
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Wednesday, 24 June 2020 

FROM the paddocks to the virtual sphere. Klawervlei’s Farm Sale was a stunning success. 

Klawervlei’s surprise online sales bonanza 
SUNDAY’s Klawervlei Farm Sale was a ‘shot in the dark’ for John Koster and his team, but the 
online experiment itself, and the overall results, were unexpected triumphs for the Bonnievale farm, 
who has felt the industry’s pressure alongside fellow-breeders this last year. 

“We were willing guinea pigs, partnering with  
gavelhouse.com for a first of its kind sale in South 
Africa, but we just didn’t know what would happen. 
This was a wonderful surprise,” said Koster about 
the sale, that yielded R8,4-million in turnover in just 
a few hours of internet bidding. 
 
Koster added: “When the country shut down three 
months ago, we knew we had to do something  
foreign and out of the ordinary to give ourselves and 
fellow-breeders a platform to at least try sell some 
yearlings. The sale was open to other breeders and 
that played a role too. 
 
“To be honest, we thought that if we sold 30% of the 
yearlings, it would be some sort of a result. We went 
in with the attitude of ‘nothing ventured nothing 
gained’, and what we received in terms of support 
and aggregate was most pleasing for all of us.” 
 
“We have had a lot of very positive feedback. Peo-

ple had fun and everything was extremely  
transparent. If one looks at the stats there is every 
reason to celebrate.”  
 
Koster noted that: 
 
-Over 120 buyers cards were issued, 
 
-There were up to 1543 views on a single yearling,  
-95% of the draft was sold,  
 
-a top price of R680,000 was realised, 
 
-The turnover of R8,4-million was more than R1-
million higher than the 2019 figure and just 
R900,000 down on 2018, when the overall market 
was stronger and a R1-million foal was among the 
sold lots. 
 
Buyers and sellers were unanimous in their praise 
for the online auction.                              (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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KLAWERVLEI’S ONLINE BONANZA (fm p1) 

 
“Klawervlei’s online sale was a fantastic initiative that 
worked really well and was not only a cost-saver, but 
highly effective way to sell horses, provided of 
course that viewing was done on the farms prior to 
the sale,” said Pieter Graaff, owner of Lammerskraal 
Stud. 
 
“What an amazing experience,” said owner Etienne 
Braun. “It was exciting and such fun after the lock-
down.” 
 
Snaith Racing echoed: “This was very slick and fun 
to participate in.” 
 
Trainer Brett Crawford commented: “I was very im-
pressed with how easy and efficient it was to bid and 
buy online.” 
 
Craig Carey of Ridgemont/Highlands said he loved 
the format: “I was surprised in at the action in the last 
three minutes.” 
 

Said Oscar Foulkes Of Normandy Stud: 
“There was active bidding on the better 
horses, with prices appearing to settle at fair 
levels. I had hoped that the format would 
draw in bidders who wouldn’t otherwise 
have participated, and that was the case. 
We’ll definitely be back next year. Moreover, 
this causes us to reconsider traditional ways 
of selling horses.” 
 
Vermaak Equine’s Justin Vermaak opined: ‘A 
smooth sale from start to finish, probably the best 
online sale experience I’ve had,” and Lynton Ryan 
added: “From the comfort of our homes, with due 
diligence, we entered the world inhabited by the 
Musks of the world, and didn’t it go well! Horses 
made and often exceeded perceived values, and the 
fear of the unknown soon evaporated as the slick 
new platform took us to dynamics that will probably 
live on after Covid-19. The Gavel in your House!” 
 
Mark Bass, for Bass Racing, said: “Thanks and well 
done on a good sale, we thoroughly enjoyed the new 
format and this is definitely the way forward.” 
 
James Everett, for Hollywoodbets, noted: “Congrats. 
It seemed to work like clockwork. It was a first for the 
Hollywood Syndicate, as far as online auctions are 
concerned, but it proved a huge success for all 
stakeholders. The innovative viewing and bidding 
process couldn’t have been easier and it is a testa-
ment to the professionalism of both the Klawervlei 
and Gavelhouse teams.” 

“Somehow the Klawervlei Farm Sale attracted as 
much “gees” on a virtual platform as it does in real 
life,” said Kathryn Ralphs of CK racing, and Beau-
mont Stud’s Anton Shepherd summed up his  
feelings with, “I wish I had more horses on this sale!” 
 
Koster concluded: “We have a lot of good ideas 
traded to make huge improvements next year. The 
people in this industry are extremely resilient. To all 
the buyers who participated, thank you for your won-
derful support.  
 
“To the vendors who rowed the boat with us, we 
admire your courage to try something new and  
appreciate being in this venture together.”  - tt. 

SALES COMING UP NEXT 

MGAS Bloodstock has its online platform up and 
running and the catalogue for its inaugural online 
horses-in-training sale (1—3 July), brought to you by 
MGAS and CRT, is available on www.mgas.co.za 
They have 46 horses to be sold, including three 
mares in foal to the exciting Potala Palace, and run-
ners from various top trainers, including Sean Tar-
ry’s Aurelia Cotta, Carbon Atom and Royal Italian, 
Mike de Kock’s Arnica Montana, Corne Spies’ Van 
Halen Miss Khalifa, Brett Crawford’s All Out and 
Geoff Woodruff’s Theravada. For queries, dial Gabi 
on 076 724 0585 or Grant on 082 882 9774 

BLOODSTOCK SA’s July online sale will com-
mence on 1 July and Ashley de Klerk of BSA said: 
“We have around 70 entries so far, we’re expecting 
85. All is on track, we are happy.” This is a mixed 
sale, including sports horses, which kicked off in 
June with some fair results and is expected to go 
from strength to strength.  

FARM SALE PRICE LIST, HERE 

JOHN Koster, delighted. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
http://www.mgas.co.za
http://www.equineonlinesales.co.za/
https://klawervlei.co.za/sales/klawervlei-stud-online-sale
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JUSTIN Snaith’s Do It Again (left) and Belgarion (working at Greyville last week) sure to feature among 
many selections for the 2020 “Heversham 50 for 4” Tipping Competition. (Candiese Lenferna) 

Win R50,000 with four selections in Heversham 
Park’s “50 for 4” tipping competition 

GAUTENG’s Heversham Park Stud Farm thought that in these exceptional times where everything 
has changed, it might be fun to launch a competition to test the predictive skills of South African 
race goers and punters; whilst at the same time raising some much needed funding for our  
beneficiary The Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

HOW IT WORKS 

The competition is simple. All that is required is that you tip the winners of four 
Group 1 races over various distances in the 2020 Natal Winter season.  

 

The races are the following: 
 

1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020   (FIELD HERE) 
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 

3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 2020  (LATEST LOG HERE) 
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 

 

Tip all four winners of the above races and WIN R50 000! 
(Subject to the conditions of entry below) 

Conditions of Entry  
 
* The competition is known as The Heversham Park “50 for 4” 
* The total prize money for the competition is R50  000.00 
* The organizer is Heversham Park Farm (PTY) LTD   
* The beneficiary of the proceeds from the entry fees is the Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

TIPPING COMPETITION 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/terrific-fields-for-daily-news-day/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2019/06/vodacom-durban-julygr1-vodacom-durban-july-log-3-june-2019/
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The costs of entering The Heversham Park “50 for 4” is just R25 per entry. This is a non- refundable 

fee payable to the organizers in the following way. 
 By direct transfer into the following account  
                Account name: Michael Saltz Attorneys 
                Bank: ABSA 
                Branch code: 632005 
                Account Number: 407 909 0541 
                Reference: “Heversham” and Your Name  
                Email proof of payment to info@hevershampark.co.za 
* All contestants will have to submit their 4 Horse selection to the organizers by 17h00 on Friday 26 June 2020.  
* More than one entry can be submitted by any contestant.  
* Only one horse per race may  be included in each entry.  
* No multiple permutations are permitted. 
* Entries must be submitted online at info@hevershampark.co.za 
* Entrants are required to provide their personal email address.  
* Each entrant will enter under his/her name. No pseudonyms will be allowed. 
* Entrants must be over 18 years old. No persons under 18 are permitted to enter and will be disqualified in the 

event of them winning.  
* Any winner(s) of the competition will be required to prove their identity prior to payment of the prize.  
* No late entries will be entertained, and no changes accepted. 
* Only entries where the organizers have received proof of payment thereof will be eligible for the prize. 
* Should there be more than one winner of the 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition, then the prize mon-

ey of R50 000 will be shared equally by the winners and is not transferable. 
* In the event of any dispute arising of any nature whatsoever, the decision of the Director of Heversham Park 

Farm (PTY) LTD is final and binding. 
* There is no “opt out” option. 
* The 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition will be updated regularly on the Heversham Park Farm web-

site at hevershampark.co.za  
*The winner (s) will be notified by the organizers. 
*This is a tipping competition and does not constitute gambling 

    

 
NAME OF RACE 

 
NAME OF WINNING SELECTION 

  
1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
  

  

  
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 
  

  

  
3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 
2020 
  

  

  
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 
  

  

Contact Number (W)…………………………………..(C)……………………………………… 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
I confirm that I have read the Conditions of Entry regarding the competition and agree to 
abide and to be bound thereby. 
 
…………………………………………………..     
Signature of Entrant 
 
Please submit this entry form and provide proof of payment to 
 info@hevershampark.co.za  

 

                   Name…………………………………………………………..………   Date………………………………… 

ENTRY FORM: 2020 HEVERSHAM ‘50 for 4’ 

mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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TOM Marquand, early days yet. 

Young Tom wishes 
Frankie well for Derby 

JOCKEY Tom Marquand has wished the best of 
luck to connections of English King and says he  
respects their decision to jock him off the Investec 
Derby favourite in favour of Frankie Dettori. 
 
Marquand has enjoyed a phenomenal 2020, scoring 
his first two Group 1 wins on Addeybb in Australia and 
breaking his Royal Ascot duck on Who Dares Wins 
last Saturday. 
 
He was two from two on the Ed Walker-trained English 
King, having been on board for his Newcastle maiden 
win and the Lingfield Derby Trial victory that 
saw Bjorn Nielsen's colt leap into the Classic  
reckoning. 
 
But, with the 22-year-old yet to experience either of the 
Epsom Classics, Walker chose to give Dettori the ride 
for the Derby on July 4. 
 
Marquand, champion apprentice in 2015, is  
disappointed to miss the opportunity of his first Derby 
ride but understands the reasoning and will continue to 
ride for Walker. 
 
Marquand said on Monday: "It's a shame but I fully 
respect their decision and I can only wish them the 
best of luck. English King looks an exciting Derby  
prospect. Frankie's had a lot of luck and success for 
Bjorn Nielsen and I wish everyone good luck. 
 
"This is the Derby and it's not something to be taken 
lightly. This is a competitive sport and there's a lot rid-
ing on these decisions. I've just got to hope that I get 
my chance one day. That's the way I've got to look at 
it – it's just one of those things."   - Racing Post. 

Poppy’s going for the jumps 

POPPY Bridgewater. 

UK Apprentice Poppy Bridgwater has  
announced her decision to try her hand over 
jumps when the season starts in Britain. 

The 21-year-old, who has ridden 40 winners on 
the Flat, hopes to join Nigel Twiston-Davies when 
the jumps season gets going from July 1. 

She is following in the footsteps of her father Da-
vid Bridgwater, a former jump jockey who became 
a dual-purpose trainer and saddled The Condition-
al to win at this year's Cheltenham Festival.  

Bridgwater, who began riding on the Flat in 2014, 
said: "I've always grown up with jump racing and 
it's been in the back of my mind. Over lockdown 
I've done a lot of schooling for dad and loved it.  

"I'm 5ft 8in and my weight was creeping up on me. 
It had become a daily struggle, so I thought I'd 
give jumping a go. I used to do a lot of showjump-
ing when I was younger.  

"I've enjoyed my time on the Flat but I'm a 
bit older and it seems the way to go. Dad 
said he'll put me up on as many as he can 
and hopefully I'll be working for Nigel 
Twiston-Davies, who my dad rode for." 
 
Bridgwater has been employed as an apprentice 
with David Simcock and enjoyed a career-best 
season in 2018 with 25 winners, with nine of those 
successes coming at Brighton from just 29 rides.  

She said: "My favourite moment on the Flat was 
winning with She Believes at Ascot last May. It 
was the third leg of a treble for Sylvester Kirk and 
it was a special day. Every jockey dreams of win-
ning there."  - Racing Post. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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Kirra raised R230,000 for jockeys 

“WE HAVE OFFICIALLY WON THE RACE!”  Kirra Kotzen was understandably excited to announce that her 
‘Save Our Jocks’ campaign, launched to support jockeys during Covid-19, raised a neat R230,000. “Thank 
you to every single person who donated, shared & spread  the request. Thank you also to the Coastal Jock-
ey Association for supporting this venture,” she said. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

King Henry liked to go Big! 

WE are sad to report today the death of colourful Henry 
Wilkinson, notable businessman, former racehorse owner 
and small-time breeder. Henry was loved by some and not-
so-loved by others. He incurred respect and support on one 
hand, wrath on the other, but that’s the way he lived his life, 
and he wouldn't have wanted it any other way. For Henry, 
life was one big game. He enjoyed being a serious player 
in this game, and played as big as he could, often way be-
yond his means, with the motto, ‘Go Big Or Go Home’. He 
made and lost multiple millions more times than he cared to 
remember. In the process, he helped to make a few friends 
and colleagues wealthy and put others in the poorhouse, 
only to get them out of it with new ventures. He was a busi-
ness rubber ball, bouncing back time and again from major 
setbacks to make it to the top, only to lose the whole lot, 
often due to his love for gambling. He was a ‘Robin Hood’, 
never shy to help start businesses and give a hand to 
those in need. Through it all, he refused to settle for any-
thing less than the best, the biggest. He liked to have the 
biggest house, biggest cars and the biggest bets on hors-
es—in his punting heyday, he could throw half-a-mil at a 
single runner without blinking. He was never without big 
ideas, which took him to New York for several years with 
‘Park Plus’, a successful hydraulic car lift business, and 
later back to South Africa with Eco Wash, a car wash–
product that won the 2012  Enviropaedia Eco-Logic Award 
for water saving. Henry’s best horses were the stakes win-
ners La Brea Pits and Buckarina, the multiple winning 
handicapper Shining Rock, and the well-bred South  
Atlantic (Sadlers Wells), briefly at stud.  Henry was a big 
man with big appetites. Those who knew him well, will also 
describe him as a man with much sympathy for the poor, a 
generous donor with a big heart. The rollercoaster Henry 
Wilkinson called life, ended, penniless, in an Alberton 
house in which he rented a room, on Tuesday. Perhaps he 
needed just one more chance. There was a noble side to 
this generous, often larger-than-life dreamer. That’s the 
side we will fondly remember. Our condolences go to his 
children and grandchildren. Rest In Peace, King Henry! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

