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GLOBAL Drummer, a fluent and unextended winner of the Listed Dahlia Plate. (Pauline Herman). 

They are marching to Global Drummer’s beat 
PORT Elizabeth racing has a new star on the rise in owner Vicky Veeramootoo’s two-year-old  
Global Drummer, who added the Listed Dahlia Plate over 1200m to his Listed East Cape Nursery 
win and did so in commanding style. 

Global Drummer is three from four now, improving 
with every run with apparently all the scope needed 
to compete at the highest level.  
 
He’s smart, and fast, and has an attribute most 
trainers (and jockeys) love to work with – he can 
accelerate off a good cruising speed. 
 
Jockey Stallone Naidoo told Tellytrack interview  
Nadine Low Ah Kee: “It’s crazy. He gets down and 
he quickens. He’s a big boy, he can carry 60kg like 
he did today and he showed his class. He was 
green on the way down, gives me the feel the penny 
hasn’t dropped yet. There is plenty more to come 
from him.” 

Trainer Gavin Smith commented: “The six furlongs 
at Fairview is not easy and he did it the hard way. 
You have to bide your time. He came out running, 
he was in front into a slight headwind. This makes it 
a win full of merit and I am very pleased with him.” 
 
Global Drummer was a R250,000 buy from the 2019 
National Yearling Sale and Smith said: “I am thank-
ful to Vicky Meeramootoo for his support of my yard. 
I had my eye on Global Drummer, wanted him and 
got him with Vicky’s help. He is a businessman in 
the gambling industry, based in Mauritius.” 
 
Smith added: “Several years ago I trained Royal 
Drummer, who won four races for the   (to page 2) 
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GLOBAL DRUMMER (fm p1) 
 
Parker family of Ascot Stud. She’s from the close family of Rock Opera, Heavy Metal and Van Halen and 
has already produced a Gr1 winner in Gulf Storm. I like Global View as a stallion, this one was for me.” 
 
Smith (who celebrated his birthday today) said that Global Drummer was “a real boy”, full of himself and that 
he had to be gelded after his trip to Cape Town to contest the Listed Summer Juvenile Stakes on Sun Met 
Day at Kenilworth, where he was beaten four lengths by Erik The Red. “He was full of beans that day, he 
was chasing  girls and not concentrating.” 
 
Next up, Smith and Meeramootoo will be looking at something bigger, a step up in perhaps KZN on July 
Day, where the Gr1 Golden Horseshoe over 1400m could be Global Drummer’s next target.  - tt. 
 

BSA buys rack up Graded races at Scottsville 

BLOODSTOCK South Africa, fresh off celebrating a big weekend last week, once again proved the 
toast of the country, when three of its graduates won graded races at Hollywoodbets Scottsville on 
Saturday  

Saturday's G1 Allan Robertson Championship was 
a particular triumph for Bloodstock South Africa, 
with BSA graduates, Vernichey, Ecstatic Green, 
War Of Athena and Winter Smoke filling the first 
four placings! 
  
Last season's Equus Champion 3YO Filly Celtic 
Sea, a R325 000 buy from the 2017 National  
Yearling Sale, successfully defended her title when 
she won Saturday's G1 South African Fillies Sprint 
(1200m) for trainer Sean Tarry, jockey Gavin  
Lerena and owners Antony and Angela Beck. 
 

The Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein bred 
four-year-old picked up her third G1  
victory, and fifth graded win overall, when 
downing some of the country's speediest 
fillies and mares in Saturday's sprint.  
 
Seemingly beaten close home, Celtic Sea fought 
back gamely, under a fine ride from Gavin Lerena, 
to win the 2020 South African Fillies Sprint by a 
short head, while accounting for the brilliant Aus-
tralian bred filly Run Fox Run. 
 
One of 23 G1 winners sired by multiple champion 
sire Captain Al, Celtic Sea was produced by the 
twice winning Mark Of Esteem mare Ireland -a half-
sister to Brazilian G1 winner La Defense. The 
champion has now won 10 of her 23 starts for 
earnings just shy of R3 000 000. 
 
Unbeaten two-year-old filly Vernichey, a R125 000 
buy from the 2019 KZN Yearling Sale, provided 
trainer Gareth Van Zyl, owners Kestorm Invest-
ments and sire Vercingetorix with their first G1 win-
ner when she ran out a courageous winner of Sat-

urday's G1 Allan Robertson Championship.  
 
Under log-leading jockey Warren Kennedy, the 
Klawervlei Stud bred Vernichey fought out a  
tremendous duel with fellow BSA graduate Ecstatic 
Green to land the 2020 Allan Robertson Champion-
ship by a long head, and stamp herself a leading 
Equus Award contender in the process. 
 
Out of the three time winning Captain Al mare Pirate 
Queen, Vernichey is now unbeaten in three starts 
having won the G3 Strelitzia Stakes on her previous 
outing. 
  
Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein, breeders of Celtic 
Sea, had a graded race double on Saturday, with 
their Capoeira landing Saturday's G3 World Sports 
Betting Cup Trial for owner Sabine Plattner, trainer 
Andre Nel and jockey Gavin Lerena. 
 
A four-year-old son of Oratorio, Capoeira registered 
his first graded win, and third win from 13 starts, with 
a comprehensive 1.8 length defeat of favourite, and 
fellow BSA graduate, Nexus, in Saturday's 1750m 
contest. 
 
A half-brother to G3 Fillies Mile winner Folk Dance, 
Capoeira is out of the Fort Wood mare Liberty Dance 
-who has a Silvano colt (Lot 251) on offer at the  
upcoming Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale.  -
BSA. 
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CAPOEIRA, won like an odds-on shot. (Candiese Lenferna). 

Nel’s stable executed a plan with Capoeira 
CAPOEIRA is as good as his third in the 2019 Daily News, beaten 6.50-lengths by Hawwaam. This 
was a form factor overlooked by punters, who allowed him to drift to 16-1 before the running of the 
Gr3 Cup Trial over 1750m at Scottsville, Saturday, well won under a collected Gavin Lerena ride. 

Capoeira went last into the gates and came back 
first after he’d gone around the field to settle in at 
the fence, taking cover behind the pace-setter, 
Herodotus. 
 
“He broke well and I wanted to go and lead it, but 
there was a genuine pace on and we ended up 
perfectly placed behind Anton Marcus and Herod-
otus,” Lerena said. 
 
Capoeira pounced early, skipped away and ran 
on steadily to win, unchallenged, from the favour-
ite Nexus, one to watch, and Sovereign Spirit. 

 
Trainer Andre Nel has a knack of getting 
them ready for the big occasion and has a 
good strike rate with Lerena, who said he’d 
received a call to ride Capoeira a month  
before the Cup Trial. 
 
Nel’s assistant trainer Byron Foster confirmed that 
Lerena was part of the stable’s plan all along, and 
was pleased to see it coming together. 
 
Capoeira, by Oratorio from Liberty Dance, by Fort 
Wood, was a R250,000 buy by Sabine Plattner at 
the National Yearling Sale of 2017. He was bred 
by the Wilgerbosdrift/Mauritzfontein partnership. 
He is a half-brother to the well-performed Folk 
Dance.—tt. 

Legal Eagle is retired from racing 

SOUTH Africa’s dual SA Horse Of The Year, Legal  
Eagle, has been retired to the reportedly luxurious 
Evening Manor paddocks in Port Elizabeth. 

The eight-year-old contested his last race at Fairview 
last Friday, where he quickened up to briefly contest 
the finish in a Pinnacle Plate over 1600m, before fading 
away to finish last of eight. He was reported to have 
pulled up with an abnormal respiratory noise. 

One of South Africa’s great milers of this century, Legal 
Eagle, a son of Greys Inn, was bred by Avontuur and 
won 15 races for stakes of over R12 million. 

He was originally bought by Sean Tarry on behalf of 
Markus Jooste for R425 000 at the 2013 BSA National 
Yearling Sale. 

Hedley McGrath, Braam Van Huyssteen and William 
Henderson took over Legal Eagle after the Mayfair 
Speculators collapse and tasted instant success in the 
2018 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate. Legal Eagle went on 
to win a further three races for them, including the Gr1 
Horse Chestnut Stakes and the Gr2 Green Point 
Stakes of the same year.—extracts from Sporting 
Post. 



5 

 



6 

 

Vernichey’s  
connection to the 
great Scarlet Lady 

SATURDAY’s Gr1 Allan Robertson Championship winner Vernichey (Gareth van Zyl - Warren Kennedy, 
photo), has an interesting connection to the wonderful race filly Scarlet Lady, who won this race in 1980, 
and went on to win two more of Scottsville’s big four—the Gr1 Gilbey’s Stakes (Golden Horse Sprint) and 
the Gr1 SA Fillies Sprint, in different years, when the current Festival of Sprinting’s features were contest-
ed on different race days. She was beaten by the top colt Duc Du Orleans in the Gr1 Smirnoff Plate (Gold 
Medallion). So here’s the connection: Vernichey’s sire Vercingetorix’s third dam is Scarteen, the dam of 
Scarlet Lady. Forty years later, Scarteen’s great-great grandson sired his first Gr1 winner in the same race 
won by her own daughter. Look at the sprinters Scarlet Lady (Alistair Gordon—Michael Roberts) defeated 
in the 1981 Gilbeys (enlarge the image above): Computaform Sprint winners War Ribbon and Zatopek,  
Champion sprinters-turned sires Rotterdam, Blazing Hooves and Calvados; and leading speedsters of their 
generation Caboteur, Pelion, Harcroft and Straight Eight. We’d venture a guess that, between them, the 
1981 Gilbeys Field represented what would become the winners of approximately 150 races between 
them. The best blood lives on. (Thanks Charles Baker). 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 
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Richard can fish for dinner ONE jockey who doesn’t care 
about being a “non-essential” 
service in racing is Richard 
Fourie, who is as good at fish-
ing as he is at riding. The day 
the NHA stars importing robot-
ic jockeys to replace our non-
essentials, Richard can happi-
ly retire on a fishing boat and 
continue to feed his family and 
friends. Here he is, with a nice 
rock salmon, fished off trainer 
Dennis Bosch’s boat in Dur-
ban Harbour yesterday. Den-
nis himself caught a Rock 
Cod. 
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Steve Cauthen praises McNamara for Derby ride 

STEVE “The Kid” Cauthen, the legendary 1980s superstar, has praised Emmet McNamara’s Inves-
tec Derby-winning ride aboard Serpentine.  McNamara was having just his ninth ride of the season 
in the Classic, but made virtually all in a style reminiscent of Cauthen on Slip Anchor back in 1985. 

Cauthen was famed for his front-running tactics, 
adopted from his native America, and he found 
plenty of similarities with his own success 35 years 
ago. 

“Early on I was thinking he was just going the pace 
that suited him, as Aidan always tells them,”  
Cauthen told the Nick Luck Daily Podcast. 

“By a mile out, where they level off, it looked like he 
was travelling really well. Shortly after that he let  
him freewheel down the hill like I had done with Slip 
Anchor and all of a sudden he started opening up 
with no real effort, then I thought ‘Wow, they’re go-
ing to have to do something to catch this horse’. 
 

“When they got into the straight, he was 10 to 
12 (lengths) clear and I didn’t think they would 
catch him if he was any sort of a horse at all, 
and he more than got the job done.  
 
“It did remind me of Slip Anchor. I wasn’t really ask-
ing him coming down the hill and that was what I 
saw again, he just let the horse do it all on the bridle 
– he wasn’t asking him at all. He might have 
clucked at him telling him to come on, but the horse 
was taking him and coasting, opening up with little 
to no effort which makes a huge difference – it left 
him enough to see it out.”  
 
Many assumed Serpentine was just adopting a 
pace-making role given he was a 25-1 chance 

whereas Cauthen was on a favourite. 

“I knew in 1985 that was the only way I could win 
the Derby, that was the way he had to be ridden and 
I had no fear of riding from the front. A lot back then 
said that wasn’t the way to do it, but it certainly was 
on a horse like that. It’s effective when you’ve got 
the right type of horse,” he said. 

 
“Slip Anchor was the right horse for that situa-
tion and he went around Epsom like a cat. He 
was long-legged, but very agile and handled 
the undulations really well, unlike (1987 winner) 
Reference Point – he won because he was that 
good, not because he enjoyed it. 

“Slip Anchor was favourite, unlike Saturday, so it 
was probably the case that they were watching 
more of the fancied horses. To a degree he maybe 
got a free time up front early on, because nobody 
was thinking about him too much. All of a sudden 
they’ll have looked up and realised he was getting 
away and still full of running.” 
 
Cauthen believes the nature of the track lends itself 
to positive tactics. “Because of the camber, it’s like 
running down the side of a mountain into the rail, so 
horses tend to lean that way. It’s hard to get a sus-
tained run out of a horse, even if they’re really good. 
Pegging back eight to 10 lengths, even if the one in 
front is not the greatest that ever lived, is tough for 
any horse,” said Cauthen.  - Racing TV. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
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Simple basics: All you need 

ALMOST 2.3 million viewers watched Serpentine's shock 
Investec Derby success on ITV last Saturday, with the 
broadcast capturing the biggest audience for the Classic in 
eight years. The race was the most viewed Derby since 
Camelot's win in 2012, the last time the race was shown 
on BBC1. The audience on Saturday was also 31 per cent 
higher than last year when the race was won by Anthony 
Van Dyck. ITV's figures have excelled since racing's re-
sumption following the coronavirus pandemic. Over a  
million watched each of the five days of Royal Ascot, with 
1.8 million seeing Hayley Turner's win in the  
Sandringham, and last week's Northumberland Plate simi-
larly attracted seven figures. Lead presenter Ed  
Chamberlin aspired to hit the two million audience mark 
when first joining the ITV Racing team and was delighted 
to hit that Derby target on Saturday. "I always talk about 
the power of the racing family and we've seen the BHA, 
owners, trainers, jockeys, stable staff and everyone united 
and pushing the sport in the right direction. At ITV, we're 
very thankful of that and these figures shows the effect of 
that.” Can we achieve relatively similar with our Tellytrack 
(or whatever it is set to become) in South Africa? Arguably 
yes, starting with basics like an inspired (and inspiring) 
leader, a coherent staff of presenting professionals, and 
Hard Definition picture quality. Sure, it will cost more, but a 
better product will bring more viewers, and more advertis-
ing to pay for the improvements. What are we missing? 
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