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JASON Gates, working on himself, all round.  (Candiese Lenferna). 

Apprentice Gates is talented and fearless 
LOOKING TO CONTROL THE FIRE INSIDE 

HEARD about the horse who walked into a bar? Well, here’s a story about a teenager who walked 
into a butchery. His name was Jason Gates, and his career started in 2014 when John The Butcher, 
from the West Rand, noted out of the blue that a youngster standing in front of him looked like he’d 
make a good jockey. 

Gates (20), who rode two winners at Greyville  
yesterday, is in his fifth and final year as an  
apprentice at the SA Jockeys Academy. He is a lad 
whom a number of experts believe will be one of the 
most promising young riders to come out of the 
Summerveld Academy in recent years. 
 
“I didn’t know a single thing about horseracing when 
John, the butcher from Goldman Street in Florida, 
saw me in his shop one day, dressed in my school 
uniform,” Gates told.  
 
“John is not a punter, his interest was not about  
betting.  I was just a small kid who happened to walk 
into his business. I was quite fit, maybe I looked a 
sporty type, so I struck him as someone who should 
be a jockey.  

“My parents also had no knowledge and in fact no 
interest in racing but they helped me to apply and 
here we are, six years later. John has supported me 
ever since, I still hear from him often, but he has 
never asked me about what I’m riding or what to 
have a bet on.” 
 
He weighs only 49kg and has 64 winners to his 
credit, including a feature success for Glen Kotzen, 
who told Turf Talk: “Jason is a good young rider 
with a bright future. He’s a good judge of pace and 
he is fearless, not scared of the senior jockeys.” 
 
Louis Goosen opined: “He’s a talented rider, a 
young man who can make it if he harnesses his 
abilities.” 

(To page 2) 
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JASON GATES (fm p1) 
 
Kotzen agreed, saying, “Jason needs to calm down. 
I told him once that he should aim at the top, go for 
the best rides and not the bad ones. He took that to 
heart, he tries hard, but he should relax a bit and 
focus. He’ll do well with some guidance.” 
 
Gates said: “I’m young still, I know I have things to 
work on. Maybe I talk too much, I am always so 
keen to know new things so I ask a lot of questions. 
I am trying to improve myself. I’m like a two-year-old 
colt that is still learning. Hawwaam also had  
problem, he had to learn!” 
 
Gates said that he had asked for advice and has 
been getting that from world-class Richard Fourie. 
“I’ve always admired Richard, he’s an amazing  
person and a wonderful rider. I started doing his kit 
some time ago and we built up a friendship for 
which I am thankful. He has helped me in his  
professional capacity as a jockey, and in a personal  
capacity on my conduct and my goals.” 
 
At the Academy, Gates is under the watchful eye of 

JASON Gates: A bit of attitude is needed in the dog-eat-dog world of racing.  
(Photos thanks to Candiese Lenferna). 

riding masters Laurence O’Donoghue and Martin 
Ball, and has a riding sponsor in Joao Da Mata’s 
business concern, Puncture Safe. 
 
The recently ordained Da Mata tells us: “Jason looks 
up to Richard Fourie and that is a good thing. I’ve 
also made him watch the Bartie Leisher video so he 
can model his life around Bartie’s, always riding  
every horse to win. 
 

“I have certain conditions for being his 
sponsor and if he keeps to them, slowly but 
surely he will be less ‘cheeky’. We speak 
once or twice a week and he is much better 
than he was. Jason has a fire burning  
inside of him and we need to channel it into 
riding winners.” 
 
We’ll be watching young Gates with interest. It 
sounds, and certainly looks like he has the mettle to 
become a top rider. Let’s see if he can mature from 
a real handful as a colt into a mature and brilliant 
racer like Hawwaam. It really is up to him in the end. 
The support is there.—tt. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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He gave ’em carrots 
 in 2016 VDJ 

WE reported recently on Teresa Esplin and her love for horses. Here’s she’s found another favourite in 
2016 Durban July winner, The Conglomerate, and she said: “I visited this special boy on the 4-year  
anniversary of him winning the July. He's very special and I feel part of his current life, even though its 
mostly from a distance because when I heard he was retiring from racing, I contacted Robyn Louw who 
made sure he got the right home. And he LOVES carrots!  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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http://www.bsa.co.za/
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
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H-I-T Sale starts 
Wednesday 

 
MGAS Bloodstock has its 
online platform up and the 
catalogue for its inaugural 
online horses-in-training sale 
(1—3 July), brought to you by 
MGAS and CRT, is available 
on www.mgas.co.za They 
have 46 horses to be sold, 
including three mares in foal 
to the exciting Potala Palace, 
and runners from various top 
trainers, including Sean Tar-
ry, Mike de Kock, Corne 
Spies, Brett Crawford and 
Geoff Woodruff. For queries, 
dial Gabi on 076 724 0585 or 
Grant on 082 882 9774 

Queen Supreme is scratched from Durban July 
THE latest Vodacom Durban July log was out today and the inevitable contentious decision or two 
in the borderline area will have tongues wagging, writes DAVID THISELTON.  

For example, Lady Of Steel, whose only defeat in six 
starts was when running third to the Triple Tiara her-
oine Summer Pudding in the Grade 1 Woolavington 
2000, finds herself outside of the top 18, while Eyes 
Wide Open, who is yet to make the frame in six 
starts this season is relatively safe in position 16. 
 

However, Eyes Wide Open has proved his July  
credentials, running a 1,95 length fourth in the 
big race last year. He has recently been gelded, 
so is expected to run well in his next start, and 
can then put any debate to rest 
. 
There are not many other points to debate but there 
could be in the days to come as the like of Divine 
Odyssey, Nexus, Roy's Riviera and others try to 
force their way in with good runs in the remaining 
"qualifying" events. 
 
Meanwhile, the only supplementary entry on  
Monday, the Mike de Kock Queen Supreme, was a 
surprise scratching today. 
 

VODACOM DURBAN JULY (Grade 1) 
R 1,500,000 2200mWFA: 3yrs-2.0kgs  - LOG 
 
 
1 RAINBOW BRIDGE(5G)134 Eric Sands 
 
2 VARDY(4G) 134 Adam Marcus 
 
3 DO IT AGAIN(5G) 133 Justin Snaith 
 
4 HAWWAAM(4C) 134 Mike de Kock 
 
5 SOQRAT (AUS) (4C) 132 Mike de Kock 

7 GOLDEN DUCAT(3G) 115 Eric Sands 
 
8 TWIST OF FATE(4C) 127 Adam Marcus 
 
9 BUNKER HUNT(4G) 124 Justin Snaith 
 
10 BELGARION(4G) 119 Justin Snaith 
 
11 SHANGO(3C) 116 Sean Tarry 
 
12 PADRE PIO(3G) 115 Dennis Bosch 
 
13 SNAPSCAN(4F) 118 Glen Kotzen 
 
14 SILVANO'S PRIDE(4F) 118 Justin Snaith 
 
15 TIERRA DEL FUEGO(4C) 124 Sean Tarry 
 
16 EYES WIDE OPEN(5G) 115 Glen Kotzen 
 
17 CAMPHORATUS(5M) 110 R A Hill/S R Hill 
 
18 MIYABI GOLD(5M)115 Justin Snaith 
 
19LADY OF STEEL(3F) 113 J A Janse van Vuuren 
 
20 TRISTFUL(4G)109 Tony Rivalland 
 
NEXT 5 IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER 
 
DIVINE ODYSSEY(5G)114 J A Janse van Vuuren 
 
HERO'S HONOUR(5G) 115 Gary Alexander 
 
MAGNIFICENT SEVEN(5G) 114 Justin Snaith 
 
ROY HAD ENOUGH (5H) 115 F Robinson. –GC. 

http://www.mgas.co.za
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REDCAR rails, damaged by vandals. 

Vandals destroy railings at Redcar racecourse 
OFFICIALS at Redcar racecourse, near the coast in North Yorkshire, UK, arrived on Wednesday 
morning to find a scene of disruption after vandals destroyed a section of railing. 

At a time when their income has come almost to a 
complete standstill, much-needed money will now 
be spent on repairing the damage. 
 
General manager Amy Fair said: “The damage is to 
the running rail, about two furlongs’ worth. They’ve 
broken rail, legs and generally caused chaos. It’s 
really frustrating to be quite honest. 
 
“The section that is damaged needs to be com-
pletely replaced. It’s a very solid plastic, it’s there 
for the horses so it is designed to break but you 
have to be giving it some to break it. 
 
“They’ve come in one direction and gone off in an-

other direction, basically breaking the rail as they’ve 
gone. 
 
“We’re all working flat out and we’re having a difficult 
time like lots of other businesses, our income has 
disappeared. Thankfully we’re back racing again, but 
we don’t have spare cash. 
 
“It’s also a manpower issue as it will take most of the 
day to put it back – there isn’t a fantastic machine to 
repair it, it’s a physical job.” 
 
Fair added: “It’s really hard not to take it personally, 
actually, when someone damages your property.— 
from RacingTV.com 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Jarrett aims to be competitive 

TRAINER Jarrett Rugg looked a bit like Ray McCauley on 
the hunt for lost souls  when he saddled his first runners at 
Greyville yesterday, but pointed out that he (and us) will  
never have the evangelist’s cash. Jarrett’s suit looked good 
though, and he is keen on settling down at Ashburton and 
getting to know the training and racing tracks. “The only 
way to do that is to compete, and that is what I am here 
for,” he said. Rugg, Tienie Prinsloo and Cliffie Miller have 
relocated from Kimberley and he reports: ‘We’re all happy 
with the facilities and the help from everyone at Ashburton. 
It’s a relaxed place and there seems to be very little  
politics.” Rugg’s Cherry Tomatoes ran a decent race in a  
Maiden Juvenile Plate yesterday and he said: “I think she’s 
good enough to be competitive in KZN. I’m testing the wa-
ter and will in time weed out the ones who won’t make it 
here and focus on the rest.” (Pic: Candiese Lenferna). 

A mask for Dla-Vee-Nee Moodley 

“ALL I am surrounded by is fear,” said Darth Vader from 
Star Wars. Irish jock Harry Cobden sports a new mask for 
jockeys, protective gear our own NHA’s nanny, Nkosi 
DlaVee-Nee Moodley, would no doubt be keen to prescribe 
for use by our most feared species -  the Travelling Jockey. 
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