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INVESTEC Derby Day, seen from Poundland Hill. 

Of Jooste’s hill and lobster at the Durban July 
MEMORIES OF DAYS AMONG BRIGHT SPECTATORS 

What a difference a year makes, writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

Twelve months ago (make that 13) there was the 
annual pilgrimage by thousands to Epsom  
racecourse for one of Britain's great sporting events, 
the Epsom Derby, sponsored by Investec. 
 
Next Saturday, the race will be run at the same track 
but - with no spectators - it will be like a ghost town. 
No fun day out for the family this year. 
 
Then - in a month's time - we've got the also specta-
torless Durban July, sponsored by Vodacom, and if 
you think Epsom will be strange, then Greyville with 

no ladies in extravagant outfits (and the one racing 
event covered by the Sunday Times) will be even 
stranger. 
 
This got me thinking back to last year when this 
veteran was lucky enough to attend both meetings. 
Here is how it all went. 
 
Epsom Derby day started painfully - a visit to the 
dentist. However, the NHA in the UK is superb - my 
visit cost 22 pounds (around R350 then), some-
thing I pointed out to my SA dentist   (to page 2) 
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MOLLY’S 2019 MEMORIES (fm p1) 
 
whose charge would have been four times more. 
 
Her Ladyship (the wife) and I eventually got on the 
road to Epsom only 30 minutes drive from my sis-
ter's home. With no invite from Investec and not 
keen to join the media scrum I said: "Let's try 
Markus' hill - it's a famous landmark I've never tried." 
 
I am referring to the masterstroke by Markus Jooste 
who somehow managed to get not only Epsom  
officials - but also the Epsom council - to rename the 
Hill as "Poundland Hill." The perfect promotion for a 
UK store owned by Steinhoff. 
 
At the gate entrance, the carpark attendant said: "25 
pounds please, sir." I countered that I thought en-
trance to the Hill is free. He replied that "it is, but not 
for your car." I suppose when they charge four times 
as much to attend a Premier League match, it's not 
that expensive. 

 
There is a steady descent from the top of 
the hill and the first stall was selling 
hotdogs so we kicked off there. "I'll have a 
beer as well, please." Imagine my  
consternation with the reply "no alcohol 
sold on the hill, sir." 
 
So that was why I saw several people lumping bags 
full of beer and cider. A dry day, but the wife  
reminded me I was driving. 
 
We proceeded down over the rough grass and en-
countered a small tote hut with a small queue. Good 
chance I thought to get our Derby bets on. 
 
A young lady was in front of me and reached the 
tote teller. She had a see-through top and seemed 
to have forgotten her skirt. She had some pants on 
with the word "Gunner" emblazoned on them. Must 
be a military lady or Arsenal fan, I thought. Probably 
the latter. 
 
"Now, sunshine, what's your name?" she asked the 
teller. 
 
"Michael, Maam, how can I help you?" 
 
"Well, it says on a poster here "Take A Swinger" so I 
thought you might like to accompany me to Epsom 
disco tonite." 
 
"I don't think that wouldn't go down too well with the 
wife," came the reply. 
 
"OK, so help me with the Derby. How many jumps 

are there?" 
 
"No, no jumps - that's the Grand National." 
 
"But there was this guy Tony McCoy on telly this 
morning who they said was an expert over jumps. 
Why were they interviewing him if there aren't any?" 
"I guess, that's a good question - perhaps you would 
like to back number five which is Frankie Dettori." 
 
"Dettori - sounds like an Italian spaghetti." 
 
"Half-right, Maam, he was born in Milan." 
 
She took the bet but there was no happy ending as 
Frankie failed to add to his wins tally of two Derby 
wins on Authorized and Golden Horn. 
 
During this time, her Ladyship had come across a 
tent which declared "Your Fortune For A Fiver." 
 
She emerged looking somewhat distressed. "The 
lady said beware the weather, stings, slimy stuff and 
illness." Prophetic. We flew to Bermuda on the Mon-
day and encountered torrential rain, jellyfish, tons of 
seaweed and - to round it off - I contracted shingles. 

“Your fortune for a fiver!” 

Next stop a "Fresh juice" store where her Ladyship 
showed her preparedness for any emergency. 
"What if I said, I 've got three miniature Tanqueray 
gins in my bag - would that qualify for extra punting 
money? I replied: "Would 50 quid be acceptable?" 
 
We moved on and I said: "Blimey, Greg Sadie's 
here." He wasn't, of course, but here was this guy - 
in front of a tent stacked with suits - shouting "Ladies 
and Gentlemen, get a free shirt here."  (to page 4) 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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MOLLY’S 2019 MEMORIES (fm p1) 
 
Trouble was that - at the bottom of his placard - it 
said in small letters - "provided you buy a suit to the 
value of 350 pounds." 
 
Next move was a right turn to get to the running rail - 
Tattenham Corner was the place to be and we  
secured a spot some 30 minutes before the "Off". 
 
The roar told you the race was off and the  
experience - as the field flashed past - was like an 
express train going through a station. You realize 
how much noise there is - hoofs thudding and  
jockeys shouting "bloody hell, let me in." 
 
After his Dante win at York, I had my maximum on 
Hughie Morrison's runner, Telecaster, so it was with 
some consternation that I spotted him in last place. 
Even worse, he stayed there. After the race, Oisin 
Murphy said his mount had "run flat". That's no may-
be - flatter than the pancakes on offer on the hill. 
 
Despite being a Frankie fan following our sojourn to 
Mala Mala with the world's best-known jockey a few 
years back, her Ladyship invariably backs Ryan 
Moore so she was on Sir Dragonet. At least her run-
ner beat mine, but no return for running fifth. 
 
I've left many racecourses with empty pockets and 
this was to be no exception. But one must always try 
something new and I've now ticked Markus' hill off 
my "to do" list. 
 
The Durban July is a sporting institution in SA and 
non-racing folk take a bet like they do in the UK on 
the Grand National. 

 
It's due to be run without spectators on July 
25 though I'm still hopeful my campaign to 
allow entry to July owners can still prove 
successful. 
 
In contrast to the Met, Gold Circle looks after the 
racing media extremely well. They, in turn, do their 
best to promote the race. Two months before the 
event, they ask for your required date of travel and 
advise which hotel they've booked. In Cape Town, 
it's personalities like Usain Bolt who are their primary 
concern. 
 
At Greyville, the Molletts are lucky enough to get an 
annual invite to Robin and Joyce Scott's box, won-
derful people and stalwarts of racing for many dec-
ades. The food resembles a dinner in the TV series 
Downtown Abbey - crayfish mayonnaise, ham off the 
bone and Robin pouring the French champagne. 
 
I was pleased Do It Again lived up to his name and 
bagged a second July - it meant Business Day read-
ers had been pointed in the right direction for the 
second year running. 
 
Do I think the horse can complete a historic treble 
this year - no, I fear he will find one or two too smart 

for him. 
 
So what's my fancy? Well, if Queen Supreme's own-
ers give the green light to run this week, I'll be lump-
ing on the daughter of Exceed and Excel each-way. 
 
I'm not worried about her defeat in the Empress 
Club as she seemed unhappy on the firm ground. 
It's been known to rain in Durban around July time 
which would clearly enhance her chance. 
 
She'll have plenty in her favour - a master trainer, 
jockey who knows her well (presumably Callan Mur-
ray) and a light weight. 
 
Then if you're interested in coincidences - try this 
one on for size. Mike De Kock has trained two fe-
males to win the race - Ipi Tombe in 2002 and Igugu 
in 2011. The time lapse between those two stars is 
nine years. Nine years on from 2011 takes us to 
2020. Clearly the chance for a De Kock female hat-
trick! 
 
But then - as I watched the replay of the Champions 
Challenge (superb commentary by Nico) - it dawned 
that a longshot in the betting market might be worth 
a second look. It's a horse bred by Bosworth Farm, 
kind sponsors of this column. 
 
After Tierra Del Fuego's solid third behind  
Hawwaam, I wonder if - down Klerksdorp way - Neil 
and Lyth Orford allowed themselves the thought that 
lightning might start twice. They bred the 2013 July 
winner, Heavy Metal. 
 
Perhaps it's wishful-thinking to think that the son of 
Skitt Skizzle can upset a runner like Sunday's victor, 
Rainbow Bridge, or dual winner. Do It Again, but 
"Tierra" wasn't stopping in his first try at 2000m. 
 
Also worth remembering that a certain combination - 
Sean Tarry and Chris Van Niekerk - have the same 
goal as Do It Again on July 25. A third triumph in 
SA's most famous race.  - tt. 

Come eye us on Twitter! 
 

@turftalk1 

http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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BSA enjoyed a good weekend all-round 
FRESH off recording a treble of feature race wins at Turffontein on Saturday, Bloodstock South  
Africa graduates were back in the headlines at Hollywoodbets Greyville the following day, when  
Rainbow Bridge landed the G1 Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge and Caralluma lifted the Listed Devon 
Air Stakes. 

The Eric Sands trained Rainbow Bridge 
showed his class when making the run-
ning to land Sunday's G1 Gold Challenge 
(1600m) in handsome style. 
 
Under a finely timed ride from jockey War-
ren Kennedy, the Wilgerbosdrift & Mauri-
tzfontein bred gelding kept going in the 
closing stages to hold off G1 L'Ormarins 
Queen's Plate winner Vardy and dual 
Vodacom Durban July winner Do It Again 
and win by just under a length. 
 
A son of Mauritzfontein's increasingly suc-
cessful resident sire Ideal World, Rainbow 
Bridge was a R300 000 buy from the 
2016 National Sale. 
 
Sunday's win was Rainbow Bridge's 
eighth from 16 starts (he also owns wins 
in both the G1 Sun Met and G1 World 
Sports Betting Champions Cup), and took 
his earnings to R6 042 500. 
 
His G3 Prix du Cap winning dam, and 
South Africa's Broodmare Of The Year in 
2018-2019, Halfway To Heaven has a 
Silvano half-brother to Rainbow Bridge on 
offer at this year's Emperors Palace Na-
tional Yearling Sale. 
 

Unbeaten two-year-old Caralluma 
showed her class when thrashing 
some very smart two-year-old fil-
lies to win Sunday's Devon Air 
Stakes by an easy four lengths. 
 
Trained by Sean Tarry for owner Chris 
Van Niekerk (the pair having campaigned 
Caralluma's sire Pomodoro to great suc-
cess), Caralluma was ridden to victory by 

Bernard Fayd'Herbe. 
 
Now unbeaten in two starts, Caralluma 
was bred Klawervlei Stud. 
 
The filly, a R150 000 buy from the 2019 
Cape Yearling Sale, is out of the two win-
ning Kahal mare Kalanchoe and her 
granddam is G2 Gerald Rosenberg 
Stakes victress Spring Garland. –BSA. 

BSA ONLINE SALE FOR 
JULY, STARTS ON 3 JULY. 

GO HERE. 

CALLARUMA, top sort in the making (Candiese Lenferna). 

ERIC Sands with Rainbow Bridge. (Racing News Social TV). 

https://www.equineonlinesales.co.z
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A quick feature return for owner Somasundram 

ASHLEY and Andrew Fortune with Gold Season (Craig Zackey). 

GOLD Season (8-1) needed the experience and got going late on his 1200m debut at the Vaal to fin-
ish fourth, but he stepped up to Listed level to win Saturday’s Listed Gatecrasher Stakes, showing 
his appreciation of the extra 200m with a powerful finish to win from long-time leader Master Of  

Disguise, and Royal Exhibit. 

Gold Season won going away in a decent field of 
young horses, signalling more wins to come.  
 
Trainer Ashley Fortune commented: “We liked him 
a bit before his first run and we specifically targeted 
this race. I’m glad it’s worked out.”  
 
She thanked owner Preggie Sumasundram and 
said: “He deserves every bit of success he gets. It’s 
nice to have a horse win a little feature for him  
second time out.”  
 
Jockey Craig Zackey said he was impressed and a 
little surprised: “At home Gold Season is as laid 
back as they come, he doesn’t like to show off too 
much.   

“He is still immature. I had to niggle him to stay in 
contention, but when I asked him, he gave it all!”  
 
Gold Season is by Gimmethegreenlight from Miss 
Gold Digger, by Rich Man’s Gold. Raised at Hassen 
Adams’ Nadeson Park, he was a R375,000 by from 
the 2019 Cape Premier Yearling Sale.  
 
Nadeson Park also bred the Gr1 Daily News winner 
Got The Greenlight, now  a strong Durban July con-
tender and trainer Joey Soma said: “I am impressed 
with Nadeson Park. They’re breeding better horses 
every year.”  
 
The Turffontein trainer has several more Gimme-
thegreenlight runners in his yard.—tt. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Marcus is pleased with what he saw from Vardy 

TRAINER Adam Marcus, seen here in the pre-race parade with his star four-year-old Vardy, says he 
was very pleased with Vardy’s fast-finishing second in Saturday’s Gr1 Gold Challenge.  

Vardy (5-2) favourite, was beaten just under a 
length  by the powerhouse Rainbow Bridge, his tra-
ditional rival, and Marcus feels that he would have 
caught up to the winner in just a few more strides. 
 
“Nothing really went Vardy’s way. The race was run 
at a crawl, he came into the straight wide and had 
to make up plenty of ground off a slow pace on the 
hard galloper Rainbow Bridge, who dictated the 
race. 
 
“But I was impressed with his turn of foot. He ran on 
so well and after this race I am happy that he will 
see out the 2200m of the Durban July.  I had  my 
reservations,  but now I am confident he will be fine 
over the trip.” 
 
Vardy and Rainbow Bridge are likely to top the July 
weights at 60kg, with Do It Again at 59,5kg and 
Bunker Hunt, Belgarion and Got The Greenlight off 
53kg. 
 
“The four-year-olds, Belgarion and Bunker Hunt, will 
be the best weighted in the race. I respect Got The 
Greenlight but the three-year-olds haven’t raced 
against this calibre of older horse before,” he said. 
 
Vardy’s tongue was notably hanging out and swing-
ing to his side throughout the race and Marcus 
commented: “He has a parrot mouth and does that 
with his tongue sometimes. His tongue was under 
the bit, that is not a concern, it does not interfere 
with his breathing.” - tt. 

Enable back to the racetrack 
in Sunday’s Gr1 Coral-Eclipse 

ENABLE will make her seasonal comeback as one 
of a star-studded potential field of eight in the Coral-
Eclipse at Sandown on Sunday, with Ghaiyyath and 
Lord North among the possible challengers. 

Khalid Abdullah's outstanding mare started last sea-
son with a convincing victory in this race and is a 
general 11-10 chance to repeat that success in what 
looks a deeper contest. Regular rider Frankie Detto-
ri will take the ride. 

Ghaiyyath, the mount of William Buick, will head 
to Sandown following his destructive perfor-
mance in the Coronation Cup at the start of the 
month. He is rated a general 5-2 chance for the 
Godolphin operation. 
 
Enable's stablemate Lord North was last seen pro-
ducing a three-and-three-quarter-length rout in the 
Prince Of Wales's Stakes. 

Aidan O'Brien has two entries in the Group 1 event 
with Japan and globetrotter Magic Wand, while Jap-
anese raider Deirdre also features, alongside Regal 
Reality and Bangkok. Maybe Enable's defeat at 
Longchamp has given others hope.  - Racing Post. 
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H-I-T Sale starts 
Wednesday 

 
MGAS Bloodstock has its 
online platform up and run-
ning and the catalogue for its 
inaugural online horses-in-
training sale (1—3 July), 
brought to you by MGAS and 
CRT, is available on 
www.mgas.co.za They have 
46 horses to be sold, includ-
ing three mares in foal to the 
exciting Potala Palace, and 
runners from various top 
trainers, including Sean Tar-
ry, Mike de Kock, Corne 
Spies, Brett Crawford and 
Geoff Woodruff. For queries, 
dial Gabi on 076 724 0585 or 
Grant on 082 882 9774 

She’s got her Gr1! 

THE wonderful race mare and now leading broodmare, River Jetez, finally produced her first Grade 
1 winner when her first foal Rivarine (VAR), won Saturday’s Computaform Sprint for Mike and Adam 
Azzie: “We’re hoping her sister Delta Queen can make it a double in Saturday’s Allan Robertson,” 
said Avontuur Stud’s Pippa Mickleburgh, who bred Rivarine with Cedric and Barbara Amm. 

http://www.mgas.co.za
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“SHE’S incredible, a very good filly,” raved Justin Snaith after Silvano’s Pride (Keagan De Melo) had won 
Saturday’s Gr2 Tibouchina Stakes over 1400m at Greyville. “Her form in Cape Town was top notch, she 
was a bit unlucky in the Gr1’s, and she was always going to take a lot of beating at Greyville.” Snaith said 
that Silvano’s Pide was “a fighter of note” – a filly who had to be “taken on at your peril” and suggested that 
she’d probably be going for the “big one”, the Durban July, on 25 July. “I will be discussing it with her owner 
this week,” said Snaith. Breeder Antony Peter bought the daughter of Silvano back for R100,000 at the 
2017 Cape Premier Yearling Sale, disheartened that she didn’t get the bid he wanted, but he’s a happy 
owner today. Silvano’s Pride has won 5 races with 7 places from 15 starts for career stakes of R1 249 875. 

“A fighter of note!” 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

“Of course I can train stayers!” 

CORNE Spies is a friendly man who is not easily fazed, 
unless you tell him he can only train sprinters. He  
reminded Tellytrack viewers on Saturday that he’s also 
good with stayers after three-year-old Imperial Ruby won 
the 3200m OK Gold Bowl, one of South Africa’s top races 
for the marathon steeds. A few years ago, Spies posted a 
1-2 in the Eastern Province Gold Cup over 3600m with 
Campo Da Santa and Heyuneverknew. His father Tobie 
was also known for his knack with stayers including Aced, 
Northern Flame and Emperor’s Walk. Well done to Team 
Spies. 

A good education is vital, but... 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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