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www.turftalk.co.za  *  editor@turftalk.co.za                                                                  Friday, 29 May 2020 

7 Questions  to 
JOHN KOSTER 

KLAWERVLEI Stud’s John Koster: New horizons beckon! 

KLAWERVLEI’s Farm Sale was a highlight on racing’s social calendar the last several years. The 
Stud’s boss John Koster talks about adapting and surviving in difficult times, and the potential, and 
excitement, around Klawervlei’s forthcoming sale to be held in conjunction with gavelhouse.com. 

TT: As a progressive measure, in this Covid-19 
time, you wouldn’t have needed much convinc-
ing to stage the farm sale online. What do you 
expect we’ll see in the line of participation? 
  
JK: I really don’t know what to expect—everything in 
these Covid-19 times is exceptionally fluid. Online 
sales is a new concept for our thoroughbred  
industry. Hopefully we will follow global trends and 
embrace this method of sales. With racing opening 
on the 1st of June, I’m hoping there will be renewed 
energy. We would rather go down trying, than not at 
all.  
  
TT: Mick Goss recently staged an e-mail sale, 
which by all accounts was well supported and 
successful. Do you think the ‘live’ aspect will 

encourage buyers even more due to its  
competitive, real-time nature? 
  
JK: The Summerhill online sale gave me hope.  
Every horse was sold. I do think the gavelhouse 
method is a simple and very effective way for the 
purchaser to relate to and participate in. It will  
create excitement. 
  
TT: Following on from that, we’ve seen BSA  
also launch an online sales platform? Do you 
think that these sales so close to each other will 
affect buying power either way, or do we have a 
selective market with strong, base supporters 
on all sides? 
 
JK: Sales in 2020 are going to be tough       (to p3) 

http://www.turftalk.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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FILL IN YOUR KLAWERVLEI FARM 
SALE BUYER’S CARD APPLICATION 

HERE. 

CLICK ON IMAGE FOR CATALOGUE 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
https://bit.ly/2X1vlXG
https://bit.ly/2Xjd4Eu
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7 QUESTIONS: JOHN KOSTER (fm p1) 
 

either way. Any platform to assist breeders and 
owners to sell their horses should be embraced.  
 
TT: Tell us how Klawervlei has coped during 
Covid-19 and your views on what we’ve seen 
happening in racing. Your future views as we 
stand today? Is unity possible? 
 
JK: Klawervlei is experiencing the same issues as 
all breeders in South Africa, no income and  
extended costs with much uncertainty about the  
future.  

 
However,  I genuinely have hope for the 
industry. To have the calibre of MOD (Mary 
Oppenheimer Daughters) within our indus-
try is a huge privilege and something we 
should all be extremely grateful for. I also 
believe strongly in the five gentlemen who 
are tirelessly working to transform the  
industry into a vibrant, sustainable and,  
importantly, transparent one going forward.  
 
Each sector should follow suit. The recent collabora-
tion of the racing media is an example to us all. It 
will go a long way to encourage all sectors towards 
unity within racing and breeding. 
 
TT: Tell us how Klawervlei’s stallions are doing. 
  
With no racing, it is a case of wait and see. Captain 
Of All is putting up his hand in a strong way—his 
future looks exceedingly bright. Twice Over’s  
second crop is not as strong as his brilliant first crop, 
but he has the backing of some of the country’s top 
owners and trainers with exciting progeny in the 
wings. Pomodoro has proven in no uncertain terms 
that he can upgrade very weak mares. With a book 
of 132 mares in 2018, he has every chance to climb 
into the top echelon of stallions. We look forward to 
the remainder of two-year-old racing for the Coup 
De Grace babies—so far very promising. The  
William Longsword yearlings were well received—
they start their campaigns at the end of the year. 
Royal Mo has sired outstanding foals— much to 
look forward to. 
 
TT: Compare this year’s catalogue to previous 
years in quality. Is there a Captain Of All or an 
Edict Of Nantes among them? 
  
JK:  I, like many of my compatriots, am a sales  
junkie. There are always those special horses that 
could be life-changing at every sale. We have potent 
pedigrees and wonderfully athletic yearlings repre-
sented at the sale. This is without a doubt that 
strongest draft we have presented at the farm sale, 
It is great to see representation by such a variety of 
fellow breeders. 
 
TT: What is your message to buyers on the 2020 
Klawervlei Farm Sale? 

JK: This is a new concept—embrace it and put in 
that extra effort required. We are here to assist in 
any way you might require.  
 

Make sure you have a strong w-fi signal. It 
is a great way to buy a horse from the com-
fort of your lounge, with a log fire burning 
and a glass of your favourite rouge at hand.  
 
This is a good time to buy.—next year will be better 
than this year and with pending change in exports, 
the value of these purchases are sure to increase 
significantly. Fortune favours the brave!  - tt. 

GEOFF Woodruff, returning to Cape Town. 

Woodruff: Gauteng’s 
loss is Cape’s gain 

FIVE-times champion trainer Geoff Woodruff 
has decided to leave Johannesburg and return 
to the Cape where he first started training in 
1988 with just 14 horses, writes DAVID  
MOLLETT. 
 
Born near Epsom racecourse in the UK and a point-
to-point champion there in his youth, a case can be 
made for his inclusion in the sport’s hall of fame. 
 
He has won the Durban July twice and has saddled 
a number of champions including Jet Master, Star 
Effort, Yard-Arm, Elusive Fort and Badger’s Drift. 
 
Woodruff's warm personality has endeared him to 
many over the years and he has mainly not got em-
broiled in any racing controversies. However, in his 
interview with the Sporting Post, he did make his 
feelings felt on the current state of the sport. 
 
“I would love to see racing under one umbrella — 
one body of people pushing for the betterment of 
the game. We must promote the whole game rather 
than one region over another.” 
 (To p6) 
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‘Poet’s Corner’ invests in SA racing 

One Cool Poet (IRE) writes a piece of history at Galway 

THERE is only one thing more exciting than owning a racehorse that wins, and that’s owning a 
racehorse that sets a record or goes down in the history book!  

Irishman Michael Moroney recently had the  
pleasure of such excitement with one of his  
runners. The first horse to do a hat trick on the Flat 
at the 2019 Galway Festival, was One Cool Poet, 
a gelding trained by Matthew Smith who had only 
previously won one of his 29 races. But One Cool 
Poet created a memorable piece of Galway history 
when winning for the third time in six days at the 
Festival in Ireland. 
 
Celebrating the hat-trick by One Cool Poet at  
Hennelly’s Pub in Galway, Ireland, Moroney and a 
group of friends officially declared their favourite 
corner of their local pub “The Poets  
Corner”. Little did they know at the time that the 
name would soon form a new syndicate and carry 
the luck of the Irish all the way to South Africa. 

Encouraged by the booming exchange rate 
and boredom of the current worldwide pan-
demic & local lockdown, Moroney set off to 
explore opportunities abroad. After an avid 
online search and some careful  
consideration, he decided to invest in South 
Africa with trainer Nathan Kotzen of NK  
Racing in Summerveld. 
 
The first stroke of luck came when NK Racing agent, 
Tasmyn Jain, proposed a young colt by Eightfold 
Path, the only son of Giant’s Causeway at stud 
in South Africa. After a quick conversation with  
breeder Seymour Harley, Moroney decided that the 
yearling was priced just right and made his first  
investment in South Africa.  

Once again there was  
excitement at the Hennelly’s 
Pub in Galway, as Michael told 
the lads about his new venture 
in South Africa and showed off 
photos of his new horse. After 
a few drinks and much discus-
sion, the Irish lads decided 
they did not want to miss out 
on this exciting new adventure 
and so “The Poets Corner 
Syndicate” was born. 
                                      (to p5)            

Celebrating victory, Paul 
Devery, Trainer Matthew 
Smith and Michael Moroney. 
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POET’S CORNER (fm p4) 
 
With the will to have a horse in the running as 
soon as racing re-opens, the syndicate members 
carefully considered the list of horses currently 
available at NK Racing. With interest in a special 
filly, “The Poets Corner Syndicate” grabbed the 
opportunity of a 50% share in “Pinch Me” under 
the advisement of Nathan Kotzen. 
  
Michael Moroney and “The Poets Corner  
Syndicate” are interested in investing in more 
horses in South Africa and are even considering 
extending Moroney’s breeding projects into the 
country and are avidly on the search for more 
horses and the right horse property.  - tt. 

“Racing offers an incredible amount of  
reward and fun! I am very excited with my 
new ventures in South Africa and delighted 
so far with our purchases. I look forward 
to a long and successful career with NK 
Racing” – Michael Moroney. 
 
Whatsapp NK Racing +27 76 034 2877   

Mail: horses@nkracing.co.za  
 
Visit: www.nkracing.co.za  

ABOVE is Pinch Me, a filly by 
Gimmethegreenlight.  
 
Left is Lucretius, the first  
purchase for  “Poet’s Corner”. 

mailto:horses@nkracing.co.za
http://www.nkracing.co.za
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GEOFF WOODRUFF (fm p3) 
 
When it has come to the Durban July there has al-
ways been provincial rivalry between horses trained 
in Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal, but Woodruff is not 
certain it is a good idea to have the 2020 race at all 
given the pandemic. 
 
On the subject of the welfare of horses during Covid-
19, he has a firm viewpoint. He is concerned that a 
loss of income will affect many people and is worried 
about the care of the animals. 
 
“I could never condone healthy horses being put 
down for financial reasons. Try to hang on and give 
that horse a chance because euthanasia cannot be 
viewed as a viable solution because it is not.” 

Woodruff hit the headlines with his small Milnerton 
yard in 1988. His first five runners were all winners. 
He is on record as saying his philosophy with horses 
is easy.  “You must get them eating as much as they 
can, they must sleep well, work hard and enjoy it.” 
 
In Cape Town Woodruff will team up with his  
daughter Lucinda, who more than held her own in the 
Cape training ranks last season. It will be a  
formidable father-and-daughter combination.   

- Business Day. 

Neil, Nico will be 
‘clocking gallops’ 

RENOWNED broadcaster Neil Andrews (photo) 
has joined forces with popular media personality 
Nico Kritsiotis in a ground-breaking initiative to reig-
nite the passion for the sport of Horse Racing in 
South Africa. 

Local fans have been deprived of racing over the 
past 2 months but to make up for lost ground An-
drews and Kritsiotis have together launched the 
brand “Clocking the Gallop”. Available across all 
social media platforms, it will have its own YouTube 
Channel, Twitter & Facebook page & Instagram. 

Their first projects are ready to fly out of the gates. 

On the back of Thursday afternoon’s NHA  
announcement that racing will resume on 1

st
 June, 

Chief Executive Vee Moodley will feature as their 
special guest on the first edition of “Locked & Load-
ed”. The show will go out on the Horse Racing 
“Clocking the Gallop” YouTube Channel at 8pm on 
Friday evening.  
 
Next to market will be the series “Vodacom Durban 
July – All Time Greats”. 

Beginning on Saturday evening at 8pm the series 
will explore the unique history of one of our nation’s 
most iconic sporting treasures, an annual spectacle 
that has been uninterrupted for 123 years. 
 
YouTube: Clocking The Gallop 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCGoRt2EFKRzn6FpTfsR-zjg?
view_as=subscriber 
 
Facebook - ClockingtheGallop 
 
Instagram - @clockingthegallop 
https://www.instagram.com/clockingthegallop 
 
Twitter - @ClockingtheGallop 
 
E-mail: clockingthegallop@gmail.com   -tt. 

FORMER Turf Talk columnist David Allan (photo), of  
AllanBloodlines, has launched ‘Racing Minds’, a  
vehicle for racing industry articles and features. 
 
Allan said:  “In it, you may find articles in my style of 
courteous challenge, credit where credit is due and 
negative opinion where it illustrates what might be 
achievable – all designed to accentuate the positive 
and suggest what could be achieved. 
 
“We are committed to South African bloodstock  
primarily through 17 years of multiple mare and  
horses in training,100% ownerships in addition to 
partnership and client owned managed stock, and all 
the consultant/purchasing activities for SA clients at 
home and abroad.” 
 
In the inaugural edition of Racing Minds, the Leading 
Article responds to a call for dreams, supported by 
three other “Home and Abroad” pieces. You can  
subscribe here.   -tt. 

Allan launches ‘Racing Minds’ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGoRt2EFKRzn6FpTfsR-zjg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGoRt2EFKRzn6FpTfsR-zjg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGoRt2EFKRzn6FpTfsR-zjg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.instagram.com/clockingthegallop
mailto:clockingthegallop@gmail.com
mailto:%20office@allanbloodlines.com
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http://www.capethoroughbredsales.com/
http://www.bsa.co.za/
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http://www.kuda.co.za/
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OUR CV-19 RELIEF TO OWNERS 

ROSE du Bois. 

Former racing marketer passes 
WE are sad to report the passing of Rose Du Bois,  described 
by a friend as “the backbone of Western Province Racing's 
marketing team, in the days when people with enthusiasm and 
deep knowledge were employed by the racing clubs”. 

Rose, who was loved and admired by many in the industry, had 
made an amazing recovery from a brain haemorrhage many years 
ago but suffered another one on May 16 this year. She passed away 
on the 19th. 
 
Rose really was a 'people person' and true racing enthusiast,  
knowledgeable, kind and energetic.   
 
“Rose and I were long time work colleagues during my time at West-
ern Province Racing in the 90s,” wrote Mike Wanklin. “A gentler or 
more generous soul you would struggle to find. Nothing was ever too 
much trouble for Rose.  
 
“Dear Rose would always think of others before herself but would do 
so with a smile and a genuine affection for the people she was doing 
it for. Rest In Peace, My Friend.” - tt. 

CAMPHORATUS (far side on photo), the Gr1 winner of the Em-
press Club Stakes beating Running Brave and Oh Susanna, has 
been sold to Werner Ackerman’s JETVEST PTY LTD as a brood-
mare. She will race with her existing trainer Robbie Hill until the 
Durban July. “Werner Ackerman owned the grey Isca with Gavin 
van Zyl. He is taking advantage of the current market conditions,” 
said Justin Vermaak of Vermaak Equine, who brokered the deal. 

 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
https://www.turftalk.co.za/ra-will-pay-cv-19-relief-to-owners/
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

SEE 

www.sugarhotel.co.za 

info@thefortstud.co.za 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A CAPUCCINO! 

 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

THIS is a tribute to a war horse, a  ratten-weaved sculpture 
called ‘Horse By The Sea’, by Belinda Villani, a Sydney 
based sculptor. She’s worked commercially in the film in-
dustry for over twenty years with ‘The Matrix’ series on her 
CV. She concentrates on figurative sculptures with a strong 
leaning towards the animal and human form. 

Horses in any form are cool! 

ALSO from Australia: Five-year-old Tommy Duffy on  
Welcome Stranger at trainer E. Whiley's stables at Ascot 
Vale,  Melbourne, in 1939. Tommy, at 18kg, according to 
this news clipping, was 'Australia's youngest and lightest 
competitive horseman' and this was a promotional shot for  
Melbourne Show. 

Tommy was hard as nails at 5 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.sugarhotel.co.za
mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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