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THE Wilgerbosdrift team with Celestial City (Lot 185), the full-brother to Hawwaam. (Candiese Lenferna). 

NYS goes full steam ahead despite withdrawals 
A STRONG CATALOGUE F0R DISCERNING BUYERS 

THE surge of Covid-19 cases in Gauteng has affected this week's National Yearling Sale in  
Germiston with more than 130 lots of the 479 catalogued withdrawn by vendors, but the sale goes 
ahead with plenty to look forward to, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

Sponsored by Emperors Palace —  the sale will 
take place on Friday and Saturday this week. The 
starting time on both days will be 11.30am. 
 
It appears some studs — notably Ridgemont  
Highlands — have had a rethink and decided to sell 
online off the farm. The Robertson-based stud is 
one of the biggest in the country and had entered 
28 yearlings for the sale. 
 
Klawervlei Stud, which held an online sale with 
New Zealand website gavelhouse in June, has 
withdrawn 19 of their yearlings, leaving only 10 to 
come under the hammer. 
 
Chris van Niekerk, chairman of Klawervlei, said on 
Tuesday: “The pandemic has a great deal to do 

with it [the withdrawals]. Breeders, in order to keep 
costs down, have been selling off the farm. 
 
“At the same time, there is a significant health risk in 
sending staff to Joburg at this time when the infec-
tion rate is at its highest to date.” 
 
Ashley de Klerk, head of sales administration at 
Bloodstock SA, said: “It is a big shock for all of us, 
but it is the breeders choice to come or not. 
 
“For some of the smaller breeders, it is costly to 
come to nationals and they decided they didn't want 
to travel. Each will have had their own reasons,” 
added De Klerk. 
 
What this defection — leaving in the region  (to p2) 
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KLAWERVLEI is excited about Lot 383, a Vercingetorix colt, first foal of a mare by Trippi. Saturday. 

of only 340 yearlings to be sold — means that 
those breeders who have not joined the exodus 
should benefit as buyers will have fewer yearlings 
to choose from. 
 
Bloodstock SA will be pleased Drakenstein Stud — 
with a quality draft of 13 yearlings — will be at  
Germiston and there could be some spirited bid-
ding for one of their early lots, a Duke Of Marma-
lade colt out of the Australian mare Aquatint. 
 
This chestnut colt is a half-brother to Kasimir who 
has won seven races and was voted Equus Cham-
pion Sprinter for the 2018/19 season. A plus factor 
is that the youngster was an early foal being born 
in the first week of August. 
 
Another of the Drakenstein draft likely to prove 
popular is a Silvano colt out of the Dynasty mare 
Demanding Lady. The youngster is a half-brother 
to Cape Derby runner-up Charles. 

It is as big a certainty as night following day that 
trainer Paul Peter will cast his eye over Summer 
Pudding's half-brother named Vanderbilt. The colt — 
consigned by Mauritzfontein Stud — is by What A 
Winter whose progeny have done well since he re-
tired to stud in 2013. 
 
Mauritzfontein will also be expecting plenty of inter-
est in their Flower Alley filly Costa Smeralda who is a 
half-sister to 2017 Vodacom Durban July winner 
Marinaresco. He was trained by Candice Bass-
Robinson who will have a good look at this early foal. 
 
Coral Fever enjoyed an outstanding career with Rob-
bie Sage winning seven races and Ascot Stud will be 
offering his half-sister by Galileo's son, Global View. 
 
Wilgerbosdrift have come up with the good name of 
Buck's Fizz for their Soft Falling Rain colt out of the 
British mare Espumanti. He is a full-brother to Mike 
de Kock's speedy filly Gin Fizz.  - Business Day. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Nielsen warns against loss of racehorse owners 

BJORN Nielsen with Frankie Dettori. (Reuters). 

BJORN Nielsen, the South African-born owner-breeder of Stradivarius, has criticised the level of 
prize-money in British racing and warned fellow owners would leave the sport as a result. 

While acknowledging the financial difficulties racing 
faced because of the pandemic, Nielsen pointed to 
deeper issues within the sport. 
 
Stradivarius competed for a share of £250,000 in 
Tuesday's Qatar Goodwood Cup, half the amount 
when he won the race for the third time last year.  
 
Nielsen said such reductions, caused by the pan-
demic, had only amplified the gulf in prize-money on 
offer between Britain and other countries. 
 
Speaking after Stradivarius had won a record-
breaking fourth Goodwood Cup, he said: "Nobody 
has found an answer in 50 years, but the Covid  
crisis has just brought this thing to the fore. Owners 
are losing fortunes. And I think you will see quite a 
lot of owners leave the game.  
 
"I don’t have a whole lot of horses but paying all the 
fees you don’t make money. It’s frightening that you 
can have a [Ascot] Gold Cup winner and you might 
lose money in a year. Something needs to happen. 

Nielsen promised he would be staying in the sport 
but said: “Obviously we need to win prize-money to 
pay the bills and it’s a very difficult thing to do in 
England compared to Australia, France and the US. 
The prize-money is quite poor in this country, with 
the Covid crisis halving it or more in all the big races. 
 
“I think it’s very difficult for a lot of owners, more so 
than it ever was before, as the prize-money levels 
are so poor. You’re probably going to see some peo-
ple leave the game this year. Some [more] trainers 
probably will too. 
 
“It’s a difficult game to make it pay at the best times, 
let alone now. That’s the same as a lot of other in-
dustries who are struggling. Everyone is having a 
hard time and a lot of people have lost jobs. So 
we’re not alone.” 
 
The Racehorse Owners Association has accused 
racecourses of "losing sight of the sports partici-
pants" over the cessation of racecourse executive 
contributions to prize-money in light   (to page 7) 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Hemel ’N Aarde, home of 
quality thoroughbreds 
A MUST-SEE DRAFT AT 2020  

BSA NATIONAL YEARLING SALE! 

HERE are two more yearlings from the National Yearling Sales catalogue, presented by David and 
Sandy Hepburn-Brown’s Hemel ’N Aarde Stud, the fast up-and-coming breeding operation a few 
kilometres inland from picturesque Hermanus. 

Here’s a super filly by Vercingetorix from  
Sherulestheskies by Jet Master. She’s a young un-
tapped mare by the champion broodmare sire, has 
had one runner (by Rebel King) who has won and 
she has plenty of potential as a broodmare. From 
the close family of Joshua’s Princess and Grand 
Jete, she’s Lot 393. 
 
Watch her video here. 

Gimmethegreenlight certainly stamps them with 
luxury looks. His filly by Snow and Ice, by West-
ern Winter, is an absolute beauty. She’s from the 
family of  Gr2 winner Soft Landing, and Margot, 
and her granddam is by Jet Master. All quality 
about her, Lot 400. 
 
                                        Watch his video here. 

CALL DAVID +27 (82) 898 1231 

BJORN NIELSEN (fm p4) 
 
of the pandemic, which resulted in a shutdown of the 
sport and then racing behind closed doors. 
 

On solutions, Nielsen, speaking on Radio 4, 
added: “It’s always darkest before it’s light. 
You always get crisis before you get 
change. I like to think whatever happens, at 
the end of the day prize-money levels will 
be negotiated and one would hope there is 
going to be some improvement, some catch
-up with other countries. 
 
“Sponsorship is part of it. There is TV rights money, 
which is a bone of contention right now between 
horsemen and racecourses. And there is the betting 
levy. There are a number of factors. 
 
"On Saturday they are having the first small crowd at 
a race meeting in this country, with 5,000 members 
of Goodwood allowed in. With this Covid crisis no-
body really knows where it’s going. Everything has 
to be step by step and when there are flare-ups I’m 

sure there will be further restrictions.  
 
“That’s just the way it has to be before hopefully 
one day we get back to having full racecourses and 
football stadiums. Hopefully that comes at some 
stage in the next year. I guess there will have to be 
a vaccine or something before that really happens. 
-Edward Whittaker/Raving Post. 

SUMMERHILL Equestrian have purchased Lot 36 Tuk 
Tuk (Trippi - Bang Sue) for R700 000 from Wilgerbosdrift/
Mauritzfontein. (BSA/Candiese Lenferna) 

Early Sales Flash—TBA Complex 

http://www.hnastud.co.za/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7k26vIrShGo&list=PLJILiqrjTlpmp-vetg4gmMZFHGWcB6a94&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7k26vIrShGo&list=PLJILiqrjTlpmp-vetg4gmMZFHGWcB6a94&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXFFgLFN7c4&list=PLJILiqrjTlpmp-vetg4gmMZFHGWcB6a94&index=13
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
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In his  
young days... 

DURBAN July winner  
Belgarion, pictured at 
one week old with his 

dam Riva (GER) by  
Acatenango (GER).  

 
Riva is in foal again at 
Varsfontein Stud, to the 
very promising Master 
Of My Fate. 
 
Riva also has a weanling 
colt by Twice Over at 
foot, said Varsfontein’s 
Carl de Vos. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

A nice set of silks for Mr Baker 

SHOWJUMPING and pedigree guru Charles Baker, a regu-
lar contributor to Turf Talk has registered his first individual 
set of silks with the NHA—in red white and blue hoops. It 
cost him a living fortune with the NHA, as we know, but he 
wrote: “Okay, it’s official and a rather big day for me in my 
life. After so many years of watching from the sidelines I 
now have my own set of colours. Not just any colour set 
either! So proud and pleased to have gotten the late Reggie 
Passmore's colours. They have so much history associated 
with them, I'm really chuffed and over the moon!” Charles, 
like many other equestrian fans, loves the horse first, then 
the sport, and is proof of the synergy that exists between 
racing and showjumping, especially. We wish him well with 
his first horse, a smart looking colt by Quasillo from the fam-
ily of Mother Russia, bred by Normandy Stud and in training 
with Mike Miller. Those colours, we think, also represent the 
flag of Holland—the Dutch. The few of this noble breed of  
human being left (and hopefully alive) in SA will be rooting 
for him when he gets to the racetrack. 

A photo of the Passmore family taken in the late 1940s—from top 
left, Reggie, Albert and Hilton, the inserts are of Maurice and 
Eugene. Three of them in blue, white and red silks. 
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