
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Thursday, 16 July 2020 

THE Durban July was like a fine dining experience. This year, perhaps not, says uncle George. 

Why mess with the ‘fabric’ of Durban July? 
OUR MICHELIN-STAR RACE IS SCRAMBLED THIS YEAR 

TODAY, I wish to take racing fans and punters on a culinary adventure. I have sent in two photos for 
Turf Talk to print which I think will explain how I feel about this year’s Vodacom Durban July, writes 
GEORGE STARK. 

Look at the first picture, this is of a fillet of beef  
prepared in a Michelin-star restaurant. The second 
picture is of a fillet of beef prepared by an amateur 
chef who had access to give or take the same  
ingredients. 
 
Tell me, fellow eaters, which dish would you take a 
delight in tucking into – the beautifully presented 
one or the unintelligent scramble? 
 
You will notice that the Michelin dish has everything 
perfectly in place. The fillet, in the right position, 
there is hispi cabbage in there, a small piece of 
sauteed scallop, mango tangle and dark lemon jus, 
everything blends for a perfect outcome. And they 
won’t mess with the presentation, because it works! 
 
In the other offering you have slices of meat hidden 
away under cabbage with what could be  
cucumber or aubergine, something green and 
something unappetisingly unidentifiable. The result 
is an onset of nausea before you eat, though in the 
end, come what may, meat is meat and a man must 
eat! 
 
The Durban July is something like 124 years old, a 
rock- solid institution uninterrupted by wars, famine, 
bell-bottoms, men on the moon and fake pandem-
ics. It is South Africa’s Michelin-star racing event, in 
fact a Michelin star social event that even woke 

people and dreamy millennials tend to take note of 
while they break down statues and wait for the 
ozone to heal. 
 
A racing scribe once wrote that every race has a 
“fabric” – a Maiden Plate, a Graduation, a handicap, 
and then of course a Met or a Summer Cup or a 
Durban July.  
 

Of all these, the July, over more than one-tenth 
of a millennium, has formed a “fabric”. You now 
what you are dealing with, which horses are 
running, how they are handicapped and how to 
study form for the race.  
 
Over many years, one learned to associate certain 
numbers, or brackets of numbers, with a certain type 
of horse. And, in your mind, you’d form associations 
of numbers with certain draws.  It’s a part of the col-
lective racing brain, arguably a part of a collective 
mass of people who can read and write (i.e. about 
51% of the SA population, which is a majority). 
 
In 2020, the powers that be have created a mish-
mash of a ‘July’ dish - pieces of fillet hidden under 
stale leaves with strips of  greying cucumber added 
for a good nauseating effect. We now have numbers 
and draws which are the same, a mesmerizingly 
confusing departure from tradition.        (to page 2) 
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THE FABRIC OF DURBAN JULY (fm p1) 
 
Do It Again, who should have been Number 3, is 
Number 18 (drawn 18), carrying 59,5kg. Golden 
Ducat (Number 14 in a ‘normal July), is Now  
number 1, with 53,5kg. Check Vardy, Number 9, 
60kg. Let me look for Padre Pio, he should be 
around number 15. Oh no, he is Number 3! 
 

Add to this the near impossibility of studying 
form online and you have a recipe for disaster. 
Scrolling from weight to weight, low to high and 
high to middle merit ratings and vice versa, 
and mixed, trying to compare weights. It’s more 
complicated than a game of Cluedo, and I 
have a feeling Professor Gold killed everyone 
in this Circle with a Stirrup Iron, and the murder 
took place in a Hollywoodbets Lounge! 
 
Please, can someone stand up and say, “This was 
my decision, my proposal.” Then, can someone 
else stand up and say, “I approved this!”. Once 
they’ve owned up, both should be banished to a 20-
hour flight to Cuba in the close company of the 
“Tokolosche”, Nkosazana Dklamini-Zuma. While 
she speaks, for the duration of the 20 hours and 
without her ‘Kopdoek’, for a prolonged, pungent  
experience. 
 
You, organisers of our dear July, have turned the 
Durban July from a Michelin-star dish into some-
thing that looks greasier than KFC’s ten piece-box. 
One can only ask, why. Why, oh, why? What is 
wrong with you? 
 
There was a guy in town a few years ago. He was 
FNB’s head honcho, Manny Djordaan or something. 
His surname was pronounced with a “Dj”, fancy and 
all. He was very much for innovation and tricks. To 
open an FNB account online (today still), you have 
to sing the first two lines of Nkosi Sikelel iafrika, rub 
your nose twice, blink your left eyelid, enter a  
password containing Caps, numbers, symbols,  
algorithms and a hex code backwards and pass a 
clearly audible belly wind into your webcam’s micro-
phone. 
 
Manny, I think, was also the rocket scientist behind 
“paperless” banking, a dreaded disease other 
banks have also caught onto. Imagine “paperless” 
toilets – this is the way it should be with banks, you 
can’t have one without the other! So-called innova-
tion may work for a select bunch of spage-age 
moon calves, but not for the majority of ordinary 
people! 
 
Similarly, the Vodacom Durban July can’t flourish 
and stay popular without it’s known, tried and tested 

“fabric”. Why is this being destroyed? In the name of 
innovation?  

 
There is a way out. We will all forgive the organisers 
of the July if they change things back to the old for-
mat next year. They can all be forgiven on the count 
of Covid-19 madness, a bizarre phenomenon which 
has struck the world, worst here in our Republic.  
 
There is a possibility that the creators of this mess 
will look at my article and say, “Crazy old bat, screw 
him.” I hope and pray this does not happen. We’ll 
forgive and forget, but get it right next year, please 
guys. Give us our Durban July back, the way it 
should be! - tt. 
 
DISCLAIMER: Turf Talk does not necessarily agree 
with or endorse the views of guests columnists. 

GEORGE STARK’S JULY FIELD 

ACTUAL JULY FIELD 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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BSA innovates with interactive Zoom platform 
PROSPECTIVE buyers will be able to enjoy Bloodstock South Africa’s latest auction sales  
innovation when bidding on the Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale on 31 July and 1 August.  

Live on-screen technology platforms have gained 
appreciation during the lockdown months and 
Bloodstock South Africa will make thoroughbred 
sales history when they offer an interactive sales 
platform utilizing Zoom. 

This platform will allow buyers to follow the 
sale and bid at the same time whilst in the 
comfort and safety of their own homes. 

Online bidders will interact with dedicated bid spot-
ters who communicate with the auctioneers. 

 
“Our intention is to create an environment of con-
venience to suit every need. We would also remind 
everybody considering the option of physical at-
tendance versus electronic participation that strict 
protocols, in compliance with government  
regulations, will be adopted at the TBA Complex. 

We will be fully prepared to implement the Covid-
19 operational health and safety aspects, which we 
have all become so used to in our everyday lives,” 
said Michael Holmes, CEO of BSA. 
 
South Africa’s longest standing platform of future 
champions, the 2020 Emperors Palace National 
Yearling Sales will be held at the TBA Complex, 

Germiston. 

• Day 1 is Friday 31 July from 11H30 
Lot 1 – 230 will go through the ring. 

• Day 2 is Saturday 1 August from 11H30 
Lot 231 – 479 will go through the ring. 

Should you wish to make use of this facility, please 
direct inquiries may be addressed to: 

Ashley de Klerk: Mobile – + 27(0)84 514 1723   / 
Email: ashley@equine.co.za 

Please visit www.bsa.co.za for more information. 

Get your eyes on latest news... 
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

@turftalk1 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Enjoying last few strolls at Sandown 

YEARLINGS at James Armitage’s Sandown Stud pictured on an afternoon walk yesterday. They’ll be trav-
elling to the TBA complex at Gosforth Park next Monday and Armitage said: ‘I am very happy with our 
draft. It will be interesting to see how the market reacts to yearlings who are more advanced than if the sale 
was to be held in its normal time slot, also how this crop will perform as racehorses. I am quietly confident 
of a good sale.” Sandown has eight on offer, including fillies by Silvano and Kingsbarns, also two colts and 
two fillies apiece by Flower Alley. “Our two colts by Flower Alley are especially nice,” Armitage said. 
“People tend to ignore computer matings but according to Karel Miedema these two colts have excellent 
nicks. The one is a bay from Moonlit Magic (Azamour), whose first three foals have all won. The other is 
out of Listed placed Moonsong Magic (Windrush). He’s a smart first foal.” Also in the draft is a filly by high-
riding Elusive Fort from seven-time winner So Royal, who has already produced  six multiple winners from 
eight previous foals. 
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NOT sure how they fit these to horses, but here’s Justin Snaith’s Do It Again, pictured at Summerveld, 
sporting a “compression suit”. According to the “Hidez” website, animal compression suits are engineered 
using innovative technology. The panels are designed, cut and sewn to focus on muscle groups. The 
unique design creates a controlled graduated compression to an animal’s body. The suit assists in forcing 
vital blood supplies out of the lower limbs, back into circulation and towards the heart. This process may 
enhance blood flow and oxygen available to an animal’s muscles.  In addition, the process can speed up 
the removal of waste products like lactic acids and carbon dioxide, for vital blood supplies. Good healthy 
blood supplies reduces muscle fatigue by flushing out ‘bad blood’, which aids in the reduction of delayed 
onset muscle soreness. Also, it keeps them nice and warm! (from hidez.com.au) 

He may yet give them a Hide—ing! 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
http://www.mrphy.co.za/
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Baffert wants to prove ‘innocent mistake’  
BOB Baffert, the biggest name in American training, is facing a 15-day ban after two of his horses 
failed post-race drugs tests at Oaklawn Park in Arkansas in May – although the Hall of Famer has 
denied any wrongdoing.  

At a hearing this week, stewards called for Baffert's 
suspension to start on August 1 and Charlatan, who 
won a division of the Grade 1 Arkansas Derby, and 
Gamine, successful in a minor race on the card, to 
be disqualified with prize-money redistributed to 
horses behind them. 

According to reports, the stewards noted 
the pair tested positive for the anaesthetic lidocaine, 
which can help horses following colic surgery. 
 
Baffert, who saddled American Pharoah and Justify 
to Triple Crown glory in recent years, said "All I can 
do is tell the truth and people can be their own 
judge, but it was innocent and it's too bad because 

those horses ran incredible races. I am a big name 
in racing and try to be as careful as possible, but it 
was an innocent mistake, unfortunately and we'll 
appeal and everyone will see what happened." 

“The trace levels of lidocaine found in both Charlatan 
and Gamine would have had no pharmacological 
effect, much less a performance-enhancing one, on 
either horse. Zero,” commented Baffert’s lawyer, 
Craig Robertson III. 

"A suspension of Mr Baffert and a disqualification of 
either horse is completely unwarranted. We will  
pursue our legal rights until justice is obtained."  
- Racing Post. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

A celebrity endorsement 

PRICELESS!  This is how Neil Andrews described  his re-
ceiving of the 2020 National Yearling Sales Catalogue. Get-
ting a feel of a hard copy of a sales catalogue these days is 
like walking barefoot in a mild rainstorm, sharing a pink 
milkshake from a plastic straw, or shaving a beard that’s 
grown too long. “The revised dates are Friday 31st July & 
Saturday 1st August and our Clocking the Gallop 
@YouTube Channel is going to be there. Watch this 
space!” raved Andrews. There was no need for a BSA 
cheque in the mail from Mike Holmes. Andrews endorsed a 
good product here, free. 

US non-essentials with masks 

SARATOGA Race club’s token gesture to Covid-19:  Non-
essential services with masks, outside entrance. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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