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7 QUESTIONS to Adrian Todd 
SAEHP 

ADRIAN TODD:  The EU will conduct the audit as soon as it is possible to travel.  

TURF Talk caught up with South African Equine Health & Protocols (SAEHP) MD Adrian Todd to look at 
what Covid-19 has meant to the export drive and where we are going from here. Yes, it has obviously been 
a setback, Todd confirmed. Without Covid-19 the EU audit would have been conducted in late April and SA 
would currently be eagerly awaiting the audit results and the resumption of normalised trade. But the world 
is in ‘reset’ mode and we’re having to plan afresh. 

TT: How long do you see it taking to get the audit 
back on track?  
 
AT: “The last couple of months have meant that the 
world was basically in a total shutdown. From a Gov-
ernment perspective, Ministers and Departmental 
heads were focused on COVID-19 worldwide. While 
the pandemic is of course still a very major focus, 
the world economy is also ramping back up.  
 
“The EU have confirmed their intention to conduct 
the audit as soon as it is possible to travel. However 
with all the changes taking place in the world right 
now, many of the old ways of doing things have had 
to change. Even more will have to change as we 
move forward, and not just from a health perspec-
tive. To that end we are continuing to explore the 

virtual audit. I believe this concept will gain traction 
as a viable option going forward. This concept is in 
the early stages of discussion, these sorts of  
decisions are not something that one person can 
make. While I am very well aware of the frustrations 
the process of governmental decision-making bring 
to the commercial world, there is a process and it is 
taking place. I am confident that the delay will not be 
long. 
 
TT: How important do you see direct export  
being for the industry and has Covid-19 
changed that? 
 
AT: “I have always held that a sound export market 
is vital for the sustainability and growth of the indus-
try. Once the audit was confirmed, I started  (to p2) 
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7 QUESTIONS: ADRIAN TODD (fm p1) 
 
to see a number of people question if export was 
good for racing. I’ve heard comments that it will only 
benefit breeders, or that it will make horses too  
expensive, or it will be bad for the operators as top 
horses will leave, etc. The reality, as I have  
mentioned before is very different. South Africa ex-
ists on the periphery of the world thoroughbred in-
dustry. With a few notable exceptions foreign  
investment has been minimal, there has been an 
increase foreign interest as the goal of exports start-
ed to become a reality, but we will only see real in-
terest and development on that front once we can 
actually deliver the product.  
 

“Many people don’t fully realise how inter 
dependent the different sectors of the 
South African thoroughbred industry are. 
Starting at the source, the breeders, breed-
ers need to be able to expand their market 
in order to survive. Even pre-covid-19 
breeders in South Africa were reaching tip-
ping point. Owners, have been hit with una-
voidable stakes reductions and most are 
now suffering from Covid-19 having  
negatively impacted their cashflow, exports 
without any doubt offer owners a market for 
horses and remembering that the current 
pandemic won’t last forever a real chance 
at racing internationally.  
 
“Foreign owners will have a real incentive to buy 
and race in South Africa, with a view to exporting 
the best of their string. This will bring added  
opportunities for trainers to land new owners. The 
operators will benefit from additional international 
owners entering the game, but even more so from 
the opportunity that will be created for international 
horses to come to SA to race. Major international 
sponsors have shown interest in SA, but not while it 
remains isolated. Finally I believe that internationali-
sation of the industry will bring a real opportunity to 
attract more people locally to the game.  
 
“So to sum up, I don’t think exports are important for 
our industry, I believe it is vital to our survival!” 
 
TT: The export drive has given you access to 
government at a lot of different levels, how is 
racing viewed and how important was the rela-
tionship with Government in getting this far? 
 
AT: “There are many different facets of government,  
everyone has heard me say, what a great partner-
ship we have developed with the Department of Ag-

riculture, Land Reform, and Rural Development, that 
has been vital. We have also developed excellent 
relationships with many other departments. The  
racing public only hear about the negative interac-
tions and disagreements with gambling boards. 
There is a lot of goodwill that has been developed 
with government. We must not always focus on the 
gambling aspect when we think about interactions 
with government. There is a genuine will to assist in 
the development of a strong, sustainable, industry. 
An industry that is very labour intensive, has the  
potential to attract foreign investment, and create a 
solid export market. Government must not be 
viewed as the enemy.” 
 
TT: What impact has COVID-19 had on SAEHP? 
 
AT: “While movement of horses stopped for a while, 
that gave us the opportunity to review a lot of areas 
in depth in preparation for the audit. You can’t let 
one disease make you take your eye off the ball in 
the fight to control another, so it has been very much 
business as usual. As everyone knows we have also 
been assisting with the Covi-19 risk mitigation 
measures for racing. So we have been busy.  
 
There have been some good responses to our latest 
fund raising efforts, however it is understandably 
very hard to raise money at the moment. SAEHP is 
always at risk due to funding shortages and it would 
be a real crisis should we not be able to raise funds. 
If we stop this close to success, not only will all the 
money invested be wasted, we can give up any 
chance to export, ever.” 
 
TT: What is your view on Phumelela entering 
business rescue and could the operators’ issues 
impact at all on the export drive? 
 
“I take the view that the Business Rescue Practition-
er and the Restructuring Task Team must be given 
the needed time and support to do their job. I hope 
the industries participants understand just how fortu-
nate we are to have people like Mary and Jessica in 
the industry to step in like they did.” 
 
TT: You are also part of the NHA Covid-19  
compliance team, how do you see racing over 
the next few months? 
 
AT: “It must be remembered that throughout lock-
down the training centres were able to remain oper-
ational. There was not any other option, the horses 
had to be cared for, there are 100’s of grooms on 
site at most of the training centres. These people 
live there and had to be protected. The step from 
operational training centres to racing was actually 
not a massive one as the protocols had been devel-
oped and implemented at the training (to page 4) 
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7 QUESTIONS TO ADRIAN TODD (fm p2) 
 
centres. The resumption of racing was just one more step and the extension of already implemented proto-
cols. The whole team has done a massive amount of work to ensure that international best practice has 
been adopted and that racing can be conducted in a safe environment.” 
 
TT: So you see a positive future for South African racing? 
 
AT: It’s not like Covid-19 was the start of a crisis for South African racing we were already well into it, how-
ever I am positive that as I have said, we do have a great world class product and also the opportunity to 
create a world class international industry, we must make sure our vision is wide enough and we don ’t al-
low a parochial view of things to dash our chances. It won’t be easy, but it is possible.  -tt. 

A gr1 clean sweep for BSA graduates 
BLOODSTOCK South Africa-sold thoroughbreds stole the show at Turffontein on Derby Day  
Saturday, with National Sale buy Hawwaam winning the G1 H F Oppenheimer Horse Chestnut 
Stakes (1600m) and National 2YO Sale graduate Our Of Your League landing the G1 SA Derby 
(2450m) on the same day. 

The Mike de Kock trained Hawwaam, a R1 000 000 
buy from the 2017 National Yearling Sale, showed 
his class when romping home to a clear-cut and 
decisive victory in the H F Oppenheimer Horse 
Chestnut Stakes. 
 
Last season's Equus Champion 3YO Colt, the 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid al Maktoum owned four-
year-old pulled clear under jockey Callan Murray to 
land the 2020 Horse Chestnut Stakes by just under 
a length and a half. 

 
Hawwaam, who was bred by Wilgerbosdrift 
& Mauritzfontein, has now won nine of just 
12 starts (for earnings of R6 514 775, and 
his seven graded victories include wins in 
all of the G1 SA Classic, G1 Premier's 
Champions Challenge, G1 Daily News 
2000 and the aforementioned Horse Chest-
nut Stakes. 
 
One of 96 stakes winners sired by multiple champi-
on sire Silvano (who has 37 lots on offer at the up-
coming National Yearling Sale), Hawwaam is one of 
three G1 winners produced by the Jet Master sired 
G3 Prix du Cap heroine Halfway To Heaven. 
 
Halfway To Heaven, South Africa's Broodmare Of 
The Year in 2018-2019, has a Silvano own brother 
to Hawwaam, by the name of Celestial City (Lot 
185), on offer at this year's Emperors Palace Na-
tional Yearling Sale. 
 
Trainer Fabian Habib picked up his first G1 triumph 
when he sent out Out Of Your League, a R130 000 
buy from the 2018 Emperors Palace National 2YO 
Sale, to land Saturday's SA Derby, the final leg of 
South Africa's Triple Crown. 

The Wynand Nel bred gelding made most of the 
running, under jockey Raymond Danielson, and 
showed plenty of heart when fighting back to score 

a half-length win. 
 
A third G1 winner for the Klipdrif based SA Derby 
winner Elusive Fort, Out Of Your League is owned 
by Messrs JJ Habib, Late SFG Habib, GJ Nassif, J 
Nassif, NJ Nassif, Miss NK Nassif, Mr WC Nassif & 
Mrs C Nassif & Tri-Deal Sixteen CC (Nom: Mr ZL 
Nassif). 
 
Now a three time winner from just nine starts, Out Of 
Your League took his earnings to R421 175 with his 
courageous win on Saturday. 
 
The day's "Cherry On The Top" moment came when 
unbeaten filly Summer Pudding (Silvano-Cherry On 
The Cake) won the G2 Wilgerbosdrift SA Oaks 
(2450m) to become just the third three-year-old to 
sweep the Wilgerbosdrift Triple Tiara. 
 
Now unbeaten in six starts, the Wilgerbosdrift & 
Mauritzfontein bred Summer Pudding has a What A 
Winter half-brother, by the name of Vanderbilt (Lot 
85), on offer at the 2020 Emperors Palace National 
Yearling Sale.  - BSA. 

HAWWAAM, four Gr1’s. 
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VANDERBILT (Lot 85 @ NYS) , a yearling half-brother to Summer Pudding.  

Jessica reflects on Summer Pudding 
and other matters at heart 

JESSICA Jell of Mauritzfontein Stud has her hands full with activities on the Kimberley farm, her baby 
daughter and her husband, Steven, but she took time to answer a few queries after her Oaks (and 
Wilgerbosdrift Triple Tiara win), with Summer Pudding. 

TT: How does it feel to have owned and bred (in 
partnership with Wilgerbosdrift) a Triple Tiara 
winner in less than 5 years at the helm of  
Mauritzfontein? 
 
JJ: “I couldn’t tell you how it feels because the victo-
ry has definitely not sunk in yet. We are all so over 
excited and in awe to be honest. Summer Pudding 
has been amazing and how Paul Peter managed to 
have her spot on for the race on the 4

th
 of April and 

then keep her on the boil for two months to win like 
that, is a real feather in his cap as a trainer. He and 
his team have clearly put so much time and effort 
into keeping the Pudding fit, well and happy and so 
all accolades go to them.  
 
“I don’t think fillies can win all three legs of the Tiara 
unless they (obviously have the ability) but are hap-
py in themselves and enjoying life and work – that’s 
all thanks to Paul and Tony. Also hats off to Patrick 
her groom, he is a star too, and incidentally was 

Cherry On The Top’s groom so he is no stranger to 
the pressures of the Tiara. For Mauritzfontein it is 
incredible, and Mike (Sharkey), Nigel and Gail 
(Page) are all over the moon too. The Cherry family 
are our pride and joy and its incredibly to have two 
such closely related Tiara winners. A special thank 
you needs to go to Gail too, when the Pudding sliced 
her leg open as a yearling, Gail spent months  
nursing her back to health – it’s really all turned into 
a fairytale story. Mum and I can take zero credit for 
Summer Pudding’s success but a lot of wonderful 
people have helped her to get where she is and to 
them, I am eternally grateful.” 
 
TT: How do you feel about racing’s immediate 
future? 
 
JJ: “Change is always terrifying and its so easy to 
worry about the unknown but to be honest I feel 
more optimistic now about racing’s future, than I 
have in decades. We hit rock bottom, we      (to p7) 
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JESSICA JELL (fm p6) 
 
all now know that, but aside from making sure we 
do not make the same mistakes again, it is im-
portant to look forward and not backwards. The 
Task team is made up of some exceptional people, 
all of whom have real integrity and drive. I feel so 
lucky to have people like them working so hard for 
all of us in getting things on the right track. They 
are having to make hard decisions and are working 
tirelessly because they really care. So many of us 
are quick to comment from the sidelines but they 
are doers and they have the greater good of the 
industry at heart. I am in awe and grateful  
beyond description. If there has ever been a time 
for the rest of us to come together and bring our 
positive “A games” to the party, it is now.” 

TT: “You have long been excited about your  
imported stallion, Danon Platina. Tell us. 
 
JJ: “Obviously I hope that Danon Platina becomes 
a champion sire. I am from the Jehan Malherbe 
school though and he has always taught me how 
many things have to go your way for a stallion to 
make it and become successful. I am a realist in 
terms of the statistics and so now we wait and see. 
What Danon does have in his favour are both a 
pedigree and temperament of a champion and so 
we are all hugely positive and just very excited 
about his future. He is by Deep Impact out of 
Badeelah who is by Unbridled’s Song. Recently 
you would have all seen Contrail winning the  
Japanese Derby and he is bred on exactly the 
same lines (Deep Impact out of an Unbridled’s 
Song mare).  
 
“Deep Impact is a superstar sire and we are just so 
excited to have one of his Group 1 winning sons in 
Danon Platina – Jehan managing to secure him for 
our syndicate is in itself a triumph! More recently 
the Yasuda Kinen Gr.1 (250 Million yen) was also 
won by a Deep Impact – he is just unbelievable. I 
can’t wait for the first of his foals to be born this 
season. The first of our mares to be covered by 
Danon Platina last year was actually Cherry On 
The Top. We have sent some of our best mares to 
Danon Platina, we believe in him and now all we 
can do is cross fingers and wait.” - tt. 

STEVEN and Jessica Jell. 

WILD Coast (blue cap) wins the KZN Guineas from 
Padre Pio, middle. (Gold Circle) 

CTS pair fights out KZN Guineas 
 
CTS graduates fought out a nail-biting finish to Sun-
day’s Gr2 WSB KZN Guineas at Greyville, and the 
judge had to study the photo for a while to declare 
Wild Coast the narrow winner over Padre Pio. 
 
Padre Pio set a good pace under Craig Zackey and 
extended his advantage when the field turned for 
home, with Wild Coast one from last in the hands of 
Donavan Dillon. 
 
The Dennis Bosch-trained runner kept rolling in front 
and looked to have it won, but Wild Coast had found 
a clear run near the rail, made up steady ground to 
be in touch at the 200m pole, and flew up over the 
last 50m to snatch a short head victory. 
 
Wild Coast is a son of Trippi and the first foal of for-
mer Equus Champion Filly Beach Beauty, who won 
17 races and trainer Justin Snaith recalled: “When I 
came to KZN in the days of Beach Beauty she al-
ways had breeders and everyone around her, she 
had such a following, how fitting is it that her son 
Wild Coast has now won the Natal Guineas! 
 
“Wild Coast, like Bunker Hunt, doesn’t take a lot of 
work, you have to be careful with them, so with no 
prep races, you could just see he would run fresh. I 
am over the moon for the Rupert family and every-
one at Drakenstein.” 
 
Dillon reported: “It looked tight, but Wild Coast rallied 
and gave me more and more. He is something spe-
cial.” 
 
The winner was a R2,5-million purchase at the 2018 
Cape Premier Yearling Sale and with three wins from 
seven starts and R340,000 in the bank, he is well on 
his way to more success. Padre Pio (Vercingetorix), 
a R500,000 buy from the 2018 CTS April Yearling 
Sale, was a winner everywhere but on the line.  
Having proved himself against some of the best in 
the land now, his future also looks bright.—Cape 
Thoroughbred Sales. 
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JUSTIN Snaith’s Do It Again (left) and Belgarion (working at Greyville last week) sure to feature among 
many selections for the 2020 “Heversham 50 for 4” Tipping Competition. (Candiese Lenferna) 

Win R50,000 with four selections in Heversham 
Park’s “50 for 4” tipping competition 

GAUTENG’s Heversham Park Stud Farm thought that in these exceptional times where everything 
has changed, it might be fun to launch a competition to test the predictive skills of South African 
race goers and punters; whilst at the same time raising some much needed funding for our  
beneficiary The Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

HOW IT WORKS 

The competition is simple. All that is required is that you tip the winners of four 
Group 1 races over various distances in the 2020 Natal Winter season.  

 

The races are the following: 
 

1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 

3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 2020 
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 

 

Tip all four winners of the above races and WIN R50 000! 
(Subject to the conditions of entry below) 

Conditions of Entry  
 
* The competition is known as The Heversham Park “50 for 4” 
* The total prize money for the competition is R50  000.00 
* The organizer is Heversham Park Farm (PTY) LTD   
* The beneficiary of the proceeds from the entry fees is the Highveld Horse Care Unit.  

TIPPING COMPETITION 
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The costs of entering The Heversham Park “50 for 4” is just R25 per entry. This is a non- refundable 

fee payable to the organizers in the following way. 
 By direct transfer into the following account  
                Account name: Michael Saltz Attorneys 
                Bank: ABSA 
                Branch code: 632005 
                Account Number: 407 909 0541 
                Reference: “Heversham” and Your Name  
                Email proof of payment to info@hevershampark.co.za 
* All contestants will have to submit their 4 Horse selection to the organizers by 17h00 on Friday 26 June 2020.  
* More than one entry can be submitted by any contestant.  
* Only one horse per race may  be included in each entry.  
* No multiple permutations are permitted. 
* Entries must be submitted online at info@hevershampark.co.za 
* Entrants are required to provide their personal email address.  
* Each entrant will enter under his/her name. No pseudonyms will be allowed. 
* Entrants must be over 18 years old. No persons under 18 are permitted to enter and will be disqualified in the 

event of them winning.  
* Any winner(s) of the competition will be required to prove their identity prior to payment of the prize.  
* No late entries will be entertained, and no changes accepted. 
* Only entries where the organizers have received proof of payment thereof will be eligible for the prize. 
* Should there be more than one winner of the 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition, then the prize mon-

ey of R50 000 will be shared equally by the winners and is not transferable. 
* In the event of any dispute arising of any nature whatsoever, the decision of the Director of Heversham Park 

Farm (PTY) LTD is final and binding. 
* There is no “opt out” option. 
* The 2020 Heversham Park “50 for 4” competition will be updated regularly on the Heversham Park Farm web-

site at hevershampark.co.za  
*The winner (s) will be notified by the organizers. 
*This is a tipping competition and does not constitute gambling 

    

 
NAME OF RACE 

 
NAME OF WINNING SELECTION 

  
1. The Gold Challenge 1600m 28 June 2020 
  

  

  
2. Golden Horse sprint 1200m 4 July 2020 
  

  

  
3. Vodacom Durban July 2200m 25 July 
2020 
  

  

  
4. The Gold Cup 3200m 29 August 2020 
  

  

Contact Number (W)…………………………………..(C)……………………………………… 
Postal Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Email Address……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
I confirm that I have read the Conditions of Entry regarding the competition and agree to 
abide and to be bound thereby. 
 
…………………………………………………..     
Signature of Entrant 
 
Please submit this entry form and provide proof of payment to 
 info@hevershampark.co.za  

 

                   Name…………………………………………………………..………   Date………………………………… 

ENTRY FORM: 2020 HEVERSHAM ‘50 for 4’ 

mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
mailto:info@hevershampark.co.za
http://www.hevershampark.co.za/
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

She keeps setting the track alight! 

JOCKEY Craig Zackey missed a Guineas double by a short head (riding Padre Pio), but in the WSB KZN 
Fillies Guineas he was successful aboard Missisippi Burning (22-10) for the Adam Marcus stable.  Here are 
Zackey, Marcus and his team, handing out love and kisses to the top class daughter of Captain Al, after the 
race. Marcus said: “I was very impressed. Missisippi Burning has a heart of gold. She loves a fight and she 
got one today. Thanks to owner Mario Ferreira and Des Gonsalves for their support. And to Craig Zackey – 
a great ride.”  (Candiese Lenferna). 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

PROTESTORS went to the streets from California to  
Pennsylvania last week,  while the US nation’s capital siz-
zled with tension a day after a highly criticized episode out-
side the White House in which law enforcement officers 
used tear gas on peaceful protesters in order to clear a 
path for President  Donald Trump. The photo above (New 
York Times), was taken in Houston, Texas, where an urban 
trail riding club, Nonstop Riders, arrived at a downtown 
Houston march to protest the death of George Floyd. The 
mounted protesters joined thousands more on foot as they 
made their way from Discovery Green, a public park, to City 
Hall.    

Not a scene from a movie! 

Is punting a mug’s game? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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BUYER’S CARD HERE   * CATALOGUE HERE 

https://bit.ly/36RrjET
https://bit.ly/2zUyDU6

