
1 

 

www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Thursday, 18 June 2020 

The BMW Hong Kong Derby will carry total prize money of HK$24 million (ZAR52-million) in 2021. (HKJC). 

Hong Kong Racing offers record prize money 
HONG Kong racing will offer record prize money of HK$1.4 billion for the 2020/21 season, with the 
G1 LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint and BMW Hong Kong Derby featuring prominently among the 
Hong Kong Jockey Club’s upward adjustments revealed this week. 

The LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint (1200m) will re-
gain its position as the world’s most richly-endowed 
G1 turf sprint with a value this year of HK$22 mil-
lion, an increase of HK$2 million. Five other Group 1 
races – Centenary Sprint Cup (1200m), Stewards’ 
Cup (1600m), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (1400m), 
Hong Kong Gold Cup (2000m) and Champions & 
Chater Cup (2400m) – will receive HK$2 million in-
creases, taking their value to HK$12 million. 
 
The historic BMW Hong Kong Derby is Hong Kong’s 
most important domestic contest and will be worth 
HK$24 million, a HK$4 million increase on the 2020 
renewal. The 2000-metre contest is a key race each 
year, being a vital springboard for the next crop of 
Hong Kong’s stars, and regains its position as the 
second-richest Derby in the world, behind only 

Japan’s equivalent and ahead of the Kentucky  
Derby, the UAE Derby and the original Derby at 
Epsom. 
 
The Hong Kong Derby is the final leg in the three-
race Four-Year-Old Classic Series and the Club has 
also taken the decision to up prize money for first 
two legs: the Hong Kong Classic Mile and Hong 
Kong Classic Cup will both be worth HK$12 million 
in 2021, an increase of HK$2 million to each race. 
 
All Group 2 and Group 3 races will also rise in  
value. Group 2 purses will increase by 5.9% from 
HK$4.25 million to HK$4.5 million, while the prize 
funds for Group 3 races will rise by 7.7% from 
HK$3.25 million to HK$3.5 million.   

(to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
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HONG KONG PRIZE MONEY (fm p1) 
 
Total prize money for the 2020/21 season’s 88 meet-
ings at Sha Tin and Happy Valley is up by approxi-
mately 4.9% on the 2019/20 season. This year’s  
lucrative purse increases span all handicap races 
from Class 1 down to Class 5. 
 
Hong Kong Racehorse Owners Association Presi-
dent Mr. Chew Fook Aun said: “At a time when prize 
money levels are being cut worldwide, the prize 
money increases announced today by the Hong 
Kong Jockey Club are very welcome news, and a 
testament to the strength, resilience and buoyancy 
of Hong Kong racing, even in these very difficult 
times. 
 

Andrew Harding, Executive Director, Rac-
ing, at the Hong Kong Jockey Club said: 
“Hong Kong racing is among the best in the 
world and part of what makes it such a 
competitive sports environment is the  
excellent prize money available from Class 
5 right up to Group 1.  
 
“Despite the issues associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic and the uncertainty in world economies, 
we will continue our successful strategy of recent 
years to increase purse levels as necessary in order 
to reward and encourage our owners and to ensure 
Hong Kong’s elite races are attractive to overseas 
competitors. This approach has been a core element 
in Hong Kong being able to maintain its position as a 
world leader in providing quality horseracing and has 
enabled us to achieve between 20 and 26 horses in 
the World’s Best Racehorse Rankings for each of 
the past seven years.  
 
“For next season, the Club has increased prize mon-
ey to a record overall sum, including a significant 
injection across all Class 1 to Class 5 handicap rac-
es and Group 2 and Group 3 contests. We believe 
this will help to enhance competition and assist our 
owners in their attempts to purchase and import the 
best possible horses in a difficult economic climate.” 
 
Mr. Harding noted the importance of ensuring Hong 
Kong’s elite races, including the BMW Hong Kong 
Derby, continue to offer purse money which is 
among the best in the world. 
 
“Hong Kong is already home to the world’s richest 
turf races at 2000 metres, a mile and 1400 metres, 
and, while our Group 1 prize money is strong, we 
have nonetheless identified a specific need to in-
crease the prize funds for six of our Group 1 races, 
notably the LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint (1200m), 
which regains its status as the world’s richest Group 

1 turf sprint,” he said. 
 
“We have also increased purses for each of our 
three Four-Year-Old Classic Series races, notably 
the BMW Hong Kong Derby, which regains its posi-
tion as the second richest Derby in the world. The 
investment from our owners in high quality young 
stock for our Four-Year-Old Classic Series each 
year brings a vital replenishment of our elite cohort 
of runners, which in turn maintains the very high 
standard of racing here in Hong Kong.” - HKJC 

Vardy is turning the corner 

VARDY, coming to hand. 

VARDY, 5-2 favourite for Sunday week’s  
Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge, has come on con-
siderably since his reappearance third in the Inde-
pendent On Saturday Drill Hall Stakes according to 
Adam Marcus, reports MICHAEL CLOWER. 
 
The Milnerton trainer, based at Summerveld for 
most of the KZN season, said on Wednesday: “His 
Drill Hall run might have looked a little disappointing 
at first glance but it had been so difficult to plan 
preparations for these horses without knowing when 
racing was going to continue.  
 
“He hadn’t had a racecourse gallop and was going 
into the Drill Hall off one grass gallop at Sum-
merveld and some sand work. Also he had never 
been on a clockwise turn. 
 
“He was a little bit above himself on the day and he 
travelled a bit hard which is not like him – he usually 
comes from further back. The race did him the world 
of good and he has responded to it exceptionally 
well. He has tightened up beautifully and so far his 
preparation has been very good.” 
 
Craig Zackey again has the mount on the  
L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate winner at Hollywoodbets 
Greyville while Donovan Dillon will          (to page 6) 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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More quality from Normandy at Farm Sale 
THERE is always a focus on the basics at Normandy Stud, and that’s why they have been able to 
produce consistent quality from the stud for 50 years. Three more, below, from the Klawervlei Farm 
Sale Catalogue. Notes are by Oscar Foulkes. 

LOT 125 is a Pomodoro colt from Night On The Hill, by Warm White Night. 
 

What a smashing looking colt - high quality and strong. He comes from the Cap Alright branch of the  
Terpsichore family.   View pedigree. 

LOT 124 is a Captain Of All filly from 
Next Generation, by Centenary 

 
From the prolific Helenita family. Bred on the 
same cross as Cap Alright.  View pedigree. 

LOT 69, a Count Du Bois filly from Day To 
Day, by Modern Day    Strong, well-made filly by 
underrated Count Dubois.  

View pedigree 

http://www.turftalk.co.za/newsletters/klawervleifarm2020cat.pdf
http://www.turftalk.co.za/newsletters/klawervleifarm2020cat.pdf
https://www.normandystud.co.za/
http://www.turftalk.co.za/newsletters/klawervleifarm2020cat.pdf
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GET YOUR  
BUYER’S CARD 
HERE 

 

VIEW 
CATALOGUE 

HERE 

ONLINE SALE STARTS AT 6PM ON SUNDAY, 21 JUNE. 
DON’T GET LEFT! 

https://bit.ly/36RrjET
https://bit.ly/2zUyDU6
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VARDY (fm p2) 
 
partner stable companion Twist Of Fate. 
 
This represents a change of plan for last year’s 
Vodacom Durban July third as Marcus had planned 
to keep him away from the big weight-for-age races 
in his build-up to the July. 
 
He explained: “In the WSB Cup Trial he was going 
to be handicapped out of it because several of the 
higher-rated horses are running in the Gold Chal-
lenge and, although he is looking for more ground 
than a mile, I feel he needs another run under his 
belt before the big one.” 
 
Missisippi Burning is second favourite for the 1400m 

Tibouchina on Sunday week but the WSB Cape Fil-
lies Guineas and KZN Fillies Guineas winner is also 
second favourite for the Woolavington 2000 on the 
same card – and she may not run in either race! 
 

Marcus explained: “She is drawn wide (17) 
in the Tibouchina so that is doubtful and, 
while we are still making a final decision, 
my gut feeling is that 2 000m is too far for 
her. 
 
“She has done us proud and she owes us nothing 
so I want to put her in races where I know it’s the 
correct distance and things are in her favour. She is 
KZN-bred so the KZN Breeders Million Mile on July 
19 could be a possibility.  - Gold Circle. 

Filly from a top international family 

LOT 78 at the Klawervlei Farm Sale is a neat, well-proportioned filly by Soft Falling Rain from Entrench 
(GB), by Oasis Dream, being offered by Garth Miller’s BBP Syndicate. She’s a nice size for a first foal, with 
girth, good hind-quarters and the scope to develop into something really nice. The female line has  
European black type all the way down to the fourth dam, and she hails from the family of Banks Hill, 
Champs Elysees and Intercontinental. You can view her pedigree here, and there is also a video of her 
walking on the farm, here.  

https://www.klawervlei.co.za/uploads/images/pedigrees/AA0078-VR.pdf
https://youtu.be/xLrHMuNOC6U
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JUSTIN Snaith’s Do It Again (left) and Belgarion (working at Greyville last week) sure to feature among 
many selections for the 2020 “Heversham 50 for 4” Tipping Competition. (Candiese Lenferna) 

Win R50,000 with four selections in Heversham 
Park’s “50 for 4” tipping competition 

GAUTENG’s Heversham Park Stud Farm thought that in these exceptional times where everything 
has changed, it might be fun to launch a competition to test the predictive skills of South African 
race goers and punters; whilst at the same time raising some much needed funding for our  
beneficiary The Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

HOW IT WORKS 

The competition is simple. All that is required is that you tip the winners of four 
Group 1 races over various distances in the 2020 Natal Winter season.  

 

The races are the following: 
 

1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020   (NOMINATIONS HERE) 
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 

3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 2020  (LATEST LOG HERE) 
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 

 

Tip all four winners of the above races and WIN R50 000! 
(Subject to the conditions of entry below) 

Conditions of Entry  
 
* The competition is known as The Heversham Park “50 for 4” 
* The total prize money for the competition is R50  000.00 
* The organizer is Heversham Park Farm (PTY) LTD   
* The beneficiary of the proceeds from the entry fees is the Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

TIPPING COMPETITION 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/gr1-entries-gold-challenge-day/
https://www.sportingpost.co.za/2019/06/vodacom-durban-julygr1-vodacom-durban-july-log-3-june-2019/
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The costs of entering The Heversham Park “50 for 4” is just R25 per entry. This is a non- refundable 

fee payable to the organizers in the following way. 
 By direct transfer into the following account  
                Account name: Michael Saltz Attorneys 
                Bank: ABSA 
                Branch code: 632005 
                Account Number: 407 909 0541 
                Reference: “Heversham” and Your Name  
                Email proof of payment to info@hevershampark.co.za 
* All contestants will have to submit their 4 Horse selection to the organizers by 17h00 on Friday 26 June 2020.  
* More than one entry can be submitted by any contestant.  
* Only one horse per race may  be included in each entry.  
* No multiple permutations are permitted. 
* Entries must be submitted online at info@hevershampark.co.za 
* Entrants are required to provide their personal email address.  
* Each entrant will enter under his/her name. No pseudonyms will be allowed. 
* Entrants must be over 18 years old. No persons under 18 are permitted to enter and will be disqualified in the 

event of them winning.  
* Any winner(s) of the competition will be required to prove their identity prior to payment of the prize.  
* No late entries will be entertained, and no changes accepted. 
* Only entries where the organizers have received proof of payment thereof will be eligible for the prize. 
* Should there be more than one winner of the 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition, then the prize mon-

ey of R50 000 will be shared equally by the winners and is not transferable. 
* In the event of any dispute arising of any nature whatsoever, the decision of the Director of Heversham Park 

Farm (PTY) LTD is final and binding. 
* There is no “opt out” option. 
* The 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition will be updated regularly on the Heversham Park Farm web-

site at hevershampark.co.za  
*The winner (s) will be notified by the organizers. 
*This is a tipping competition and does not constitute gambling 

    

 
NAME OF RACE 

 
NAME OF WINNING SELECTION 

  
1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
  

  

  
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 
  

  

  
3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 
2020 
  

  

  
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 
  

  

Contact Number (W)…………………………………..(C)……………………………………… 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
I confirm that I have read the Conditions of Entry regarding the competition and agree to 
abide and to be bound thereby. 
 
…………………………………………………..     
Signature of Entrant 
 
Please submit this entry form and provide proof of payment to 
 info@hevershampark.co.za  

 

                   Name…………………………………………………………..………   Date………………………………… 

ENTRY FORM: 2020 HEVERSHAM ‘50 for 4’ 

mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

Not a shoot-out 
at the OK Corral! 

IT looks like Jehan Malherbe and Brett 
Crawford are kind of sizing each other up, 
like Wyatt Earp and Jim Mclaury near  
Arizona in 1881 before the monumental 
gunfight between their gangs at the OK 
Corral. 
 
But no, actually they’re chatting about the 
nice lots at the Klawervlei Farm Sale, and 
Jehan is holding on tight to his catalogue - 
he probably spotted a few plums before 
Brett got there. 
 
Jehan, with his long list of top, high-profile 
buys, including numerous international  
performers, is on call for advice to clients 
looking to buy at the Sale. There is a list on 
page 5 of this edition with bloodstock  
advisors to pick from. 
 
You can already place bids on the lots, 
perhaps wise to stake your first claims  
early. The online sale starts at 6pm on 
Sunday, each lot will go through the ring 
and have a few minutes online, before the 
bidding closes and the next lot appears. 
There is a friendly tutorial that will tell you 
all about it, on this link to Gavelhouse. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
https://www.klawervlei.co.za/uploads/images/Gavelhouse-Online-Tutorial.pdf
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR A THIRD THE PRICE OF A PACK 

OF IILLEGAL CIGARETTES! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

We’ll be taking legal advice 

JOAO Da Mata of International Racing Club, saboat and 
Sporting Post’s ‘Comments’ column fame, has registered 
as an Ordained Priest with Universal Life Ministries. At an  
investment of only 80 Pounds Sterling, Da Mata received 
the certificate shown here. He can now officially marry cou-
ples, pose as a priest and, as such, collect some heartfelt 
tears and cash from the gullible. Da Mata has applied for 
membership of the SA Racing Media Association and may 
have a small case, especially since he is now a Holy Man. 
Thing is, however, if he is accepted into the Media Fray, 
the troop of keyboard mercenaries led by William Milkovitch 
will also have a claim. We’d rather take legal advice and 
get a restriction order on the whole, annoying lot! 

YOUNG Rosslyne Mc Master (who turns nine years old 
soon) has sounded a warning to all Summerveld farriers: 
“They stand still for me, I’m coming for your business!”   

 Proper horse lady in the making 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

