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Trainers and NHA lock horns over  
travel restrictions for jockeys 

PIC by illustration. (Chase Liebenberg) 

TRAINERS Sean Tarry and Mike de Kock have 
had the jockeys they declared for Sunday’s Gr1 
races at Greyville declined and removed by the 
National Horseracing Authority (NHA). They  
believe that this has been an unfair move, and 
that the NHA’s inflexibility on the issue will be 
detrimental to the owners of the runners  
involved, potentially also to the integrity of the 
Stud Book and the punter.  

Tarry had split his rides between Gauteng-based 
riders Lyle Hewitson, Gavin Lerena and Luke  
Ferraris, including those on Matador Man and Cirillo 
in the Gr1 Gold Challenge. De Kock had Callan  
Murray marked in for Due Diligence in the Listed 
Devon Air Stakes and Pomander in the Gr1  
Woolavington. 
 
Three days ahead of Sunday’s Gr1 spectacular, 
these raiders remain without jockeys declared and 
the trainers have been told to refer to the NHA’s 
Covid-19 stipulations released on 28 May and  
revised on 18 June. 
 
The NHA’s CEO, Vee Moodley, pointed to the 28 
May statement, which reads: “Jockeys will be  
restricted to ride in the region of their choice and 
cannot move in between provinces.  They will be 
allowed to make ONE move prior to the  
commencement of racing.” 
 

Moodley confirmed to Turf Talk: “Jockeys 
had to choose to ride only in one racing  
district for June, as it states in the release. 
We have followed, and are following our 
protocols.” 
 
The NHA said they took their decision to restrict the 
movement of jockeys inter-provincially, to prevent 
movement between “hotspots” and in so doing to 
“ring fence” areas (various racing centres), to ensure 
the health, safety and well-being of all stakeholders. 
 
Tarry commented: “The revised Level 3 Lockdown 
regulations announced last week provide for jockeys 
to make ‘one permanent move for the month of July’, 
and that they will be bound to the province that they 
moved to for the duration of the month. 

“There is a small window here. Sunday is 
the 28

th
 of June, with only three days to 

the 1
st
 of July, when jockeys will be al-

lowed to travel. The hotspots that exist  
today will still be there on Wednesday, 
nothing changes. But the NHA do not want 
to give us 72 hours grace.” 
 
The trainers believe it is their fundamental right to 
choose which jockeys to book on their runners. In 
selecting a jockey, they consider the experience of 
the jockey, the nature of the horse, the manner and 
style of the jockey’s ride, and the suitability of that 
jockey’s style for the horse concerned. The suitabil-
ity of a jockey for a specific horse is not simply 
judged on paper but, in many instances, the suc-
cess of the partnership between horse and jockey 
is developed through work riding between races 
and racing together over time.  
 
Tarry said: “What we’ll have to do now is engage 
jockeys who are not familiar with our horses, and 
they’ll be riding them at the highest level. They will 
be thrown in the deep end and this        (to page 2) 
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can compromise our winning chances, and by  
implication, too, the confidence of the punter to 
have a bet, and the stud book which relies on eve-
ry runner in the Graded races having the best pos-
sible chance to achieve the most accurate results.  
 
“The Gauteng jockeys we wanted to engage have 
done all the preparation work on our runners and 
are adept at Graded level. What if their replace-
ments fail to live up to the task? They, as a result, 
will not be considered in Graded races, at a future 
time when they may well have honed their skills to 
a higher level.” 
 

During the lockdown trainers, grooms, vet-
erinarians and NHA officials have been 
allowed to carry out their duties and they 
have been allowed to travel between rac-
ing centres. Trainers have also moved be-
tween sales facilities and racetracks. 
 
De Kock said: “Why are jockeys being isolated, 
now that everyone can travel? The NHA did not 
consult with the people whose lives they control.  I 
think they have over-stepped their mandate.” 
 
Tarry agreed, saying: “The NHA have done a lot 
right so far to get us racing within the lockdown, but 
this is not a one-day game. They could’ve applied 
their minds to the facts, as this is a fluid situation 
and things have changed since their initial media 
release.” 
 
Moodley said that the trainers were being selfish 
and that they were not considering the industry as 
a whole. “If jockeys were permitted to travel freely 
between centres, infections can spread to each 
and every centre, and all of the centres could be 
quarantined and closed, once again resulting in 
serious ramifications for the horse racing industry.” 
 
It can be argued, however, that the travelling of 
grooms between racing centres is far more  
problematic from a Covid-19 standpoint given the 
higher number of grooms that travel (compared to 
jockeys) and the close proximity of the grooms to 
one another and to grooms from other yards. Simi-
larly, the NHA’s officials who are currently allowed 
to travel between all racing centres, come into con-
tact with all of the participants on a race day,  
including jockeys, owners, trainers and grooms. 
 
There is no basis to suggest that there is a greater 
likelihood of infections spreading if jockeys were to 
be allowed to travel between centres at will. Equal-
ly, there is no evidence that the confinement of 
jockeys will drastically reduce the likelihood of in-

fections. 
 
Asked why everyone but jockeys were allowed to 
travel, Moodley said: “That is a stupid question. Even 
under Level 5, trainers, grooms, veterinarians and 
officials were regarded as ‘essential services’, and 
were given permits to continue their duties. Jockeys 
were not regarded as essential services.” 
 
Asked again why jockeys, now being “essential” un-
der Level 3, were not allowed to perform their essen-
tial duties around the country, Moodley said: “The 
NHA is the Chief Compliant Officer in this matter. We 
have to act responsibly and we’re not going to bend 
the rules. I am not going to argue this matter.” 
 

Tarry concluded: “There is nothing selfish in 
our pursuit of the best for our horses.  
Nobody would have been compromised by 
jockeys travelling on Sunday instead of 
Wednesday. 
 
“I also find it shocking that the NHA gave jockeys 
three days notice (28 May press release for 1 June), 
when this would have required some jockeys to 
change their addresses, find accommodation and 
move provinces, not to mention the financial  
implications to these athletes who never earned a 
cent during April and May. And they believed this to 
be reasonable notice.”  - tt. 

@turftalk1 
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JUSTIN Snaith’s Do It Again (left) and Belgarion (working at Greyville last week) sure to feature among 
many selections for the 2020 “Heversham 50 for 4” Tipping Competition. (Candiese Lenferna) 

Win R50,000 with four selections in Heversham 
Park’s “50 for 4” tipping competition 

GAUTENG’s Heversham Park Stud Farm thought that in these exceptional times where everything 
has changed, it might be fun to launch a competition to test the predictive skills of South African 
race goers and punters; whilst at the same time raising some much needed funding for our  
beneficiary The Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

HOW IT WORKS 

The competition is simple. All that is required is that you tip the winners of four 
Group 1 races over various distances in the 2020 Natal Winter season.  

 

The races are the following: 
 

1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020   (FIELD HERE) 
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 

3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 2020  (LATEST LOG HERE) 
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 

 

Tip all four winners of the above races and WIN R50 000! 
(Subject to the conditions of entry below) 

Conditions of Entry  
 
* The competition is known as The Heversham Park “50 for 4” 
* The total prize money for the competition is R50  000.00 
* The organizer is Heversham Park Farm (PTY) LTD   
* The beneficiary of the proceeds from the entry fees is the Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

TIPPING COMPETITION 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/terrific-fields-for-daily-news-day/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2019/06/vodacom-durban-julygr1-vodacom-durban-july-log-3-june-2019/
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The costs of entering The Heversham Park “50 for 4” is just R25 per entry. This is a non- refundable 

fee payable to the organizers in the following way. 
 By direct transfer into the following account  
                Account name: Michael Saltz Attorneys 
                Bank: ABSA 
                Branch code: 632005 
                Account Number: 407 909 0541 
                Reference: “Heversham” and Your Name  
                Email proof of payment to info@hevershampark.co.za 
* All contestants will have to submit their 4 Horse selection to the organizers by 17h00 on Friday 26 June 2020.  
* More than one entry can be submitted by any contestant.  
* Only one horse per race may  be included in each entry.  
* No multiple permutations are permitted. 
* Entries must be submitted online at info@hevershampark.co.za 
* Entrants are required to provide their personal email address.  
* Each entrant will enter under his/her name. No pseudonyms will be allowed. 
* Entrants must be over 18 years old. No persons under 18 are permitted to enter and will be disqualified in the 

event of them winning.  
* Any winner(s) of the competition will be required to prove their identity prior to payment of the prize.  
* No late entries will be entertained, and no changes accepted. 
* Only entries where the organizers have received proof of payment thereof will be eligible for the prize. 
* Should there be more than one winner of the 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition, then the prize mon-

ey of R50 000 will be shared equally by the winners and is not transferable. 
* In the event of any dispute arising of any nature whatsoever, the decision of the Director of Heversham Park 

Farm (PTY) LTD is final and binding. 
* There is no “opt out” option. 
* The 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition will be updated regularly on the Heversham Park Farm web-

site at hevershampark.co.za  
*The winner (s) will be notified by the organizers. 
*This is a tipping competition and does not constitute gambling 

    

 
NAME OF RACE 

 
NAME OF WINNING SELECTION 

  
1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
  

  

  
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 
  

  

  
3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 
2020 
  

  

  
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 
  

  

Contact Number (W)…………………………………..(C)……………………………………… 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
I confirm that I have read the Conditions of Entry regarding the competition and agree to 
abide and to be bound thereby. 
 
…………………………………………………..     
Signature of Entrant 
 
Please submit this entry form and provide proof of payment to 
 info@hevershampark.co.za  

 

                   Name…………………………………………………………..………   Date………………………………… 

ENTRY FORM: 2020 HEVERSHAM ‘50 for 4’ 

mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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THE golden Akhal-Teke horse, ancient root stock for the modern athletic equine.  (Photo: Artur Baboev).  

Study exposes a longstanding horse myth 
ARABIANS DID NOT CONTRIBUTE GENETICALLY TO THE MODERN THOROUGHBRED 

A study involving Arabian horses from 12 countries found that some populations maintained a 
larger degree of genetic diversity and that the breed did not contribute genetically to the  
modern-day Thoroughbred, contrary to popular thought.  

An international team of scientists was led by the 
University of Florida's Samantha Brooks, a UF/IFAS 
assistant professor of animal sciences; Cornell Uni-
versity's Doug Antczak, the Dorothy Havemeyer 
McConville Professor of Equine Medicine at the 
Baker Institute for Animal Health; and Andy Clark, 
the Jacob Gould Schurman Professor in Cornell's 
department of molecular biology and genetics.  
 
The group collected and examined DNA samples 
from 378 Arabian horses from Qatar, Iran, UAE,  
Poland, USA, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, United King-
dom, Australia, Denmark and Canada. The re-
search, published June 16 in the journal Scientific 
Reports, was conducted over an 8-year period. 
 
Brooks contrasted the discovery of more diverse 
populations with the samples they received from 
racing Arabians. Another longstanding myth says 
that the Arabian contributed genetically to the mod-
ern Thoroughbred, but the racing Arabians' DNA 
told a different story.  
 
“What we found was that in the area where this 
breed originates—likely the near East region, but we 

don't know exactly—there's a healthy level of  
diversity.” 
 
The horse is prized for characteristics like heat toler-
ance and endurance, as well as its unique appear-
ance, with a dish-shaped facial profile, wide-set 
eyes, an arched neck and a high tail carriage. It has 
been exported from its ancestral homeland for cen-
turies, with some modern lineages drawn strictly 
from these smaller genetic pools, giving the breed a 
reputation for inbred disorders. While this was true 
for some groups they tested, Brooks noted, they 
also found remarkable diversity when considering 
the breed as a whole.  

 
"What we found in these samples was not that 
much Arabian ancestry was part of the  
Thoroughbred line, but the opposite: that Thor-
oughbred DNA exists in most of the modern 
racing Arabian lines, indicating a more recent 
interbreeding within this group," Brooks said. "I 
can't speculate on the how or why, but this is 
clearly the story the DNA is telling us."  
-from phys.org 
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THINGS got heated in the run to the line in a race at Parx Racing in the US on Wednesday with one jockey 
using his arms to barge through between runners in the drive to the line.  Jockey Hector Caballero, riding 
Asbury Ave, used a stiff-arm on fellow rider Laureano Flores Jr as four horses came together inside the 
final furlong.  The stiff-arm tactic worked for Caballero, who was successful in getting space between his 
mount and Afleet Melody to his outside.  He set out after Vencil on his inside in the concluding stages with 
the pair going stride for stride late in a head-bobbing finish. The photo went the way of Vencil, but that  
wasn't the end of the drama. Caballero then threw in a successful protest against the winner which saw 
Vencil disqualified and relegated to fourth for causing the interference in the straight, having shifted out and 
bumped with Asbury Ave. The victim of the 'don't argue', Flores Jr, also put in a protest against Caballero 
for his tactics, but stewards dismissed the claim and Asbury Ave was elevated to first. - punters.com.au 

Get the hell out of the way! 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

SA’s Racing Association acting Chairman Brian Riley, the 
US Thoroughbred Idea Foundation’s Pat Cummings and 
many others have called for innovative thinking in racing’s 
quest to reposition itself in a demanding, modern market. 
‘Horse Racing Happy Hour’ is a US racing podcast  
marketed with the slogan, ‘Saddle up to the bar for spirited 
horse racing talk while enjoying your drink of choice’, and 
with the catchy artwork displayed above, on its website. 
Little things like this make a difference: doing things just a 
tad different to others; using bright, shiny colours, introduc-
ing presenters and knowledgeable guests from out of the 
tired, old, fray and regularly adding new dimensions to  
existing success stories. After that, changing what works, 
before it becomes outdated.  We’ve seen the roots sprout 
here in SA with shows like Clocking The Gallop, Racing 
Social TV, KZN Racing Radio, Winning Ways and others. 
They’re all trying, doing well, and can already make  
improvements to their basic products with small changes. 
Kosie “I can fire 30 people today and sleep tonight”  
Bekker, the multi-billionaire Naspers mogul, said one wise 
thing in a typically smug interview a few years ago: “I’m not 
a genius, I look at what is being done successfully over-
seas, take the idea and tweak it to make it better.”  The 
little tweaks matter, no doubt. That’s the way to keep 
things fresh and exciting, and the way wily entrepreneurs 
build empires. 

The little catchy things matter 

The truth doesn't really hurt 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
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