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If racing doesn’t start caring for punters 
the industry will hit an iceberg 

IMPROVING racing for its biggest client, the punter, benefits the entire racing ecosystem, writes 
PATRICK CUMMINGS of the USA’s Thoroughbred Idea Foundation. 

The same simply cannot be said for other stakehold-
er groups in the sport. Every horse owner, trainer, 
breeder, jockey, farm, fan, industry executive, track 
employee or any other related stakeholder in horse 
racing should understand this.   
 
Making betting on racing as competitive and modern 
as possible is the most logical, sustainable funding 
source to keep racing going. A strong wagering  
environment gives horse owners the best chance at 
maximising their investment in horses.  
 
The more betting turnover that is generated, the  
better, provided it is combined with a proper split of 
revenues from that betting in order to sustain opera-
tions, both for the racetrack and the horse owner. If 
one entity is enriched far more than another, dispari-
ties lead to weakness in the entire system – some-
thing we are collectively experiencing at present.  
 
The ADW (Advanced Deposit Account Wagering, or 
online betting in South Africa) business stands out in 

this respect, yielding no less than tens of millions, 
but likely more than $100 million in profits just in 
2019 alone.  
 
Tracks need to cover expenses to operate – and 
there is nothing wrong with turning a profit, either. 
Some of the biggest track operators got into the 
ADW business, some got into the casino business 
too, and nearly all did it quite successfully. But as 
more betting moved online, and the legacy of bet-
ting splits evolved between tracks, purses 
(horsepeople) and ADWs, which serve as  
technological bet enablers, significant injustices in 
the model that has funded the operation of racing 
have been revealed.   
 
There are many qualifications on what each of the 
main stakeholder groups in the sport need in these 
equations. But this much is absolute – if the industry 
needs betting as the most sustainable path to either 
covering expenses or achieving profitability through 
operations, then bettors are a monumental (to p2) 
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PUTTUNG THE PUNTER FIRST (fm p1) 
 
cog in the process. 
 
Unfortunately, the bettors don’t need online betting 
platforms, tracks, horses, horse owners or horse 
breeders. They can bet their friends casually, with a 
bookie they know or are connected to, with an illicit 
online wagering platform, and of course, legally on 
almost any other sport in an ever-growing number of 
jurisdictions. 
 
Marketing the majestic Thoroughbred to the masses 
will attract people to horses, some of them will prob-
ably bet once they realise that trying to decipher 
which horse is fastest on a given day is a fun exer-
cise. But bettors are the only participants in the 
horse racing ecosystem who can walk away 
without notice. They don’t have horses to sell, in-
vestments and contracts to unwind, mouths to feed. 
They don’t have basic standards of welfare to up-
hold, yet they are the most direct source of income 
to a sport that exists because the vast majority of 
horse owners need to race for prize money to help 
recover the costs of operating. 
 
Sure, there will be horse racing of some sort regard-
less of whether or not there is betting, but if the bet-
ting ecosystem of North American racing (and cer-
tain other racing jurisdictions) continue to erode, 
racing as you know it will be a shell of itself. The 
industry which has sustained bloodlines for centu-
ries will shrink to an unrecognisable standard. The 
majority of the 240,000 direct jobs created by the 
racing sector of the American horse industry, and its 
$15 billion in direct economic impact, will be gone. 
 

The negative direction the racing industry 
has travelled over the last 20 years has 
been hidden from many in the sport, but 
particularly from owners and breeders.  
 
Subsidies, in the form of some shared revenue from 
betting sources beyond racing – be it slot machines, 
historical horse racing machines, video lottery termi-
nals or others – have made purses far more lucra-
tive than if the industry relied on racing betting as its 
lone source of prize money.  
 
That has “worked” for a while. If racing relied solely 
on racing betting to sustain purses, in the present 
day, purses would be terrible, because betting on 
horses has declined (roughly 50 percent, adjusted 
for inflation, in the last 20 years), and the splits 
which go from online wagering through ADWs to 
purses is ludicrously small.  
 
Racing’s funding model needs to be completely  
redeveloped. 
 
For the best part of two years, the Thoroughbred 
Idea Foundation has advocated for improved out-
comes as it relates to topics meant to directly help 
bettors – be it issues related to pricing (breakage 
and takeout), officiating and integrity (Category 1 

rules and international stewarding standards), im-
proved and less expensive data, and better betting 
options and tote modernisation to meet present-day 
demand.  
 
Why? 
 
Because, for the best part of two decades, the in-
dustry has increased pricing on bets, charged outra-
geous prices for the data needed to inform betting 
decisions, failed to modernise its betting platforms 
and the same can be said for the rules and integrity 
infrastructure. 
 
Reduced pricing to bets (lowering the takeout by the 
betting operator) will increase betting.  
 
Reducing costs and barriers to racing data will in-
crease betting. 
 
Modernising the technology of the pari-mutuel sys-
tem and creating more options for customers will 
increase betting. 
 
Upgrading the rules and integrity infrastructure will 
instill confidence in bettors and increase betting. 
 
All of this will improve long-term outcomes for  
every stakeholder group in the sport. 
 
Those at the top of the sport have yet to really feel 
the pinch. The iceberg is coming. Stop re-arranging 
the deck chairs. We could still take the helm, survive 
and miss the iceberg.  
 
A good wagering ecosystem yields benefits for all.  - 
tt. 

FOLLOWING our report on Maiden Juvenile winner 
Tarantino yesterday, OSCAR FOULKES notes that 
there is a little more to the back story and writes: “I 
bought Tarantino at the NYS as a pinhook prospect 
(for R100k). I liked him a lot at the time, and inci-
dentally saw a lot of Hard Up in the colouring of his 
tail as well as the lighter shade of bay.  
 
“Only after buying him did I notice his name. I’m a 
big (Quentin) Tarantino fan, as are my kids, so they 
were insistent that he should not be sold. He showed 
promise all the way through his RTR prep, so I was 
hopeful of a good outcome, but the sale as a whole 
was disastrous for us. He was not sold (R200k re-
serve), so early the next morning I got busy on my 
phone. Suzette Viljoen then bought him at her final 
bid (R120k). Because he went through NYS, he 
qualified for the BSA added stakes, as well as the 
full suite of CTS incentives. 
 
“Suzette has been a great supporter, so I’m hoping 
that he continues to improve. She really deserves to 
own top horses.”  - tt. 

Tarantino has a natural 
propensity to attract fans 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/newsletters/ttnews20200622.pdf
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Nick Jonsson: “I acted in the  
interest of good governance” 

BUSINESSMAN and respected member of the KwaZulu-Natal 
horse racing sector, Nick Jonsson, has issued a statement 
explaining his actions surrounding the proposed release of 
ring-fenced funds to the Gold Circle Board, which came to a 
head in the High Court in Pietermaritzburg last week. 

Jonsson said that, in his attempts to prevent the Gold Circle 
board from accessing approximately R230-million in funds from 
the sale of the Clairwood Racecourse in 2012 that had been ring 
fenced and placed in a “war chest”, he acted in the interests of 
good governance and furthering the sport in the province.  

Jonsson attempted to halt the Special Annual General meeting 
aimed at releasing these funds that was to be held on June 18 via 
a Zoom webinar. He said he’d taken this route as he felt that 
Zoom was not an appropriate platform to debate such an  
important issue and that this also compromised the interests of 
the many concerned voters that he represented.  
 
These members were also concerned that the funds would be 
released for use by the board despite the fact that no clear plan 
had been put in place to show how these funds would be used 
responsibly.  
 
Whilst the argument for urgency was upheld in Jonsson’s favour, 
the application to prevent the Special General meeting proceed-
ing via Zoom was dismissed with no order as to costs, due to the 
extraordinary circumstances posed by Covid-19.  
 
“I was happy to reach an agreement with Gold Circle the following 
morning that enabled the board to access R70-million to assist 
with operational challenges, which had spiralled during the Covid-
19 lockdown and prevent an application for business rescue. This 
would have been in the interests of all stakeholders. However, 
when members voted against accessing the funding the  
agreement was null and void,” he explained. 
 
Jonsson said he believed that there was still a long way to go  
before all parties could come to an agreement on a solid strategic 
business plan that would ensure a sustainable horse racing sec-
tor in KZN and ensure the future of Gold Circle for the benefit of 
all.  - tt. 

READERS LETTERS 

WINTER IN CG COUNTRY 
 
GAME of Thrones buffs quiver when 
they hear the warning: “Winter is com-
ing!”. 
 
In Gold Circle country winter has ar-
rived, a little later than Phumelela, but 
it’s here. The sage advice  of saving for 
a rainy day was never more apt, for the 
vexing decision which members of 
Gold Circle face. Gold Circle have a 
war chest of R200 million in the form of 
the ring fenced proceeds from the sale 
of Clairwood race course. 
 
Back on 21 May this year, just two 
weeks after Phumelela were thrown 
their life raft, the Gold Circle Chairman 
warned us that winter was coming and 
that his board would seek approval to 
gain access to those funds.  The  
unconditional release of the funds has 
caused concerns. 
 
The consternation surrounding the  
release of ring fenced funds and the 
resolutions seeking access to the  
entire war chest, together conspired to 
thwart the proposed resolutions upon 
which members voted last week. 
 
The Knight in the shape of Hollywood 
Bets arrived in the nick of time with a  
R40 million unsecured loan to ensure 
the show goes on – for now. 
 
The financial projections published by 
the board are sobering, to put it mildly.  
It is going to be a long winter. 
 
I don’t believe we can save ourselves 
out of winter.  Brian Riley’s comments 
in yesterday’s TT hold true for Gold 
Circle  too. 
 
The challenge for the Gold Circle 
board, management and members is 
change.  Change is prickly and uncom-
fortable. 
 
In the words of Winston Churchill, “To 
improve is to change, to be perfect is 
to change often.” 
 
Perhaps this crisis will be the catalyst, 
perhaps this will be a new start… 
 
Perhaps. 
 

-John Snow 
Durban 

NICK Jonsson with Do It Again. 
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JUSTIN Snaith’s Do It Again (left) and Belgarion (working at Greyville last week) sure to feature among 
many selections for the 2020 “Heversham 50 for 4” Tipping Competition. (Candiese Lenferna) 

Win R50,000 with four selections in Heversham 
Park’s “50 for 4” tipping competition 

GAUTENG’s Heversham Park Stud Farm thought that in these exceptional times where everything 
has changed, it might be fun to launch a competition to test the predictive skills of South African 
race goers and punters; whilst at the same time raising some much needed funding for our  
beneficiary The Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

HOW IT WORKS 

The competition is simple. All that is required is that you tip the winners of four 
Group 1 races over various distances in the 2020 Natal Winter season.  

 

The races are the following: 
 

1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020   (NOMINATIONS HERE) 
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 

3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 2020  (LATEST LOG HERE) 
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 

 

Tip all four winners of the above races and WIN R50 000! 
(Subject to the conditions of entry below) 

Conditions of Entry  
 
* The competition is known as The Heversham Park “50 for 4” 
* The total prize money for the competition is R50  000.00 
* The organizer is Heversham Park Farm (PTY) LTD   
* The beneficiary of the proceeds from the entry fees is the Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

TIPPING COMPETITION 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/gr1-entries-gold-challenge-day/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2019/06/vodacom-durban-julygr1-vodacom-durban-july-log-3-june-2019/
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The costs of entering The Heversham Park “50 for 4” is just R25 per entry. This is a non- refundable 

fee payable to the organizers in the following way. 
 By direct transfer into the following account  
                Account name: Michael Saltz Attorneys 
                Bank: ABSA 
                Branch code: 632005 
                Account Number: 407 909 0541 
                Reference: “Heversham” and Your Name  
                Email proof of payment to info@hevershampark.co.za 
* All contestants will have to submit their 4 Horse selection to the organizers by 17h00 on Friday 26 June 2020.  
* More than one entry can be submitted by any contestant.  
* Only one horse per race may  be included in each entry.  
* No multiple permutations are permitted. 
* Entries must be submitted online at info@hevershampark.co.za 
* Entrants are required to provide their personal email address.  
* Each entrant will enter under his/her name. No pseudonyms will be allowed. 
* Entrants must be over 18 years old. No persons under 18 are permitted to enter and will be disqualified in the 

event of them winning.  
* Any winner(s) of the competition will be required to prove their identity prior to payment of the prize.  
* No late entries will be entertained, and no changes accepted. 
* Only entries where the organizers have received proof of payment thereof will be eligible for the prize. 
* Should there be more than one winner of the 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition, then the prize mon-

ey of R50 000 will be shared equally by the winners and is not transferable. 
* In the event of any dispute arising of any nature whatsoever, the decision of the Director of Heversham Park 

Farm (PTY) LTD is final and binding. 
* There is no “opt out” option. 
* The 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition will be updated regularly on the Heversham Park Farm web-

site at hevershampark.co.za  
*The winner (s) will be notified by the organizers. 
*This is a tipping competition and does not constitute gambling 

    

 
NAME OF RACE 

 
NAME OF WINNING SELECTION 

  
1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
  

  

  
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 
  

  

  
3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 
2020 
  

  

  
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 
  

  

Contact Number (W)…………………………………..(C)……………………………………… 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
I confirm that I have read the Conditions of Entry regarding the competition and agree to 
abide and to be bound thereby. 
 
…………………………………………………..     
Signature of Entrant 
 
Please submit this entry form and provide proof of payment to 
 info@hevershampark.co.za  

 

                   Name…………………………………………………………..………   Date………………………………… 

ENTRY FORM: 2020 HEVERSHAM ‘50 for 4’ 

mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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BETTING shops in Singapore opened on Monday (TNP). 

Punters queue as Singapore opens betting shops 
THE rain did not stop punters from their shot at winning the lottery as Singapore Pools reopened 
yesterday. All branches and authorised outlets had been closed since the start of the circuit breaker 
on April 7.  

Outside the Tong Aik Huat outlet at 685 Hougang 
Street 61, a queue of about 30 had formed even 
before its doors opened at 8am, reported Chinese 
evening daily Lianhe Wanbao  
 
Among the safe management measures at outlets 
were enhanced cleaning of high-touch areas and 
common spaces, on-ground assistants to manage 
queues and visual signage and floor demarcations 
to maintain safe distancing. 

To minimise queues, the Tong Aik Huat outlet 
opened all five of its counters to reduce waiting 
times, while punters were spaced out with safe dis-
tancing markers, reported Wanbao. Customers 
were not allowed to fill bets in the outlets but were 
given the slips while queueing up. 

As payment service for winnings had been sus-
pended since April 7, Singapore Pools extended the 
validity of winning tickets by 90 days. –TNP. 

French crowds allowed from 7/11 
 
THE French government has announced that all 
sports stadia, including racecourses, will be  
reopened to the paying public from July 11, with a 
limit of 5,000 people in the initial stages.  
 
The news came as part of a raft of announcements 
surrounding the easing of lockdown restrictions.  
 
In a separate development, France Galop confirmed 
meetings scheduled for Auteuil, Longchamp and 
Saint-Cloud next week will take place at their intend-
ed venues, meaning racing will return to the capital 
for the first time since May 19.  
 
The Paris tracks reopened for racing behind closed 
doors in line with the rest of the country on May 11, 
but were forced to suspend operations just nine days 
later following an edict from the prime minister's  
office.   -Racing Post. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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IN Australia, the USA and certain UK courses, the ‘Clerk Of The Course’ assists the race day stewards with 
general operations, keeping horse and riders safe, and they’re mostly on horseback themselves. Shane 
Patterson was the Clerk on duty on Melbourne Cup Day in 2013, when the David Hayes-trained Auld Burns 
got loose before loading into the barriers, and a nation watched on as the flashy grey ran solo around the 
entire track. Patterson admits that he may have been in the 'wrong place at the right time' but couldn't  
ignore the runaway horse as he entered the famous Flemington straight in front of 100,000 people. "(It was) 
probably my biggest thrill of catching a loose horse," Patterson said. "Ninety or 100,000 people there and I 
was on a young horse at the time. He came around the bottom turn and I thought, 'Well I've got to do some-
thing here'." Patterson and his pony took off down the straight and caught Auld Burns in astonishing fash-
ion, sending the Flemington crowd into a frenzy. "We were going pretty quick anyhow, I did end up catching 
him and just the roar of the crowd, I mean you've got a loose horse that's done a full lap and you've caught 
him … you get a bit of a buzz," Patterson added.  - Racing.com 

One Course Clerk’s big buzz 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/


11 

 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

BONCUK is a particularly popular 14-year-old cocker  
spaniel owned by Ferhat Altıntaş, a tour guide in central 
Turkey’s most popular tourism spot, Cappadocia. Altıntaş, 
who has worked on a horse farm for 11 years, taught his 
little canine friend to ride a horse, and the dog now  
demonstrates his abilities to tourists visiting the region. 

Turkish Tourist Attraction 

When you’re in it for life 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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