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RONNIE’S Candy will be the one to beat in Sunday’s KZN Breeders Mile. (JC Photos). 

St John Gray wants to take candy from the kids 

IF you hear the name St John Gray in discussions among punters at bookmaker or tote premises, 
what will become obvious is that the Randjesfontein trainer is held in high regard, writes DAVID 
MOLLETT. 

Since saddling his first winner in 2008, owner-
breeder St John Gray has sent out a steady stream 
of winners and he reached the milestone of 1,000 
successes in December 2019. 
 
What is noticeable is the high number of wins racked 
up by some of his charges. The list includes Where’s 
My Chop (12 wins), Dawn Assault (11), Formation 
(11), Captain Aldo (10), Yer-Maan (10) and Dance-
withedevil, his first grade 1 winner, with nine wins.  
 
In a way, one could liken his operation to that of 
English Premier League club Leicester City. They 
have held their own in recent seasons and even 
managed to win the championship. Similarly, St 
John Gray wins a lot of minor races, then pops up 
with a grade 1 winner. 

This happened at Turffontein in June when Ronnie’s 
Candy, under a well-judged ride by Piere Strydom, 
won the grade 1 Princess Charlene Empress Club 
Stakes, beating Vistula and hot favourite Queen’s 
Supreme. 
 
Ronnie’s Candy heads to Hollywoodbets Greyville 
on Sunday to take on five-time winner Mississippi 
Burning in the R500,000 KZN Breeders Mile. Adam 
Marcus’s filly is enjoying an outstanding season but 
just might find her year-older rival too smart for her. 
 
The form of the Empress Club points to Ronnie’s 
Candy as the one to be on as both the second and 
third are classy females. It reads better than Missis-
sippi Burning’s recent defeat of Mary O, though it 
can be argued that the three-year-old           (fm p2) 
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GEORGINA Rose is 3-1 favourite for the KZN Breeders (F&m). (Candiese Lenferna). 

ST JOHN GRAY (fm p1) 
 
was returning from a long break. 
 
Chijmes rates an each-way chance and should earn 
a cheque, but Ronnie’s Candy looks worth a decent 
bet at almost level weights with Mississippi Burning. 
There is a possibility St John Gray could land a fea-
ture race double as Christopher Robin journeys to 
KwaZulu-Natal boasting consistent form and has a 
shout of taking the Golden Sword 1900. Her chief 
rivals could be The Bajou and Master Magic. 
 
Trainer Mike de Kock will be happy with Soqrat’s 
draw for next week’s Vodacom Durban July, and his 
runner Hellofaride makes plenty of appeal in the 
New Predator 1600. The runner with the best merit-
rating is Dennis Drier’s runner Caliente, so this will 
be no stroll in the park for Callan Murray’s mount 
with In Auro also entering the reckoning. 
 
Garth Puller and Anton Marcus look a strong combi-
nation in the Macrath Stud 1600 in which Georgina 
Rose should give her backers a good run for their 
money. Her rivals include Wendy Whitehead’s Liq-
uid Irish, Sean Tarry’s Spiritofthegroove and Just 
Kidding, who makes the journey from  Turffontein. 
 
Last weekend’s Track & Ball Oaks has been rear-
ranged for Sunday’s meeting and the selection re-
mains the same with Alec Laird’s stayer Chitengo 
taken to get home ahead of Pomander, Ballet 
Shoes and Return Flight. That Candice Dawson 
sends down Ballet Shoes from Gauteng suggests 
she is expecting a big run, and Richard Fourie is an 
eye-catching jockey booking.  - tt. 

KZN BREEDERS MILE 
1 (9) Ronnie’s Candy 

2 (2) Mississippi Burning 
3 (4) Chijmes 

4 (1) Running Brave 

TRACK & BALL OAKS 
1 (5) Chitengo 
2 (1) Pomander 

3 (11) Ballet Shoes 
4 (3) Return Flight 

MACRATH STUD 1600 
1 (3) Georgina Rose 

2 (8) Liquid Irish 
3 (6) Spiritofthegroove 

4 (1) Just Kidding 

GOLDEN SWORD 1900 
1 (1) Christopher Robin 

2 (3) The Bayou 
3 (11) Master Magic 

4 (8) Paths Of Victory 

NEW PREDATOR 1600 
1 (3) Hellofaride 
2 (11) Caliente 
3 (5) In Auro 

4 (8) Final Attempt 

MOLLY’S BIG-RACE TIPS 
FOR GREYVILLE SUNDAY 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Natalie Turner is appointed CEO of the Racing Association 

THE Board of the Racing Association has announced the appointment of Natalie Turner to the role 
of CEO with immediate effect. 

The RA suspended the recruitment process during 
the temporary closure of racing, which in turn led to 
Phumelela moving into business rescue. With the 
resumption of horse racing and the injection of fund-
ing into Phumelela by Mary Oppenheimer Daugh-
ters (MOD), they decided to finalize the process. 
 
The RA said that numerous applications were  
received and narrowed down to eight candidates all 
of whom were interviewed. It was further narrowed 
down to two and Natalie stood out as the best per-
son for the job.  
 
Natalie joined the RA after completing her articles 
and holds a B. Com degree in Financial Accounting. 
She currently manages Finance, HR and Admin-
istration. In addition, she oversees the transfor-
mation projects of The Thoroughbred Horse Racing 
Trust. In the absence of a CEO she has impressed 
the Board with her business acumen and strong 
work ethic. 
 
The RA’s acting Chairman, Brian Riley, commented: 
“In the interest of transparency, the Board has 
agreed a package which includes an annual incen-
tive bonus subject to the achievement of various 
objectives documented in her performance contract. 
The performance contract will be agreed by the 
Board before the end of July and be posted on  
the RA website for members to access. 

“I trust you will join me in congratulating Natalie and 
wishing her every success in her efforts to protect 
the interests of the horse racing and improve the 
enjoyment experience for members,” he said.  - RA. 

NATALIE Turner. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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There is some value about Sean Tarry’s VDJ runners 

SEAN Tarry's two Vodacom Durban July winners, Pomodoro and Heavy Metal, jumped off at odds 
of 28/1 and 16/1 respectively and this perhaps augurs well for this year's race where he runs 20/1 
shot Shango and 35/1 chance Tierra Del Fuego, writes DAVID THISELTON. 

Tarry's pair could be viewed as two of the most un-
exposed horses in the field. 

Shango was still immature when winning the pres-
tigious Grade 2 TAB/Betting World Dingaans going 
away in impressive style. The Captain Of All colt 
later had to miss the Grade 2 Gauteng Guineas af-
ter a minor setback so did not have an ideal  
preparation for the Grade 1 SA Classic and at the 
time of the latter race the yard had a significant 
number of horses suffering from high temperatures. 
 
He duly ran below par but then proved he would 
stay the July trip by going close in the Grade 1 SA 
Derby. His next run was in the Grade 1 Daily News 
2000 and Tarry said beforehand, "Shango is doing 
very well but I think this run will bring him on for the 
July. He does well in Durban and once there I ex-
pect to see him make good improvement." He was 
duly left a touch flat-footed at the top of the straight 
before running on strongest of all for a 3,05 length 
fourth. His recent preparation was thus similar to 
Pomodoro's 2012 July preparation. Pomodoro fol-
lowed a dead-heat victory in the SA Derby with a 
staying on 4,75 length fifth in the Daily News before 
winning the July. 

Four-year-old Tierra Del Fuego's run in the Cham-
pions Challenge makes him possibly one of the 
best value horses in the July. 

Tarry said conservative tactics had been  
deliberately deployed in the Champions Challenge 
as it was the first time Tierra Del Fuego had been 
trying a middle distance trip. The long striding Skitt 
Skizzle colt ran on well from near the back of the 
field for a five length third. He should stay the Holly-
woodbets Greyville 2200m.  He finished just 1,50 
lengths behind Soqrat in the Champions Challenge 
but is now 4kg better off with him in the July. Soqrat 
is quoted as a 13/1 chance and Tierra Del Fuego is 
22 points longer. 
 
Tierra Del Fuego jumps from draw eleven which is 
the draw, together with draw 8, which has produced 
the most July winners in the last 70 years. Shango 
also has a good draw of seven. Shango is known 
as a lazy work horse but stretched out nicely at  
Hollywoodbets Greyville at the July Gallops on 
Wednesday. Tarry said, as he had predicted,  
Shango was thriving in Durban. Tarry was also 
pleased with Tierra Del Fuego's July gallop at 
Randjesfontein earlier in the week.— Gold Circle. 
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BEAR Again (winning): The Happy Valley 1650 is his ‘pet’ course and distance.  (Supplied). 

SA-bred Bear Again takes earnings to over ZAR6-mil 

CTS graduate Bear Again has won his third race in Hong Kong. He took the Class 3 Shing Ping 
Handicap over 1650m at Happy Valley on Wednesday night, at the last meeting of the 2019/20 HK 
racing season. 

Bear Again, in his customary handy position, kept 
up his strong pace, fought on resolutely for jockey 
Blake Shinn and won by a neck from the favourite, 
Alpha Hedge. 
 
Trainer David Ferraris, quoted as saying that the 
1650 at Happy Valley is Bear Again’s ‘pet distance’, 
was again delighted to see this R450,000 buy from 
the 2016 Cape Premier Yearling Sale come home 
to a popular success and he said: “He’s won three 
races this season, very good for a bargain buy. 
We’ve done well here with relatively cheap South 
African horses. 

“Bear Again is quite amazing. This was a very gutsy 
performance under top weight, and he was well 
handled by the Australian Blake Shinn, a really good 
rider. A big thank you to Frank Robinson and Gavin 
Van Zyl for choosing him.” 
 
Bear Again, by VAR from Frequent Flyer (Silvano), 
was bred by Maine Chance Farms. He raced under 
the name of Flying Free in South Africa where he 
won and ran fourth in both the Gr2 Golden Horse-
shoe and Gr2 Dingaans. His earnings in Hong Kong 
has gone to HK$2,798 500, the equivalent of  
approximately ZAR6,1-million.  - tt. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
http://www.mrphy.co.za/
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TALK OF THE TOWN is a bull of a 
horse, as can be seen on this 
Chase Liebenberg photo taken at 
the VAR stallion’s introduction day 
yesterday. “He was well received,” 
said Pippa Mickleburgh of Avontuur 
Stud. “The VAR syndicate mem-
bers will be supporting him as a 
‘replacement’ for his own sire, if 
that is the right way of putting it, 
and there are further shares availa-
ble to which we have had several 
commitments. He will be the only 
son of VAR at stud, he is a beauti-
ful specimen. We know it won’t be 
easy to market him, but he will 
have Avontuur’s full support to 
start. He will stand at R7,000 at live 
foal from this season , but the in-
voice will only be raised in 2022, to 
help our fellow-breeders with extra 
time to pay. This is not a proposal 
you will find elsewhere.” 

Talk Of a Good Deal! 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Sons of the racing fathers 

AN old family pic: Former UK star jockey Kieren Fallon 
with young Cieren Fallon, who rode his first Gr1 winner last 
week. Below (middle) is Leo Dettori, son of Frankie, in a 
recent photo. “Very proud my son Leo has started working 
as head barman at his friend’s brand new bar, Stanley’s, in 
Chelsea,” tweeted Frankie. 

Who really wears the pants? 
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