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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Tuesday, 7 July 2020 

HAWWAAM with Johnny Geroudis, Sonke Cacambile and Vengi Masawi, before he was loaded onto a 
New Turf Carriers truck en route to Cape Town this morning. (Candiese Lenferna). 

Hawwaam and others to go into quarantine 
STAR colt Hawwaam said good bye to Mike de Kock’s team and Randjesfontein this morning when 
he was loaded on a New Turf Carriers Float to Cape Town. He was joined by stablemates Marshall 
and Najem Suhail. 

The trio will be going into quarantine at Kenilworth 
later this week, where they will remain before being 
shipped on to Mauritius and then to the UK, care of 
JJ van der Linden of Global Bloodstock Logistics 
and Candice Hobday of Hobday Equestrian Enter-
prises. 
 
Van Der Linden said: “They will be joined on the 
flight to Mauritius by Robbie Sage’s Green Laser 
and the unbeaten War Room, who are destined for 
Hong Kong, as well as Eric Sands’ Royal Return 
and Brett Crawford’s Late At Night, who will be  
going to Singapore.” 
 
De Kock noted ten days ago, when Hawwaam won 
the Champions Challenge: “This is an arduous jour-

ney. They will have to spend three weeks at  
Kenilworth and a further 90 days in Mauritius before 
they can travel on to the UK where a further 180-day 
residency will be required should we choose to travel 
to Australia.  
 
De Kock confirmed this morning that SA Nursery 
runner-up Najem Suhail and the up-and-coming 
sprinter Marshall, both owned by Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Khalifa Al Maktoum, will have Dubai as their final 
destination, while Hawwaam’s future will be  
discussed with Sheikh Hamdan but that the  
Australian campaign was being considered. 
 
“I know what it takes to win abroad. Hawwaam is 
good enough to win a race like the Arlington (to p2) 
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HAWWAAM AND OTHERS (fm p1) 
 
Million the US, and he is more than good enough to win a Gr1 in Australia. I’d like to see him race in  
Australia. But look what we have to go through to get there!” 
 
Hawwaam, who is looking a picture, will be accompanied to Cape Town by his groom Sonke Cacambile, 
who will see him off from the quarantine station. When the trio arrives in Mauritius, they will be joined by 
work rider Daniel Baase, a regular in Dubai with previous De Kock strings. 
 
Matthew Sham of New Turf Carriers commented: “The horses will travel to Colesberg today and spend the 
night before travelling on to Cape Town.”  - tt. 

Names, myths and Durban July anecdotes 
VODACOM Durban July fever is building and with just 18 days until the big race the general public 
will be attempting to either match their dreams to the names of July runners or match the latter to 
current events, writes DAVID THISELTON. 

One old July myth is that a good sardine run leads to 
the favourite winning. 
 
Do It Again is likely the most topical name in the field 
as he will be attempting to “do it again” by winning 
the race for a history-making third time in succes-
sion.  
 
This year sees the 50th anniversary of the July be-
ing run over the distance of 2200m and as a 50th 
anniversary is called a “golden anniversary” the 
mare Miyabi Gold and the three-year-old gelding 
Golden Ducat fit that bill. 
 
It is the 25th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II and 
the Duke Of Edinburgh visiting the Greyville race-
course and names which relate to royalty among the 
entries are the fancied Belgarion, who is a mythical 
king, and Sovereign Spirit and Crown Towers, both 
of whom are unlikely to make the final field. 
 
A 25th anniversary is known as a “silver anniver-
sary” so Bunker Hunt is the most appropriate horse 
relating to the royal visit. Nelson Bunker Hunt and 
his brothers attempted to corner the world’s silver 
market in the 1970s and had nearly done so by 
1980 before government intervention saw their em-
pire collapsing.  
 
Got The Greenlight could be a topical name at a 
stretch as many businesses await the government 
greenlight to reopen. 
 
Tristful means sad and this year’s July being run 
behind closed doors will be a sad reality. 
 
A pandemic that can be matched to the COVID-19 
was the Spanish flu which raged about 100 years 
ago between 1918 and 1920 and a hero of that time 

was Padre Pio, who due to a shortage of doctors 
used to administer vaccines himself and it might 
have been the reason he contracted the deadly  
disease himself although he did survive it.  
 
Padre Pio is currently twelfth on the July log. 
 
In 1520, exactly 500 years ago, the Portuguese ex-
plorer Ferdinand Magellan sailed past an  
archipelago off the southernmost tip of the South 
American mainland and saw many fires flicking in 
the darkness. He thus called it Tierra Del Fuego 
(“land of fire”). Tierra Del Fuego was 15th on the 
last July log. 
 
There have been many topical winners of the July 
and three examples are described below. 
 

In June 1960 the Springboks beat the All 
Blacks by 13-0 and both tries were scored 
by the left wing, Hennie van Zyl, who wore 
jersey no. 13. A week later the July was 
won by a horse called Left Wing who car-
ried saddle cloth no 13, so it has ever since 
been known as “The Rugby July.” 
 
In 1981, shortly before the wedding of Prince 
Charles and Lady Dianne Spencer, the July was 
won by a horse called Big Charles. 
 
In 2004 the number ten horse Greys Inn carried the 
South African flag on his saddle cloth to symbolize 
ten years of democracy, he duly won the race. 
 
If you have any topical anecdotes matching a name, 
please let us know. No race is over until the fat lady 
sings and we need all the help we can possibly get!  
- Gold Circle. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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BOB Baffert, US racing’s poster boy, but no longer for the right reasons. 

Second samples of Baffert’s runners said 
to be positive for Class 2 substance 

TWO undefeated horses trained by the Hall of Famer Bob Baffert indeed tested positive for a 
banned substance in Arkansas, a person familiar with the results of the split-sample test said  
on Monday. 

One of the horses, Charlatan, won a division of the 
Arkansas Derby on May 2. The other, a filly named 
Gamine, won the Acorn Stakes at Belmont Park in 
New York on June 20 by nearly 19 lengths in a 
stakes-record time of 1:32.55, a performance that 
inspired talk of the filly taking on the boys in the  
Kentucky Derby, which is scheduled for Sept. 5. 
 
The horses had two samples test positive for  
lidocaine, a local numbing agent, according to the 
person who spoke on condition of anonymity  
because the case had not been fully adjudicated. 
The New York Times reported on the positive tests 
of their first samples in late May. 
 
The anaesthetic is considered a Class 2 drug by the 
Association of Racing Commissioners International, 
and use of it carries a penalty of a 15- to 60-day sus-
pension and a fine of $500 to $1,000 for a first of-
fense. In the absence of mitigating circumstances, 
the horse would also be disqualified and forfeit its 
purse. Charlatan earned $300,000 for first place in 
one of two top races at the Arkansas Derby. 
 
Baffert, who had exercised his right to have a sec-
ond test performed, planned to dispute the findings 
and argue that the positive tests were a result of en-
vironmental contamination by one of his employees, 

said Baffert’s attorney, W. Craig Robertson III. 
 
“This is a case of innocent exposure and not  
intentional administration,” Robertson said in a  
statement.  - full report, New York Times. 

Zack Purton has it sealed 
 
ANY hopes Joao Moreira had in chasing down rival 
Zac Purton were quickly dashed after race 11 on 
Sunday, as the Brazilian copped yet another care-
less riding suspension.  
 

The three-time champ was already suspended 
for Wednesday’s Happy Valley meeting, but will 
now miss the final race day as well, leaving him 
with only Sunday’s Sha Tin meeting to pull off 
the seemingly improbable. 
 
This means Purton has all but won a fourth Hong 
Kong Champion Jockey title, as a current six-win 
lead sits him well and truly in front and hard to run 

down like Beauty Generation in his prime.  
-From TAB News. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/sports/horse-racing/baffert-drug-test-charlatan-gamine.html
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Homeless lives matter! 

MEMBERS of the New Culture Riderz and Fun in the 
Sun Riding raise fists as they ride down Bourbon 
Street, after feeding people in need on Saturday, July 
4, 2020, on Calliope Street and Oretha Castle Haley 
Boulevard in New Orleans. Members of the horse clubs 
New Culture Riderz and Fun in the Sun Riding provided 
breakfasts of eggs, sausage and grits, snacks and wa-
ter to people in need under the Pontchartrain Express-
way before heading on a ride through the city’s French 
Quarter. The clubs plan to host a back-to-school com-
munity event for children and parents once the date for 
the start of school, uncertain due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, is decided.  - Nola.com 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

How much do you love horses? 

AUSTRALIAN racehorse owner Tony Ferraro posted a pho-
to of the atrium at his house, on Twitter, showing his horse, 
Gr1 winner Mourinho. The horse was named after a football 
coach who has long forgotten the art of winning, but the 
idea is cool. Send us yours. Do you have photos of your 
favourite horses on the wall? The arty ones, not those old 
winning photos taken at Gosforth Park in the days we could 
all afford shares. Let’s see them. Thank you, readers. 

No! That’s not Baffert’s truck! 
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