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THE late Kelvin Haarhoff, pictured in his Winner’s Bar at the TBA Complex in 2016.  

Kelvin Haarhoff’s light will shine forever  
IF you google the word "camaraderie" it says it means "mutual trust and friendship among people 
who spend a lot of time together”, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

For many racing folk in Gauteng, camaraderie 
means one person: Kelvin Haarhoff, owner of the 
Winners Bar at Turffontein, the Vaal and Gosforth 
Park who has sadly passed away. 
 
A Memorial service… 
 
The tributes which you will see here paint a picture 
of a guy always available to lend a helping hand - 
particularly those down on their luck. He wouldn't 
want excessive praise because he was a down-to-
earth soul who - like many of us - simply loved the 
enjoyment that racing brings to us. 
 
Even for this Yorkshireman who has seen plenty in 
48 years of racing in this country, some of the  
happenings at Kelvin's table at Turffies was an eye-
opener. 

As Mannie Witz points out in his tribute, Kelvin could 
"chirp" yet it was just in his makeup. I remember a 
trainer asking for a glass of water and his response 
was "Blimey, we make so much out of you, I could 
open another bar." 
 
But everyone knew that - in time of need - Kelvin was 
the guy you could turn to. A sudden funeral  
reception, a grooms Xmas party, a wedding bash, 
whatever, he and Angie would not let you down. 
 
His catering buddies, Scott and William, were like the 
back line in Liverpool's defence, Kelvin's beloved 
soccer club. The two can relate a few tales but - at 
the end of the day - they would have crossed the 
road anytime to assist their close friend. 
 
What we'll always remember is Kelvin  (to page 2) 
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KELVIN HAARHOOF (fm p1) 
 
and Angie's wedding at Gosforth Park which was 
like a soap opera with Mannie dashing about to 
check on the legal documents. The "sharpies" went 
on well into the night and it was definitely a case of 
Goodfellas being needed in the early hours. 

 
I could rabbit on for hours about someone who was 
such a unique character. Perhaps his loss will only 
hit home on my next visit to Turffontein. 
 
Here - in no particular order - are some tributes to 
Kelvin. 
 
CLIFFIE MILLER - "He was my best friend - always 
the same. Win or lose he would call me and always 
encourage me. When I moved he believed in me to 
do well. I will miss him very much, such a kind soul. 
God has granted him eternal life without pain. Angie 
be strong - Kelly was a very good person and will be 
missed by all." 
 
KEITH WATERSTON - "Kelv and I go back a long 
time - he was DJ at our wedding 33 years ago. He 
was a big man with a big heart - he never stopped 
helping people till the end. His bar at the Vaal was 
the favourite place to be as there was always a 
good party after the races. A few months back he 
needed a place to move to and I agreed for him to 
move into my place at the Vaal dam. He phoned me 
every day to thank me as he loved it by the dam 
and he loved the river with the water in front. He 
mentioned to Angie that it is where he would want 
to die one day as he loved it so much. He will be 
sorely missed." 
 
MIKE DE KOCK - "A piece of racing died on 
Wednesday. Kelvin was an institution - a selfless 
man that racing could ill afford to lose. He cared 
more about others than himself. He meant a great 
deal to me and my family and especially my son, 
Matt, whom he always had under his wing." 
 
GRANT KNOWLES - "I met Kelvin when I joined 
Bloodstock SA in 2002. He is without doubt the 
most generous human being I have ever met. Noth-
ing was a problem. He would give away his last 
cent." 
 
CHARL PRETORIUS—“I tried unsuccessfully for 30 
years to buy a drink at any of Kelvin’s bars. The first 
drink was always free, followed by a bottle of the 
same, at no charge, and his special dish of the day 
to have something to wash down. A one-of-a-kind 
man with a heart of gold.” 
 
MANNIE WITZ— "A good friend who will be sadly 
missed. He looked after everyone and no-one had a 
heart bigger than him and no-one chirped people of 

all colour and race better than him. Wishing strength 
and long life to Angie and Kelvin's son.” 
 
STUART PETTIGREW: "He's been a friend for 50 
years and a good supporter of me and my yard. He 
always wanted to help others - it is a sad time for the 
racing industry." 
 
ANDREW BON: “Whist we mourn Kelvins passing 
we must also celebrate his Giving Life. What a ray of 
sunshine has left us. These grounds (TBA) will Nev-
er be the same. His was a space of unbridled fun 
and laughter. May his dear soul rest in peace” 
 
ALEC LAIRD: "I can sum Kelvin up in one Yiddish 
word - "Mensch". It means integrity and that was 
Kelvin's number one attribute. 

NICO KRITSIOTIS—”Kelv. Mate, that drink at the 
Vaal bar will never be the same again. You were 
always there for everyone! You gave your life to oth-
ers and for that, we will eternally be grateful. Rest In 
Peace. You will always be one of my all time favour-
ites! “ 
 
ALISTAIR COHEN —  “We’ve lost a good man. Go-
ing to races and being at sales won't be the same 
again. An absolute character. Top company and a 
great human being is no longer with us. RIP Kelvin 
Haarhoff.” 
 
DEBBIE HAWKINS—”A man who gave his all to 
those around him - unstinting in his kindness. “ 
 
MARSH SHIRTLIFFF— “Such a special man!”   
 
CANDICE DAWSON  -  “Kelvin was part of the fami-
ly. Always asking how everybody was and caring 
from the start to the end. His passing truly is the end 
of an era and he will be sorely missed.”  - tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1


3 

 

http://www.bsa.co.za/


4 

 

STOFFEL Mouton (middle), top groom of the year, of Cheveley Stud, in conversation with Neil Andrews. 
The Cheveley grooms’ horse, lot 394 (Futura) was sold for R1,2-million at the National Sale on Saturday. 

A dream comes true for Cheveley Stud’s grooms 
CHEVELEY Stud’s grooms enjoyed a fairytale come true when they sold a Futura colt for R1.2 mil-
lion at the recent Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale. 

Catalogued as lot 394, the colt, out of the dual  
winning Argonaut mare Siena’s Star, was knocked 
down to trainer Andre Nel, on behalf of owner  
Sabine Plattner at the second session of the 2020  
National Sale. 
 
All proceeds from the sale will be shared among the 
grooms and Cheveley’s Vaughan Koster said: “I’m 
extremely chuffed for them – it’s a fairytale and a 
wonderful realisation for them. Let’s hope it culmi-
nates in him being a talented racehorse. Thank you 
to Mrs Plattner for such generosity.” 

Stoffel Mouton, representing the Cheveley grooms, 
said that the mare Siena’s Star was given to them by 
Koster and that a joint decision was made to send 
her to Futura first. 
 
“Next year,” he told Neil Andrews, “we decided that 
she will be going to The United States, who is a son 
of Galileo, and we hope that she will produce anoth-
er beautiful foal.” 
 
Mouton himself was the top performer in five  
categories used  for the ‘Best Groom’ award.  - tt. 

http://www.drakensteinstud.com/
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New big buyer 
on the block 

HENNING Pretorius, capably as-
sisted by Robin Bruss, opened his 
shoulders at BSA’s National Year-
ling Sale at the weekend. The new 
Summerhill Stud (now Summerhill 
Equestrian) boss bought the sale’s 
top-priced yearling, Celestial City 
(Lot 185), for R7-million and also 
purchased the top-priced filly, Free 
As The Wind ( Lot 37), from Arne 
Botha and family, for R1,1-million. 
Pretorius’ buys contributed to a 
sales aggregate of over R84-
million, a more than satisfactory 
result for BSA during seriously 
challenging times.—tt. Pic: Racing News Social TV. 



7 

 

KATAK (Bernard Fayd’Herbe), with Marsh Shirtliff (left), Piet Steyn, Elbert Steyn and Bryn Ressell after last 
week’s 2400m Winter Series. (Wayne Marks). 

Katak will travel abroad if vet certificates in order 
MARSH Shirtliff, part-owner of star-on-the-rise Katak, has confirmed that an overseas campaign is 
in the offing for the son of Potala Palace, who completed the Western Cape’s Winter Series last 
week and is unbeaten from five starts. 

Shirtliff told Turf Talk: “Bryn Ressell and I have 
bought trainer Piet Steyn’s share of Katak pending 
his passing of overseas veterinary regulations and 
stipulations. Piet assures us Katak is pyro-free, 
which is a good start. 
 
“The plan is to keep Katak here, with Piet, for the 
new season’s Green Point Stakes, the Queen’s 
Plate and the 2021 Sun Met, after which he will be 
exported for overseas racing. 

“Since we can’t race as South African owners in 
Hong Kong we’re considering Singapore as an op-
tion. My son Guy is based there, we always race 6-
12 horses in Singapore in a season.” 
 
Steyn said: “Katak is wrapped in cotton wool, we’re 
giving him a month off to rest, I want him to pick up 
some weight. He pulled up very well after his 2400 
race last week. He’s done us all proud with his 
achievements this year.” - tt. 
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Last Of A Legend... 

THIS beautiful filly by Snitzel out of the multiple Group 1 winning South African mare National Colour 
(National Assembly) fetched $300,000 at the 2020 Gold Coast National Yearling Sale in Australia earlier 
today. She is the eighth foal from the dam who has produced two Group 1 winners in Rafeef and  
Mustaaqeem. She will begin her career, quite aptly, with Legend Racing. 

Victorian racing continues despite strict Covid-19 rules 
THE Victorian Government has confirmed racing will continue while other parts of the economy are 
shut down as part of the state’s latest tactic to cope with the COVID-19 outbreak.  

Premier Dan Andrews announced Victoria was in a 
State of Disaster on Sunday afternoon as the pan-
demic continued to claim lives. 

Andrews announced a nightly curfew on the public 
on Sunday and closed some businesses for at least 
the next six weeks. 

But it will be business as usual for all three sectors 
of the Victorian Racing Industry. Andrews noted the 
industry could continue on animal welfare grounds 
but also said the industry’s protocols made racing a 
“low risk activity”. 

Racing Victoria chief executive Giles Thompson 
said those strict protocols, that included the banning 
of all bar essential personnel from race meetings 

and trackwork, were a key reason the industry was 
able to continue during an unprecedented period of 
public restrictions. (Jockeys are regarded as essen-
tials in Australia) 

“It is these biosecurity protocols, coupled with the 
diligence and cooperation of all within Victorian rac-
ing, that has seen 190 race meetings and over 1600 
races safely conducted in Victoria during that period 
without a single case of COVID-19 in our industry,” 
Thompson said in a statement. 

“We have today been advised by the Victorian Gov-
ernment that racing and training can continue under 
the strict biosecurity protocols that have safely guid-
ed our industry throughout the past four-and-a-half 
months without a COVID-19 case.  - Racenet. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Zoom platform a sales success 

BLOODSTOCK SA used the Zoom electronic platform at 
last weekend’s National Yearling Sale with 100% success. 
Big screens, with buyers on Zoom logged in, enabled bids 
from around the country without the bidders physically at-
tending the sale, like Etienne Braun, on the photo here. The 
Zoom share, incidentally, has risen 30% in the last month 
alone and is available on the USD stocks Platform on Turf 
Talk’s advertiser Easy Equities. You cannot  possibly beat 
growth like that. 

THIS innocent bottle of Olive Oil was treated “like a live 
grenade” when it was seen at the sales this weekend. A 
gift from Millstream Farm to clients, the simple-minded 
were ready to bust Jan Mantel for illegal distribution of wine 
until they discovered it was oil. How long will this nonsense 
be allowed to go on? We’re living in George Orwell’s dark 
and oppressive 1984, because we’re letting it happen! 

Unity against the simple-minded 
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