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KATAK has announced himself in no uncertain terms. (Wayne Marks). 

Piet Steyn believes Katak is one of the 
best colts in the land 

THE Western Cape’s Winter Series invariably delivers top three-year-olds that go on to outstanding 
careers – Winter Solstice, Pocket Power and Marinaresco to name but a few. 

Pocket Power and African Night Sky are the only 
two runners to have won all three legs, but trainer 
Piet Steyn has a candidate this year in Katak, a colt 
he reckons is “one of the best horses in South  
Africa.” 
 
Katak won Tuesday’s Gr3 Variety Club Mile at Kenil-
worth showing terrific acceleration on his way to a 
5.50-length win, and will be aimed next the Legal 
Eagle Winter Classic over 1800m, leg two of the 
three-leg series that will culminate in the recently 
renamed Pocket Power Winter Derby over 2400m. 
 
Steyn acquired the Ridgemont/Highlands-bred 
Katak privately from Rosedene Stud, who had con-
signed him to the CTS April 2018 yearling sale. He 
sold a 50% share afterwards to Marsh Shirtliff, and 
they are both looking forward to what looks like a 
sparkling career in the making. 

“He didn’t make a bid at the sale, he went through 
the ring unsold, but I liked him and managed to get 
him afterwards,” Steyn commented. “I think Katak is 
one of the best I’ve trained. One can only prove 
they are the best when they run against the best, so 
this was a good starting point.” 
 
Steyn added: “I’ve trained many top horses, I am 
thinking today for example of State Crown, who ran 
third to Jay Peg in the Gr1 Cape Guineas and the 
Gr1 Cape Derby back in 2007 and was unlucky not 
to have beaten him. Katak is easily in the same 
mould, he is very good.” 
 
Jockey Aldo Domeyer shared Steyn’s enthusiasm 
and said: “Katak’s got everything he needs to go to 
the top!”  
 
Domeyer had been looking forward  to   (to page 2) 
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KATAK  (fm p1) 
 
partnering Katak in a race after being called up to ride him in home gallops recently and he said: “When I 
got off him the first time I said to Mr Steyn that this colt is something special. 
 

“I had all the confidence in him and his athletic ability today and he showed how good he 
is. When he quickened away, he just lengthened and lengthened. He will get better and I 
am excited for the summer, when he will be at his best.” 
 
Katak, by Potala Palace from Sapphire Silk, by Windrush, is three from three with earnings of just a notch 
below R160,000. He was named after the eighth month of the Nanakshahi (Punjabi) calendar.  - tt. 

CAPTAIN’s Ransom stretches clear to win the Listed Kuda Perfect Promise Sprint. (Wayne Marks). 

Captain’s Ransom took no prisoners in Listed sprint 

OWNERS Basie and Suzette Viljoen have invested heavily in racing in the last few years, and  
Captain’s Ransom looks like she’s going to go places for the racing-mad couple from North West 
Province. 

The two-year-old filly by Captain Al showed an im-
pressive turn of foot in the Kuda Perfect Promise 
Sprint over 1200m at Kenilworth, Tuesday, and 
Snaith Racing will be looking at the Gr1 Cape  
Guineas in December as her ultimate target this 
year, with a quiet spell leading up to the race so she 
can mature. 
 
“Basie and Suzette have bought some really nice 
horses for us. We told them to wait, they have been 
patient and now Captain’s Ransom was the first to 
come through and we are delighted for them” said 

Jono Snaith of the Moutonshoek-bred. 
 
Candice Bass-Robinson’s Lemon Delight was on 
her bicycle with 200m to run and looked the likely 
winner, but Richard Fourie had switched Captain’s 
Ransom to the rail, where she quickened well and 
ran past the hard-galloping leader with some ease. 
“Captain’s Ransom has gears,” said Snaith. “When I 
saw Lemon Delight hit the front I thought she’d be 
hard to catch, but I know Richard rates this filly. 
When she got into stride it was a matter of how far. 
She’s an exciting prospect.” - tt. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
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MR Flood, quickens off a fast cruising speed. (JC Photos). 

Mr Flood sets new course record with Vaal win 
MR Flood shattered the Vaal 1000m course record when he won his seventh race from 10 starts at 
the Vaal on Monday. 

The exceptional son of Pathfork completed the 
dash in 55,31s, bettering the previous best 55,46s 
set by Magico in 2010, and looks set to start among 
the favourites for the Computaform Sprint on 27 
June. 
 
Jockey Marco van Rensburg, who has ridden Mr 
Flood in four of his wins and is likely to retain the 
ride for the premier sprint, said Mr Flood is one of 
the fastest he has sat on. “I’ve won the Senor San-
ta Sprit a few times and I raced against Mythical 
Flight, but Mr Flood is very good. He is one of 
those rare horses that can use his speed and then 
quicken off an already fast pace.” 
 
Trainer Lucky Houdalakis, who took JJ The Jet 
Plane to international stardom the last time he had 
a good sprinter to train, said he was thankful to 
have horses like Mr Flood in his yard.  
 
“It’s been stop-start with Mr Flood (due to Covid-
19), back and forth and backing off, so it’s been a 

bit of a balancing act. We galloped him on the grass 
here last week and I wasn’t impressed, but he was 
playing the fool. 
 
“I was worried, ran bloods but there was nothing 
amiss and he was eating well so we left him in  
because he is a good horse who knows what to do.” 
 
Mr Flood is owned by Keith and Gail Waterston. He’s 
a son of Pathfork and Last Word Pam (Jallad) and 
was raised by Willempie Engelbrecht. A R50,000 
buy, he has earned R637,000 in stakes.—tt. 

@turftalk1 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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JUSTIN Snaith’s Do It Again (left) and Belgarion (working at Greyville last week) sure to feature among 
many selections for the 2020 “Heversham 50 for 4” Tipping Competition. (Candiese Lenferna) 

Win R50,000 with four selections in Heversham 
Park’s “50 for 4” tipping competition 

GAUTENG’s Heversham Park Stud Farm thought that in these exceptional times where everything 
has changed, it might be fun to launch a competition to test the predictive skills of South African 
race goers and punters; whilst at the same time raising some much needed funding for our  
beneficiary The Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

HOW IT WORKS 

The competition is simple. All that is required is that you tip the winners of four 
Group 1 races over various distances in the 2020 Natal Winter season.  

 

The races are the following: 
 

1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 

3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 2020 
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 

 

Tip all four winners of the above races and WIN R50 000! 
(Subject to the conditions of entry below) 

Conditions of Entry  
 
* The competition is known as The Heversham Park “50 for 4” 
* The total prize money for the competition is R50  000.00 
* The organizer is Heversham Park Farm (PTY) LTD   
* The beneficiary of the proceeds from the entry fees is the Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

TIPPING COMPETITION 
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The costs of entering The Heversham Park “50 for 4” is just R25 per entry. This is a non- refundable 

fee payable to the organizers in the following way. 
 By direct transfer into the following account  
                Account name: Michael Saltz Attorneys 
                Bank: ABSA 
                Branch code: 632005 
                Account Number: 407 909 0541 
                Reference: “Heversham” and Your Name  
                Email proof of payment to info@hevershampark.co.za 
* All contestants will have to submit their 4 Horse selection to the organizers by 17h00 on Friday 26 June 2020.  
* More than one entry can be submitted by any contestant.  
* Only one horse per race may  be included in each entry.  
* No multiple permutations are permitted. 
* Entries must be submitted online at info@hevershampark.co.za 
* Entrants are required to provide their personal email address.  
* Each entrant will enter under his/her name. No pseudonyms will be allowed. 
* Entrants must be over 18 years old. No persons under 18 are permitted to enter and will be disqualified in the 

event of them winning.  
* Any winner(s) of the competition will be required to prove their identity prior to payment of the prize.  
* No late entries will be entertained, and no changes accepted. 
* Only entries where the organizers have received proof of payment thereof will be eligible for the prize. 
* Should there be more than one winner of the 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition, then the prize mon-

ey of R50 000 will be shared equally by the winners and is not transferable. 
* In the event of any dispute arising of any nature whatsoever, the decision of the Director of Heversham Park 

Farm (PTY) LTD is final and binding. 
* There is no “opt out” option. 
* The 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition will be updated regularly on the Heversham Park Farm web-

site at hevershampark.co.za  
*The winner (s) will be notified by the organizers. 
*This is a tipping competition and does not constitute gambling 

    

 
NAME OF RACE 

 
NAME OF WINNING SELECTION 

  
1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
  

  

  
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 
  

  

  
3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 
2020 
  

  

  
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 
  

  

Contact Number (W)…………………………………..(C)……………………………………… 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
I confirm that I have read the Conditions of Entry regarding the competition and agree to 
abide and to be bound thereby. 
 
…………………………………………………..     
Signature of Entrant 
 
Please submit this entry form and provide proof of payment to 
 info@hevershampark.co.za  

 

                   Name…………………………………………………………..………   Date………………………………… 

ENTRY FORM: 2020 HEVERSHAM ‘50 for 4’ 

mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

 

DAMIAN SHARES THE PAIN 
 
I absolutely hosed myself now at the Online Form 
Study story. (Online form study is a pain in the old 
arse, TT News, 9 June). 
 
I can totally relate. I gave up trying to buy a copy of 
Computaform in Pretoria more than a year ago after 
my favourite bookie closed down and it became  
difficult to get, even from the main TAB in town (which 
is a dodgy area anyway). 
 
I still battle with online studying.  The up and down 
scrolling and cross checking is way too tedious. I also 
tried using markings on a PDF but kept getting lost 
and I agree wholeheartedly with the ridiculous cost of 
printing it out and ending up with something that looks 
like the complete works of  William Shakespeare. 
 
A B&W version would suit me fine. Thanks for the 
laugh. 
 
- Damian Paterson, Pretoria. 
 

AND SO DOES VIVIAN 
 
GEORGE Stark is 100% correct in every word he has 
to say about printing off the internet. We also need 
some newspaper to give us the fields the DAY  
BEFORE THE RACES so that we can work out Place 

READERS’ LETTERS 
Accumulators, Jackpots etc. I have been told the 
Friday Issue of the Sowetan prints the week-end 
fields.  Will try buying the Sowetan on Friday and 
see what is has to offer! In the meantime perhaps 
some racing fan can start up a “little” form guide 
business!  - Vivian Mansour, Johannesburg. 
 
-Quite right. Racing Express is down to one page 
a day but reportedly trying to get one more from 
The Citizen, Sowetan has two on a Friday includ-
ing weekend fields and tips.—Ed. 

… AND PAUL TOO 
 
Agree 100% with Mr Stark on difficulties online. 
With racing disappearing from the newspapers, 
we need some kind of printed form guide. Sporting 
Post print edition is gone. Not all of us have print-
ers and ink is expensive. I'm old school and like to 
scribble, and then need a race card to throw down 
in disgust when I lose! - Paul Alexander,  
Johannesburg 

 ...BUT MULTI-NAMED SPECIES DOESN’T 
 

Why do old gents and ladies complain so much? 
Please, people, just look for solutions. I am sure 
any Postnet or print shop will print your  
Computaform for a good price, maybe give a  
senior’s discount. And, shoo, wow, Mr Stark, why 
do you insult the ‘woke and with-it’ youth? Be nice, 
please Sir, we are all humans in one caring  
universe. Namaste! -Jean-Jacques Huddlestone-
Cloete, Constantia, Cape Town. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Teresa likes them frizz-ky 

KENILWORTH’s Liaison Officer, Teresa Esplin, suffers 
from a love for horses and a love for music, more serious 
than others, she reckons. “I tend to fall in love with them,” 
she says, standing with Khopesh at Brett Crawford’s  
stables. He seems to like her too, sharing a frizzy mane. “I 
saw him by chance at a Kenilworth sale and fell in love with 
him, now I try to visit him (and a few others) as often as 
possible. He is injured, won’t race again, a bit frisky but will 
make a wonderful riding horse when he lets down,” tells 
Teresa, who occasionally rides a few on the beach for 
Crawford and Justin Snaith. She and other half Willem  
Labuschagne (Scottish guy?), as Tminus2, also perform as 
a popular duo in pubs and clubs. “When we still had them,”  
Teresa laments. 

Gas tanks are too expensive! 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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BUYER’S CARD HERE   * CATALOGUE HERE 

https://bit.ly/36RrjET
https://bit.ly/2zUyDU6

