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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Wednesday, 1 July 2020 

REALLY Royal (yellow cap), looks a filly of substance and quality. (Wayne Marks). 

Top-priced yearling makes a smart debut 
REALLY Royal, the highest-priced yearling sold at the 2019 CTS Cape Premier Sale, made an  
exciting winning debut in a Juvenile Plate over 1200m at Kenilworth on Monday. 

The R4-million daughter of the late champion sire 
Captain Al and the Fort Wood mare Pagan Princess 
had been showing her connections the kind work 
they would have hoped for from a filly with such a 
pedigree. That they placed her in a race against 
winners first time, reflected their confidence. 
 
Really Royal drifted from 1-1 to 17-10 in the face of 
support for well-performed Captain’s Flo, a speedy 
sort who shot into the lead and was still running 
strongly with 250m to go. Really Royal had tracked 
her throughout and, when jockey Richard Fourie let 
out some rein at the business end, she lengthened 
her stride and raced on by to win by half a length. 
 
Really Royal is a full-sister to Gr1 Cape Guineas 
winner and William Longsword, now a sire at 
Klawervlei; and a half-sister to Gr1 South African 
Fillies Sprint winner, Real Princess. 

Jono Snaith, representing his brother Justin, com-
mented: “Really Royal is a magnificent specimen. 
(Owner) Bjorn Nielsen put his money down and the 
pressure was on. 
 
“Earlier in her career she had some niggles, and 
she wasn’t an easy horse for Justin to train, but 
she’s settled down. I liked the way she won, she 
looked beaten at he 200m and still got up. She 
wanted to win. I think there is a lot more to come.” 
 
Fourie confirmed: “She’s got a big action. To have 
beaten winners on a soft track first time out, takes 
some doing.” 
 
South African-born Nielsen, whose first local run-
ner, Trickster, won at Scottsville last week, also 
owns Saturday’s Investec Derby favourite English 
King, who will be ridden by Frankie Dettori.  -tt. 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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BJORN Nielsen has risen to the upper echelon of owners’ ranks.  

Nielsen: “We breed speed to speed too much” 
OWNER-breeder Bjorn Nielsen has warned of the perils of breeding for speed as he attempts to pull 
off a remarkable Gold Cup-Derby double. 

Speaking to the Racing Post as part of a big inter-
view for Sunday's newspaper, Nielsen looked 
ahead to next week's Investec Derby at Epsom, 
where English King will attempt to add to Stradivar-
ius's sensational third Gold Cup triumph. 
 
'It's all systems go' – Dettori delighted after riding 
English King in key work last week. 
 
Nielsen said: "Of course every pedigree needs 
speed but we have perhaps come to a pass where 
we breed speed to speed too much." 
 
Quoting Federico Tesio, the Italian visionary who 
bred Ribot, Nielsen added: "Tesio said, 'We are 
striving to find the fastest horse who can carry the 
most weight over the longest distance.' Tesio also 
believed, 'If you go on breeding speed to speed 
you end up with nothing.'" 

Nielsen bred the mighty Stradivarius but got English 
King through the sales ring, saying: "He was bought 
by my friend Jeremy Brummit at the Deauville  
October sale. Jeremy is an extremely clever man 
and, being a Yorkshireman, is lucky enough to know 
everything. He rang and said, 'I have found the best 
horse in the sale and you have got to have him.' He 
cost €210,000." 
 
Would Nielsen have paid more? Ever the trader, Niel-
sen answered: "I would have gone to €211,000."  -tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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Racehorse owners can go racing from 2 July 
PHUMELELA and the Racing Association are delighted to announce that racehorse owners and their 
guests can go racing again at Phumelela racecourses from the race meeting at the Vaal tomorrow 2 
July. 

Private-box holders at Turffontein and their guests 
can go racing at all Turffontein race meetings. 
 
This follows Government’s easing of level three 
COVID-19 restrictions. Unavoidably, such attend-
ance at race meetings by owners, private-box hold-
ers and their guests is subject to various conditions 
listed below: 
 
* They must register in advance by email or calling 
the relevant number as outlined below. Required 
information includes the vehicle registration number 
and the names of guests. 
 
* Private-box holders will be required to sign an in-
demnity form upon arrival. 
 
* There will be NO access to the parade ring or 
grandstand. The front parade rings at Vaal and 
Turffontein will be used again, enabling owners to 
view their horses from the venue they are in. 
 
* Only ONE owner or nominated representative will 
be permitted to lead in the winner. 
 
* Parking and access to racecourses will be as stipu-
lated below. As per government regulations, every-
body’s temperature will be checked and their hands 
sanitized before admittance and they will then be 
issued with an accreditation wrist band.  
 
Any person not wearing a face mask will NOT be 
allowed entry and such face masks must be worn at 
all times except when eating and drinking. Social 
distancing must be strictly observed at all times. 

* NO consumption of alcohol allowed anywhere on 
any racecourse 
 
* Any person with an underlying health condition (a 
co-morbidity linked to the COVID-19 virus) is dis-
couraged from attending. 
 
TURFFONTEIN RACECOURSE 
> Access via main boom entrance on Turf Club 
Street; parking as directed in the officials’ car park. 
> Elevation Room (Racing Association members): 
Register by calling Angie (011) 683 3220 or email-
ing angie@racingassociation.co.za - maximum ca-
pacity 150 people; basic plated meals only. 
> Furious Room: Register by calling Patience (011) 
681 1702 or email reservationsp@phumelela.com - 
maximum capacity 100 people; basic plated meals 
only. 
Private boxes: Register by calling Patience on (011) 
681 1702 or email reservationsp@phumelela.com - 
50% capacity per box. 
 
VAAL RACECOURSE 
> Access via main-entrance gate only and parking 
as directed. 
> Owners and Trainers facility: Register by calling 
Angie or email angie@racingassociation.co.za - 
maximum 100 people; basic plated meals only. 
 
FAIRVIEW RACECOURSE 
> Access via main gate only and parking as di-
rected.> HB Christian Room: Register by calling 
Gail on (041) 372 1859 or email 
gailr@phumelela.com - maximum capacity 150 
people; basic plated meals only.  - Media Release. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
mailto:angie@racingassociation.co.za
mailto:reservationsp@phumelela.com
mailto:reservationsp@phumelela.com
mailto:angie@racingassociation.co.za
mailto:gailr@phumelela.com
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 Sign up with EasyEquities, HERE, and enjoy your first R50 investment on us! 

http://bit.ly/2kGfTwl
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H-I-T Sale starts 
Wednesday 

 
MGAS Bloodstock has its 
online platform up and the 
catalogue for its inaugural 
online horses-in-training sale 
(1—3 July), brought to you by 
MGAS and CRT, is available 
on www.mgas.co.za They 
have 46 horses to be sold, 
including three mares in foal 
to the exciting Potala Palace, 
and runners from various top 
trainers, including Sean Tar-
ry, Mike de Kock, Corne 
Spies, Brett Crawford and 
Geoff Woodruff. For queries, 
dial Gabi on 076 724 0585 or 
Grant on 082 882 9774 

Ronnie’s Candy could go for Garden Province next 
 
ST. John Gray is planning the next move for his classy filly Ronnie’s Candy, who deservedly earned Grade 
1 status last Saturday when winning the HSH Princess Charlene Empress Club Stakes over 1600m, and 
the KZN Breeders Million Mile or the Grade 1 Jonsson Workwear Garden Province Stakes over 1600m are 
the most obvious targets, reports DAVID THISELTON. The four-year-old King Of Kings filly was dropped 
out to last from a wide draw on Saturday and displayed her devastating turn of foot in the straight under 
Piere Strydom to beat a good field which included Grade 1 winner Queen Supreme and well performed 
sorts like Vistula, Saragon, Running Brave, In the Dance and Magic School.  She is in line for the Equus 
Older Female Of The Year award now alongside the like of Queen Supreme, Celtic Sea and Clouds Unfold 
as she has also won the Grade 2 Ipi Tombe Stakes over 1600m this season.  Gray said that types like her 
who come from off the pace could often go further than their optimum distance, with a case in point being 
his own top class mare Dancewiththedevil, who won the Grade 1 Summer Cup over 2000m on top of her 
four Grade 1 mile victories.  Pic: Ronnie’s Candy (Piere Strydom) -JC Photos. 

http://www.mgas.co.za
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JAMES Doyle and William Buick (photo) are in the frame to pick up Investec Derby rides for Aidan O'Brien's 
powerful squad, along with Adam Kirby. While Ryan Moore will get first pick of the Ballydoyle challengers, 
there could be some potentially top-class spare rides available as coronavirus quarantine measures mean 
the likes of Seamus Heffernan may be unlikely to travel to Britain. O'Brien has three Derby entries with  
similar chances according to the bookmakers in Mogul, Royal Ascot winner Russian Emperor and Irish 
Guineas runner-up Vatican City. Others in the Classic include Saturday's Curragh winner Serpentine,  
Amhran Na Bhfiann, who is a brother to Oaks winner Was, Mythical and Armory, although the latter may yet 
run in Sunday's French Derby. "We don't know what Ryan will ride. He'll always make that decision late," 
said O'Brien. "He'll look at the draws, we'll tell him what we think might happen, but it's been different this 
year because Ryan isn't here (working at Ballydoyle). "Obviously he'll make his decision late and then we'll 
put everyone else on what we think will suit. "We have James Doyle, William Buick and Adam Kirby and we 
have some of our own people, then we just have to decide what we want to do that way because with the 
restrictions at the moment, they can't ride for two weeks. "There is a chance the restrictions will be lifted, but 
if they are not, they won't be able to ride until after the Irish Oaks. If they are lifted they might be able to ride 
the following weekend. "It's all a little up in the air and we just need to see what is going to happen."  
-Sky Sports.  

All dressed up, somewhere to go.. 
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Lots of love for this old guy 

YOUNG Zoe Everett giving kisses and cuddles to 19-year-
old Omaha Beach, at her dad John’s Narrow Creek Stud.  
Omaha Beach raced for Joey Ramsden in the early 2000s. 
He won the Gr3 Cape Summer Stayers and the Gr2 J&B 
Reserve Stakes on Met Day twice. He was owned by Mar-
tin Wickens and Gisela Burg, who raced Gold Cup winner 
Major Bluff at the same time. ‘Martin and Gisela still keep 
their broodmares with us,” said Everett. 

Keeping racing safe  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
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