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DUKE Of Marmalade (left) and Futura. 

Drakenstein’s pair delivers as if on queue 
DRAKENSTEIN’s Stud stallions, Duke Of Marmalade (IRE) and Futura delivered notable Graded  
successes on Vodacom Durban July day, almost as if prompted to do so less than a week ahead of 
the 2020 BSA National Yearling Sale. 

Duke Of Marmalade recorded his first South African 
Gr1 winner when four-year-old filly Temple Grafin 
won the Garden Province Stakes for Glen Kotzen, 
while two-year-old gelding Nourbese (Corne Spies) 
finished powerfully in the Gr2 Golden Horseshoe, 
similarly upsetting the favourites. 
 
There is a perception that Duke Of Marmalade only 
sires good fillies, but Drakenstein’s Kevin Sommer-
ville said this is simply based the fact that his fillies 
have been the more prominent in his first few  
seasons, including Temple Grafin, Santa Clara,  
Seville Orange and True To Life. 

 
“It really is just the way things worked out with 
certain matings – the good fillies came first - but 
this could change and everything could look dif-
ferent a year on. Duke Of Marmalade has sired 
super male runners in Europe, including Gr1 
winner Big Orange, Gr2 winners in the US and 
Australia and here in South Africa Moofeed won 
a Gr3. 
 
“He has three lots on the National Sale, including Lot 
22, quite a big half-brother to champion sprinter 
Kasimir, from the mare Aquatint, a very nice speci-
men. I also like Lot 149, who is from the mare Fire 

Spinner, by Galileo. He’s a half-brother to Mike de 
Kock’s up-and coming handicapper Fired Up, 
whose sire, like Duke Of Marmalade, is by  
Danehill. It’s a good cross.” 

Futura (Dynasty) has had five individual first-season 
winners from only 23 runners, several of which were 
only stepped out in the last few weeks, following 
lockdown.  
 
Sommerville commented: “We are very pleased 
with what Futura has achieved so far, and the train-
ers like them. Nourbese was his first Graded win-
ner, and Jasmine finished a close third in the Gold-
en Slipper. They are forward, and this is somewhat 
surprising but also wonderful considering that Fu-
tura himself only started racing as a three-year-old. 
 
“People forget what a fantastic horse Futura was. 
He completed a Gr1 Queen’s Plate/Met double and 
won the Gr1 Champion Stakes twice. He as all the 
makings of a top stallion.” 
 
Futura has eight lots on offer at Nationals, including 
Lot 256, a colt born from Gr1 winner Little Miss 
Magic that Sommerville describes as “strong, typical 
of the family”, and Lot 150, a very nice filly from 
Flaming Dame (Jet Master).  -tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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NOURBESE (Stuart Randolph up), with part-owner Keegan Govender and trainer Corne Spies.  
(Candiese Lenferna). 

Nourbese finishes best in Gr2 Golden Horseshoe 
BLOODSTOCK South Africa graduate Nourbese provided former Horse Of The Year, and former 
National Sale purchase, Futura with his first stakes winner when he won the G2 Durban Golden 
Horseshoe (1400m) at Hollywoodbets Greyville on Saturday. 

The Ben Botha bred gelding made it two wins in a 
row, when he powered home under jockey Stuart 
Randolph to land the prize in convincing fashion. 
  
Nourbese, trained by Corne Spies for owners 
Corne Spies Racing (Pty) Ltd & Messrs Keegan 
Govender, R P Macnab, D Vayapuri, D Dasrath & 
Mrs C Dasrath (Pramalan Chetty), accounted by 
half a length for some of South Africa's most prom-
ising two-year-olds. 
 
The 2020 Durban Golden Horseshoe was a great 
result for Bloodstock South Africa, with Nourbese 
beating fellow BSA graduate Portico into second 
place, and another Bloodstock South Africa pur-
chase Ecstatic Green taking fourth place. 

South Africa's Horse Of The Year, Champion Older 
Male and Champion Middle Distance Horse of 2014-
2015, Futura has made a sparkling start with his first 
two-year-old runners also including Saturday's G2 
Zulu Kingdom Explorer Golden Slipper third place 
finisher Jasmine. 
  

Futura, who shares his sire Dynasty with Satur-
day's G1 Vodacom Durban July winner Belgari-
on, has an outstanding draft on offer at this 
week's Emperors Palace National Yearling 
Sale.  
 
The champion, whose three-parts sister Hannah 
Gorgeous has a Silvano colt on offer at this year's 
National Sale, has eight lots representing him, in-
cluding Calluna (Lot 70) -a colt bred on similar lines 
to multiple champion Beach Beauty, dam of this sea-
son's G2 World Sports Guineas winner Wild Coast 
and Embrace Me (Lot 80) -a filly, closely inbred to 
Western Winter.  - BSA. 

 

@turftalk1 
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Free transport to Gr1 King George-placed stallion 

WINGS Of Desire (Pivotal, left), and Moofeed (Duke Of Marmalade), right. (Candiese Lenferna). 

HEVERSHAM Park Farm of Gauteng is offering free transport to mares based in KwaZulu-Natal for 
the 2020 breeding season, as well as a reduced service fee for Wings Of Desire (now R10,000), and 
Moofeed (R5,000).  

Both stallions have first-season foals on the 
ground, looking impressive, and they offer blood-
lines at value that’s hard to find. 
 
Wings of Desire (GB) won the 2016 Gr2 Dante 
Stakes for trainer John Gosden. He finished 
fourth when second favourite for the 2016 Epsom 
Derby and a brilliant second to world star  
Highland Reel in the Gr1 King George and Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes at Royal Ascot, with Erupt  
behind him. Watch video here. 
 
Wings Of Desire, one of the best-performed race-
horses to be imported to South Africa, is a son of 
world-renowned Pivotal, whose sons Kyllachy and 

Excellent Art are leading European stallions.  
 
Pivotal has excelled as a broodmare sire, considered 
one of the world’s greats. His feats include Cracksman 
(Frankel), The United States (Galileo), Magical 
(Galileo), Rhododendron (Galileo), Polarisation (Echo 
Of Light) and Preciouses (Tamanus). 
 
Moofeed won six races, including the Gr3 Tommy Hot-
spur Handicap, and was Gr2 placed twice. He is the 
fastest son of successful Duke Of Marmalade to go to 
stud and his offspring are strong, solid types. 
 
Mail info@hevershampark.co.za for more info or to 
book your mare, and note Turf Talk in your message.

Rename her, maybe? 

THE winner of Race 2 
at Greyville on Mon-

day for Lowan  
Dennyschen and  

Jason Gates,  
Passivity’s owners 
may want to rethink 

her name? 
(Thanks Candiese 

Lenferna). 

https://youtu.be/rQlwsXizIm0
mailto:info@hevershapark.co.za
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Hemel ’N Aarde, home of 
quality thoroughbreds 

EXCELLENT DRAFT AT 2020  
BSA NATIONAL YEARLING SALE 

HERE are two more yearlings from the National Yearling Sales catalogue, presented by David and 
Sandy Hepburn-Brown’s Hemel ’N Aarde Stud, the fast up-and-coming breeding operation a few 
kilometres inland from picturesque Hermanus. 

Lot 105, Old Town Road, is a bay colt by Wylie 
Hall from Danish Zealot (Danish Express) a third 
foal from a mare who won four races in Australia. A 
smart colt from a promising female line. 
 
Watch his video here. 

Starry Winter Night is a beautiful first foal by the 
cracking What A Winter from two-time winning, 
Listed-placed Elusive Stars, by Elusive Fort, 
from the family of seven-time winner Road To 
Reason..  
                                        Watch his video here. 

CALL DAVID +27 (82) 898 1231 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.hnastud.co.za/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5XtRAmLi54&list=PLJILiqrjTlpmp-vetg4gmMZFHGWcB6a94&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJt0REq6I0g&list=PLJILiqrjTlpmp-vetg4gmMZFHGWcB6a94&index=4
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
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Temple Grafin becomes a top 
broodmare prospect 

TEMPLE Grafin produced a 40-1 upset on a tricky day for 
punters at Greyville on Saturday when she stormed up to 
win the Gr1 Jonsson Workwear Garden Province Stakes by 
0.70-lengths from the favourite Celtic Sea. Pretty Young 
Thing was a quarter length back in third with Driving Miss 
Daisy in fourth. 

Temple Grafin provided Drakenstein Stud’s stallion Duke Of 
Marmalade with his first SA-bred stakes winner in the 2018 Gr3 
The Debutante and after a few indifferent runs showed her 
class and talent once more with this top-level win, giving the 
sire his first Gr1 winner.  

Temple Grafin also gave jockey Keagan 
de Melo his 100

th
 winner of the season, 

incidentally also his own first Gr1 suc-
cess. 
 
Trainer Glen Kotzen said: “This race is 
very close to my heart, we’ve won it 
twice before and it’s also a race every 
breeder wants to win, so well done to 
Drakenstein Stud and to Duke Of  
Marmalade. I’ve had a lot of luck with his 
fillies.” 
 
Kotzen said that Laurence and Tessa 
Wernars had bought Temple Grafin from 
her previous owner, Hugo Hattingh, with 
the purpose of breeding with her and, 
naturally, this Gr1 success has secured 
her future as a broodmare prospect. 
 
Temple Grafin was a R300 000 Cape 
Premier Yearling Sale graduate. She 
was bred by Fran Cowe out of the one-
time winning mare Inner Temple, by 
Greys Inn. 
 
She has won her purchase price back 
more than threefold, having earned 
R918 250 with 5 wins and 4 places from 
17 starts. 
 
“She’s can now go to stud,” enthused 
Kotzen.  - CTS. 
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Love Bomb ran her heart out for prized Golden Slipper 
CARALLUMA was all the rage to win Saturday’s Gr2 Zulu Kingdom Explorer Gr2 Golden Slipper 
over 1400m at Greyville, but she was upstaged by KZN-based Love Bomb (35-1), an improving two-
year-old from Frank Robinson’s yard, owned and bred by Greg Whittaker. 

Love Bomb appeared to be under some pressure 
throughout the first half of the contest but, as her 
connections later explained, this was due to green-
ness. 
 
Sean Veale had Love Bomb placed on the rail, but 
she was seven lengths off the pace and two lengths 
behind Caralluma when they swung for home, and 
Veale was pushing her to get going. 
 
With Caralluma about to start her finishing run, ex-
pected by most to be a winning one, Love Bomb 
came off the false rail into a beautiful passage, 
quickened nicely and swept by Caralluma to win by 
0.80-lengths. 

“We’ve always fancied this filly but she’s very green 
and immature and that was the reason for her dis-
appointing last run. Her work at home is exception-
al” said Robinson.  “I’m over the moon for Greg.” 
 
Veale confirmed: “Love Bomb is still immature, she 
wasn’t travelling well early on but when we came to 
the bend I squeezed her. She gave it to me and 
blew them away. The further the better for her, 
she’s smart.” 
 
Love Bomb is a daughter of Avontuur’s Oratorio out 
of the Captain Al mare, Boloval. She was a R175 
000 Cape Premier Yearling Sale buy and has won 
twice from three starts for stakes of R156 250.—tt. 
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CTS Exacta in the Campanajo 2200 

SOVEREIGN Spirit (Grant van Niekerk), with Candice Bass-Robinson and groom, Joe Zweni. 

AS often happens, CTS’s successes come in Exactas and the finish of Saturday’s Campanajo 2200 
(Gr3) was contested by Sovereign Spirit and Tristful, who both graduated from the 2017 Cape  
Premier Yearling Sale. 

Sovereign Spirit was one of the ‘talking horses’ on 
Durban July day, a public favourite backed from 7-2 
into 22-10  from his good draw and handy weight. 
He didn’t let his fans down, moved up smartly from 
midfield to win full of confidence. 
 
The runner-up gave a good account of himself, 
having just missed the final field for the July itself, 
and should win again soon. 
 
Sovereign Spirit was earmarked for the July too 
and trainer Candice Bass-Robinson said: “Before 
lockdown we decided to go for the July but he was 
injured and had to box rest. 
 
“He wasn’t going to come to Durban at all but he 
recovered quickly so we decided to send him and 
he had good prep runs. He’s taken his time to come 

to hand, but he was the best weighted horse in the 
race and we were quite confident about him today.” 
 
Jockey Grant van Niekerk said that the slow pace 
didn’t suit Sovereign Spirit: “He was tugging, pulling 
hard but I managed to settle him at the 1200m mark. 
After that he actually quickened well and won a race 
full of merit.” 
 
Sovereign Spirit was is owned and was bred by 
Pieter Graaff’s Lammerskraal Stud. He is by Dynasty 
from Viva Maria (by Jet Master), who won the Gr1 
Woolavington Stakes for the stud’s former owners. 
 
Sovereign Spirit took his earnings after this win to 
R265 625. He has won three of 11 starts, and is un-
likely to stop here.—CTS. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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ANOTHER smashing son of  Dynasty on the HORIZON. 

What’s next on the horizon for legend Dynasty? 
DECEASED leading Equus Champion Sire Dynasty, sire of this season's G1 Vodacom Durban July 
winner Belgarion, is enjoying increasing success as a sire of sires.  

Currently his sons Act Of War, Futura and Legislate 
all rank among South Africa's leading first-season 
sires, while Dynasty's multiple G1-winning son 
Jackson has had an excellent season in 2019-2020. 
  
Cape Guineas winner Act Of War's handful of early, 
first crop runners include G1 Allan Robertson 
Championship placegetter War Of Athena and the 
stakes-placed Stella Act, while champions Futura 
and Legislate have also made very pleasing starts 
with their first two-year-olds in 2019-2020.  
 
Fellow Dynasty son Jackson has had a superb  
season this year with his progeny having banked 
more than R7.687 million in earnings so far this 
season, with his flag bearers headed by G3 Poin-
settia Stakes and G3 Vasco Da Gama Prix du Cap 
winner Pretty Young Thing, Winter Solstice 
Stormsvlei Stakes victress Eva Eileen, CTS Ready 
To Run Stakes winner Pure State and The CTS 
1600 winner Count Jack 
  
Hemel 'N Aarde Stud is home to another exciting 
son of four-time Equus Champion Sire Dynasty in 
the form of HORIZON.  
 
The handsome bay (pictured above), and former 
R5.2 million yearling buy, certainly has plenty to 
recommend him as a stallion prospect of the future. 
  
Rated among the best of his generation at three, 

when he won the G3 Cartier Politician Stakes and 
ran third in the G1 Daily News 2000 (beaten only by 
champion Edict Of Nantes and G1 SA Derby hero Al 
Sahem), Horizon is a half-brother to seven winners 
(and three black-type horses), including G2 KRA 
Fillies Guineas winner Santa Clara. 
  
His dam Shina is a full-sister to Maine Chance 
Farms’ triple G1 winner Silvano - South Africa's 
Champion Sire and sire of near 100 stakes winners 
  
Silvano, who has been champion sire in South Afri-
ca four times, is already the sire of 25 individual G1 
winners including red hot sire Vercingetorix and cur-
rent standouts Hawwaam, Kilindini, and Summer 
Pudding. 
 
Horizon has been extremely well supported since he 
retired to stud in 2019, and among the mares cov-
ered by him are:  
 
Arabian Pearl (Al Mufti), the Drakenstein Stud-
owned G1 Woolavington 2000 second-placed full-
sister to Champion 3YO in the UAE Victory Moon, a 
multiple G2 winner. Sensible Lover (Good Jour-
ney), a winner of the G3 Three Troikas Stakes and 
also second in the G1 Empress Club Stakes, Ban-
gor Bay (Casey Tibbs), the dam of G1 SA Derby 
winner Samurai Warrior, Gorgeous Al (Captain Al), 
from the family of global sprinter Shea  Shea, and 
other quality mares.  - Vermaak Equine. 

HORIZON will stand this 
season at Hemel 'N Aarde 
Stud for the same fee as 
last year, R8 000, with a 
R2000 nomination and 
R6000 live foal. 
 
Discounts for multiple bookings 
are available upon discussions.  
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

All publicity is good publicity 

UNLESS you’re Prince Andrew, all publicity is really good 
publicity and racing one again made the front page of  
Durban’s Sunday Tribune, who featured an article on the 
damage done on July weekend by the lockdown, and also 
carried the Belagarion story. Racing is news, it creates 
news and keeps things in the news, let’s make more  
mainstream editors get with the programme! 

THE Corolla Wild Horses can be found on the northern 
beaches of Corolla and Carova in North Carolina, USA. 
The Corolla Wild Horses are a group of Colonial Spanish 
Mustangs that roam freely on the Currituck Outer Banks. 
These exquisite wild horses can be traced back to all the 
way back to Spanish settlers. For hundreds of years, these 
wild horses have called the Outer Banks of Corolla home. 
Today, efforts are being made to preserve and protect 
these American treasures. They are considered to be one 
of the oldest and rarest strains in the world, unfortunately 
meaning that they are endangered. Tough yet small,  
Colonial Spanish Mustangs stand around 12-13 hands tall. 
They are believed to be descended from a mixture of 
breeds that include the Spanish Barb, Arabian, and  
Andalusian.  

No man, not Toyota Corolla! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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