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JOCKEY Piere Strydom has said that this will probably be his last season so, certain to want to go 
out on a high, it may pay to support the former champion in coming months, writes DAVID  
MOLLETT. 

Strydom, 54, has enjoyed an outstanding career and 
rode his 5,000th winner at Kenilworth in November 
2014. 
 
It is fair to say “Striker”, as he is affectionately 
known in racing circles, took his foot off the gas last 
season, riding in only 356 races and posting 38 win-
ners. 

 
But in recent weeks Strydom has made visits to 
the No 1 box and the trend could continue at 
Turffontein on Saturday. With Lyle Hewitson 
and Muzi Yeni opting to stay in KZN in August, 
there are more rides available in Gauteng. 
 
One of Strydom’s best mounts at the city track 
should be Smoke, who represents the stable of Brett 
Warren in the ninth race. The son Of Querari is light-

ly raced for a six year-old, but he has shown flashes 
of competitive form and caught the eye running on 
under Strydom in a race won by Lone Survivor last 
Sunday. 
 
That Strydom sticks with this one is an indication 
that he’s expecting further improvement and he 
should be able to overcome his wide draw on the 
standside track. 
 
After the scratching off Miss Elegance, Strydom’s 
other ride with a decent chance is Romeo Francis’ 
Soul Of Wit, who lines up in Race 8. Striker sat on 
her last time too, they got second to Sheer Talent, 
and over 1400m could play a role being 3kg better of 
with Mamaquera, who conquered her when they met 
in July and is strongly fancied on the betting boards 
again, this time. 

(to page 2) 

PIERE Strydom, always worth following, even in this late stage of his career. 

Striker could ride a Double at long odds 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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FOLLOW STRIKER (fm p1) 
 
Ashley Fortune’s Encryption, who had excuses 
last time, is probably the one to beat with a good 
claimer on board, and she will jump from the gate 
right next to Strydom’s mount. 
 
The Win double with Soul Of Wit into Smoke 
works out to around 53-1 with GG Gaming, and 
even a Place double at 4-1 makes appeal—the 
Place bet is an investment often ignored by punt-
ers, but they invariably yield good dividends when 
combined in all-to-come bets. 
 
Strydom teams up with Lucky Houdalakis’ inmate 
Littlewood in the fifth race where her rivals include 
Curvation, Illuminate and The Sash. To be honest, 
the Fort Wood mare is not one to risk the rent on 
in these difficult times, but the six-year-old war-
rants inclusion in exotic perms. 
 

One of the best races on the card should be 
the third, in which the majority of the nine run-
ners can be given a chance. At his opening 
price of 7-1, Shah Akbar appeals as a good 
each-way wager as this R1.3m son of Querari 
caught the eye when fifth on his debut in 
June. 
 
Euro Cent did well on his first outing, finishing third 
behind Dogliotti. Add easy maiden winner Swin-
don’s Pride into the mix and you’ve got an intri-
guing three-year-old contest. 
 
Candice Dawson has her team in good order — 
she saddled two winners at Greyville on July day 
— and she will be expecting Master Supreme to 
notch his third win in the first leg of the Pick 6. 
 
The four-year-old returns to calmer waters after 
running unplaced in the SA Derby and should go 
close in the hands of Callan Murray, who will be 
riding  the gelding for the first time. 
 
Western Fort, fourth in the SA Derby, is back from 
KZN where he failed to place in two feature races. 
This colt rates the main threat to Dawson’s runner.  
- Business Day. 

Don’t flip us a bird! 

JOIN 
US ON  
TWITTER 
 

@turftalk1 

MOLLLY’s TURFFONTEN SELECTIONS 

1st Race: (11) Lass Going West (9) Flying First Class 
(2) Ululate (1) Liverpool Legend 

2nd Race: (10) Syds Liaison (12) Trumps Express (8) 
Summerdale (1) Elusive Swann 

3rd Race: (9) Shah Akbar (7) Euro Cent (3) Swin-
don’s Pride (4) Red Ten 

4th Race: (3) Master Supreme (1) Western Fort (2) 
Finchatton (5) Shogun 

5th Race: (5) Curvation (2) Littlewood (1) Illuminate 
(10) The Sash 

6th Race: (2) Dromedaris (1) American Indian (4) Top 
Shot (3) Secret Potion 

7th Race: (2) Miss Elegance (1) War Of Athena (3) 
Elusive Woman (4) Fantasy Flower 

8th Race: (5) Encryption (10) Mamaquera (4) Co-
maneci (9) Soul Of Wit 

9th Race: (3) Smoke (10) Kurt’s Approval (2) Catego-
ry Four (11) Western Oasis 

Greyville Selections for Sunday 
 

ANDREW HARRISON 
 
RACE 1 6 SWEETSCENTEDGREEN   3 CELTIC VI-
SION   13 LAVU LAVU   12 IRISH BELLE 
 
RACE 2 3 COPPER MOUNTAIN   4 BERNIE’S 
DREAM   11 LORD CARO   9 TICKET TO CAIRO 
 
RACE 3 6 MAGICAL FLIGHT   1 MY LADY   3 LEG-
END HAS IT   2 DESTINY 
 
RACE 4 3 LION’S HEAD   1 CHAPTER AND VERSE   
5 IBUTHO   9 A THOUSAND TUNES 
 
RACE 5 1 DUTCH ALLEY   3 NEWS STREAM   4 
ARIZONA SILK   2 KAROO LARK 
 
RACE 6 1 DIAMONDSANDPEARLS   10 PERFECT 
AIR   7 CONNECT ME   6 RILLE 
 
RACE 7 2 DIVINE HUGH   11 STORM RULER   9 
EVERDENE   5 PROUD RULER 
 
RACE 8 2 KENNETH MACARTHUR   9 ALL TIME 
HIGH   3 SONJADOR   10 FLYING PEKAN 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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JONATHAN Horowitz married his bride Ashley in a horse barn this week, and the mare Sorority Girl wanted 
in on the act. Jonathan’s an equestrian announcer from the University of Denver, Colorado and he said: 
“Everyone knows that weddings are about the bride. Except chestnut mares. They think it's about them. 
They think everything is about them. This is Sorority Girl. I announced her. Both Ashley and I have evented 
with her. It was special to have her at our wedding.  

A special wedding guest 

WOW, plenty of kissing in today’s edition. We 
wonder if Ashleigh Hughes, the NHA’s tweeting 
clerk and keeper of moral codes, will have  
anything to say about us again?  This photo 
shows jockey Diego De Gouveia receiving con-
grats in such a nice setting from his girlfriend 
Jamie-Lee Oliveira. No wedding bells yet, it’s his 
birthday today. Happy happy! 

BLUE Moon City, enjoyed good luck in a poor field. 

Stipes looked into shock win  

FOLLOWING an easy win by Blue Moon City (beaten a 
combined 61 lengths in three previous starts) at the 
Vaal yesterday, the Stipendiary Stewards reported that 
this gelding was selected for the taking of specimens 
for analysis. Assistant Trainer A Peter, acting on behalf 
of trainer P A Peter, was questioned regarding the im-
proved performance. He explained that Blue Moon City 
had over-raced and compounded in his first two starts, 
the trainer then subsequently opted for different tactics 
in  his last race and *today’s race by dropping this geld-
ing out and having it to run on strongly. Assistant  
Trainer A Peter also highlighted that in his opinion, he 
thought this was a particularly weak field. These two 
factors attributed to an improved performance.  - tt. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Horizon, at Hemel ’N Aarde Stud. 

Bass says Dynasty stallion has good stud potential 

Bred by Maine Chance Farms, the bay set a then 
new record for a thoroughbred sold in South Africa 
when fetching R5.2 million at the 2015 Cape Premier 
Yearling Sale when selling under the name of  
Shining Knight. 
 
Rated among the best of his generation at three, 
when he won the G3 Cartier Politician Stakes and 
ran third in the G1 Daily News 2000 for the Bass 
stable,  Horizon is a half-brother to seven winners 
(and three black-type horses), including G2 KRA 
Fillies Guineas winner Santa Clara. 
 
Horizon is a son of four times Equus Outstanding 
Stallion Dynasty and his dam Shina (a daughter of 
champion German sire Lomitas) is an own sister to 
triple Gr1 winner and multiple champion sire Silvano. 
 
While his terrific pedigree alone will go a long way to 
securing mares for him at stud, Bass said that his 
race record would have included a Gr1 win if he’d 
stayed in training. 
 
“Horizon was a top yearling, a beautiful horse that 
Candice, my son Mark and I just loved at the Cape 
Premier Sale and he was worth the money paid for 
him.  

“As a racehorse, he was Gr1 material and he almost 
got his big win in the 2017 Durban July when he 
flew up to run sixth, beaten just over half a length by 
Marinaresco. He was unlucky that day, he was bad-
ly drawn and suffered interference, could’ve won it. 
 
“He had a knee chip problem and that prevented 
him from realising his potential as a racehorse. His 
training programme was often interrupted so we 
couldn’t always get him to his peak. But for that, he 
had everything needed to win the major races.” 
 
Bass added: “When one has a horse like this who is 
very talented but has problems, they are often geld-
ed. I must say, however, that with Horizon this never 
crossed my mind. He always had an outstanding 
quality about him, even at an early stage I knew that 
he was going to be a stallion. He can make it; he 
deserves good mares.” 
 
Horizon has already covered Gr1 Woolavington-
placed Arabian Pearl (Al Mufti); Gr 3 winner Sensi-
ble Lover (Good Journey), Millie’s Fan (Fanatic 
Dane), a half-sister to Sweet Virginia, the dam of Do 
It Again; Gorgeous Al (Captain Al), who has already 
produced a Gr1-placed runners, and several others 
for a good career kickstart.  - tt. 

RETIRED master trainer Mike Bass believes Hemel ’N Aarde’s new stallion Horizon has the  
potential to have a very successful career at stud. 
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
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Head-to-head in stallion race 

GALLOPING into the weekend with two of Drakenstein Stud’s young sires, Lancaster Bomber (War Front 
ex Sun Shower) and One World (Captain Al ex Aquilonia). Maybe this will be a prophetic photo. Where will 
they be on the stallion’s log four, five years down the line? One-two maybe? Drakenstein will be hoping for 
that, and for Futura to be in the Trifecta too! 

http://www.drakensteinstud.com/
http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Horses make everything better, including political cartoons 
 
SOUTH African illustrator and political cartoonist Carlos Amato uses horses in some of his excellent works, 
like the one above for which no explanation is necessary. You can see more of his work in the Mail & 
Guardian, or go to his website, www.carlosamato.work.  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.carlosamato.work.
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Mo’ time off for ‘my time’ 

SHEIKH Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, ruler of  
Dubai and head of the Godolphin racing operation, has 
more time on is hands these days with one less wife to 
entertain. Here he is, riding around his impressive domain 
on a bicycle. He and his entourage stopped over at various 
landmarks for photos. 

Late winter weekend reading? 

AN interesting title available on amazon.com and recom-
mended by the algorithm of the world’s Number One com-
pany among a variety of titles for those who often buy 
horse books. Perhaps not right up there with Seabiscuit, 
but with a log fire, a soft rug and some wine, who knows, it 
could be a warm read? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
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