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BERNARD Fayd’Herbe: “I think you’ll be able to throw a blanket over the July field, at the finish. 

When in doubt, consult top man Bernie! 
Ace jock sorts the wheat from the VDJ chaff 

BERNARD Fayd’Herbe, a three-time Vodacom Durban July winning jockey who seriously knows his 
oats and doesn’t make pre-race comments for the sake of them, like certain trainers who keep  
putting punters in the poorhouse with run-of-the-mill nonsense, spoke to Turf Talk about the 2020 
renewal of the great race. 

Bernard hasn’t got a ride this year – arguably 
thanks to Nkosi Dla-Vee-Ni Moodley19 and his 
band of Stephen Hawking-wannabes at the NHA – 
but that won’t stop him from giving honest and forth-
right opinions on what he believes can win, and 
can’t win, SA’s messed-with flagship race this year. 
 
The obvious question to Bernard, who has ridden 
nine of the 18 July contenders in a race, or in work, 
including the big guns, would be, simply, “which 
one, Bernie, is the best of them?”.  
 
That, however, even to juvenile punters who know 
even less than sad, poor, opiniated scribes, would 
be somewhat unfair, because SA’s best heavy-
weight jock sat on these runners at different times in 

their careers, so it’s not strictly about comparing  
apples with apples. 
 
Got The Greenlight, for one, is easy, and hard, to 
compare with others. Bernard knows Joe Soma’s 
three-year-old better than former NHA CEO Lyndon 
Barends knows a first-class plane ticket, and he 
said: “One thing I can say is that Got The Greenlight, 
at his age of 3, is a few lengths better than Belgarion 
and Bunker Hunt were at the same age, last year. 
 
“The thing is, however, that both Belgarion and  
Bunker Hunt are now four, they have come a long 
way and are much improved horses, so I can’t say 
with certainty that Got The Greenlight would still 
have their measure now.                       (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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BERNARD’S JULY VIEWS (fm p1) 
 
“Again, here is something I can say. Got The  
Greenlight is top class, he loves Greyville and I hear 
he has come on from his last run. To me, that puts 
him right there at the finish, a horse with a big  
winning chance. 
 
“In looking at the form overall, I think you’d be able 
to throw a blanket over them at the finish. This is 
one of the most open races I’ve seen, featuring top 
trainers with top horses, all bound to be at their very 
best. Little things may make a difference.” 
 
While the draw could be a factor that decides be-
tween a short head or a neck at the line, Bernard 
said: “Stats show that the July can be won from the 
worst of draws, I don’t think we should be putting too 
much emphasis on that. The top ones can do it from 
a wide draw.” 
 
One of the top ones faced with a wide draw is back-
to-back winner Do It Again, a ridiculous number 18 
due to Silver Circle’s crazy number-draw yield, and 
Bernard said: “What a wonderful horse, and he looks 
to be back to his best, at least I believe he will be 
back to his best on the day, he indicated last time in 
his run to Rainbow Bridge that he is almost there, I 
won’t mind at all seeing him win, it will be historic 
and deserved, and he can do it, he is good enough, 
we all know that. 
 
“As for Rainbow Bridge, it’s hard not to see him fight 
it out. I think that now, at five, he is at the peak of his 
powers, he’s had a good prep and he’s well drawn. 
He has all in his favour, will be right there when the 
photos are taken.” 
 

Somewhere in the Bronze Circle’s line-up 
we find the favourite, Belgarion, drawn 17, 
and Bernard opined: ‘He has come a long 
way, he has been aimed at this race and in 
my view, he is, perhaps, 2kg under the 
handicapper’s radar. That, alone, puts him 
in the race with a top chance.” 
 
Now to the fillies, Miyabi Gold and Silvano’s Pride. 
Bernard has ridden them both and says: “Much of a 
muchness here, super fillies but I’d say chances for 
minor money only, I don’t think they can beat the 
males in a field of this calibre.” 
 
He said about Vardy: “Another serious runner. He 
had some difficulties around the bend last time, 
Rainbow Bridge and company got away from him, 
but he regained composure and was reeling them in 
again late, the judge better get his cameras checked 
and ready for this finish.” 

Bernard rode the game Twist Of Fate in his earlier 
career and said: “He’s a lovely horse, gives his best, 
has a place chance. But here is my key to the July. 
In the Sun Met, on 1 February, we raced at level 
weights – all of Rainbow Bridge, Hawwaam, Twist 
Of Fate, Bunker Hunt, Vardy and Do It Again.  
 

“Of all of them, Bunker Hunt is best off at 
the weights (5kg with Rainbow Bridge and 
Vardy, 4,5kg better off with Do It Again and 
1,5kg better off with Twist Of Fate.  
Hawwaam’s form brings Mike de Kock’s 
Soqrat into the reckoning and, if one  
accepts that Hawwaam is better than 
Soqrat, at the weights Bunker Hunt should 
beat Soqrat too.” 
 
He added: “It will be nice to see Mrs Plattner win the 
July, she is overdue a win in the big race.” 
 
OK, Bernie, make up your mind? 
 
And he chuckles: “If I rode Got The Greenlight, I’d 
tip him to win. If I rode Bunker Hunt, I’d tip him to 
win. I’d leave it at that!” 
 
For us, we may have seen the light. A green light, 
well, maybe. But in Bunker Hunt there is serious 
value at 8-1. He won’t start at 8s, there is a proper 
case for getting on him now!  - tt. 

BUNKER Hunt, 8-1 looks a good price, Take it with 
GG Gaming! 

@turftalk1 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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T8 will empower and include fans and fashionistas 

HOW many of the people who attended the Durban July last year will be watching the race this year?  
Sadly, not many. They were not there for the racing! ANGUS CAMPBELL states his case. 

And this is not an especially enlightened observa-
tion, the coverage in the mainstream press on the 
Sunday after the event is all about the celebs and 
the fashion. It is a situation that has been tolerated 
because the full stadium and the massive publicity is 
obviously very welcome for a sport struggling to gain 
mainstream appeal.  
 
Currently, the public find racing complicated, boring 
and, when they find themselves at an event like the 
Durban July, they feel it takes too long. At the July, 
the friction between the party-going guests and the 
racing crowd is palpable. Both groups get excited 
about the event each year but their expectations 
about the day differ greatly. The fashionistas and 
party goers do not understand why the music needs 
to be controlled and why they must wait so long to 
get the party going. Racing fans cannot understand 
why these once-a-year racegoers are not interested 
in the horses and the racing. 
 

It does not have to be this way! It is possible to build 
a new audience who love racing, but this requires 
change and innovation. Many sport businesses 
have faced this dilemma before and have had to 
reinvent themselves to survive and thrive. To do this 
they first had to ask some hard questions; how do 
you interest a new audience? How do you excite 
them? Most NB, how do you get them to care? 
Grabbing attention is one thing, getting people  
invested and involved is another.  
 

Answer, there must be something in it for 
them – does it entertain? Does it make 
them money? Does is help them get atten-
tion and exposure for themselves? Does it 
address something that they care about? 
Does it align with what they believe? 
 
The core of Triple 8 Racing is fast format, easy to 
understand racing but its success is dependent on 
resolving these key issues above through the for-
mation of T8 racing teams. T8 is a team-based rac-
ing competition. Our goal has been to understand 
how to get T8 racing teams to appeal to people and 
to determine how to make these teams address 
core elements around what fans want? 
 
We know that from an economic perspective (and 
Covid-19 has only made this more acute) many 
young entrepreneurs want work. They want to build 

their brands. They want exposure. They want the 
chance to showcase what they can do. They want 
opportunity. They want to grow their businesses. If 
T8 racing teams can provide solutions for these, 
then we will have fans and so much more. We will 
have individuals and companies fighting for racing. 

NO getting away from it, Cater to the right market! 

Fighting to scale the sport. Fighting to bring people 
to race events. Talking about racing directly and 
honestly to the people they are connected to (in the 
real world and on social media). 
 
This is how we built a new audience for the  
Gauteng Summer Cup over the last 4 years – 
through partnership and empowerment. We needed 
access to a new, emerging, black middle class to 
grow the event. We had many young black  
entrepreneurs saying they could bring this market to 
the event. All they needed was some help to get 
started. We provided the basic hospitality infrastruc-
ture and they then got to work sourcing sponsors 
and selling tickets to their areas.  
 
For us to access their markets through traditional 
advertising campaigns would have been very ex-
pensive. Having limited funds forced us to revaluate 
how we spent money and to only invest in things 
that had a guaranteed result (for example, we had 
seen that a billboard advert on a main road in the 
northern suburbs cost R220k for a month. That ad-
vert resulted in 20 enquiries and zero hospitality 
sales. Partnerships with a group of, what we 
termed, social pioneers cost far less and included 
agreements to bring a specified number of  
attendees).  
 
Racing is in a fight to attract a new market and it 
needs something that the public can enjoy and un-
derstand. This something needs to empower and 
include as many people as possible. This is our goal 
for T8 Racing, a racing business that provides a 
racing centred product for people to get their teeth 

into. A racing business that is built by new racing 
fans who are directly invested and who will fight for 
it to succeed.  

When this happens then the 40 thousand people 
who attend the July will tune in to watch the race 
with their friends and family because they  (to p9) 
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
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Quality filly is Lyle’s best ride on July card 
 
REIGNING national champion jockey Lyle Hewitson confirmed that the exciting prospect Caralluma (photo) 
would be his best ride on Vodacom Durban July day. He rides Caralluma in the Grade 2 Zulu Kingdom Ex-
plorer Golden Slipper over 1400m from pole position and said, "Look, they are two-year-olds, anything can 
happen, but I do think she's quality and she is my best on the card,” he told Gold Circle’s David Thiselton. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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ATTRACTING FANS AND FASHIONISTAS (fm p4) 
 
will understand and love the sport, even if they cannot access the track due to a lockdown like the one we 
have this year. 
 
Our dream is to have a season of racing events watched by millions in the same way that soccer and  
cricket events are. Fans enjoying the season and supporting their favourite jockeys and horses. People 
wearing their supporters kit and watching races with friends and families.  
 
Triple 8 Racing is a team-format, fast paced racing series that is built to entertain and makes racing acces-
sible and easy to understand for a new generation of racing fans. – tt.  

GROOMS from Cheveley Stud with Lot 394, a colt by Futura colt from 
Sienna’s Star. On their way to the National Yearling Sale. 

On their way to NYS 
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US sets the trend in doping detection 
THE Maxwell H. Gluck Equine Research Center in Kentucky, USA, is the only scientific institute in 
the United States with nearly all faculty conducting full-time research in equine health and diseases. 

The mission of the Gluck Center is scientific  
discovery, education and dissemination of 
knowledge for the benefit of the health and well-
being of horses. Today, the Gluck Center faculty 
conduct equine research in seven targeted areas: 
genetics and genomics, immunology, infectious  
diseases, musculoskeletal science, parasitology, 
pharmacology, therapeutics and toxicology, 
and reproductive health. 
 
The Center’s Equine Biological Passport (EBP)  
program is aimed at overcoming today’s doping 
challenges and protect the racing industry’s  
reputation for the future. 
 

The EBP program aims to identify specific  
biomarkers that can detect drug use and 
monitors those biomarkers over time. This 
allows us to detect drug abuse that occurs 
anytime in the horse’s development or  
during their performance career. 
 
This project has been developing over the past sev-
eral years as part of the racing industry’s effort to 
renew public awareness of equine safety, integrity 
and transparency.  
 
Its goals are aligned with both industry initiatives 
and stakeholder expectations, enabling distinctive 
separation for future drug violation versus inadvert-
ent medication exposures. This program aims to 
differentiate contaminations from human and non-
human contacts, which don’t effect performance. 
 
The EBP program is a tool that will enable the rapid 
identification of new drugs and measure/monitor the 
physiological effect on the equine athlete. These 
data will be critical in differentiating between inten-
tional doping and accidental contaminants, which 
can smear the industry image and damage the rep-
utation of the horse, the trainer and the owner.   
 
The focus of the equine biological passport project 
in 2019 was the investigation of the concept of pro-
tein biomarkers as an indicator of prohibited sub-
stance abuse. Work is currently being undertaken 
and will continue for the remainder of 2020 to deter-
mine all proteins identifiable in the equine proteome 
by mass spectrometry. The goal is to determine 
what proteins change in response to drug admin-
istrations. Over the next several years, the Center 
will continue to validate and refine the EBP program 
as a future tool for the industry.  - ca.uky.edu 

EBP tests at Gluck Equine Research Center. 

Computaform Express on sale  

ALL members of the racing fraternity who prefer a 
hard copy of ComputaForm Express must note that 
their favourite race card will be on the shelves again 
from The first post-lockdown edition of Computa-
Form Express will have all the fields for the race 
meetings from Friday 24 July to Sunday 26 July. 
 
That means the fields for Vodacom Durban July Day 
will be included in the publication. 
 
The list of stores where the ComputaForm Express 
will be on sale, can be found here. 
 
Punters should also note that ComputaForm  
Express will still be available free of charge online at 
tabonline.co.za. 
 
Unfortunately ComputaForm will not be available in 
hard copy, but will also remain available for free 
online.  -TAB News. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://news.tabonline.co.za/Computaform/ComputaForm-Express
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Meet ya down at the Hog ’n Filly! 

ONE day, when it will make business sense to open a restaurant again, consider a nice pub out Kimberley 
way and reserve the name ‘Hog & Filly’. On the photo, from Mauritzfontein Stud, star runners Queen  
Supreme and Summer Pudding, enjoying a break in a farm paddock, in the company of some friendly wart-
hogs. (Pic: Racing News Social TV). 

http://www.avontuurestate.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

US example not to follow 

THE American number-draw system was instituted in KZN 
to outcries from the public, predictably and sadly, wholly 
ignored, and here’s another US example not to be fol-
lowed: Totalisator windows at railway stations! This photo 
dates back to 1982 at Grand Central station - we’re not 
sure if they’re still in operation, but let this serve as an  
advanced message of disapproval just in case another  
Einstein comes up with a further Americanism: Don’t!  
Imagine betting shops at Johannesburg’s Park station 
(Have a bet and get your throat slashed!), even that fast 
dilapidating station at Cape Town. Just saying, really. Eve-
ryone knows this will never work here in South Africa, but 
you never know. A rocket scientist with a voice and a 
boardroom table to sit at, can achieve strange things. Like 
a security guard with a two-way radio. Power and decision-
making comes in strange, often dim-witted packages. 

Celebrity horse lovers # 269 

CORN-fed farm girl Miley Cyrus was living with 14 pets, 
including a horse, on a $5-million ranch in California, but 
she sold that recently to take care of her latest pet boy-
friend, Cody Simpson, in a smaller, more intimate shack. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

