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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Friday, 24 July 2020 

BUNKER Hunt, flawless preparation for Durban July. (Candiese Lenferna). 

Bunker Hunt’s handy weight could be the telling 
factor in open Vodacom Durban July 

NAMED after the oil magnate who tried unsuccessfully to corner the world market in silver,  
Bunker Hunt can give punters a great run for their money in Saturday’s behind-closed-doors 
Vodacom Durban July at Hollywoodbets Greyville, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

Don’t just take this column’s word for it that the four-
year-old can make his presence felt in SA’s most 
famous race. Similar views have come from form 
experts Robert Bloomberg, Neil Andrews and  
Bernard Fayd’Herbe. 
 
The important opinion, of course, is that of his train-
er, Justin Snaith. 
 
After last week’s final gallops, Snaith commented: 
“Bunker Hunt is a huge runner. He carries 55kg and 
— if Belgarion is theoretically the best weighted 
horse — then he is second best.” 
 
Snaith is bidding for a fifth July winner and sends 
out a strong army, which includes favourite  
Belgarion, dual winner Do It Again, Silvano’s Pride 
and Miyabi Gold. 
 
This is the first real grade 1 test for Belgarion, who 

is drawn wide. But his rider, Richard Fourie, knows 
how to win the race, having scored on Legislate 
(2014) and Do It Again in 2019. 
 
Arguably the horse with the most going for him is 
2019’s runner-up Rainbow Bridge. He has had a 
perfect prep, he is well drawn and will be ridden by 
a jockey who will win the riders championship by 
the same margin as Liverpool have won the  
Premier League. 
 
However, Eric Sands’s charge is 5kg worse off with 
Bunker Hunt compared with the Sun Met, when 
Snaith’s runner was beaten by four lengths. 
 
There has been ante-post support for Mike de 
Kock’s Aussie import Soqrat, who looks a serious 
player provided he does not run out of gas over the 
final 200m. The same remark applies to Queen’s 
Plate victor Vardy, who is trying 2,200m      (to p2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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BUNKER HUNT TO WIN VDJ (fm p1) 
 
for the first time. 
 
Turffontein trainer Joe Soma is confident of a big 
showing from Muzi Yeni’s mount, Got The  
Greenlight, but the colt was beaten in the SA Der-
by and some pundits feel this year’s three-year-old 
crop is below par. 
 
Looking for an outsider? This column nominates 
25-1 chance Tierra Del Fuego judged on his good 
third behind Hawwaam at Turffontein. 
 

So even without a raucous crowd, we 
have an intriguing race. The totes are of-
fering six places, and this column will be 
mortified if Bunker Hunt fails to make the 
first half dozen. 
 
The winning owner will take home R937,500, 
which pales into insignificance against the 
£226,840 (R47.7m) that is up for grabs as first 

prize in Saturday’s King George VI and Queen Eliza-
beth Stakes at Ascot in England. 
 
Champion trainer Sean Tarry has a number of fan-
cied runners in the supporting races and could sad-
dle an early double with Caralluma (fifth race) and 
Ecstatic Green (sixth). Both will be ridden by  
champion jockey Lyle Hewitson. 
 
Tarry sends out his champion filly Celtic Sea in the 
Garden Province Stakes and she is favourite to turn 
the tables on Majorca Stakes winner Clouds Unfold. 
This might not be a two-horse contest, with Sleeping 
Single, Ronnie’s Candy and Vistula bringing top form 
to the table. 
 
If things do not go according to plan, the swinger 
coupling Candice Dawson’s filly, Gallic Princess, with 
Dennis Drier’s up-and-coming sprinter Cartel Captain 
could pay a good dividend in the ninth race, though 
the De Kock yard fancies a good run from  
Battleoftrafalgar and Justin Snaith is keen on Rio 
Querari. 
-from Business Day. 

Turf Talk’s big-race tips for July Day 
DAVID MOLLETT 

DURBAN JULY 
1. (14) Bunker Hunt  2. (2) Rainbow Bridge 3. (11) Tierra 
Del Fuego 4. (5) Soqrat 

GARDEN PROVINCE 
1. (13) Clouds Unfold, 2. (7) Celtic Sea, 3. (3) Sleeping 
Single (1) In The Dance 

GOLD VASE 
1. (5) Factor Fifty 2. (16) Silver Rose 3. (9) Dark Moon 
Rising 4. (7) Sunshine Silk 

GOLDEN SLIPPER 
1. (1) Caralluma  2. (7) Delta Queen, 3. (9) Maledimo    
4. (10) Trickster 

CAMPANAJO 2200 
1. (2) Sovereign Spirit  2. (12) Pack Leader 3. (10) Per-
fect Tigress 4. (13) Tristful 

GOLDEN HORSESHOE 
1. (3) Ecstatic Queen, 2. (4) Erik The Red, 3. (8) Gold 
Season, 4. (1) Fast Love 

THEKWINI SPRINT 
1. (5) Gallic Princess  2.  3. (1) Cartel Captain 4. (3) 
BattleofTrafalgar 4. (4) Rio Querari 

KZN YEARLING MILLION 
1. (14) Vernichey  2.  2. (8) Winter Stories 3. (12) Sweet 
Sensation (10) Native Tongue 

CHARL PRETORIUS 

DURBAN JULY 
1. (14) Bunker Hunt  2. (5) Soqrat  3. (18) Do It Again 4 
(2) Rainbow Bridge  

GARDEN PROVINCE 
1. (7) Celtic Sea   2. (8) Ronnie’s Candy  3. (2) Vistula 
(13) Clouds Unfold 

GOLD VASE 
1. (9) Dark Moon Rising  2. (7) Sunshine Silk  3. (5) Fac-
tor Fifty  (4) Swift Surprise 

GOLDEN SLIPPER 
1. (1) Caralluma  2. (7) Delta Queen, 3. (5) Afternoon Tea  
4. (4) Love Bomb 

CAMPANAJO 2200 
1. (6) Leopold   2. (13) Tristful (3) Cat Daddy 4. (10) Per-
fect Tigress 

GOLDEN HORSESHOE 
1. (5) Ashford Castle   2 (3) Ecstatic Queen  3. (8) Gold 
Season 4. (4) Erik The Red 

THEKWINI SPRINT 
1. (3) Battleoftrafalgar 2. (1) Cartel Captain 4. (4) Rio 
Querari 4. (9) African Warrior 

KZN YEARLING MILLION 
1. (10) Native Tongue (5) Colour My Fate (14) Vernichey 
4. (4) Dandolo 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Who will be next on Varsfontein’s honour roll? 
VARSFONTEIN Stud will be offering an exceptional draft at next week’s 2020 Emperors Palace  
National Yearling Sale. 

Varsfontein’s imposing draft (six lots of which are 
offered as agent) includes yearlings by such top 
sires as Gimmethegreenlight, Master Of My Fate, 
Silvano, Vercingetorix and What A Winter, as well as 
lots by such exciting and promising stallions as Po-
modoro and William Longsword. 

 
This consignment also includes no fewer 
than six half or full siblings to graded stakes 
winners, and a further seven yearlings out 
of stakes winning race mares. 
 
The farm’s red-hot resident stallion Gimmethegreen-
light, whose sons Got The Greenlight, Green Laser 
and Youcanthurrylove ran 1-2-3 in the recent G1 SA 
Classic, has some exceptional prospects on offer, 
including a half-brother (Lot 446) to G1 Tsogo Sun 
Gold Medallion winner Eden Roc, a full-brother (Lot 
104) to G3 Sea Cottage Stakes hero Green Laser, a 
filly (Lot 183) whose dam is a half-sister to G1 Matri-
arch Stakes winner Gypsy’s Warning, and a colt (Lot 

334) out of G2 Gerald Rosenberg Stakes winner 
Polyphonic. 

My Guiding Star, whose progeny include G3 Flam-
boyant Stakes winner Hashtagyolo, has a Gimme-
thegreenlight colt (Lot 300) on offer, while My Guid-
ing Star’s close relative Justthewayyouare, the 
stakes winning dam of dual G3 winner Captain 

Splendid, is represented here by the  
Gimmethegreenlight colt On My Way (Lot 224). 

Multiple champion sire Silvano (whose yearlings 
made up to R9 000 000 in 2019) has a regally bred 
colt in this draft in the form of Tozzetti (Lot 147). A 
half-brother to G3 Fillies Mile winner, and R5 000 
000 yearling buy, Ghaalla, Tozzetti is a full-brother to 
promising two-year-old Due Diligence and his dam 
Fidelity is a half-sister to both dual G2 winner, and 
successful sire, Master Of My Fate and the afore-
mentioned Justthewayyouare. 
 
Resident sire Master Of My Fate, himself a R3 000 
000 buy from the 2011 National Sale, also has some 
exciting prospects on offer. They include a colt (Lot 
292) out of smart racemare Moggytwoshoes, a half-
sister (Lot 380) to this season’s G1 Sun Met con-
tender Bunker Hunt, a half-brother (Lot 469) to G3 
Kenilworth Fillies Nursery winner Hot Affair, and a 
half-brother (Lot 129) to the smart performers Jack 
Hobbs and Manx Missile. 

Other attractive VS lots include the Vercingetorix colt 
(Lot 11) out of a half-sister to Swallow Stakes winner 
All At Once, the What A Winter filly (Lot 45) bred on 
similar lines to the likes of Winter Weather, Light The 
Lights and Imperial Ice, the William Longsword filly 
(Lot 272) whose dam is a full-sister to G2 winner 

Paterfamilias, and the Flower Alley filly (Lot 462) 
out of Laisserfaire Stakes winner Victorian Secret.
—BSA. 

Lot 292, by Master Of My Fate. 

Lot 334, by Gimmethegreenlight 

Lot 462, by Flower Alley. 
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Heversham Park’s offer to Turf Talk’s reader-breeders 

WINGS Of Desire (Pivotal, left), and Moofeed (Duke Of Marmalade), right. (Candiese Lenferna). 

HEVERSHAM Park Farm of Gauteng is offering free transport to mares based in KwaZulu-Natal for 
the 2020 breeding season, as well as a reduced service fee for Wings Of Desire (now R10,000), and 
Moofeed (R5,000).  

Both stallions have first-season foals on the 
ground, looking impressive, and they offer blood-
lines at value that’s hard to find. 
 
Wings of Desire (GB) won the 2016 Gr2 Dante 
Stakes for trainer John Gosden on his third ap-
pearance. He finished fourth when second favour-
ite for the 2016 Epsom Derby and second 
to  world star Highland Reel in the Gr1 King 
George and Queen Elizabeth Stakes at Royal 
Ascot.  
 
Wings Of Desire, one of the best-performed race-
horses to be imported to South Africa, is a son of 
world-renowned Pivotal, whose sons Kyllachy and 

Excellent Art are leading European stallions.  
 
Pivotal has excelled as a broodmare sire, considered 
one of the world’s greats. His feats include Cracksman 
(Frankel), The United States (Galileo), Magical 
(Galileo), Rhododendron (Galileo), Polarisation (Echo 
Of Light) and Preciouses (Tamanus). 
 
Moofeed won six races, including the Gr3 Tommy Hot-
spur Handicap, and was Gr2 placed twice. He is the 
fastest son of successful Duke Of Marmalade to go to 
stud and his offspring are strong, solid types. 
 
Mail info@hevershapark.co.za for more info or to book 
your mare, and note Turf Talk in your message.— tat. 

Summerveld mornings... 

“THERE is a feeling of excitement in the air, it’s special” said Chase Liebenberg, who snapped this working 
string at Summerveld just after sunrise. Indeed, the beautiful training centre always seems even more  
special at Durban July time. Let’s hope we can all return to enjoy the vibes next year! 

mailto:info@hevershapark.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Hemel ’N Aarde, home of 
quality thoroughbreds 

EXCELLENT DRAFT AT 2020  
BSA NATIONAL YEARLING SALE 

TODAY, and leading up to next week’s National Yearling Sale, we’ll be looking at the yearlings  
presented by David and Sandy Hepburn-Brown’s Hemel ’N Aarde Stud, the fast up-and-coming 
breeding operation a few kilometres inland from picturesque Hermanus. 

EARLY in the Sale, don’t miss Lot 51, a bay filly by 
Rafeef, the second foal of Big Sugar (More Than 
Ready), from a NZ/Australian female line full of 
black type. 
 
Watch her video here. 

ANOTHER early lot, be there for him! Lot 60, 
Mister Maxwell, a strong son of boom sire What 
A Winter and the young, stakes winning mare 
Butterfly Girl, by champion broodmare sire Jet 
Master.  
                                        Watch his video here. 

CALL DAVID +27 (82) 898 1231 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.hnastud.co.za/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tx1Mw4F8rw8&list=PLJILiqrjTlpmp-vetg4gmMZFHGWcB6a94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0I-wOofH984&list=PLJILiqrjTlpmp-vetg4gmMZFHGWcB6a94&index=2
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
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FRANKIE Dettori and Anton Marcus, both seeking more records. 

Dettori, Marcus bid to rewrite record books 
THEIR faces tell a story of three decades in the saddle. Yet, with their services in constant demand 
in big races, it can be argued that top jockeys Frankie Dettori and Anton Marcus are in the prime of 
their lives, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

Of most interest are the three common denomina-
tors shared by the two well-known riders. Both are 
household names in their own country, both have 
reached a half-century (Dettori in December) and 
both are out to make racing history in the next 10 
weeks. 
 
Yet they are contrasting characters. Dettori is flam-
boyant and outgoing, as his famous jump from the 
saddle in the No 1 box attests. Marcus is more re-
served, will often excuse himself from post-race 
interviews and — like Horatio Caine in CSI Miami 
— will use five words when others need 10. 
 
One American scribe was amazed when Dettori 
was in the US for the Breeders Cup. He wrote: 
“Frankie poses for photos and greets strangers as if 
he has known them forever.” 
 

It is fair to say both jockeys have taken a 
leaf out of Gary Player's book and follow 
his famous saying: “I find the harder you 
work, the luckier you get.” 
 
This hard work has propelled Dettori, whose  
turbulent career includes a light aircraft crash and 
suspension for possessing drugs,  to more than 500 
group 1 race successes — an impressive total. He 
won the Derby twice, in 2007 and 2015. 
 
“Jockey is a very fine name, but we are actually 
psychiatrists of horses because we have to find out 
what makes them tick. Some horses you can bully, 
some you’ve got to coddle. That goes with instinct 
and that goes with years of riding horses,” says 
Dettori. 
 
Marcus — nicknamed “Superman” by his legion of 
supporters — has ridden more than 100 grade 1 
winners and booted home some famous names 
including Jet Master, Legal Eagle, Variety Club and 
Jay Peg. 

So what of the historic goals which both hope to 
achieve in the next 10 weeks? 
 
Dettori says of superstar mare Enable that “she has 
emotionally taken me to places no other horses 
have”. 
 

This powerful combination travelled to Paris last 
October trying to become the first horse to win 
the Arc De Triomphe three years in a row. It did 
not happen and the French kept the prize at 
home. 
 
It was a surprise when John Gosden announced the 
mare would stay in training for another tilt at the Par-
is race, and possibly her task on October 4 will be 
harder than 12 months ago. 
 
Waiting to take on Enable — now six years old — 
will be Aidan O’Brien’s  talented filly Love, and Coro-
nation Cup and Eclipse winner Ghaiyyath. I think UK 
bookies have got it right in quoting Love as the 7-2 
favourite, Enable at 9-2 and Ghaiyyath at 8-1. 
 
With Love set to receive 7lb from Enable and 10lb 
from Ghaiyyath, I will be requesting further credit 
from my bank manager whom I’m sure already has 
me listed as a “worry about” client. 
 
Marcus perhaps faces an even tougher task on Do It 
Again in the behind-closed-doors Vodacom Durban 
July at Hollywoodbets Greyville on Saturday. 
 
Do It Again became the fifth horse to win back-to-
back Julys when successful in 2019. His name was 
added to the record books which show El Picha win-
ning in 1999 and 2000 and Milesia Pride in 1949 and 
1950. 
 
To Marcus’s credit, he has never swerved an inter-
view from this veteran writer and — as readers want 
to know his opinion on SA’s most famous   (to p11) 
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FRANKIE AND ANTON (fm 10) 
 
race — I contacted him a couple of days before the draw. 
 
The most important question: “Which horse would you like to 
ride if Do It Again wasn’t in the field?” Marcus: “It would be the 
toss of a coin between Rainbow Bridge and Belgarion. They are 
the two that should be involved due to their consistencies.” 
 
While Rainbow Bridge ticks the most boxes in his bid to give the 
Rattrays their first July win, Marcus’s choice of Belgarion will 
delight those who feel he is the pick of Justin Snaith’s quintet. 
The Cape trainer aimed to get him in with a light weight and he 
has succeeded with the six-time winner carrying 53kg. 
 
What neither Marcus nor Snaith had envisaged is the stable’s 
shocking luck at the draw: there’s a maximum of 18 runners 
and they have been allotted barriers 14, 15, 17 and 18. Perhaps 
it’s a good thing there were no post-draw interviews. 
 
Interestingly,  Marcus says the best-weighted runner is Bunker 
Hunt, adding the proviso “however, overstating ability?”, which 
suggests he is not 100% convinced this season’s Sun Met fifth 
is up to taking top honours. 
 
Despite the undisputed ability of both riders, the right move 
might be to bet on Do It Again and Enable both being  beaten. 
 
Nevertheless, what is certain is that both jockeys will go into the 
respective races in a positive frame of mind. 
 
The final word from Dettori: “I try to have a positive outlook be-
cause horses feel your feelings.”  - from Business Day. 

LATEST VDJ BETTING  
GG Gaming’s Gary Lentin reported 
solid money for three VDJ runners, on 
the eve of the race. 
 
He said: “They’re still coming for Sean 
Tarry’s Tierra Del Fuego, bet after bet.   
Bunker Hunt has been backed from 8s 
into 7-1 and Soqrat’s into 10-1 from 
12s, both getting significant interest. 
 
GG Gaming will accommodate requests 
for “stretches” and  punters can mail Ker-
ry Hawke on kerry@gggaming.bet with 
their queries. Also see their special offer 
on page 7 of this edition.  
  
LATEST JULY BETTING: 
  
4-1 (7-2) Belgarion,  
9-2 Rainbow Bridge,  
7-1 (8-1) Bunker Hunt  
15-2 (8-1) Got The Greenlight  
10-1 (12-1, 13-1) Soqrat,    
13-1 (12-1) Vardy, Do It Again,  
20-1 (25-1) Twist Of Fate, 
22-1 (20-1) Shango 
25-1 (22-1) Golden Ducat 
25-1 (40-1) Tierra Del Fuego 
33-1 and better the others. 
 
               Full betting board here.  

mailto:kerry@gggaming.bet
https://www.gggaming.bet/Sports-Betting/horse-racing/south-africa/greyville/1579#race-575045
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Justin Snaith’s runner comments for Greyville Saturday 

JUSTIN Snaith’s pre-race comments are always helpful and informative and he speaks to DAVID 
THISELTON about his runners on the July Day card at Greyville. 

He said: "The July horses are flying, very happy, 
there have been no hiccups and they're all in good 
nick. We will need a bit of luck in running. Do It 
Again will be trying to rewrite history but sadly has 
an 18 draw, so we're going to need a lot more luck 
than we were hoping we would need.  
 
Same as Belgarion, a 17 draw, it obviously makes 
it a little harder for us. I think Bunker Hunt will be 
alright from that draw, I think 14 is no problem, 
we've won it from 14 a few times, so not too wor-
ried there, and being behind closed doors it's going 
to be a huge advantage to a horse like him, nor-
mally there are 40,000 people on course and now 
there's going to be no people." 
 
Race 1 Captain Tatters: "Doing well at home, has 
never been on the poly but I think he will handle it 
and he has a nice draw. Chimichuri Run you have 
to give a lot of respect to." 
 
Race 2 Native Tongue: "He's drawn on the wide 
side but I'm not too worried because at Hollywood-
bets Greyville it is when you start on the turn that 
it's hardest, so 1400m and 1600m seem worst for 
wide draws and this is over 1300m. He's doing well 
at home and is a nice horse, he won very impres-
sively first time out so I expect a nice run and he 
has got a chance.  
 
Race 3 Magnificent Seven: "He needed that last 
start badly after an eight month layoff and is com-
ing along very nicely but I would say he is still one 
run short. He will come on for this run. Depending 
on how he runs we will go for the Gold Cup." 

Race 4 Swift Surprise: "Also one run short, I 
would say. He's a nice stayer. Last time he just 
needed it really badly. He never got a gallop at 
Greyville and had never been there and went 
straight into a 2400m, I couldn't have trained him 
worse to be honest, I should never have done that. 
He is better than that last run and is doing well at 
home. I expect a nice run from him, he could be a 
roughie, but I would have preferred one more run 
into a 3000m." 
 
Race 5: Trickster: "She's really doing very well at 
home. Last time she had to overcome a bad draw 
and was chased to the front, which was the right 
decision, but she didn't quite enjoy it. The winner 
Caralluma won very well and it suggested she will 
be hard to beat here, but I think we will definitely 

get closer.  

Race 6: Erik The Red: "He is doing very well. He did 
not quite enjoy Scottsville, he ran across the track 
and he hung, he has never done that before. He real-
ly didn't enjoy it and I think at Hollywoodbets Greyville 
we might see the best of him. He has never seen 
Greyville but I don't think it's a problem. The track is in 
great condition and probably for me one of my better 
runners on the day. He's a 1400m type of horse." 
 
Race 8: Sleeping Single: "She is flying at home. 
She's my Group 1 Paddock Stakes filly for next sea-
son. You must remember she was bred in the UK so 
she is six months behind the others.. I think she's a 
very underrated filly and last time was a phenomenal 
run against Silvano's Pride who is a Group 1 filly. 
She's drawn well and of all my runners she's probably 
the one who is just flying at the moment, so you've 
got to respect her." 
 
Race 9: Rio Querari: "He's never been on the poly 
but I think he might suit it. If it had been on grass he 
would have been my best runner of the day, he's do-
ing very well at home, and in this type of field we ex-
pect a big run from him." 
 
Miss Florida: "She needed her last run. She didn't 
run that badly considering she hasn't run since lock-
down and went into a Group 1. She could be a rough-
ie in the race but it's a very competitive field. She's 
been on the poly before and this track can pull up any 
results." 
 
Race 10: Crown Towers: "He's doing very well at 
home. It seems the right race for him. He is probably 
one of my better bets on the card."   - Gold Circle. 

JUSTIN Snaith, key runners all round. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

He has the world at his feet 

IF one watches him in action, it’s hard to believe that 
champion apprentice Luke Ferraris is only 18 years old. 
He’s not yet the complete, all-round package, but even at 
this early stage of his career there is little doubt that he 
has everything in his armoury to go to the very top of his 
profession, including a maturity beyond his years, a fo-
cused demeanour and a judgement of pace most of his 
peers will envy. The last time any young jock made such 
an impression was when Piere Strydom came to the High-
veld from Port Elizabeth at 19, back in the late 1980s, and 
became an overnight sensation. Luke is on his way to sim-
ilar heights. He booted home four at Turffontein yesterday 
(almost five), including two who were not easy to find on 
form. They run for him, and this is not something that a 
jockey can acquire—the best jocks are born with it. Let’s 
enjoy Avontuur-sponsored Luke while we still have him 
here in South Africa. “My boy is a ‘bielie’,” said  a proud 
David Ferraris from Hong Hong today, using the Afrikaans 
word that means, ‘rock solid, reliable and strong’.   

Insecurity makes them nasty 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

