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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Thursday, 30 July 2020 

Punters got a proper hiding on July Day! 

THE Bookies came home smiling. (Illustration by Alvin Fai). 

IN footballing terms, the final score at Saturday's 10-race Vodacom Durban July meeting at  
Hollywoodbets Greyville was the following: Punters: 2 Bookmakers: 8, laments DAVID MOLLETT. 

Let's look at the card race-by-race: 
 
RACE ONE 
 
Corne Spies' filly, Singforafa, was the one punters 
wanted to get them off to a good start and she start-
ed at 22-10. Despite his consistent record, 
Chimichuri Run was easy to back at 7-2. 
 
"Chimi" finished well to take second place, but Sing-
forafa trailed in seventh. It was 16-1 chance, Chan-
tyman, who came up trumps for trainer Dennis 
Bosch with Grant Van Niekerk chartering a better 
course than he did in the July. 

RACE TWO: 

"Yes, Your Honour, I plead guilty to uttering an  
expletive." 
 

I thought Weiho Marwing's youngster,  
Winter Stories, boasted some useful  
juvenile form in Gauteng and made him the 
danger to the unbeaten filly, Vernichey. So 
the bet was obvious - boxed exactas was 
the way to go. 
 
As Muzi cruised to victory, it suddenly dawned on 
me that the favourite wasn't in sight. In fact, the well-
backed 53-20 chance might as well have been on 
one of the golf fairways as she beat only         (to p2) 
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two home. 
 
RACE THREE: 
 
I am happy backing any runner from Candice Bass-
Robinson's stable - like her father she's a lady who 
gets her horses right for the big occasion. OK, one 
can argue Sovereign Spirit is way off his sale  
purchase price of R5,75 million, but this 2200m race 
looked ideal for the Dynasty gelding and he found 
the necessary finishing kick in the straight. 
 
RACE FOUR: 
 
First leg of the Pick 6 and a tricky staying race over 
3000m. There were a number with chances includ-
ing Factor Fifty, Dark Moon Rising, Silver Rose and 
Dynasty's Blossom. The latter, now with Brett  
Crawford, was another of Dynasty's progeny to pro-
duce the goods and I fancy this win by last year's 
Gold Cup winner wasn't a knockout blow for many 
punters. 
 
RACE FIVE: 
 
So here we go with an easy jackpot - banker 1 
(Caralluma) in the first leg (Anthony Delpech giving 
her his seal of approval) and banker 5 (Gallic Prin-
cess) in the final leg. 
 
This is where I fancy top bookmakers like Lance 
Michael and Ricky Sin laid some hefty bets to their 
clients. The daughter of Pomodoro - a cheap buy at 
R150000 but Sean Tarry is a great yearling picker - 
had waltzed home by four lengths in each of her two 
starts. In addition, Caralluma was drawn in pole po-
sition. 
 
Normally, favourite backers would have needed a 
double to get over the shock of 33-1 chance, Love 
Bomb, getting the measure of Lyle Hewitson's 
mount. Of course, to make matters worse, there was 
no booze allowed on course. 
 
Love Bomb, trained by Frank Robinson, had been 
beaten four lengths by Vernichey in the Allan  
Robertson so it's no surprise she was ignored by the 
pundits. 
 
RACE SIX: 
 
Ashford Castle was the big mover here shortening in 
to 28-10 with good support also for Erik The Red (53
-20) and Ecstatic Green (17-4). Another good result 
for the layers as Stuart Randolph - the winning jock-
ey on Power King in the 2015 July - powered home 
on Futura's son, Nourbese. Some shrewdies 

thought Corne Spies' youngster could win as he 
wasn't totally unfancied and started at 10-1. 
 
RACE SEVEN: 
 
Interesting that Richard Fourie plotted the same 
path on Belgarion as that taken by Robbie Fradd on 
the four year-old's sire, Dynasty (also badly drawn) 
in 2003. Great effort from Joey Soma's three year-
old, Got The Greenlight, and, if there'd been specta-
tors, third-placed Do It Again would have got an 
ovation. 
 
Disappointments - where to start? 
 
Rainbow Bridge: It's known that this guy can get as 
worked up as Mick Jagger in one of his gigs and the 
4-1 favourite was sweating in the parade ring. Com-
pared to last year when beaten just half a length by 
Do It Again, it was a huge disappointment to many 
that he failed to make the first four. 
 
If you'd suggested to Eric Sands before the race 
that Golden Ducat would finish in front of his sta-
blemate, he'd have said you'd been smoking an 
illegal substance and should enter rehab. Result? 
Golden Ducat fifth, Rainbow Bridge sixth. 
 
Soqrat: Many thought, including Sporting Post edi-
tor Karel Miedema, that the Aussie import might 
bow out in style. Here was a colt who had done his 
backers proud on a number of occasions - but not 
this time. He came in eighth the same position as 
when failing to trouble Vardy in the Queen's Plate. 
 
Vardy: Like Soqrat, there were stamina worries 
about the son of Var but he never threatened in the 
closing stages. Back to the drawing board for Adam 
Marcus' four year-old. 
 
Bunker Hunt: I thought I was in pretty good compa-
ny here with Robert Bloomberg also fancying the 
well-handicapped Snaith runner. R2.40 for a place 
on the tote (first six) looked a gift. 
 

However, I can only presume something went 
amiss with the four year-old who was last after 
100m and just about stayed there passing four 
stragglers in the straight. 
 
If nothing was amiss, why on earth didn't Grant Van 
Niekerk take some action? He knows from Hong 
Kong how difficult it is to come from last - if he'd 
moved up around the field, at least his backers 
would have got a run for their money. 
 
Two minutes after the race, I got a message from 
TT editor, Charl Pretorius. "I'm speechless". He 
wasn't alone. 

(to page 4) 
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WINTER Stories, with jockey Muzi Yeni doing his Chesley Sullenberger impersonation, led in by Sheridan 
and Weiho Marwing. (Candiese Lenferna). 

PUNTERS GOT A HIDING (fm p2) 
 
Tierra Del Fuego: There was some support for this 
fella in the 24 hours before the race which provided 
some encouragement as I rated the son of Skitt 
Skizzle as the best outsider. Sadly, he also finished 
in mid-field - drawn 11 and finished 11th. Back in 
calmer waters, he can still win more races. 
 
RACE EIGHT: 
For some reason I couldn't put my finger on, I had a 
feeling this race might cause an upset - but not by a 
40-1 shot! As well as Celtic Sea and Clouds Unfold, 
I had included Sleeping Single, Ronnie's Candy and 
Pretty Young Thing in my permutation. 
 
Clouds Unfold (11-4) ran arguably the worst race of 
her career trailing in eighth. Celtic Sea remains as 
honest as the day is long yet - when it came to the 
drive to the line - it was Glen Kotzen's filly, Temple 
Grafin, who emerged victorious. 
 
RACE NINE: 
Hallelujah! - I've backed a winner. I told a handful of 
my punting friends (I shall expect some of the Scot-
tish stuff when bottle stores reopen) that World 
Sports Betting had priced up Gallic Princess at 14-
1. In the end, the daughter of Vercingetorix paid a 
measly R3.90 on the tote. 
 
It was no race with the three year-old posting a four-
timer no doubt much to the delight of her stalwart 
owners, Larry Nestadt and Gary Player. Bred at The 

Alchemy, Candice Dawson must be excited about 
the filly's future prospects as she trounced three 
useful males - Cartel Captain, Rio Querari and  
BattleofTrafalgar. 
 
RACE TEN: 
 
So - get out of jail  time - and the horse who ticked 
the right boxes was the Snaith inmate. He'd finished 
fourth behind Belgarion in the Greyville 1900 so no 
surprise that punters LUMPED on him. He was sent 
off 15-10 favourite. 
 
Yet it was the Dawson stable which again took the 
gold medal - this time with Infamous Fox doing what 
Enable did at Ascot, winning the race for the third 
win in a row. 
 
Did I fancy the grey? No. The gelding had finished 
miles back in the Horse Chestnut. The swinger with 
Hudoo Magic looked the way to go, proved another 
losing wager. Crown Towers trailed in sixth. 
 
Despite this setback, I wasn't finished yet. I asked 
the wife if my bond still qualified for the virus 
"holiday" this month and she replied in the affirma-
tive. "In that case, I'm taking the swinger at Donny 
(Doncaster) with the favourite and Mike De Kock's 
grey, I Am The Secret." They finished first and 
fourth! 
 
"One last thing, Sweetie. Do we have any Lotto 
forms?"  -tt. 
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Now, boy, go! 

THE moment of truth for Belgarion (red and yellow silks) in Saturday’s Vodacom Durban July. Richard 
Fourie gives him a shakeup around the 500m mark and he gets into gear for his assault on the major prize. 
Ahead of Belgarion in the red is Got The Greenlight, and Soqrat is on his right. The photo comes from  
jockey Gareth Wright’s cap-cam, he rode Camphoratus.  
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Hemel ’N Aarde, home of 
quality thoroughbreds 
A MUST-SEE DRAFT AT 2020  

BSA NATIONAL YEARLING SALE! 

HERE are two more yearlings from the National Yearling Sales catalogue, presented by David and 
Sandy Hepburn-Brown’s Hemel ’N Aarde Stud, the fast up-and-coming breeding operation a few 
kilometres inland from picturesque Hermanus. 

What A Winter’s son Steel Clad (Lot 279) is the 4th 
produce of Miss Big Mamma (by champion brood-
mare sire Jet Master),. She produced a three-time 
winner from one runner and looks like she’s in line to 
throw a quick champ This could well be him, don’t 
miss! 
 
Watch his video here. 

Look at the shoulder and hindquarters on this 
lovely colt by international Gr1 sire Time Thief.  
He’s Lot 330, from Pistol Dawn (Tara’s Halls), 
and comes from the E-family, long highly suc-
cessful in South Africa. A colt of substance that 
has to be seen! 
 
                                        Watch his video here. 

CALL DAVID +27 (82) 898 1231 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.hnastud.co.za/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMakgn_3SqY&list=PLJILiqrjTlpmp-vetg4gmMZFHGWcB6a94&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9A7tdD9Hu40&list=PLJILiqrjTlpmp-vetg4gmMZFHGWcB6a94&index=7
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A note from Jill Fox at The Fort Stud and Stables 

SLEDGEHAMMER, Commentary, Majestic Crown, Extra Cover and King of Tonga, were a few of the 
stallions based at the stud I grew up on. I was fortunate to learn from great horsepersons, David 
Fox, John Slade, David Pinnel, Bev Rodseth, Brian and Anne Boyd and many other wonderful peo-
ple, the great and privileged art of caring for and loving horses. 

Anne Boyd who had just sold Summerhill Stud was 
my first client, very fussy and knowledgeable about 
the breeding and care of her horses. I learnt a lot 
from her. Tony Rivalland sent me my first horse for 
pre-training (she won 5 races) and has continued to 
support me over the years.  
 
Herman Brown and his clients sent many talented 
horses here for pre-training, Orbison, Winter Fever, 
Precedent, West Germany to name a few. Rupert 
Plersch was also an amazing supporter with many 
of his great horses coming here for their pre-training 
and then later breeding. 
 
I am very grateful to the studs who have supported 
me over the years, to name a few, Clifton Stud, 
Spring Valley, Scotts and Aldora, Backworth (just by 
the way, Chocolicious was here for pre-training).  
 
Growing up with horses, and in those days, being 
too young to go racing, I did a lot of eventing, repre-
senting Natal 10 times in provincial teams, and be-
ing a member of an international eventing team. My 
best horse was Matra, given to me by Tiny Mus-

grave after he had finished his racing career. David 
Stubbs bred a thoroughbred mare called Junita, 
where I achieved A grade jumping. Then I had this 

Stubbs bred a thoroughbred mare called Junita, 
where I achieved A grade jumping. Then I had this 
amazing thoroughbred by Alnwick, Ballachu, who I 
took to Prix St George dressage. 
 
King of Kings stood here in his later years, and now 
we have Brave Tin Soldier who has continued to 
produce graded winners.  
 
Frank Robinson who also sends his horses to me 
for pre-training, has just won a Grade 2 listed race 
with Love Bomb who we had the pleasure of pre 
training. The Nassif family have won many races 
with horses pre-trained with us and have also be-
came involved in the breeding side of our outfit. Eric 
and Bev Grace, Brett van Laun are some of the few 
names amongst many who have supported our 
breeding and pre training programme.  In 2018 I pre
-trained and or bred 67 horses and that year I 
had 85 winners    
 
Thank you to all the Owners and Trainers who sup-
port me. I wish to meet many more who would want 
to be involved in this rewarding and exciting busi-
ness of bringing on the new generation of race hors-
es. I will be at the National Sales this weekend 072 
289 8471.  Regards to all, Jill.  - tt. 
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Lot 264: NYS 
Solid buyer interest 

at TBA Complex 

PIPPA Mickleburgh of Avontuur 
Stud reports that interest from buy-
ers at the TBA complex was ‘solid’ 
today, opposed to earlier in the 
week when there weren't as many 
trainers, owners and bloodstock 
agents going about their business. 
“It was nice to see more people to-
day, we may just have a decent 
sale!” Also “solid” is Avontuur’s Lot 
264 State Your Case, who is aptly 
named as he is by Oratorio from a 
full-sister to VDJ winner and now a 
decent stallion, Legislate. “He is a 
big, strong colt, takes no prisoners, 
and he walks really well” said Pippa. 
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Halfway there, 
already... 

WILGERBOSDRIFT manager Karel Fredericks with Lot 185 Celestial City, a full-brother to Hawwaam, half-
brother to Rainbow Bridge and Golden Ducat, from Wilgerbosdrift/Mauritzfontein’s wonder mare Halfway 
To Heaven. On pedigree, he’s already halfway to stardom. The other half consists of getting him an owner 
and a trainer, which is not going to be hard! (Candiese Lenferna). 

Murphy wants more ambassadors for racing 
OISIN Murphy (24), the youngest jockey since Ryan Moore to win the British Championship, says 
racing should be focusing on all its good aspects so that more people can get an interest in the 
sport. 

Asked about racing’s biggest challenges, he told 
TRC: “Racing, like any other sport, has many chal-
lenges. We need to get people interested and make 
it relatable. There is no doubt we look after our ani-
mals incredibly well, and it’s there for everyone to 
see. What we do need is racing journalists and 
people with a say to really focus on the good 
things.  
 

“You have the passion when you watch Match 
of the Day or something like that after a major 
football match, when the pundits are speaking. 
It really draws you in. Sometimes we lack that 
in horse racing. We don’t need to sell our-
selves as just a betting product. The horses 
themselves are special enough to sell our 
sport. 

“(If I could) I would like to change how people view 
racing. I can’t do that solely, but I try through my 
social media things and my engagement with the 
public on a general basis and an everyday basis.  
 

“Obviously at the moment people aren’t al-
lowed to go racing, but I would hate for some-
body to be able to say I wasn’t kind to them if 
they asked for an autograph or a photo, wheth-
er that’s in Ireland, England, Dubai, Japan, 
Canada, or wherever it is in the world. I try to 
make time for everybody.  
 
“I wish we could really make it relatable. It’s known 
as the Sport of Kings, but not because royalty 
owned racehorses, or not only for that fact. It was a 
sport everybody admired and enjoyed.” - TRC. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Take a stand, every bit helps 

AS the litany of lies, large-scale thieving and fear-
mongering continues to cripple our country, we should all 
play our part in the revolt. Here’s racing personality 
Mathew Lips doing his bit for the travel and tourism  
industry, in dire straits while our government mismanages 
billions of rands, awards massive tenders to mates and 
family members (absolutely nothing’s changed!) and  
millions of people cry for help and a chance to earn a  
living. 

Jan enjoyed this touch from BSA 

MILLSTREAM Farm’s Jan Mantel said he enjoyed this 
“nice touch” from the Bloodstock SA Team at the TBA 
Complex. He’s just hoping they don’t lock him in late, like 
a few years ago when he went for a wee-wee, missed the 
shuttle and almost succumbed to the bitter cold in  
Gauteng. Ps: Word has it Mantel has at least two “bomb” 
yearlings stabled in Block C. 
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