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YADAV Singh gets results from battlers. 

Yadav Singh’s success 
with moderate horses 

TWO winners and a second from three runners 
will be considered a “good day at the office” for 
any stable. When you have only 10 runners in 
training, like Yadav Singh, those days count as 
especially sweet. 

Singh saddled Orchid Street (5-1) and Jonathan (9-2) 
to victories on the Polytrack at Greyville on Monday, 
while Kinskey’s Tune (5-2), finished second. 
 

Like most trainers without significant buying 
power in their yards, Singh has to scramble 
along with moderate horses, but at 34 years of 
age he has many seasons ahead of him. The 
racing life tends to produce strokes of good  
fortune and Singh is hoping he’ll be on the  
receiving end when “the good horse comes to 
find someone” next. 
 
He was the youngest trainer to receive a licence at 21 
and has saddled only 25 winners since 2008, but run-
ners, and opportunities have been limited and Singh 
tells: “I had a chance for a kickstart with a smart filly 
called Purple Lake, but her owner went belly-up and 
she was sold at a dispersal sale. Kom Naidoo bought 
her and she won four on a trot!” 
 
Naidoo and Yogas Govender are the two well estab-
lished Indian trainers on the block and Shaylen  
Naidoo (who saddled good winner Iron Mike last 
week), is another trying hard upcountry. They’ve all 
shown themselves to be horsemen who can make 
the grade, but for them, like many others, training is a 
labour of love until the luck shot comes along. 
 
Singh says: “You know, at the moment we are pretty 
content with a small string. I’d rather have a small 
string with loyal, paying owners than a large string 
with patrons who don’t pay. That causes so much 
stress in a small stable. 
 
“I’m not going to go begging for owners either. When 
you do that, the owners who come in believe they 
own you, and they feel they can dictate and make life 
hard for you. I don’t want that. We run a professional 
stable. I welcome good new patrons, but they must 

come to me because they want to be in my  
stable.” 
 
For now, Singh says he gets to improve on  
moderate performers by getting them fit and  
placing them well.  
 
“Yesterday Orchid Street and Jonathan were in 
the right races. Orchid Street just needed his runs 
after lockdown. We had him fairly fit for his few 
runs back, but track fit and race fit are different 
things. He was spot on yesterday and won his 
third race from 25 starts. He is owned by my dad, 
Jay Singh, and Vinolan Patchappen, a young  
owner who has been loyal and supportive. 
 
“Jonathan has plenty of gate speed and he keeps 
a high cruise. When it looks like he’s run himself 
off his feet, he kicks again and we found the right 
field for him too. He won well. He is owned by 
Winston Chow, another valued supporter who has 
five more runners with me. 
 
“Kinskey’s Tune was a R20,000 buy, she’s run six 
times for five places and she’s been unlucky to 
bump a few good young horses, like Dennis 
Bosch first-timer yesterday. But she’s a fun (to p2) 
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ORCHID Street (Tristan Godden), an easy winner for Yadav Singh. (Candiese Lenferna). 

YADAV SINGH (fm p1) 
 
horse to own, she pays her way and everyone is 
happy.” 
 
Singh grew up near Clairwood racecourse and with 
his father being a colour-holder and racing lover, 
there weren’t many guesses as to where his career 
would unfold. “I’ve loved the game, and the horses, 
since childhood. My dad has owned horses for 40 
years, he has a share of Orchid Street and is still 
supportive. His best horse was Covetous, who was 
trained by Doug Campbell, and many years ago we 
were also friendly with the owners of star runners 
Taban and Command Control.” 
 
He cut his teeth under Noeleen Peach, Weiho  
Marwing, Tony Rivalland and the late Cyril Naidoo, 
trainers with a variety of strengths, and says: “I 
learnt, I picked up things from all of them. They had 
different methods, different ways of feeding and so 
on, and I developed my own ways. They all did what 
worked for them, I am doing what works for me  
using the knowledge I’ve gained.” 
 
Singh is on the right track, because he’s getting  
value and performances from chuck-outs and mod-
erate horses. That will stand him in good stead,  
always, and that stroke of good fortune may well 
come.  -tt. 

They’re after Got The Greenlight! 

GG Gaming’s Gary Lentin reports good activity 
in the Vodacom Durban July market.  
 
This year, he says, there is markedly more interest 
than in the last several years, and punters are  
nibbling at prices all round. “They’re asking for 9-2 
and better on Belgarion and 5-1 or better on Rain-
bow Bridge,” said Lentin. 
 
He reported much interest in Got The Greenlight, 
trading at around 8-1 and said that, Belgarion aside, 
punters were looking for the best odds on Bunker 
Hunt. “They want Joe Soma’s horse, they’re coming 
for him. Bunker Hunt is getting most attention of the 
Snaith runners, Do It Again has gone quiet.” 
 
Lentin said that GG Gaming will accommodate  
requests for “stretches” where they could, and  
punters are invited to mail Kerry Hawke on  
kerry@gggaming.bet with their queries. Also see 
their special offer on page 11 of this edition. 
 

LATEST JULY BETTING WITH GG GAMING: 
 

7-2 Belgarion, 9-2 Rainbow Bridge, 8-1 Bunker 
Hunt, Got the Greenlight, 10-1 Vardy, 12-1 Do It 
Again, 13-1 Soqrat,, 20-1 and better the others. 

Full betting board here. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:kerry@gggaming.bet
https://www.gggaming.bet/Sports-Betting/horse-racing/south-africa/greyville/1579#race-575045
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Snaith is soaring in racing’s premier league 
IN an interview with trainer Justin Snaith in 2005, journalist Nicci Garner of Racing Express  
headlined her story: “Snaith’s youthful exuberance gives an old sport a new look”, writes DAVID 
MOLLETT. 

They were to prove prophetic words. In the past 15 
years the Snaith stable has soared to the premier 
league of the sport, received the champion trainer 
trophy and will saddle five runners in Saturday’s 
Vodacom Durban July at Hollywoodbets Greyville. 
 
Garner’s in-depth profile about the then 30-year-old 
makes interesting reading as it documents Snaith’s 
early grounding in racing which was to prove vital in 
launching his career. 
 
Even today, 15 years later, not everyone will know 
that Snaith — after matriculating — flew to Australia 
to spend a year with leading trainer David Hayes. In 
golfing terms, that is like being tutored by Gary 
Player for 12 months. 
 
On his return, young Snaith became assistant to his 
father Chris and shortly afterwards was offered a 
job by St John Gray. 
 
Snaith quipped: “My father said if I could put up with 
St John for a year, then I could handle any owner. 
He was a hard taskmaster, but I learnt an enor-
mous amount in the year I was with him.” 
 
His next stop was working for legendary Cape  
trainer Mike Bass and when Garner caught up with 
him, he and his brother Jonathan had branched out 
on their own. The stable finished in sixth place in 
the 2004 trainers’ log. 
 
This week all that grounding — in contrast to his 
father who rarely engaged with the media — will be 
helpful as he fields hundreds of questions regarding 
his quintet of July runners. 
 
What he will be most aware of is that stable star Do 
It Again can make racing history if he can beat 
home 17 rivals on Saturday. No horse has won 
SA’s most famous race three times, but Anton Mar-
cus’s mount goes into the race boasting victories in 
2018 and 2019. 
 
Perhaps — like Enable who was on a similar mis-
sion in the 2019  Arc De Triomphe — it will be a 
bridge too far. Nevertheless, Do It Again’s recent 
third behind Rainbow Bridge will have encouraged 
his supporters and his wellbeing was there for all to 
see at Thursday’s final gallops. 
 
So what of the Snaith stable’s other big race 
hopes? 
 
Belgarion: Now, at around 4-1, the co-favourite 
with Rainbow Bridge and — for months now — 
Snaith has been sweet on his chance. His aim was 
to get the six-time winner in with a handy weight 
and that goal has been achieved. However, there 

JUSTIN’s boyish look, 2004. 

are one or two worries about the four-year-old. He 
beat the Greyville 1,900 field with ease, but it was  
not a star-studded field. Also, Richard Fourie will 
have to overcome a wide draw of 17 — one horse 
has won from this position in the past 70 years. 
 
Bunker Hunt: At 9-1. Many pundits rate him the 
best-handicapped horse and I agree. He is 5kg bet-
ter off with Rainbow Bridge on their clash in the Sun 
Met (in which he ran fifth) and he was two lengths 
adrift of Hawwaam in the Premier's, in December. 
Showed he is in top shape in the Drill Hall Stakes. It 
will be a shock if he fails to make the first four. 
 
Miyabi Gold: A 36-1 chance and the price looks 
right. Did finish fifth in 2019’s July under S’manga 
Khumalo and freshened up with a win over 2,000m 
in June. Easy to oppose against the likes of Rain-
bow Bridge, Belgarion and Vardy. 
 
Silvano’s Pride: A 30-1 chance. Useful filly on her 
day and won over 1,400m in June. Won the Woolav-
ington 2,000 a year ago to suggest she should stay 
2,200m which she is trying for the first time. Hard to 
see her follow in the footsteps of female winners Ipi 
Tombe and Igugu. 
 
So the scene is set for the next chapter in the life of 
Justin Snaith, who is now reaping the rewards of 
learning the trade from of racing's best horsemen—
Business Day. 
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Golden Ducat awaits non-essential service 

GOLDEN Ducat, photographed by Candiese Lenferna after his workout at Summerveld this morning and 
reportedly in top shape, is quoted at 20-1 for Saturday’s Vodacom Durban July. At this point, due to the 
NHA’s travelling non-essential policy, he still has no non-essential declared for the race. In looking at Satur-
day’s jockeys index for Greyville, trainer Eric Sands has a choice between senior non-essentials, Donovan 
Dillon and Billy Jacobson (who will both need to waste to ride the Number One Horse (OMG!), at 53kg, and 
apprentice non-essentials Jason Gates, Julius Mphanya and Thabiso Gumede. According to the NHA, “a 
jockey is a jockey”, but we know that stables prefer certain riders to get on board their horses for flagship 
races, especially for owners like Mike Rattray. On the other hand, Golden Ducat may be allowed to run with-
out a jockey—they are non-essential after all, and hence would be a shoe-in at 20-1. Take the odds now!! 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Differing views on Vodacom Durban July format 
BELOW, some letters from our readers on the Durban July format for 2020, and more. 

SIMPLY WAY OUT OF LINE 
 
Dear George Stark, I thoroughly enjoyed your  
article in Turf Talk (July organisers are destroying 
our Michelin-star race, 16 July) and agree 100% 
that the numbering and draw of the horses at  
Hollywoodbets Gold Circle race meetings  is “way 
out of line”.  One racing body should not be allowed 
to change the system. Some things have to be the 
same notwithstanding the fact the Gold Circle 
stands “alone”.  Maybe by the 1st of August they will 
come to their senses and go back to the system 
that was always used and used successfully!! Good 
Luck.  - Vivian Mansour, Johannesburg. 
 

COMPLAINTS TO NO AVAIL 
 
I don't know where Uncle George has been munch-
ing his gourmand delights these past few months, 
but it certainly hasn't been anywhere close to a 
TAB or Gold Circle outlet; nor a purveyor of  
Computaform I (also a plus 60-er) - and others, 
have been moaning for months about Gold Circle's 
insistence of number horses according to their 
draws. To no avail, naturally!!! 
 
-Aargh Aitch Dee 
Ghastlyfontein  

SPEAKING WORDS OF WISDOM 
 

I have read two articles by Mr George Stark, the  
latest a rant about the July numbers and draws. He 
also takes a strange and unrelated swipe at ‘woke’ 
people (of which I am one), and millennials (of which 
I am one). Mr Stark, The Beatles (a band you’d be 
well familiar with as you would've been in in your 40s 
when they were big, sang a song called ‘Let It Be’, 
actually a good tune from a Godforsaken era. Why 
can’t you just let things be, sir? We are lucky enough 
to see a Durban July this year, lucky to race as it is. 
Let things flow, let them be, and good things will flow 
to you in return. Best wishes all racing enthusiasts! - 
Claude Winthorpe-Wessels, Llandudno. 

STAY WITH THE TIMES 
 

I am a racehorse trainer, not in Gold Circle country, 
so  this is not a plug on their behalf. But I think that 
they are doing the right thing in trying to innovate. 
We need to move with the times, stay abreast of  
developments. The number-draw system has been 
used successfully in the US for years, our punters 
will adapt to this after the initial outcry. Let’s stay in 
step. Well done Gold Circle.  - Name and address 
withheld by request. 
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Do It Again is well poised to pull it off 
NOTWITHSTANDING  that no horse has ever won three Julys, let alone three on the trot, in my view, 
Do It Again has the best chance ever to pull it off., writes Turf Talk reader, avid punter and owner, 
ROBERT HASWELL. 

Why has it proved to be so difficult to win a third  
July? After all the race has been run on the same 
track over the distance of 2200m, on the first  
Saturday in July since 1974.  
 
By comparison only thirteen horses have been able 
to win the Triple Crown in the U. S. A., even though 
those three races are for three year olds only and 
run at level weights. The reason is surely because 
all three of those races take place in a 6 week  
period, and critically because the third leg is the 
longest. I was privileged to see the incomparable 
Secretariat complete the treble in 1973, by many 
many lengths and in record time.  

 
So, what makes the July run a year apart 
so difficult for a three year old to win it and 
repeat the feat at 4 and 5 years of age?  
 
My first July bet was on Jerez in the 1966 rendition.  
 
Based on his win in the Cape Derby, Jerez could 
stay and his win in the Drill Hall Stakes showed he 
also had toe. Turning for home Ernie Duffield, who 
had tipped Jerez, was poised to call him home with 
his trademark "it's all over you can queue up". Alas 
Jerez faltered and to the great joy of only the  
Lambert family, their filly Diza romped home at 40/1. 
 
Succinctly Duffield said "the weight beat Jerez".  
Jerez had carried 57,5 kgs and Diza, wait for it, 44,5 
kgs. Imagine, I wonder if you can, a horse being in 
receipt of 13 kg.? 
 
I cursed and tried to remember not to back the top 
weight in the July ever again. Of course the fact that 
the July was a true handicap meant any horse at 
any price could win, and that is why it became by far 
our most popular race.  
 
Another July truism is that it takes an exceptional 
three year old to win it, and then only if it carries  
bottom weight. The mighty Colorado King who won 
in 1967, is a case in point. If he had not gone to the 
U. S. A., where he set records, who knows how 
many July's he would have won? What we do know 
is that he would have been burdened with more 
weight, while the young pretenders would have  
carried proverbial postage stamps.  
 
Therein lies the rub: the better the horse the more 
weight it has to carry in a handicap such as the July 
in days of yore, and weight does stop horses.  

DO It Again and Richard Fourie. (Wayne Marks). 

However, in recent years the July has morphed into 
less of a handicap. The higher rated horses still carry 
more weight than the lower rated, but the difference 
between the top weight and the bottom weight is 
now significantly less.  
 

So the fact that no horse has ever won three 
July's, is literally history and has little bearing on 
this week's race. In fact, Do It Again, which has 
won the last two July's, carrying 54kgs in 2018 
and 60kgs in 2019, is not even the top weight in 
2020.  
 
Furthermore, Do It Again is 1kg better off with Rain-
bow Bridge which he beat last year. Sure he carries 
a hefty 59,5 kgs but the bottom weighted horses car-
ry 52kgs, or only 8 kgs less than the top weights. In 
terms of the spread of weights then, this year's race 
cannot be compared to historic July's.  
 
Moreover, Do It Again, who admittedly ran below his 
best earlier this year, put in an impressive gallop at 
Greyville last week, recording the fastest 400m to 
finish.  
 
I haven't had a really good winning bet since backing 
the Boks in doubles and trebles to lift the Rugby 
World Cup - someone who shall remain nameless 
taunted me saying I was backing on a wing and a 
prayer, but my retort was "damn right I am backing 
on wings Mapimpi and Kolbe". 
 
So, not only can Do it Again do it again, he also has 
the best chance ever to complete the treble July. 
Given that it has never been done before I am  
looking for 100/1 odds.   - tt. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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ZEUS the Belgian Draft Horse is the largest horse in the world. He is 21 Hands Tall (7 feet) at the shoulder 
and weighs approximately 1500kg. 

Not a statue, he is real! 

http://www.avontuurestate.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Dokoupil’s personal favourite 

ACCLAIMED Equine photographer Martin Dokoupil, said: 
“You have to believe in yourself and that your shots can 
make a difference. Know your sport, keep learning and pro-
mote your work. Experiment and get out there as often as 
you can.” A 'perfect' shot in sports for Martin is the one that 
can make you feel the emotion, tension, struggle, action, 
joy and disappointment.  The former Reuters reporter was 
born in eastern Czech Republic and currently lives on the 
desert border between the emirates of Abu Dhabi and Du-
bai.  He recently listed his five personal favourite shots, 
number one being Simone Blum on DSP Alice (above), 
celebrating her landing gold for Germany on the final day of 
the FEI World Equestrian Games in Tryon, becoming the 
first ever WEG female Jumping champion. “This was a very 
emotional moment and I am happy that I picked the right 
spot to capture it,” said Dokoupil. 

Don’t underrate their intelligence! 
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