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SEAN Tarry and Chris van Niekerk, at the top, again.  

SA Racing crowns its Champions of 2019/20 
THERE won’t be a glittering awards function for them this year - Covid-19 hype has seen to that - but 
South African racing’s champions for the 2019/20 season have been crowned and their  
achievements were remarkable, all the same. 

Sean Tarry retained the National Trainers Cham-
pionship, winning it for a fifth time. He saddled 120 
winners and his runners recorded stake earnings 
of R14,535,985, roughly R3-million clear of Justin 
Snaith and a further million back to Mike de Kock. 
 
Alan Greeff, who dominated Port Elizabeth racing, 
saddled 169 winners for a 19,1% strike rate, the 
highest in the land. 
 
Tarry told Turf Talk: “Winning a championship is 
good, two is better but for me five is really a mile-
stone in my career. I think it takes some doing and 
I have my loyal owners and my staff to thank for it, 
Chris van Niekerk in particular. He hasn’t wavered 
throughout this tough year.” 

Van Niekerk held on to win his second successive 
National Owners title by just over R100,000 from  
Mario Ferreira, with St John Gray in third. 
 
Tarry said that, barring the departure of Monique 
Mansour to Australia, his team remained the same, 
with assistants Shylock Mtwesi and Andries Nzongo 
still at his right hand.  “I have replaced Monique with 
Evan Lerena, who has proven to be very capable.” 
 
Tarry clinched this season’s title without the firepower 
of the last several seasons and he said: “Maybe we 
weren’t quite as strong as in recent years but we still 
had Celtic Sea, who enjoyed another wonderful year 
and I’m hoping she can stay in training one more sea-
son. We also had good seasons for the likes  (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/


2 

 

WARREN Kennedy (left), Luke  
Ferraris and John Koster,  

other champions of 2019/20. 

SA’s CHAMPIONS FOR 2019/20 (fm p1) 
 
of Ikigai, Shango, Cirillo, Caralluma and Golden 
Belle, who will all be there next season. We have 
some nice young colts, too, I’ve had to geld a few 
who haven’t made the required early progress but 
they will improve, we’ll be competitive again in the 
new season. Chris bought three at last week’s  
National Yearling Sale, I also got a nice Silvano 
colt from Antony Beck and Andreas Jacobs, and 
bought two myself which I will be syndicating to the 
right owners.” 
 
Tarry will celebrate his 52

nd
 birthday tomorrow. 

 
Tireless worker Warren Kennedy lifted his first Na-
tional Jockeys Title with 209 winners from 1165 
rides for an excellent strike rate of 17.9% - Anton 
Marcus still holds his own there with a 24.2% strike 
rate last season. Greg Cheyne was second with 
147 winners and Keagan De Melo enjoyed a top 
term in third with 101 winners. 
 
Kennedy, in a conversation with Michele Wing of 
Racing News Social TV, commented: “At the begin-
ning of the season I decided I wanted the title and I 
announced it, I put it out there. I received amazing 
support, including from my home stable, Gavin van 
Zyl, who has played a big part in my career. 
 
“Gavin has been amazing, also allowing me to  
travel up and down from Durban to Gauteng. I rode 
a lot of winners upcountry but I made it a priority to 
sleep at home in Durban every night, to say good 
night to our new-born baby, the other wonderful 
highlight of my year.” 
 
Kennedy said his only aim in 2020/21 was to retain 
his title. “I’m not taking a break, I want to hit the 
ground running!” 

 
One rival Kennedy will have to contend with is 18-
year-old Luke Ferraris, who won his second Cham-
pion Apprentice award with 81 winners, ahead of 
Dennis Schwarz’ 45. Ferraris has set his sights on 
a third, as he only comes out of his time in the lat-

ter part of next year. 
 

Ferraris said: “I want to win the apprentice’s title 
again but I will be going for the National Title too. 
I believe I can do it, I have the support from 
trainers and I’m confident.” 
 
It will be interesting to see how travelling, or in fact 
non-travelling during Covid-19, will affect the champi-
onship in the new season, as jockeys are still regard-
ed as non-essentials who can only travel to another 
centre once a month with special permission from 
Nkosi Dla-Vee-Ni Moodley19 of the R7-milion-a-
month-in-overheads National Horseracing Authority. 
 
Kennedy and Ferraris will be asking, ‘Would a desire 
to win the National Title qualify for a permitted second 
move every month?’ 
 
Joe Gwingwizha, with 12 winners and a 31% strike 
rate, won his second National Work Riders Title,  
edging out Thsepiso Matsoele, who rode 10 winners. 
 
John Koster’s Klawervlei Stud, who relinquished the 
National Breeders Title to Wilgerbosdrift/
Mauritzfontein last season, regained the honours with 
152 winners and R20,038-million in stakes earned by 
their graduates, some R800,000 clear of last year’s 
champions. 
 
Koster said: “Last year, when Mary and Jessica won 
the title, I thought we’d be hard pressed to win it 
again, because they are great breeders, a truly  
formidable outfit. So we are very happy to be at the 
top again. 
 
“Our main earner was One World, whose SunMet win 
helped a lot and made him South Africa’s top-earning 
horse of the year, and our runners also took 959 plac-
es, in several black-type contests, which is a testimo-
ny to the consistency of Klawervlei-breds. 
 
“For next season, we all await good news from the 
top. I am always positive, we have no other choice. 
We have a good team steering the ship, and Adrian 
Todd and SAEHP is close to pulling  the      (to p4) 
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exports through for us. Let’s al hope for the best in 
2020/21.” 
 
Koster said he was very impressed by Captain Of 
All in 2019/21, he produced 38 winners and is going 
from strength to strength, while Pomodoro is holding 
his own and William Longsword’s progeny will be 
making their debuts in the new season. “We have 
the stallions to be up there again,” he enthused. 

Among the stallions, the incredible Silvano bagged 
his fourth successive National title from the  
deceased Captain Al and Gimmethegreenlight. Cap-
tain Al will be challenging in the new season for 
champion broodmare sire, a title disputed over the 
last five seasons by the deceased Jet Master and 
Fort Wood, Jet Master winning it last season. 
 
Highest on the percentage winners to runners was 
Pathfork (48.2%) and Oratorio (47.7%), both sires 
who are making a mark on the industry.—tt. 

Silvano, the 24-
year-old superstar 
of South African 
sires. 

http://www.drakensteinstud.com/
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DAZZLING Sun posted a most impressive win at Durbanville. (Wayne Marks). 

Dazzling Sun’s first win promises more 
IT won’t make sense to predict stardom for a filly who wins a weak Maiden Plate a Durbanville by 
under two lengths, but Dazzling Sun (9-20) could've won by 10 lengths or more if asked to do so, on 
Tuesday. On that, she has a future. 

The daughter Of Camelot needed the experience 
when she was all the rage on her 1200m debut at 
Kenilworth last month, finishing a good second, but 
made amends in good style over 1400m, beating 
Miss Marilyn by 1.75-lengths. 
 
Jockey Grant van Niekerk had the race in the bag 
with 200m to go, when she was already five lengths 
clear under an easy ride and he was looking over 
his shoulder for possible opposition. With nothing 
near, he eased her down fully going into the last 
75m. 
 
Trainer Justin Snaith commented: “Dazzling Sun 
has impressed me from the moment we put a  
saddle on her. She is beautifully put together with 
extreme athleticism.    
 
“I feel she is a black type filly and the question is at 
what level. She is one to follow!” 
 
Dazzling Sun is owned by Michael De Broglio, who 
is based in the United States these days. She was a  
R1,6-million purchase for John Freeman at the CTS 

Cape Premier Yearling Sale in 2019. “I loved her at 
the sale and had an open mandate,” said Freeman. 
 
Dazzling Sun’s dam, Egyptian Sky (Fastnet Rock) 
has subsequently been exported back to Ireland and 
she has again been covered by Camelot. Klawervlei 
Stud’s John Koster, who imported the mare to South 
Africa in foal to Camelot in 2017, said: “Egyptian 
Sky’s next foal was by Dynasty, he sold for 
R750,000 at the Premier Sale earlier this year and 
has gone to Brett Crawford. Egyptian Sky was sold 
to an Irish interest at the CTS Mare sale in 2019 and 
has returned to Ireland.”  - tt. 

MAURITIAN 
BUYERS 

 
For Maidens, three-
year-olds and 1 and 
2-time winners from 

South Africa 
ENQUIRE via 

editor@turftalk.co.za 
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Smart Call’s colt - 
just a few hours old! 

BORN at Mauritzfontein Stud today, at about 
13:30, was a bay colt by Kingman (Invincible 
Spirit) from  the 2016 J&B Met winner Smart 
Call. 
 
Smart Call won the 2018 Hoppings’ Fillies 
Stakes (Gr 3) in the UK before retiring from 
racing. Her first foal was a filly by Kingman 
born in the UK but since imported and soon to 
be playing with her younger full-brother at the 
Kimberley farm. She is pictured below, with 
Steven Jell.  - tt. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Harvey won by a long horn 

HARVEY Wallbanger, the world’s only ever Racing Buffalo, 
enjoyed great success in America, Canada and Mexico. 
He won 79 races from 93 starts against competitors of the 
quarter horse, thoroughbred and harness variety. He was 
well-known for popping out of the gate quickly as well as his 
tenacity at the finish of the sprint. Harvey's best year was in 
1990, when he ran in 20 races and earned $108,000. His 
owner Colin “TC” Thorstenson had made a name for him-
self by entertaining crowds across the nation with his 
trained buffalo. Harvey was literally the whole pack-
age: Weighing in at over a ton, he was just a racing freak of 
nature. As TC himself said, "He's a ton of fun and he thinks 
he's a horse." TC started training small animals as a  
youngster and produced some very positive results. He 
eventually worked his way up the food chain and graduated 
to training buffalo. He had several around that he was close 
with, and his hobby somehow escalated into owning a small 
herd. In 1980, that herd was attacked by poachers, leaving 
a 3-year-old bison calf orphaned. TC bottle-fed the calf and 
sheltered it in his car and, eventually, it followed him around 
like he was its mother. "I named him Harvey Wallbanger  
because he was always banging his body against the wall 
in the stall," said owner-trainer-jockey, TC.  

They’ve always been competitive 
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