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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Monday, 20 July 2020 

NOTHING like a friendly face to brighten up one’s day, but the new Racing Association CEO,  
Natalie Turner, says that appearances can deceive—she can be tough when needs be, and she’s 
intent on proving all the curiously unoptimistic racing fraternity WhatsApp messages about her, 
wrong. She has learnt from the past, wishes to correct mistakes and lead from the front, with an  
improvement of race stakes as her first objective. Her package includes a performance bonus. So 
let’s pose… 

 7 questions to Natalie Turner 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
http://www.kuda.co.za/
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7 QUESTIONS: NATALI E TURNER (fm p1) 
 
TT: Give us some background. You hail from a 
racing family. 
 
NT: I was born in Johannesburg and have lived here 
all my life, I attended Rand Afrikaans University (now 
University of Johannesburg) where I obtained a 
B.com degree in financial accounting. I served my 
articles at an audit firm in Houghton and I began my 
journey with The Racing Association as a senior ac-
countant in 2009. Within a few years I then moved 
into a more managerial position, with my skills fo-
cused on finance, HR and administration.  
 
I have managed the staff of The Racing Association 
for several years. I then took on the role of oversee-
ing and administrating the Work Riders’ Training 
Programme and the Gauteng Jockey Academy, both 
of which fall under the Thoroughbred Horseracing 
Trust. My interest and passion for racing came long 
before my introduction at the RA.   
 
My uncle was the late jockey Gerald Turner, or “GT”, 
as he was affectionately known and for as long as I 
can remember growing up, there was racing in our 
household. All day TV on a Saturday afternoon,  
stable visits, watching my uncle ride work or even 
stealing a visit to the starting stalls before a race. I 
was very young but it left a huge impression on me 
and my love for this sport spans several decades. 
 
TT: You have been under the radar so far, but 
having applied for the position means you  
believe you can make a difference. Elaborate? 
 
NT: I have been under the radar, as many people in 
administrative and financial roles often are. I see this 
part of my career as where I was able to obtain a 
huge wealth of knowledge, especially throughout this 
industry. I’ve had the opportunity to work with many 
skilled business people who not only have taught me 
many things in the Boardroom but also in general 
through their passion for this sport. I believe the tim-
ing is right for me to take on this challenge as we 
begin to navigate the road to create real transfor-
mation and rebuilding of the industry. It is this experi-
ence, paired, with the necessary skills and enthusi-
asm which will make me an integral part of this strat-
egy team. I have a supportive Board in place to 
make these decisions with and I identify with their 
ethos and strategy on both a professional and per-
sonal level. 
 
TT: You worked in the previous RA  
administration for a long time and you will know 
most of what was going on. Of course, it’s early 
days yet, but is there anything you won’t do  
during your tenure? 

NT: I believe that we need to be more inclusive and 
certainly more engaging with our members, owners 
in general and all role players in the industry.  
Communication, communication and more commu-
nication are key, along with transparency. People 
are a lot more willing to accept ideas and get  
behind them if they know the details of how we  
arrived there and were along for the process. 
 
TT: This is a high-profile and also a strategic 
position in which, for example, you will have to 
serve on the NHA Board. You are known as a 
friendly and gentle person. Are you ready for 
the unholy alliance of advocates and others 
who make a living from overwhelming people 
with power talk and legal mumbo-jumbo? In 
other words, do you have a ‘tough cookie’ side 
and can you stand your ground? 
 
NT: Absolutely, don’t let the friendly disposition fool 
you. Whilst I truly value the good relationships I’ve 
developed over time, and I respect my peers in the 
industry as well as their respective positions, I un-
derstand what is needed to stand my ground.  
 
I don’t believe I’ll be swayed with power talk, I be-
lieve in obtaining as much knowledge as I can on 
something, to be able to engage meaningfully. I ask 
many questions and respect people who may have 
more knowledge on a topic than I do. However, I 
know my comments and contributions add value 
and a good blend of those will enable me to work 
successfully within the industry and amongst the 
industry role players.  
 

I have humility, but that certainly doesn’t 
mean I lack confidence in my abilities and 
my opinions, I think it makes me a better 
leader and I’m able to arrive at the correct 
decisions for the industry and not just for 
my personal ego. 
 
TT: You presently have the support and  
protection from a strong board who won’t be 
there forever. Are you ready to face criticism 
and people openly gunning for you? The RA’s 
new transparency will help, but still, the knives 
will be out. 
 
NT: I believe my work will speak for itself, there will 
always be criticism and some of it not so  
constructive. However, I am accountable and have 
strong personal and professional values. I’ll take it 
on the chin and continue to make sure I strive to 
keep my head in the game and focused on achiev-
ing the results I need to achieve. If it were easy, 
everyone would do it. 
 

(to page 4) 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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7 QUESTIONS: NATALI E TURNER (fm p1) 
 
TT: In your view, what are the most important 
functions of the RA going forward? 
 

NT: Stakes, and with that comes programming. 
Stakes are one of, if not the most important as-
pects to an owner, as the ultimate result, affects 
them directly. We have a responsibility to review 
the funding model for racing and to conclude a 
new stakes agreement, using industry assets to 
generate revenue for a sustainable future. 
 
To improve the ownership experience through  
technology and modern marketing of the sport. Bring 
it into a digital space to grow potential new markets, 
make it aspirational but attainable through racing 
clubs, syndicates or fractional ownership. 
 
I believe we also have a responsibility to drive and 
support transformation throughout the industry. To 
ensure a greater representation of colour, gender 
and age. What that really means to me is to facilitate 
creating a level of excellence in the various employ-
ment opportunities across the industry. Providing 
skills development in real world scenarios, providing 
education and training as well as mentorship pro-
grammes throughout.  
 
TT: In regards the obvious functions, like attract-
ing new owners, keeping them 100% happy and 
improving their racing experience, what do you 
have in mind? 
 
NT: As you’ve mentioned before, I was previously 
working under the radar, I am aware that many mem-
bers do not know me and many people on the ground 
in our centres around the country do not know me. 
My first plan is to get out there, introduce myself and 
establish those relationships, with employees, lead-
ers, owners and even the media. I want to gain as 
much knowledge and perspective as I can and re-
view the current experiences and initiatives the RA 
has in these regions. Where changes are necessary, 
implement them quickly. Membership processes 
need to be efficient and professional throughout and 
this is something I will focus on in my first few months 
in the role. 
 
From there I’d like to build on this to create a new 
tiered membership base that includes all owners by 
virtue of them paying Nomination and Declaration 
Fees, one that is more inclusive and which will be in 
line with a new progressive MOI which I will be  
working to develop over the next six months. 
 
Lastly and again something that we must strive for in 
order to keep this positive momentum of change and 
accountability going, is to work together. I look for-
ward to engaging with all stakeholders and to face 
my challenges head on. I appreciate the fact that I 
have a very strong and supportive Board and the will 
is there to affect major change. This is a new  
beginning and I believe a positive move toward the 
future of racing.  - tt. 

Smoke where there is fire! 

ASHLEY Fortune’s stable is bang in form. She  
posted another winner when Winter Smoke (3-10 
favourite), delighted punters with a smart win over 
1200m at Greyville on Sunday in the hands of Aldo 
Domeyer, a factor which would’ve boosted punter 
confidence. “She’s a lovey filly with plenty of speed, 
she does everything right,” said Fortune. Domeyer 
said: “She’s laden with ability and natural gate 
speed. There’s many, many layers to her, I think 
she’s close to the best two-year-old in the country.” 
Winter Smoke is by What A Winter from Chatanoo-
ga Chuchoo (Cataloochee) and has a bright future. 
Interesting, too, is that Aldo, as an NHA non-
essential, had a chance to actually ride her in KZN. 
As reported here and elsewhere, he had travelled 
from KZN to Cape Town and back again during July, 
and while he did not ride work or in a race in Cape 
Town, he travelled, still. Isn’t no travelling the point 
for non-essentials? The NHA has declined to  
answer queries in this regard, because the jockey 
travelling debacle is a fire they cover with smoke. As 
previously suggested, the NHA is an organisation 
very similar to our honourable government, who  
allowed over 100 mask-less funeral-goers to go and 
ball their eyes out at a state burial this weekend. 
Rules are flexible when it suits them, and they don’t  
have to answer to anybody. tt. 

“We’re on the lookout..” 

@turftalk1 
ON TWITTER 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Racing in the mainstream media 
For the right reasons too... 

RACING news in the mainstream media is good. The Sunday Tribune at the weekend carried Candiese 
Lenferna’s photo of Do It Again in his compression suit on their front page, with some Durban July news. In 
“Die Son”, the well-read Afrikaans paper in Cape Town, writer Hannes Schoeman picked up on Turf Talk ’s 
guest column by George Stark, who slated the Durban July organisers for messing with the traditional num-
ber-draw format of the race. This, we’d argue, is also a good news report, because it will come to the  
attention of the powers that be. Nothing will be done about it, no doubt, but maybe next time, before they 
reduce horses to numbers with idiotic decisions or try to be ‘American’ here in Africa, they’ll think twice.  In 
the headline from Die Son, ‘BASE’ means bosses, and ‘GELOOI’, for upper-class Durbanites, and others 
who pretend not to understand Afrikaans, means, ‘Arse-Whipped’.  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/


7 

 

https://www.gggaming.bet/Account/Register


8 

 

http://www.99c.co.za/


9 

 

Brave Tin Soldier - a cool dude who needs company 

STORM Cat’s son Brave Tin Soldier has sired two Gr1 winners in Rabada (now a stallion himself), 
and Brave Mary, and he was champion freshman (winners to runners), in 2014. 

Brave Tin Soldier achieved this while having infertili-
ty issues and limited opportunities at Summerhill, 
standing at R15,000 a jump. He’s had four almost 
empty seasons behind him, no support forthcoming, 
but with another brilliant win by Running Brave to 
remind us that this stallion is still alive and well, Jill 
Fox of The Fort Stud is keen to get him a few well-
deserved mares this season at 5k a pop, live foal. 
And that’s negotiable. 
 
Brave Tin Soldier moved to The Fort two years ago 
and Fox told Turf Talk: “He’s only 16, he’s a wonder-
ful chap with a beautiful temperament, and he is in 
very good health. It’s a pity that a stallion with his 
blood is not getting any support, but we’re hoping 
yesterday’s win by Running Brave will get some in-
terest going again. He’s the only stallion in KwaZulu-
Natal with Gr1 winners to his name.” 
 
Fox elaborated: “Infertility issues is the one thing a 
stallion doesn’t need. We’ve done all sorts of tests 
with Brave Tin Soldier and we know that his sperm 
stays alive for five to six hours, as opposed to 48 
hours for fertile stallions. 
 
“We’ve worked him out, we can overcome this. Last 

season he covered 10 mares and we got nine in 

foal. The secret lies in the ovulation time of mares, 
which is normally at night. He has to cover his 
mares five hours before they ovulate at night. That 
does the trick.” 
 
Avontuur’s star stallion VAR and the Scott Bros re-

tired iron man Mogok are the only other sons of 
Storm Cat to have served at stud here, VAR is still 
active, and sending a mare Brave Tin Soldier’s way 
may not be such a bad idea at all. He’s a keen boy, 
awaiting company, and he delivers!  - tt. 

BRAVE Tin Soldier. 
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CRAIG Zackey rides them home from anywhere, at any price. Witness Moon in June here. Get on Vardy, 
boys, you’ll have a run for your cash! (Candiese Lenferna). 

Twice Over dominates Track and Ball Oaks 
KLAWERVLEI Stud's successful and in-form stallion TWICE OVER (Observatory) has been in fine 
form of late, with his runners scoring all over South Africa recently. 

The dual G1 Emirates Airline Champion Stakes win-
ner came to the fore again this weekend, his fillies 
dominating the finish of Sunday's G2 Track And Ball 
Oaks, run at Hollywoodbets Greyville. 
  
Twice Over's four-year-old daughter MOON IN 
JUNE beat Twice Over's three-year-old daughter, 
and former Klawervlei Farm Sale graduate, BALLET 
SHOES when the pair finished first and third  
respectively in Sunday's postponed Track And Ball 
Oaks, with some top-class fillies and mares finishing 
further back in running. 
  
Bred and owned by Bernard Kantor, Moon In June 
is trained by Robbie Hill and the classy filly was  
ridden to victory by Craig Zackey. 
  
Moon In June, who took her earnings to R357 725 
with her win on Sunday, has now won or placed in 
nine of her 16 starts. 
  
Her promising paternal half-sister Ballet Shoes, third 
to unbeaten Triple Tiara winner SUMMER  
PUDDING (Silvano) in the G2 Wilgerbosdrift SA 
Oaks at her previous start, confirmed her promise 
when finishing less than two lengths off the winner, 
and it will surely not be long, before this Candice 
Dawson trained filly picks up a decent prize herself. 

Also sire of dual Vodacom Durban July winner DO 
IT AGAIN, who will bid to make it three in a row 

when he lines up in Saturday's G1 Vodacom  
Durban July, Twice Over has had another good sea-
son in 2019-2020 with his other notable performers 
including R3 000 000 plus earner INVIDIA and  
Kenilworth Cup runner up SWIFT SURPRISE. 
  
The four time G1 winning Twice Over has nine lots 
on offer at the upcoming Emperors Palace National 
Yearling Sale.  - tt. 

Enable’s big rivals may 
skip King George 

THREE potential challengers to superstar Enable are 
set to bypass Saturday’s Qipco King George VI & 
Queen Elizabeth Stakes, while connections of the 
dual winner are confident she has made significant 
physical progress as she bids for a historic third vic-
tory at Ascot. 

The trainers of Derby fifth English King and last 
year’s Queen Elizabeth II Stakes winner King Of 
Change outlined alternative plans for their runners, 
while last year’s Prix du Jockey Club winner Sottsass 
is unlikely to feature among the runners. 
 
Their likely absence leaves Magical and Japan as 
the chief market threats to Enable.—Racing Post. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
http://www.mrphy.co.za/
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Non-essentials of colour prove their worth! 

FIVE individuals of colour, registered as non-essentials with the National Horseracing Authority, rode eight 
of the nine winners between them at Kenilworth on Saturday. Sihle Cele posted a double (including Brave 
Tiger on the photo), Robert Khati and apprentice Joshwin Solomons also rode two apiece, Morne Winnaar 
and non-essential work rider Sibusiso Booi booted home one each. Well done to all, and for throwing white 
non-essential Corne Orffer a bone in Race 4. (Pic: Wayne Marks). 

http://www.avontuurestate.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

First base in Stallion’s World 

AT Drakenstein Stud, new stallion One World (right) is  
getting ready for his first breeding season, teasing some 
barren mares. In shot here with him is multiple Group 1 
winner Inara (left).  Soon, One World will be skipping these 
first-base duties to get right on with the job at hand. The 
super son of Captain Al has a full book for 2020 and won’t 
have time for informal flirting. 

SA racing history: 20 July 2010 

EXACTLY ten years ago today, on 20 July 2010, Andrew 
Fortune rode two winners at Durbanville—Al Masri and 
Take Over Bid for Joey Ramsden. This colourful champion 
is still a good part of our industry today, having emerged as 
a top horseman in training ranks too. On that day, Dean 
Kannemeyer saddled a pair of winners, and Karl Neisius, 
Felix Coetzee, Bernard Fayd’Herbe, MJ Byleveld and Karis 
Teetan also got on the board. We’re a country of racing 
legends, we keep producing them, and we probably will 
continue to do so despite efforts to change the fabric of our 
game, and the dark works of corporate small-appendages 
to satisfy greed and personal egos. Through it all, we fight 
on. Where were you on 20 July, 2010? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
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