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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Thursday, 11 June 2020 

THE late Bridget Oppenheimer seldom missed a big race in which her own horses were carded.  

Owners of Durban July runners should be  
allowed to attend once-in-a-lifetime occasion 

THIS Thursday, a suggestion to Gold Circle, which will host the Vodacom Durban July: how about 
following New Zealand’s lead and allowing owners with July runners to attend the meeting? asks 
DAVID MOLLETT. 

New Zealand Thoroughbred Racing has announced 
a significant move when racing resumes on June 
20. A spokesperson said: “Our first race meetings 
since lockdown will be held with owners being able 
to attend. With the expectation the country will soon 
move to lockdown level 1, it might be possible that 
full crowds will be able to be on course from the  
outset.” 
 
The Durban July — first run in 1897 — is SA’s most 
famous race and to see your colours carried to  
victory is the dream of the majority of the country’s 
owners. So imagine the frustration of having to 
watch the race at home with no big race  
camaraderie with your trainer, jockey and friends. 
 
Allowing owners with Durban July runners access to 
the course would mean in the region of 60-70 extra 
attendees. This is not a large number and, with 

masks and social distancing, should not present a 
problem for the organisers.  
 
Last season’s leading owner Chris van Niekerk will 
be one of the most disappointed if the entry ban 
remains in force. He has won two July’s with Pomo-
doro (2012) and Heavy Metal (2013).  
 
Commenting on the suggestion, Van Niekerk, said: 
"I would think that by the time the July comes 
around, we may be on a lower level of the lock-
down. In that case allowing a set number of people 
to attend e.g. owners appropriately attired with 
masks etc should not be too difficult a decision. 
How many owners would have horses running on 
the day? Limited numbers also make for effective 
social distancing. It can be done without spreading 
the virus which is the main objective of the lock-
down regulations.”                               (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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JULY OWNERS (fm p1) 

 
The allowing-owners idea was hatched  
Saturday’s victory by Summer Pudding, who 
became the third winner of the Triple Tiara 
when taking the Wilgerbosdrift SA Oaks at 
Turffontein. I turned to my better-half and said: 
“How Mrs O [Oppenheimer] would have  
cherished this moment.” 

 
Of course Mrs O — regarded as the 
“First Lady of Racing” and who died in 
2013 — would have had to watch the 
action from her Houghton home, which 
would have displeased her immensely. 
She didn’t miss many big races in 
which her jockeys sported the family’s 
famous yellow and black colours. 
 
Born Bridget McCall, Mrs O married Sir Harry 
Oppenheimer when she was a signals  
lieutenant on Robben Island. Her husband, 
who died in 2000 at the age of 92, was not 
madly keen on the sport but encouraged his 
wife’s involvement. 
 
There is a superb picture of Mrs O in an  
orange and black outfit and matching hat that 
perfectly sums up her exuberance for the sport 
— particularly when horses bred at the  
Kimberley stud took top honours. 
 
When she died nearly seven years ago, there 
was a night race meeting at Turffontein. The 
next day, one media report stated: “A sombre, 
sad mood hung in the Turffontein night air as 
news of the passing of the First Lady of  
Racing, Bridget Oppenheimer, filtered 
through.” 
 
I was delighted to have a good rapport with 
Mrs O and an invitation to attend one of her 
birthday parties was — for this Englishman — 
like an invitation to Buckingham Palace. 
 
Mrs O’s daughter, Mary Slack, as well as 
granddaughter, Jessica Jell and her husband 
Steven, would have all been at Turffontein last 
Saturday to witness Summer Pudding’s  
triumph in the hands of jockey Gavin Lerena. 
 
Many will have raised their glasses to them on 
Saturday night. Not only are they carrying on 
the family dynasty, but they have launched the 
financial lifeboat to save racing, which was 
drifting rudderless in rough seas. 
—Business Day. 
 

KYLE Strydom after his winning ride. (Candiese Lenferna) 

Young Strydom bags a winner 
with his second career ride 

APPRENTICE Kyle Strydom, nephew of champion jockey 
Piere Strydom, continued in the family tradition when  
winning on only his second ride in the professional ranks 
at Hollywoodbets Scottsville. 
 
Riding the gelding Transonic for Dennis Bosch in the last 
race of the day, Strydom got home comfortably to make a 
cracking start to his career in the saddle, and he looked 
quite collected in doing so. 
 
A ‘long drink of water’ as the English would say, the tall 
and thin 18-year-old has a racing pedigree with multiple 
SA champion jockey, Piere and trainer uncle Jacques 
Strydom sons of veteran Port Elizabeth trainer Hekkie 
Strydom.  - Gold Circle. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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GARY and Colleen de Klerk of Summerview Stud. 

BSA’s online sale makes 
an encouraging start 

BLOODSTOCK SA’s first online sale concluded  
today with almost half of the 103 lots sold to a variety 
of buyers. 
 
This was an encouraging first online auction in a tough 
market, with evidence that plenty more lots would 
have been sold if their reserve prices had been set a 
touch lower. 

 
The sale yielded an aggregate of R731,000 
and the top Lot was Lot 23, Petala, a mare by 
sought after Captain Al, bought for R114,000 
by Gary and Colleen de Klerk of  
Summerview Stud, the small stud farm situat-
ed near the Summerveld Training Centre. 
 
Petala, a three-time winner consigned by Varsfontein 
Stud as agent, is a half-sister to Doublemint, the  
multiple stakes winner. 
 
Lee Scribante, Etienne Braun and Nigel Riley were 
also active as buyers while Colin Gordon secured the 
second-highest lot (39) a half-sister to Legal Eagle by 
VAR, for R41,000. 
 
BSA’s Alistair Gordon commented: “We were happy 
with the way it started, there is a market to serve. The 
mares sold particularly well, the yearlings not so well – 
some of them had high reserves -  but we do have the 
Klawervlei and the National Yearling Sale coming up 
so there are lots of yearlings to consider and buyers 
have been weighing up their options.” 
 
Gordon reminded sellers that the unsold lots can carry 
over to the BSA July online sale for a rollover fee of 
R250.  - tt. 

Plans for smart Wylie Wench 
 
MIKE and Adam Azzie will be targeting the Grade 
2 Camellia Stakes over 1160m on Champions 
Day for their promising filly Wylie Wench and are 
looking forward to the Grade 1 Computaform 
Sprint too after Rivarine bounced back to his best 
at the Vaal Monday, writes DAVID THISELTON, 
 
Wylie Wench, who has only had four starts, made 
it three 1450m wins in a row last week with a 
comfortable victory in a MR 92 handicap for fillies 
and mares at the Vaal. 
 
The Azzies gave her a test of speed recently by 
working her with Rivarine and Mike said, “She did 
exceptionally well.” 
 
She has also shown speed in her 1450m races 
and is of course from the family of Azzie’s great 
sprinter National Currency. 
 

Azzie scratched her from the Grade 2 
WSB Fillies Guineas, run at Greyville on 
Sunday, because she drew wide but she 
might still appear in Durban this season 
as he would like to see her in a race at 
the Vodacom Durban July meeting. That 
race might be the Grade 1 Jonsson 
Workwear Garden Province Stakes over 
1600m. 
 
Azzie said, “The Garden Province will be a big 
ask right now but she is getting better and better. 
Next year it will definitely be the right race for 
her.” 
 
Six-year-old Var gelding Rivarine, who is out of 
Pocket Power’s J&B Met-winning full-sister River 
Jetez, has on occasion threatened to become a 
top class sprinter but has largely been disappoint-
ing. A Grade 3 and a Listed win are his best 
achievements. 
 
However, on Monday he beat some good horses, 
including Grade 1 winners Chimichuri Run and 
Might High, when finishing a 2,5 length second to 
Mr Flood over 1000m. 
 
Azzie said, “He enjoyed the break and we have 
now got on top of a few niggles he had.” 
 
He added, “But Mr Flood is going to be a tough 
nut to crack in the Computaform Sprint.” 
 
Indeed, Lucky Houdalakis looks to possibly have 
another rags-to-riches superstar on his hands.—
Gold Circle. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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JUSTIN Snaith’s Do It Again (left) and Belgarion (working at Greyville last week) sure to feature among 
many selections for the 2020 “Heversham 50 for 4” Tipping Competition. (Candiese Lenferna) 

Win R50,000 with four selections in Heversham 
Park’s “50 for 4” tipping competition 

GAUTENG’s Heversham Park Stud Farm thought that in these exceptional times where everything 
has changed, it might be fun to launch a competition to test the predictive skills of South African 
race goers and punters; whilst at the same time raising some much needed funding for our  
beneficiary The Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

HOW IT WORKS 

The competition is simple. All that is required is that you tip the winners of four 
Group 1 races over various distances in the 2020 Natal Winter season.  

 

The races are the following: 
 

1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 

3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 2020 
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 

 

Tip all four winners of the above races and WIN R50 000! 
(Subject to the conditions of entry below) 

Conditions of Entry  
 
* The competition is known as The Heversham Park “50 for 4” 
* The total prize money for the competition is R50  000.00 
* The organizer is Heversham Park Farm (PTY) LTD   
* The beneficiary of the proceeds from the entry fees is the Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

TIPPING COMPETITION 
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The costs of entering The Heversham Park “50 for 4” is just R25 per entry. This is a non- refundable 

fee payable to the organizers in the following way. 
 By direct transfer into the following account  
                Account name: Michael Saltz Attorneys 
                Bank: ABSA 
                Branch code: 632005 
                Account Number: 407 909 0541 
                Reference: “Heversham” and Your Name  
                Email proof of payment to info@hevershampark.co.za 
* All contestants will have to submit their 4 Horse selection to the organizers by 17h00 on Friday 26 June 2020.  
* More than one entry can be submitted by any contestant.  
* Only one horse per race may  be included in each entry.  
* No multiple permutations are permitted. 
* Entries must be submitted online at info@hevershampark.co.za 
* Entrants are required to provide their personal email address.  
* Each entrant will enter under his/her name. No pseudonyms will be allowed. 
* Entrants must be over 18 years old. No persons under 18 are permitted to enter and will be disqualified in the 

event of them winning.  
* Any winner(s) of the competition will be required to prove their identity prior to payment of the prize.  
* No late entries will be entertained, and no changes accepted. 
* Only entries where the organizers have received proof of payment thereof will be eligible for the prize. 
* Should there be more than one winner of the 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition, then the prize mon-

ey of R50 000 will be shared equally by the winners and is not transferable. 
* In the event of any dispute arising of any nature whatsoever, the decision of the Director of Heversham Park 

Farm (PTY) LTD is final and binding. 
* There is no “opt out” option. 
* The 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition will be updated regularly on the Heversham Park Farm web-

site at hevershampark.co.za  
*The winner (s) will be notified by the organizers. 
*This is a tipping competition and does not constitute gambling 

    

 
NAME OF RACE 

 
NAME OF WINNING SELECTION 

  
1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
  

  

  
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 
  

  

  
3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 
2020 
  

  

  
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 
  

  

Contact Number (W)…………………………………..(C)……………………………………… 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
I confirm that I have read the Conditions of Entry regarding the competition and agree to 
abide and to be bound thereby. 
 
…………………………………………………..     
Signature of Entrant 
 
Please submit this entry form and provide proof of payment to 
 info@hevershampark.co.za  

 

                   Name…………………………………………………………..………   Date………………………………… 

ENTRY FORM: 2020 HEVERSHAM ‘50 for 4’ 

mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

LOOK AT HONK KONG FOR GUIDANCE 
 
NOW that Phumelela is under business rescue lets 
hope that a complete professional restructuring 
takes place.  
 
Information currently presented on race meetings 
is sadly lacking and in most cases is often vague 
and confusing. In particular, the way race meeting 
information. tips, results, payouts are presented. 
To have to consult different sources for reliable 
data is not acceptable. 
 
Hopefully they will take note how the HK Jockey 
Club is structured and how well they present their 
race information in a complete, unbiased  and ac-
curate manner. Something on the same basis here 
would be welcomed by all punters. 
 
- Sid Clark, no address given 

 
PRINT COMPUTAFORM CHEAP 

 
My Postnet branch prints Computaform, double-
sided, at R1 per page, on decent quality paper. So 
that’s at a cost of about R30 per magazine, and 
you can eliminate pages if you want, or print them 
in bulk to make it cheaper. This may well be of 
some help for punters following recent reports.  
Negotiate with your local printer.—Tex Lerena, 
Johannesburg. 

READERS’ LETTERS 

Dutchie shines in Queensland 
 
SOUTH African-born Marnu Potgieter (photo), a 4kg 
claiming apprentice in Queensland, Australia, made 
racing headlines on Tuesday after booting home a 
quartet of winners at the Mackay racetrack. 
 
Potgieter, 28, won the first two events on the card, 
guiding Mighty Meerkat to a long-overdue maiden 
victory in race two at the horse's 69th outing. 
He rounded out his memorable day in the saddle with 
victories aboard Elle a Walking ($13) in race seven 
and Drumbeat's Choice ($3.50) in the ninth. 
 
Potgieter spent over four years as an assistant train-
er and work rider for the Geoff Woodruff before mov-
ing to Australia, and was only recently licensed as an 
apprentice jockey in Queensland. He had his first 
ride in the Sunshine State on May 26 at Mackay, 
breaking through for his maiden Australian win at 
Emerald a week later.  - punters.com.au. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

WE can’t recall ever seeing one in a race, but this is in fact 
a 100% thoroughbred classified as a “Sabino Chestnut”. 
The word ‘Sabino’ does not refer to a type of horse, but to 
a group of white spotting patterns in horses that affect the 
skin and hair. A wide variety of irregular colour patterns are 
accepted as sabino. This one is stabled with trainer Ciaron 
Maher in Melbourne. He is by the Gone West stallion 
Moonlark, who stands at Winning Colours Farm. 

A soft spot for this one 

This one’s a good listener 
 

THIS is a 100% donkey named Liquorice, adopted from 
the Cape Of Good Hope SPCA by Kuyan Kotzen and  
given to his dad, Glen, as a birthday gift. He was an 
abused animal, had barbed wire around his body, but in 
the care of the Kotzen family life is now perfect for him and 
another SPCA adoption, Jo-Jo, at Woodhill Racing. Their 
favourite treats are double chocolate biscuits, and they are 
said to  bray loudly when this snack is served. 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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BUYER’S CARD HERE   * CATALOGUE HERE 

https://bit.ly/36RrjET
https://bit.ly/2zUyDU6

