will come into his own when he matures in 
Cape Town. He is a lovely horse with lots of scope.” 

Jockey Keagan De Melo commented: “Lion’s Head 
was a bit rushed on the Poly last time but did  
everything right today. He played up at the start last 
time, but thanks to the starter, who helped us today. 
He broke well and was always in a winning position. 
He’s full of ability and was far superior today.” 
 
Lion’s Head is owned in partnership by Gaynor  
Rupert, who bred him from the mare Se Agabor 
(Trippi) at her Drakenstein Stud, Karen and her 
daughter Sam Newsome of Fieldspring Racing, and 
Marsh Shirtliff.  - tt. 

http:/www.vascos.co.za
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Gosden explains Enable’s road to the ‘Arc’ 
ENABLE will miss York's Ebor meeting and a clash with fellow Oaks winner Love in the Group 1 
Darley Yorkshire Oaks next week, to give her the best chance of winning a historic third Prix de 
l'Arc de Triomphe, John Gosden said. 

The two-time Arc winner, who was also short in the 
betting for the Juddmonte International at York, has 
taken in the Yorkshire Oaks as her final run before 
two of the last three Arcs - but owner Khalid Abdul-
lah's racing manager Teddy Grimthorpe revealed 
on Monday she will instead prepare for Longchamp 
by tackling Kempton's Group 3 September Stakes 
on the Polytrack on September 5. 
 

Explaining the decision, Gosden said: "The 
Eclipse, three weeks before the King 
George, was perfect timing as a prep race. 
The Yorkshire Oaks at over six weeks be-
fore the Arc does not suit nearly so well as 
the September Stakes. 
 
"We have successfully used this before as a prep 
race in 2018. We did not wish to travel to Long-
champ three weeks before the Arc for the traditional 
French trials and we only wished to run her once 
before the Arc. 
 
"The attempt to win a third Arc is the only reason 
she stayed in training this year, hence this plan." 
 
The Arc is 29 days after the September Stakes and 

45 after the Yorkshire Oaks.  
 
Enable racked up a record third win in the Group 1 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes at 
Ascot last month after which a return to the 
Knavesmire, where she could have made more 
history by becoming the first three-time winner of 
the Yorkshire Oaks, was earmarked.  
 
However, owner Abdullah, who sponsors the high-
light of the York meeting under his Juddmonte ban-
ner, had a change of heart. Grimthorpe said: 
"Prince Khalid has decided that Enable's next start 
will be the September Stakes at Kempton on Sep-
tember 5." 

Explaining the decision, he added: "There's lots of 
reasons. We're looking at the Arc as the main ob-
jective and she's six years old now, we know she 
loves the Knavesmire but she's done well from the 
September Stakes as well and we thought that 
would be a way of getting her to the Arc in the best 
possible shape." 
 
The daughter of Nathaniel looked in good order 
when cantering on Warren Hill on Monday morning 
under the watchful eye of Gosden.  - Racing Post. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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RIP Bob Mabena 
RADIO legend Kgomotso “Bob” Mabena, a friend of racing who was one of the celebrities at last year’s 
Charity Mile (front, middle, thumbs up), passed away suddenly of a heart attack on Monday, aged 51.  
Mabena was known for his smooth delivery of thoughts and music in a career that spanned back to his 
late teens. He worked on every major radio station in South Africa including 94.7, 5fm and Metro FM, 
where he hosted the Morning Show for many years. Bob was admitted to hospital last Saturday and was 
discharged on Monday. On his way home he suffered chest pains and returned to hospital, where he died 
of a heart attack. At the time of his death, Bob was  Head Of Programming at MSG Africa and hosted the 
breakfast show on Power FM. Tributes have come in from far and wide, including from the State  
President, Cyril Ramaphosa.  “Bob had the ability to converse with an entertain all types of people,” said 
the Presidency in a statement. -  tt. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

No more In-The-Box thinking 

THERE’s something basic about good advertising, and 
Fired-Up Media got it right with this advert produced for 
Gold Circle, for the Gold Cup. If it gets your attention, 
makes you look twice, it’s good. Simple. We’re in the days 
of out-of-the-box thinking, which starts with moving away 
from the tried-and-tested, ’cause those have been tried too 
much and no longer pass the tests! The pic, incidentally, is 
of Belgarion, snapped by Candiese Lenferna shortly after 
his arrival at Summerveld this season. Note: Our praise 
applies to print and electronic media advertising, not to 
races themselves. The messing with KZN’S racing format, 
including the year’s Durban July, was throwing the box 
away altogether. Then again, in that old games show, ‘The  
Money Or The Box’, most contestants took the cash! 

Is Kathryn Ralphs MIA? 

LAST seen hugging her horse D’Arrivee at CK Racing Sta-
bles, Kathryn Ralphs has not communicated with us in a 
while. She owes us an editorial column, but we’re scared to 
mail and ask in case we fall victim to one of her sharp re-
torts. So, please, if someone sees her, tell her to kindly 
write something and send it to us! By reader demands. 
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