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??

GIVE us a hard copy! Punters are having a hard time studying form online.  

Online form study is a pain in the old arse! 
LIFETIME punter GEORGE STARK laments the demise of South Africa’s printed racing  
publications and claims he speaks for the majority when stating that online form study is an  
expensive schlep which will, in time, affect the betting pools! 

I have been a punter for 50 of my 65 years and I’d 
like to put some thoughts on record, George writes. 
 
I am an old codger, yes, and I know some of your 
columnists at Turf Talk seem to dislike racing’s older 
folks. They think we have no part to play among the 
industry’s little legion of woke and ‘with-it’ youth, but 
we have, and many of us still contribute to the  
betting pools every day. 

While I have to get up three times a night to make a 
wee-wee and I wake up with joint pains every 
morning and I often look for my reading glasses for 
10 minutes only to discover them on my own head, 
I am quite capable of using the internet and its 
online services.  
 
So, when I’ve revealed my gripes, don’t come and 
tell me to go for a course on internet  (to page 2) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


2 

 

ONLINE FORM STUDY (fm p1) 
 
management, that’s got nothing to do with it. 
 
My complaint is aimed at no-one in particular  
because there is nobody I can really point a finger at 
in this difficult time when racing’s printed publica-
tions (and other mainstream magazines) have 
closed down. It just concerns my studying of race 
form online, which is now an expensive and  
tiresome exercise that leaves one confused during 
and after the process of scrolling through screen 
after screen of information. 
 
I never invested in a Kindle to read books. I don’t 
want to lie in bed with a piece of plastic and scroll 
while reading. I want to smell my book, page 
through it, give a page and ear when I put it down, 
and shelve it within my book collection in my library 
when I’m done. And books don’t break when I drop 
them! 
 
My son, George jnr., he is 27, is a very modern  
fellow (a fancy guy actually like Justin Vermaak, but 
perhaps a bit lighter and without the attitude) but he, 
too prefers the old-fashioned way of reading – a 
fresh newspaper at the breakfast table, a good, tra-
ditional book bought from a book shop and,  
because he is a keen punter too, a hard copy of 
Computaform or Sporting Post (when the wind’s not 
blowing on course), both of which have now ceased 
publishing their printed editions. 
 

The internet, in my view, is made for  
checking historic facts on google, reading 
instant, breaking news reports which 
wouldn’t have been in your morning’s  
paper (just not on CCN website, I’ve found 
that their reporting is generally completely 
false propaganda), or checking out some 
fun adult sites (not those with the men that 
look like pretty girls, though I have been 
fooled a few times myself!). 
 
I do not know a single serious punter that doesn’t 
study his form with a pen, and makes marks and 
notes on his form guide. Well, in the past that was. 
Some of us used highlighters for certain form point-
ers, and nearly all wrote down the day’s play on an 
open page in these publications, or underneath the 
condensed fields section in front of Computaform or 
in the Sporting Post pull-out. 
 
How does one make notes on a computer screen? 
A friend told me yesterday one can do it on a mod-
ern phone, but I’m not sure. How do your write out a 
big Pick 6 perm on a phone screen, or cross-refer to 

something you may have had wrong, or check on a 
number in an earlier race? 
 

No matter how technologically clued-up 
you are, form study online is hard, and 
sometimes I just give up. Studying form is 
about constant cross-checking, comparing 
one horse to another. When scrolling, the 
pages sometimes jump awkwardly and one 
loses info on reserve runners, those at the 
bottom, which now and then end up racing 
and winning! 
 
It’s happened to me a few times: I don’t know of 
reserve runners because the ‘pdf’ document I  
downloaded skips a few runners at the bottom of a 
page, and then, when they win, I had no idea they 
were even in the race to start! 
 
Georgie suggested I set a ‘page display’ with  
double-page view, but this doesn’t work either. One 
has to enlarge the pages to read the info, and in this 
case you now have to scroll sideways and often end 
up going from Race 4 to Race 7! Nee, bliksem! 
 
Ok, one still has to go to war with a notepad and 
pen. You scroll through, jot your numbers down on 
your pad but often have to scroll back and forth, up 
and down. The result? P/A and Pick 6 perms with 
numbers out of place, no easy reference to correct 
them and generally just a bugger up! 
 
Someone else said, go to gallop.co.za, it is much 
easier, but the same problems face you there, plus, 
you have to click on each individual horse to bring 
up their form. Also, gallop may still be run by the old 
operator and will hence be unreliable, bound to let 
you down when you need it most. 
 
Formgrids is good as always – though slower since 
its crash and needs updating in places, but this site 
was always used as the best back-up to study  
collaterals, and can also not be held in our hands or 
on your lap to write on! 
 
Now the wealthy blokes say, ‘Doofus, just PRINT 
out Computaform on your printer, it’s free, and so is 
Sporting Post!’ Ok then, but who will pay for my 
bloody ink cartridges? There is only one bigger rip-
off than illegal cigarettes and that is ink. The Zuma 
family is probably involved in the ink business too. 
The generic cartridges don’t work and mess up your 
printer, the good ones cost an arm and a leg and 
are spent within a week or ten days of printing race 
form! At R300 plus per black cartridge, and for that 
reason, I am out! (Like the Dragons in that DSTV 
show, ‘Dragon’s Den). 

(to page 4) 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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ONLINE FORM STUDY (fm p2) 
 
Computaform sold for R50 with the explanation of 
being printed on top-quality paper and with little 
jockeys wearing silks next to each number. They 
had to stop publishing due to printing costs. But, for 
crying out loud, we don’t need colour printing, top 
paper or jockeys’ silks! 
 

In the old days, I’m talking 30 years ago,  
Computaform was printed in black-and-
white, on flimsy paper, sometimes with one 
colour only in its logo. Why cant we go 
back to this? Printers need business, they 
will do deals and we will have our good, 
hard-copy form guide back. 
 
Even those small old race cards they used to print 
will help. I distinctly recall going to my corner café 
(whose boss was a Portuguese fellow incidentally 
also named George and he cooked the best slap 
chips in town), on Wednesdays to buy them for the 
Saturday meetings. Or on Fridays when the next 
week’s books came out. They were all neat, easy to 
read and had the nicest front covers. Just smelling 
a race card gave me what I know today was a  
dopamine blast – the same sensation drug addicts 
are said to get when they snort a line of Colombian 
marching powder. 
 
Today, however, the smell one gets in the form 
study game is the smell of mashed potatoes and C-
grade mince – the only affordable meals when the 
food budget goes to ink cartridges!  
 
Cheers from me and may the punters win! 
 
Robert Garner of Phumelela comments: “We are 
well aware of the need for a printed copy of  
Computaform. Printing in black-and-white and on 
cheap paper is something that will be considered in 
future, and there are other options to look at.” 
 
Lance Benson of Sporting Post comments: “Our 
online form is free for now, like Computaform. We, 
too, are looking at innovations and changes to  
assist punters.”  - tt. 

@turftalk1 

Handicapping ratings update 
 

S A Derby (Grade 1) 
 
OUT OF YOUR LEAGUE has had his merit rating 
raised from 90 to 113 after he outstayed his opposi-
tion to win the Gr 1 S A Derby over 2450m on the 
Turffontein standside track on Saturday 6 June.   
 
Runner-up SHANGO received a small drop and 
goes from 120 to 118.  He is still rated 5 pounds 
above the Derby winner, but it was borne in mind 
that SHANGO earned his high rating over the com-
pletely different distance of 1600m when he won the 
Gr 2 Dingaans last November. 
 
There were ratings increases for 4th placed  
WESTERN FORT, who goes from 95 to 108, and for 
5th finisher CORNISH POMODORO, who is up from 
91 to 102, LEOPOLD was dropped from 111 to 108 
and MASTER SUPREME from 100 to 96. 
 

H F Oppenheimer Horse Chestnut Stakes 
(Grade 1) 
 
HAWWAAM’s rating was left unchanged on 131 
after his win in the Grade 1, H F Oppenheimer Horse 
Chestnut Stakes, on WFA terms over 1600m at 
Turffontein on Saturday.  Third placed CIRILLO was 
deemed to be the best line horse to use here, and in 
rating the race this way all of second placed QUEEN 
SUPREME, 5th placed CHJIMES, 8th placed ZOU-
AVES and 9th placed HERO’S HONOUR all run 
exactly to their ratings and are effectively all line 
horses as well.  As such, no changes were made to 
the ratings of any of this group. 
 

Mauritzfontein S A Oaks (Grade 2) 
 
SUMMER PUDDING’s rating remains unchanged on 
114 after she completed a clean sweep of the Triple 
Tiara by winning the Grade 2 Mauritzfontein S A 
Oaks over 2460m at Turffontein on Saturday.  
 
Runner-up POMANDER saw her rating increase 
from 90 to 110, while 3rd placed BALLET SHOES 
goes up from 87 to 109.  The only drop was for 
KEEP SMILING, who is down from 104 to 102. 

 
Independent On Saturday Drill Hall Stakes 
(Grade 2) 
 
BUNKER HUNT remains unchanged on a rating of 
124 after his fluent win in the Grade 2 Independent 
On Saturday Drill Hill Stakes over 1400m at Grey-
ville (turf course) on Sunday.  BUNKER HUNT was 
in fact used as the line horse. No increases were 
made to the rating of any runner in the race, but 
MATADOR MAN dropped from 117 to 115.—NHA. 

http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.twitter.com/turftalk1
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JUSTIN Snaith’s Do It Again (left) and Belgarion (working at Greyville last week) sure to feature among 
many selections for the 2020 “Heversham 50 for 4” Tipping Competition. (Candiese Lenferna) 

Win R50,000 with four selections in Heversham 
Park’s “50 for 4” tipping competition 

GAUTENG’s Heversham Park Stud Farm thought that in these exceptional times where everything 
has changed, it might be fun to launch a competition to test the predictive skills of South African 
race goers and punters; whilst at the same time raising some much needed funding for our  
beneficiary The Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

HOW IT WORKS 

The competition is simple. All that is required is that you tip the winners of four 
Group 1 races over various distances in the 2020 Natal Winter season.  

 

The races are the following: 
 

1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 

3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 2020 
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 

 

Tip all four winners of the above races and WIN R50 000! 
(Subject to the conditions of entry below) 

Conditions of Entry  
 
* The competition is known as The Heversham Park “50 for 4” 
* The total prize money for the competition is R50  000.00 
* The organizer is Heversham Park Farm (PTY) LTD   
* The beneficiary of the proceeds from the entry fees is the Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

TIPPING COMPETITION 
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The costs of entering The Heversham Park “50 for 4” is just R25 per entry. This is a non- refundable 

fee payable to the organizers in the following way. 
 By direct transfer into the following account  
                Account name: Michael Saltz Attorneys 
                Bank: ABSA 
                Branch code: 632005 
                Account Number: 407 909 0541 
                Reference: “Heversham” and Your Name  
                Email proof of payment to info@hevershampark.co.za 
* All contestants will have to submit their 4 Horse selection to the organizers by 17h00 on Friday 26 June 2020.  
* More than one entry can be submitted by any contestant.  
* Only one horse per race may  be included in each entry.  
* No multiple permutations are permitted. 
* Entries must be submitted online at info@hevershampark.co.za 
* Entrants are required to provide their personal email address.  
* Each entrant will enter under his/her name. No pseudonyms will be allowed. 
* Entrants must be over 18 years old. No persons under 18 are permitted to enter and will be disqualified in the 

event of them winning.  
* Any winner(s) of the competition will be required to prove their identity prior to payment of the prize.  
* No late entries will be entertained, and no changes accepted. 
* Only entries where the organizers have received proof of payment thereof will be eligible for the prize. 
* Should there be more than one winner of the 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition, then the prize mon-

ey of R50 000 will be shared equally by the winners and is not transferable. 
* In the event of any dispute arising of any nature whatsoever, the decision of the Director of Heversham Park 

Farm (PTY) LTD is final and binding. 
* There is no “opt out” option. 
* The 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition will be updated regularly on the Heversham Park Farm web-

site at hevershampark.co.za  
*The winner (s) will be notified by the organizers. 
*This is a tipping competition and does not constitute gambling 

    

 
NAME OF RACE 

 
NAME OF WINNING SELECTION 

  
1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
  

  

  
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 
  

  

  
3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 
2020 
  

  

  
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 
  

  

Contact Number (W)…………………………………..(C)……………………………………… 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
I confirm that I have read the Conditions of Entry regarding the competition and agree to 
abide and to be bound thereby. 
 
…………………………………………………..     
Signature of Entrant 
 
Please submit this entry form and provide proof of payment to 
 info@hevershampark.co.za  

 

                   Name…………………………………………………………..………   Date………………………………… 

ENTRY FORM: 2020 HEVERSHAM ‘50 for 4’ 

mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

IN SUPPORT OF GROOMS’ FAMILIES 
 
GOOD to be back racing again. This may be of  
interest to you and your readers. 
 
I write today to tell you that we have paid the three 
grooms’ families who unfortunately died in the Grey-
hound Bus accident after last year’s National Yearling 
Sale.  As you know the money donated was held in 
trust by the TAG Foundation until everything was final-
ised and ready to be paid over. I am delighted to tell 
you that a significant amount was paid across to the 
three families, money that as you can imagine will 
come in extremely handy over this difficult time. 
 
Moutonshoek Farm would like to personally thank the 
following people for their very generous donations, 
The Cape Breeders Society, BSA, Mrs Jackie Tabor, 
New Turf Carriers, Mike De Kock and Mr Marsh  
Shirtliff. There were also many other anonymous  
donors and we would also like to thank them all. 
Whilst this was an extremely sad time for us all and 
most especially for their families, the generosity and 
support received from all of these donors goes a long 
way to helping provide some comfort. 
 
We are delighted to have been able to contribute to all 
three families and we continue to hold Karel 
Skimaans, Nico Ockhuis and Andries Swarts close to 
our hearts.   May their souls rest in peace.  
-Jonathan Gerber, TAG Travel, Johannesburg. 

READERS’ LETTERS 

ANDRIES SWARTS, one of the Moutonshoek 
grooms killed in a freak bus accident on the way 
from the National Yearling Sale in 2019. He was 

one of the younger members of a team led by 
Karel Skirmaans. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

CNN reported that this filly was going to join an anti-Trump 
protest near Belmont, New York, yesterday, but an authen-
tic news channel told the true story: She broke through her 
webbing in her stall at the Belmont Park training track, then 
ran through the rail at the end of barn, galloped up the sta-
ble perimeter past Anna House and out the Belmont Gate. 
Caught on Hempstead Turnpike on the eastern city limits of 
the Big Apple, the filly was fine, without a scratch on her! 

ONE-time astute tipster Matthew Lips, now an NHA  
handicapper, is required to dress the part and to go for 
regular haircuts. His close friend Paul Lafferty describes 
Lips’ hair as having changed in style from “Barry Gibb to 
Bob Hewitt!” Lips remains eccentric as ever, despite being 
without his former long locks. When not studying ‘line 
horses’, he collects old religious music album covers and 
smokes worse than a Sasol Chimney. On the pic, snapped 
by Candiese Lenferna, Lips spots cigarette baron Edward 
Zuma near Greyville’s parade ring.  

Lips: From Gibb to Hewitt 

Filly was not a part of protest 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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BUYER’S CARD HERE   * CATALOGUE HERE 

https://bit.ly/36RrjET
https://bit.ly/2zUyDU6

