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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Tuesday, 4 August 2020 

HORSES love routine feeding and exercise.  (Candiese Lenferna). 

Racing during Covid-19 curbs horse abuse 
THEY NEED TO TICK OVER AND STAY ACTIVE ALL THE TIME 

ONE of Victoria's leading veterinarians claims the State Government decision to allow thorough-
bred racing to continue in pandemic-struck Victoria has averted potential animal welfare concerns. 

In making the announcement on Monday, Victorian 
Premier Daniel Andrews said animal welfare played 
a key part in his Government's decision to allow  
racing to continue despite the introduction of Stage 
4 restrictions and long-time veterinarian Glenn  
Robertson-Smith told Racing.com on Tuesday that 
he fully agreed with the rationale. 
 
He said a shutdown of racing would have had major 
ramifications for horses in training and not simply 
because there are not enough safe agistment  
paddocks to house them all. 
 
"Shutting it down creates more problems than not 
shutting it down from both an animal welfare view-
point and logistic viewpoint," Robertson-Smith said. 

"In this day and age where animal welfare is the 
single most important aspect of horse racing, where 
it wasn't 20 years ago, it means that we need to 
carefully consider what happens to the horses. 
 
"You can't shut them down and lock them in a box 
nor can you shut them down and put them in a pad-
dock where they are not safe. 
 
"If you look at a training facility like Cranbourne with 
about 800 horses and it shuts down, where do 
those 800 horses go? You can't just keep them just 
locked up in a box. 
 
"They are finely tuned animals and full of beans and 
you can't just switch them on and switch      (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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RACEHORSES NEED TO RACE! (fm p1) 
 
them off. 
 
"There is a logistical problem stopping them and 
having them spell, so if that is not feasible because 
of limited accommodation and other complications, 
then the next step is to keep them ticking over, 
which they are probably better doing from a welfare 
point of view anyway. 
 
"But, of course, if you shut down racing but main-
tain training, you've got all the costs associated with 
training with no opportunity to offset them against 
some stakes money." 
 
Robertson-Smith said a prolonged halt to the exer-
cise routine of young racehorses could create a 
series of problems down the track. 
 
"They are built to be exercising, particularly young 
horses," he said. 
 

"You want a balance between skeletal  
development and body development so if 
you don't have any exercise, there is a 
chance their body size gets away from 
them and their bones are unable to cope 
with it. 
 
"So, I think it is reasonable to draw the analogy that 
they are better off ticking over in work than spelling. 
 
"They need to have a tapered preparation and 
when you tip them out and spell them, they need to 
go off the feed for a couple of days. You just can't 
put them in a paddock straight away. It just doesn't 
work. 
 
"There are inherent risks with taking a horse in full 
work and putting it in a paddock. Is it going to run 
around and injure itself in the paddock? 
 
"You can't just put a racehorse out of work and put 
them in a wire paddock. They have got to go into a 
proper horse-safe facility with post and rail with 
those sorts of considerations. 
 
"Also, they don't always eat as well when they go 
out of work. A lot of horses like being in a stable 
environment and like the routine of exercise and 
feeding. 
 
"All stables, I suspect, would be exercising horses 
twice a day. They go and work on the track in the 
morning and treadmill or walk in the afternoon." 
 
Robertson-Smith said the racing industry was 

geared towards being able to manage the require-
ments around warding off the virus. 
 
"It is not hard to maintain social distancing with one 
person per horse and one person legging up a jock-
ey from behind," he said. 
 
"By handling horses, you are not contravening social 
distancing readily. You can maintain your social dis-
tance. 
 
"Even here at the track at Cranbourne, we're scop-
ing horses and doing other things and you just get 
the strapper to stand back towards the girth and you 
work on the other side of the horse. 
 
"Social distancing, everyone is taking that seriously 
as it is one of the most important things for prevent-
ing the spread of the virus."  - racing.com 

“I was worried about this year’s sale, but what a team 
effort it was. Thank you to BSA, our fellow vendors, 
grooms, veterinarians and everyone else who made 

a good National Sale possible. I am thankful, and 
humbled. Best wishes and thanks from all of us at 
Avontuur Stud, and a special thanks to clients who 

bought from us!”  - Pippa Mickleburgh. 
 

AVONTUUR STUD: TOP 5 VENDOR  
13 SOLD @ R363,923 PER YEARLING. 

Thank you! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Avison Carlisle had a passion for SA Jockeys Academy 

TRIBUTES poured in for Avison Carlisle, one of KZN’s most passionate horseracing men and  
long-time chairman of the board of the South African Jockeys Academy (SAJA), after he had passed 
away Saturday the 1 August 2020, writes DAVID THISELTON. 

He and his wife Mary are testimony to the enjoy-
ment that can be derived from owning, breeding 
and watching thoroughbreds and Avison cared so 
deeply for the health of the industry that he became 
involved beyond the call of duty.  
 
Avison was also a compassionate man and the 
family adopted a street child named Ronald Khu-
malo. This soon looked to be another fairytale story 
as Ronald was not only accepted into SAJA but 
became the first of his year to make it to track and 
the first to race ride. However, with a bright future 
beckoning Ronald’s attitude changed for the worse 
and the Carlisle family’s sadness was later com-
pounded when he passed away at a young age.  
 
Avison’s connection to SAJA had started with 
Ronald and in 2009 he was voted in as Chairman 
of the Academy Board. He vowed to stamp out the 
conceited attitude which had crept into the Acade-
my students and which had led to Ronald’s decline 
in fortunes 
 
Mary confirmed SAJA became Avison’s passion 
and he poured a tremendous amount of energy and 
love into this world renowned institution. He en-
joyed a fine working relationship with headmaster 
Graeme Bailey and was still the Chairman upon his 
passing. 
 
Avison also attempted at one stage to start an or-
ganisation which would represent the collective 
wishes of KZN owners, trainers and breeders, but 
after a year of effort it did not get off the ground. 

AVISON Carlisle. (Sah-racing.com). 

KZN racing will miss Avison’s presence but he 
leaves behind a legacy in many areas of the sport. 

A celebration of the life of Avison Carlisle will have 
to be delayed due to COVID-19 but he has left many 
good memories for Mary and their children Keyan. 
Kristy, Duncan and Tan and for the eight grandchil-
dren he doted on. -  Gold Circle. 

http://www.drakensteinstud.com/
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
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“Our sincere thanks to the buyers who supported our draft at 
the 2020 National Yearling Sale, we turned over R1,67-
million and sold eight of our nine foals catalogued. We  

averaged R208,750 per yearling in a tough market, thanks to 
you, our valued clients. We are committed to bringing 

you more excellence in future!” 
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READERS’ LETTERS 

mail to editor@turftalk.co.za 

MOURNING KELVIN 
 
IT is with heavy hearts that the TBA members and 
breeders mourn the passing of racing stalwart Kelvin 
Haarhoff. Kelvin and his iconic Winners Bar have been 
an intrinsic part of the fabric of the TBA sales complex 
at Germiston. 
 
Winners has been the favoured spot for a quick lunch 
and a few drinks during sales, and has very often been 
the site of much hilarity, karaoke and dancing well into 
the evening, after the sales. Both at the TBA, and at the 
racecourses, Kelvin was the go-to person for help; 
whether you needed a case of water or whiskey, a table
-cloth or towel, he’d always make a plan. 
 
A generous man who was passionate about racing and 
the industry, he went out of his way to try and help any-
one and everyone. 
 
Kelvin loved to cater for the breeders, the staff and the 
stud grooms and he was a great supporter of the  
annual grooms’ soccer tournament, usually held over 
the National Yearling Sale. Kelvin, Angie, and his team 
were in charge of the catering for the very popular and 
competitive soccer tournament, and the celebratory 
braai was always a highlight. Managing a braai for 200-
odd people is no simple task but they got it done with 
good cheer and grace. 
 
Kelvin leaves a legacy in Winners, with all the historical 
racing and sporting memorabilia collected over the 
years, much of which was donated by friends and sup-
porters. More than that though, Kelvin leaves a legacy 
of kindness and compassion. He will be remembered 
as a man who was passionate about racing, and help-
ing anyone that he could. Our deepest condolences to 
Angie and all his family. Kelvin will be sorely missed, 
and Winners will never be the same. 
 
-Catherine Hartley CEO of the TBA. 
 

THE RUMOUR MILL 
 

THE biggest rumour in SA racing now is that we will 
soon see a return of Rian du Plessis and John Stuart in 
the form of a consortium to take over racing. Everyone 
is talking about it and I am sure many who would love 
to see racing survive already have sleepless nights. 
Can anybody confirm or deny these rumours? What 
about John Evans, the Business Rescue Practitioner? 

 
-George Stark, sr., Johannesburg 
 
Mr Evans does not reply to media queries.—Editor. 

TAB ONLINE—ANY HOPE? 
 
IT is a few years now that the way the TAB’s 
commentary of horseracing via the telephone line 
is done is a big pain in the butt for me. 
 
Years back when you call 011 2101107/01 or 04 
(for Gauteng, KZN and W Cape and E Cape rac-
ing commentary) it was a recording of the race 
soon after the race was ran. It was playing till the 
next race was recorded and uploaded. 
 
Now a day you get ‘live’ commentary via the 
Telleytrack audio and what is annoying is the fact 
that they play background music of Tellytrack 
over and over, sometimes it is overseas racing or 
you must listen to the studio person’s comments 
before a race is run. In the mean time you as the 
customer is paying for a service to listen to race 
commentary and not all the before and after 
shows. 
 
What is also annoying is that after about 10 min 
of the race run you get no commentary but re-
sults or betting etc. I phone to listen to the com-
mentary and not result or betting. There is many 
other options online to get those.  
 
Sometimes you are busy in a meeting or on the 
sport field and need to listen to a race and then 
you get all this rubbish expect the race itself. It is 
important for me to listen to a race if I cannot 
view it because you can pick up if a horse made 
the pace or come from the back etc. to keep it in 
your memory bank. 
 
I did complain to TAB customer care some time 
back but the answer I got was ‘it is not their ser-
vice and cannot do something about it’. Maybe 
via your platform you can channel this to the cor-
rect person to sort this out.  
 
I as a racing person just need the commentary till 
the next race is recorded and not just a few 
minutes. 
 
Maybe I am oversensitive about this but it is an-
noying if you dial for a service and you do not get 
what you paid for. 
 
-Knop van der Merwe 
Address withheld 
 
Knop, we have lodged several queries with TAB 
Online on issues ranging from software to  
customer service. In each case we have been 
assured that all problems will be addressed as 
soon as a new proprietor takes over and spends 
some money on improvements. This is another 
legitimate complaint, and we have passed it on.
—Editor. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


8 

 

mailto:kerry@gggaming.bet


9 

 

’Ol Man River 

OUR headline refers to an old Frank Sinatra Song, and the grey horse in picture, not to his handler and 
owner, Duncan Barry of Riverton Stud. He’s 14-year-od Blue Tiger, the retired stallion by Counter Action. 
He sired a winner when seven-year-old mare Tiger Star won at Fairview on Monday, and Barry was 
chuffed. “Tiger Star was Riverton’s first runner this season, and she was a winner. We’re hoping for  
another winner this week. Blue Tiger is the King of Riverton, everyone loves him, he walks around here like 
he owns the place!” 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

What are your betting rules? 

NICK Lovett of Australia’s racing.com says he will be doing 
a piece on personal betting rules, an interesting topic  
always. We found flaws in the rules he jotted down (or per-
haps just an image used on Twitter), but, then again, they’d 
be our flaws—every punter has his own rules. We’ve never 
believed, for example, the stupid South African myth, “the 
smaller the field the bigger the upset!” - absolute nonsense. 
And we believe there is money to be made in  
betting on Maiden races, others may not. What are your 
core rules? Let us know on editor@turftalk.co.za, and we’ll 
publish them. 

Count on experience, always 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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