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"IT could be the best value sale in history." That's the view of Klawervlei Stud sales and marketing 
manager, Grant Knowles, as the first online farm sale in South Africa takes place on June 21,  
reports DAVID MOLLETT. 

Klawervlei’s online Farm Sale looks 
set to redefine ‘value’ 

Grant has - and still does - wear many hats in the 
sport of racing, but few would question his  
understanding and enthusiasm for the sport. 
 
The enthusiasm is there once again. "Klawervlei 
has hosted many good parties and we're hoping this 
first venture is also a fun, novel experience in these 
testing times." 
 
"We have received strong messages of support so 
we are excited to see how things work out," he  
added. 
 
When the sale - being run in conjunction with New 
Zealand's gavelhouse.com - was first announced, 
Klawervlei chairman, Chris Van Niekerk, said: "We 
have been partly influenced by the Inglis online ex-
perience in Australia, but more importantly in these 
extraordinary times we had to think out of the box to 
help ourselves and other breeders, to save animals 
and generate some cash or at least reduce costs." 
 
Thinking "out of the box" is exactly what has  
happened because we now have a serious Yearling 
Sale two months after the National sale was  
scheduled to take place at Germiston. This isn't a 
solo effort by Klawervlei because top studs including 
Ridgemont Highlands, Maine Chance and  
Lammerskraal  have come to the party. 
 
The catalogue for the sale has been available online 
for over a week and it's worth taking a quick look at 
some of the choice lots on offer. 
 
I asked John Koster, Klawervlei's managing  
director, if he would pick out five of their draft for 

Turf Talk readers and this is the quintet he  
selected: 
 
Lot 8: Gimmethegreenlight filly out of the unraced 
Storm Cat mare, Rubicat. She is the dam of six 
foals to race and five winners. 
 
Lot 11: Trippi filly out of the mare Sea Glitter. 
 
Lot 24: Querari filly out of the mare Sting Operation. 
 

Lot 32. On pedigree, this filly looks the pick 
of the Klawervlei draft and a big price 
seems likely. She is by champion sire,  
Silvano, out of the Jet Master mare, Thun-
der Dance, winner of the Gr 1 Paddock 
Stakes in 2013. 
 
Lot 56: Trippi colt out of the mare Captain's Em-
blem. 
 
Highlands, whose horses earned R12,8 million in 
stakes last season, send a strong draft while Maine 
Chance will offer a full-brother to Wisteria Walk and 
a half-brother to Horizon. 
 
The latter has been retired to stand at David  
Hepburn-Brown's Hemel N Aarde Stud in Herma-
nus. How I would love to bid on Wisteria Walk's 
brother - I was set for six months on the beach in 
Bermuda if Lucky Houdalakis' filly had won the Ipi 
Tombe Stakes! 
 
Until it was explained in Turf Talk by New Zealand 
bloodstock's Andrew Seabrook, it was a (to page 2) 
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BIG VALUE AT FARM SALE (fm p1) 
 
concern whether perspective buyers would know 
exactly what to do on June 21. 
 

Now it's clearer as the Klawervlei team will  
pre-register buyers on the gavelhouse  
system. These buyers will all be sent a 
username and a password for online  
participtation. (see p9 for Buyer’s Card). 
 
There will be a minimum opening bid of R5000 and 
each lot closes in its own time slot. If a bid is placed 
in the last 30 seconds of that lot's auction, another 
30 seconds is added on and this will happen  
indefinitely until there are no further bids. 
 
If a horse passes-in (not sold) it remains with its 
reserve price visible in case interested parties 
would like to make an offer. Bids between R5000 
and R10000 will go up by R1000, R10000 to 
R30000 by R2000, R30000 to R60000 by R5000, 
R60000 to R150000 by R10000 and R150000 to 
R800000 by R20000. 
 
Chris Van Niekerk mentioned the online sale held 
by Inglis on April 7 so - thanks to "Laff" - I have 
been able to get the view of one of the vendors at 
that sale, Yarraman Park Stud. 
 
The stud's Rebecca Drews kindly answered my 
questions: 
 
Did you reduce the reserve on your yearlings as 
a result of the sale going online instead of nor-
mal attendance? 
 
“Yes, we did put reduced reserves on our yearlings, 
but not significantly.” 
 
Half the 500-plus lots were passed-in or with-
drawn - did you take some of your draft home? 
 
“No, we sold what was entered (remember no year-
lings went to the sales complex, they were all on 
farm) bar one that had a bad scope we withdrew a 
week before.” 
 
Did you - or a potential buyer for that matter - 
encounter any pitfalls in the actual bidding 
online? 
 
“Not really and remember it was a virtual sale with 
an auctioneer so it looked like a normal sale.  Quite 
a few buyers were at the sales complex and a lot of 
bidding was done to the sales staff at the sales 
complex.  Obviously you want the internet to stay 
up and not crash.” 

What was your overall perception of the sale - 
would you sell online again? 
 
“Our overall perception was it was a lot better than 
we expected and having the auctioneers operating 
was better than just an online sale. 
 
“We followed  the yearling sale with a similar sale 
called The Chairman’s Sale (elite mares) and again 
had the auctioneers and online.  Then Inglis had a 
solely online mare sale that was quite successful 
 
“We think the online sale has been successful and 
helped move horses an kept the industry ticking 
over.  We had a big advantage being in the Hunter 
Valley as a lot of people came to the Hunter to look 
at the yearlings and select mare sale so it was an 
advantage.” 
 

So the message from Rebecca is that they 
didn't put unrealistic reserves on their year-
lings and Grant feels this will need to be the 
case on June 21. "Reserves will have to be 
minimal in this current market." 
 
Haylie Martin, general manager of gavelhouse.com, 
is clearly looking forward to their South African ven-
ture. "We are excited to be showcasing our platforms 
in another jurisdiction. Going global is something we 
have wanted to do for some time now." 
 
"There is no doubt that Covid-19 has highlighted the 
importance of online sales around the world and this 
has pushed us to explore more opportunities off-
shore while also prompting others to approach us." 
 
Final word from Grant. Will his syndicate be bidding 
on a Trippi colt who is a half-brother to Dollar  
Tractor? "A definite possibility" was his reply. –tt. 

FOR A COPY OF CATALOGUE, PLEASE MAIL 
micaela@klawervlei.co.za 

http://gavelhouse.com
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Unbeaten filly has steely determination 
CLASSY three-year-old filly Lady Of Steel, a R700 000 buy from the 2018 Emperors Palace National 
2YO Sale, made it win number five from as many starts when romping home to an impressive win at 
the Vaal on Tuesday. 

An eye-catching winner of the G3 Racing It's A 
Rush Acacia Handicap at her penultimate start, 
Lady Of Steel maintained her unbeaten record 
with a fluent win, over some high-class male ri-
vals, in an allowance plate over 1450m. 
 
The Johan Janse Van Vuuren trained filly, under 
jockey Chase Maujean, defied 60kgs when storm-
ing home from off the pace to win, going away, by 
three-parts of a length, and she looks destined for 
the top. 
 
Bred by the Lammerskraal Stud, and owned by Mr 
Renier and Mrs Gemma Breitenbach, Lady Of 
Steel was the second top sold at the 2018 Nation-
al 2YO Sale, which was hardly surprising given 
her stellar pedigree. 
 
Not only is Lady Of Steel a daughter of Varsfon-
tein Stud's star stallion Gimmethegreenlight, she 
is out of the Western Winter sired G1 Empress 
Club Stakes winner Fair Maiden, herself a full-
sister to G2 winner  
Braggadaccio and to East Cape Guineas hero 
Azeroth. 
 
Lady Of Steel's G1 L'Ormarins Queen's Plate win-
ning sire Gimmethegreenlight has 40 lots on offer 
at the 2020 Emperors Palace National Yearling 
Sale, with his draft including yearlings out of such 
high-class race mares as Bedloe's Island, Close 
The Gap, Imperious Star, Justthewayyouare, Little 
Genie, Polyphonic, Royal Fantasy, She's On Fire 
and Townsend, to name but a few!  -BSA. 

FORMER Summer Cup contender Secret Potion started at an outrageous 20-1 in a MR94 Handicap over 
1800m at the Vaal on Tuesday, and showed her class in winning well. “She’s the darling of the yard and 
gave us a super post lockdown present as she came from last to first to win under a superb ride by jockey 
Devin Habib,” reported Geoff Woodruff stable. “A hearty congratulations to our loyal owner Sherwin Jerrier 
for the patience and perseverance to get this girl back into the winner’s enclosure. Secret Potion has  
recorded her 6th win now and must be a treasure to own. Well done to the team who has put in all the hard 
miles during the lockdown and may we go from strength to strength for the remainder of the season ahead.” 

Pure form winner at long odds 

Bass-Robinson will send 
Durban string on 11 June 

 
With COVID-19 rearing its ugly head, Candice Bass 
Robinson, the first female trainer to win the prestigious 
Vodacom Durban July, found her string of stars stuck 
in Cape Town, writes LIESL KING. 
 
“My horses were only actually going to be trucked in 
stages.  I wasn’t going to send the whole string up at 
the beginning of the season. And then, on the day they 
were supposed to leave, we were going into lockdown, 
so I decided to keep them here”,  Bass-Robinson  
explained.  
 
“I’m glad I did, as it means we are all in one place and 
I don’t have to worry about horses stuck up in Durban, 
without me being there. So it worked out quite well. 
These are uncertain times all over the world and we 
just need to make the best we can of this bad  
situation.” 
 
With the movement of horses finally being allowed 
now, Bass Robinson will be sending her string up to 
contest the Durban season.  “I have pretty much kept 
the horses in work, they will have a prep run here in 
Cape Town and then they depart for Durban on the 
11

th
 of June.”  

 
For only the second time in its history, the Vodacom  
Durban July has been moved and the race will now be 
run on the 25

th
 of July.  - Gold Circle. 
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

NORMANDY Stud’s Grade I winners Bravura and Sergeant Hardy, enjoying their retirement as best mates 
on the accomplished Cape farm.  Both collected their trophies on Met day (a few years apart), doing it the 
courageous way, by making all the running. Troy Finch snapped this photo for Veronica and Oscar Foulkes 
of Normandy.  

The way they should all be retired 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

FROM the Western Cape Equine Trust, here’s Lyric Of 
Light and her owner, Kayla, playing around for what is 
probably an Instagram posting. The Trust announced: 
“During Level 3, we are happy to welcome people  
interested in adopting horses to come visit us on our prem-
ises. However, due to the current regulations in place we 
must advise that anyone wanting to visit must arrange an 
appointment with Newton on 082 454 5544 and will have to 
wear their own face mask and practice social distancing for 
everyone's safety.” 

Trust goes both ways, always 

We’re all proud victims! 

HORSE racing must be the only sport in which “being a 
victim” is something to be proud of because it gives one a 
sense of belonging to the rest of the industry’s devoted fol-
lowers. Here’s five-year-old ‘victim’ Ashton Lerena (son of 
Gavin) studying form, and Grandpa Tex has been on hand 
to show him all the finer points. Ashton has a mechanical 
horse at home too. Any guesses what he’ll do one day? 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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BUYER’S CARD HERE   * CATALOGUE HERE 

https://bit.ly/36RrjET
https://bit.ly/2zUyDU6

